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The overwhelming opinion from 
most people, veterans and non-
veterans alike that are ill informed 
about their local veterans organiza-
tion, is that it’s a deep dark secret 
smoke filled hall with cheap booze 
and old men telling war stories.  

Well even if that’s partly true,  
there is so much more to your local 
veterans organization than that.  
Lets break them down a bit and see 
what they do at each level. 

All of the National Veterans Ser-
vice Organizations have a hierarchy 
that start at the national level. Some 
of the most important work for vet-
erans across America happens at 
this level.  

National offices handle the day to 
day activities of the organization, 
membership, conferences, by-laws 
etc. They also handle the various 
programs that each organization has 
developed over time and continues 
to develop to meet the needs of cur-
rent veterans and their members. 
Each organization's programs focus 
on certain needs that they have cho-
sen, family, war, disabled and other 
veteran centric needs. All of them 
will band together to support each 
others needs when it comes to pass-
ing certain legislation that supports 
veterans. Each organization has an 
office in or near Washington DC 
that keeps watch on elected offices 

to ensure they meet the needs of 
veterans back home. This office 
looks for legislation that may harm 
our veterans and works together 
with law makers to develop and 
pass legislation that helps veterans 
and their families. They also work 
closely with the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs (VA) and provides 
much needed input in the develop-
ment and delivery of veterans bene-

fits across America. The work done 
by veterans organizations in Wash-
ington DC is some of their most 
important and actually has a large 
impact on the veterans and their 
families. The original GI Bill and 
much needed updates to it to ensure 
it kept pace with todays needs was 
the instrument of the American Le-
gion and supported by other organi-
zations. The original Agent Orange 
Legislation, which established ben-
efits for Vietnam Veterans, was the 
work of the Vietnam Veterans of 
America. The most recent legisla-
tion,  Sergeant First Class Heath 
Robinson   Honor- Continued on Page 4 

Why are Veterans Organizations    
Important? And why should I join? 

We’re Looking For a 
Few Good Advocates! 

The Medina County 
Veterans Service Of-
fice is accepting ap-
plications for the fol-
lowing positions: 
1. **Outreach Co-

ordinator (Part-time) 
2. ***Driver (Part-

time) 
More information is 
available on our website 
at:  
www.medinacountyveter
ans.org/jobs 

• ** Application  & 
resume with DD 214 
if applicable 

• ***Application & 
resume with DD 214 

SCAN the QR CODE! 

https://www.medinacountyveterans.org/jobs/
https://www.medinacountyveterans.org/jobs/
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Our office can provide  
transportation for veterans 

to the following VA  
Healthcare facilities 

 
Wade Park Hospital 

Monday through Friday 
Parma CBOC 

Monday through Friday 
Akron CBOC 

Monday through Friday 
  

We ask that you make your ap-
pointments between the hours 

of 9:00 AM and NOON.  
 

(Tell them you are a van rider). 
 
 

VA Medical  

Centers  

Inpatient and Outpatient Care is 
Available at the  

Following Hospitals 
 

Wade Park Center 
10701 East Boulevard—

Cleveland, OH 44106 
Phone: (216) 791-3800 

Fax: (216) 421-3217 
For appointments or  

medication:  
(800) 379-8387 

 
Parma Community Based Clinic 

8787 Brookpark Rd. 
Parma, OH 44134 

Phone: (216) 739-7000 
 

Akron Community Based Clinic 
55 W. Waterloo 

Akron, OH 44319-1116 
Phone: (330) 724-7715 

 
EMERGENCY ROOM CARE IS 

AVAILABLE AT WADE PARK 24 
HOURS A DAY, SEVEN DAYS A 

WEEK. 
 

If you have an emergency you 
may want to consider going to 

the local hospital 

Medina Community Band at  

St Francis Xavier Roman 
Catholic Church  

in Medina, Ohio | Veterans 
Day Program  

“From the Bottom of our Hearts!”  
St. Francis Xavier Church | Veterans Day Concert 

 

Marcus L. Neiman, Conductor 
The St. Ambrose Xavier Church Adult Choir 

Carissa Young, Director of Music 
 

John Connors, Matthew Hastings, & Amy Muhl 
Assistant Conductors 

 
7:00pm Wednesday,  

November 9th, 2022  

 

 

 

Nonperishable food items may be brought to help the            
St. Francis Xavier St. Vincent De Paul Society food pantry. 

7:00pm Wednesday,  

November 9th, 2022  

http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/Transportation
http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/Transportation
http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/Transportation
http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/Transportation
http://www.cleveland.va.gov/
http://www.cleveland.va.gov/locations/Parma.asp
http://www2.va.gov/directory/guide/facility.asp?ID=926
http://iava.org/


Medina County Veterans  
Service Commission 

 

Joseph Destro; President 

    

Jim Hoessle; Vice President 

 

Phillip Grassa; Secretary  

 

Jack Forster; Commissioner 

   

Victoria Olson; Commissioner 

 
           Office Staff 

 
Director / Service Officer 
Edward Zackery 
1SG, U.S. Army (retired) 
 
Office Manager / Veterans  
Benefits Consultant 
Jennafer Slonaker 
 
Out-Reach Specialist / Veterans  
Benefits Consultant 
Sue Boggs 
 
Administrative Assistant 
Fran Amsden 
 
Intake Specialist 
Vacant 
 

Contact Information 
 

Phone: (330) 722-9368 
Email:  
veterans@medinacountyveterans.org 
Website: 
www.medinacountyveterans.org 
Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/MedinaCou
ntyVeteransServiceOffice/ 
 
Address: 
210 Northland Dr 
Medina, Ohio 44256  
 
***Public Meeting: 2nd Thursday of  
every month at 4:00PM. 
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A Message From the  
County Veterans  

Service Officer 

Well we had a great Veterans Day 
at the Medina County Fair this past 
August, perhaps one of the best. I 
would like to thank everyone in-
volved in making the day special. 
Speaking of Veterans Day, which 
is right around the corner, the Me-
dina County Commissioners have 
designated November as Veterans 
& Military Families Month in Me-
dina County. Veterans and their 
families make huge differences 
each day throughout our county. 
As local citizens, they continue to 
provide leadership within our com-
munities to make us understand 
the difficulties and sacrifices made 
by our men and women in uni-
form. They also ensure that we, as 
a community, continue to support 
them once they return home. Our 
local veterans organizations pro-
vide thousands of dollars in sup-
port of our communities, by 
providing donations to local fire 
and police or supporting veterans 
and their families in times of need. 
They provide what at times our 
government cannot.  

We continue to have a lot of new 
things happening here in the of-
fice. Some time in the next few 
months we should be receiving our 
new wheelchair accessible van. 
This van will be able to transport 
both wheelchair and ambulatory 

passengers at one time. This will 
cause a few changes on how we 
transport our wheelchair passen-
gers but ultimately should make it 
easier and more efficient for all. 
We also have a new person on our  
team here at the Veterans Service 
Office. We’d like to welcome 
Mark Phillipp as our new County 
Veterans Service Officer in train-
ing. So if you see him around the 
office say hi, he will be undergo-
ing the training process by the 
State of Ohio and our office for the 
next six-months to a year. Mark is 
a Marine veteran.  

The Veterans Service Commis-
sioner for the AMVETS is expir-
ing this year and applications are 
being accepted through December 
1st. The veterans service commis-
sion positions are for a five-year 
term and each year one expires and 
a new commissioner is appointed 
by the appointing judge for Medi-
na County. If interested contact the 
AMVETS.  

The past few months we have been 
talking about a piece of legislation 
referred to as the “PACT Act”. On 
August 10th the President signed 
what is the largest piece of veter-
ans legislation ever implemented. 
This effects veterans that have 
served since Vietnam as well as in 
the Middle East and even those 
that will serve in  the future. We 
have put a lot of information up on 
our website and if you have any 
question please contact our office 
for information.  

I would like to wish everyone a 
Happy Veterans Day as well as a 
good Thanksgiving and Holiday 
Season. If you know of a veteran 
in need this holiday season please 
let us know or refer them to us.  

Respectively  

County Veterans Service Officer              

mailto:veterans@medinacountyveterans.org
http://www.medinacountyveterans.org
https://www.facebook.com/MedinaCountyVeteransServiceOffice/C:/Users/EdwardZackery/Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates
https://www.facebook.com/MedinaCountyVeteransServiceOffice/C:/Users/EdwardZackery/Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates
https://www.google.com/maps/place/210+Northland+Dr,+Medina,+OH+44256/@41.1517988,-81.8685782,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x8830b7ffd43d8561:0xc053f9cbab9312f8!8m2!3d41.1517988!4d-81.8663895
https://www.google.com/maps/place/210+Northland+Dr,+Medina,+OH+44256/@41.1517988,-81.8685782,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x8830b7ffd43d8561:0xc053f9cbab9312f8!8m2!3d41.1517988!4d-81.8663895
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Congressional Representatives 
  

Congressman Anthony  
Gonzales (R),  
16 District 
Strongsville Office 
13477 Prospect Rd. 
Strongsville, OH 44149 
(440) 783-3695 
***Canton Office 
4150 Beldon Village St. 
Suite 607 
Canton, OH 44718 
(330) 599-7037 
Washington, DC Office 
1023 Longworth HOB 
Washington, DC 20515 
(202) 225-3876 
https://anthonygonzalez.house.gov/ 
 

Congressman Bob Gibbs (R) 
District: 7 
Ashland Office 
110 Cottage Street  
Ashland, Ohio 44805  
Phone: (419) 207-0650  
Fax: (419) 207-0655  
Washington, DC Office  
329 Cannon House Office Building  
Washington, DC 20515  
Phone: (202) 225-6265  
Fax: (202) 225-3394  
http://gibbs.house.gov/about-me 
 
Senator Sherrod Brown (D) 
Cleveland, Office 
1301 East Ninth St.,  
Suite 1710 
Cleveland, Ohio 44114 
p (216) 522-7272 
f (216) 522-2239 
Toll Free 1-888-896-6446 
Washington, DC Office 
713 Hart Senate 
Office Bldg. 
Washington, DC 20510 
p (202) 224-2315 
f (202) 228-6321 
www.brown.senate.gov/contact/ 
 
Senator Rob Portman (R) 
Cleveland, Office 
1240 East 9th Street 
Room 3061 
Cleveland, OH 44199 
Phone: 216-522-7095  
Washington, DC Office 
B40D Dirksen Senate Office Build-
ing 
Washington, DC 20510 
Phone: 202-224-3353  
https://www.portman.senate.gov/p
ublic/index.cfm/home 

The purpose of the Medina County Veterans Memorial Fund 501c 3, 
is to make a difference in the lives of Veterans and/or their families in 
times of financial need and to promote and support veteran’s activities 
throughout Medina County. 

Your donation stays in Medina County to help the Veterans of your 
community! 

You can make a tax deductible donation by mailing your check or 
money order to: 
Medina County Veterans Memorial Fund 501(C)3 
P.O Box #523; Brunswick, Ohio 44212 

 Gave more than $5,000 out to disabled or severely ill Veterans in 2021 

 Provided 100 veterans families with Christmas dinners 2021 

 Provided more than 500 families with laundry 
detergent and sundry packs 

 Sponsored Holiday meals for more than 50 Vet-
erans families 2020 

 Help purchase a vehicle for a Veteran |  Help a 
Veterans family reduce the risk of being home-
less | Repair a Veterans home to make it safe and 
accommodating 

 Pay medical bills for severely ill Veteran  

 

The Medina County Veterans Memorial Fund 501(C) 
3 is not a part of the Medina County Veterans Service 
Office. 

Any donations to our office go to the Medina County 
Veterans Memorial Fund 501(C) 3. 

ing our 
Promise to Address Comprehen-
sive Toxics Act of 2022, or 
PACT Act, which is named after 
an Ohio veteran. When we dis-
cuss membership, the work in 
Washington counts on member-
ship numbers to carry the voice 
to lawmakers. This is only one 
reason why your membership is 
so important, whether you’re an 
active member or not. Your voice 
is counted with that membership.  

State level offices of each organ-
ization operate in much the same 
way that their higher national of-
fice operates. They handle the 
mechanics of membership and 
operations at the state level. They 
also keep an eye on state legisla-
tion and lawmakers to ensure 
state legislation supports the vet-

erans of that particular sate and 
does no harm to veterans and 
their families. Each sate operates 
within the national guidelines and 
their state by-laws. These offices 
are the go-between of the local 
posts and chapters in the various 
communities within the state to 
the National Headquarters. They 
pass on concerns of the local 
posts and its veterans up the 
chain of command  to the appro-
priate level. The concerns are ei-
ther dealt with at the state or na-
tional level internally or external-
ly depending on the type of issue. 
Some of the organizations that 
don’t have National Service Of-
ficer Programs manage State Ser-
vice Officers at this level.  

Local Posts & Chapters, the 
National and 

Continued from Front Page 

Medina County Veterans Memorial Fund 
Assists County Veterans, Donate Today! 

Continued on Page 6 

https://anthonygonzalez.house.gov/
http://gibbs.house.gov/about-me
http://www.brown.senate.gov/contact/
https://www.portman.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/homeC:/Users/EdwardZackery/Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates
https://www.portman.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/homeC:/Users/EdwardZackery/Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates
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https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f48aca82cabf5ce9-pictures1
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614-644-0898   main number 

877-644-6838   benefits info 

How to Contact Your  

Ohio State Government  

Representatives 2021  

 

Sharon A. Ray (R)  

Ohio House of Representatives  

Republican - District -069  
77 S. High St. 
13th Floor # 1384 
Columbus, OH. 43215  

Phone: (614) 466-8140  

Email: rep69@ohiohouse.gov  

 

Darrell Kick (R)  

Ohio House of Representatives  

Republican - District -70 77 S. 
High St. 11th Floor Columbus, OH 
43215-6111  

Phone: 614-466-2994  

Fax: 614-719-6997  

Email: district70@ohr.state.oh.us  

 

Senator Mark Romanchuk (R) 

Ohio Senate  

Republican - District -022 Senate  

Senate Building 
1 Capitol Square 
1st Floor 
Columbus, OH 43215 

Phone: (614) 466-7505 

State level 
may be considered the brains of 
the organization but the local 
posts and chapters are truly the 
heart and tentacles of the Veter-
ans Organizations. It’s here that 
the membership interacts with 
veterans and non-veterans alike. 
In some communities this may be 
the only interaction that local ci-
vilians have with our military 
members past and present. It’s 
here where veterans gather and 
share stories and concerns that 
may be affecting the veterans 
community and their families. 
Whether those concerns are local 
or national, it’s here where the 
ideas start and eventually bubble 
up to higher levels where those 
concerns can be addressed. It’s 
here where veterans can  come 
for comraderies. Veterans new to 
the community can come and ask 
about resources or to find out 
about their new community. In 
some communities big and small 
the veterans organization may be 
the heart beat of the community 
through their events and fundrais-
ers. Raising money for local 
community members where a 
veteran or not could be in a tough 
situation. Perhaps a fund raiser to 
raise money for the local volun-
teer fire department, anything 
you can imagine is possible. Lo-
cal veterans organizations can 
make it happen, especially with 
your help.  

What you will find in one organi-
zation you may not find in anoth-
er when you move to a different 
community. Each one is tailored 
to their community in some way. 
They range from small buildings 
or perhaps maybe not even a 
building,  but rather just a place 
to meet in and plan local events. 
Or, like in Orange County, Cali-
fornia, the local post could be a 

full blown yacht club. But no 
matter the physical structure one 
thing you can be sure of is that all 
veterans should be and usually 
are welcomed.  

Here in Medina County, you will 
find various Veterans Organiza-
tions scattered throughout the 
various communities within the 
county. They plan events for Me-
morial Day, Veterans Day and so 
on. They provide almost every-
thing mentioned in this article 
thus far. Stories are shared from 
the old and the young, laughs are 
had and tears may flow. All this 
happens in the confines of those 
walls known as the veterans or-
ganization in your community.  

All of these organizations need 
your help and membership. 
Whether you have time right now 
in your life to be an active mem-
ber or not, membership is im-
portant. Numbers are as im-
portant as active members can be.    
If you’re a veteran, stop by your 
local veterans organization and 
see what they have to offer, what 
they have going on, and how you 
can support them or benefit from 
their activities and programs. Be-
come a member of one or more 
but if you’re a veteran you should 
become a member. They support 
you so lets support them. If 
you’re not a veteran then stop by 
one of the veterans organizations 
local functions, most of their ac-
tivities are open to the entire 
community. Help them help your 
community and see what they do.  

Yes when you open those doors 
the first look inside might be a 
little bit musty and dark. But 
there is so much more inside.  

See our listing of all the Veterans 
Organizations in Medina County 
and meeting times on page 15 of 
this newsletter.  

Continued from page 4 

mailto:rep69@ohiohouse.gov


SAVE THE DATE 
Eleventh Annual Veterans & Military Banquet Now!  

Eleventh Annual Medina County All-Veterans Military Banquet 
Friday, April 28, 2023 

Williams-on-the-Lake | 787 Lafayette Rd | Medina, OH 44256 

We will be recognizing our Gulf War, Iraq, and Afghanistan Veterans 
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Joint Veterans Coalition of Medina Coun-

Here is the list for the Veteran Coalition Meetings to include 
date, time, place, sponsorship and workshops. 

Save the Date! 

You can check out all the updates for the Joint Veterans Coalition of Medina County (JVCMC) at: 

https://www.medinacountyveterans.org/about/our-services/joint-veterans-coalition-of-medina-county-
ohio/ 

I invite all Veterans and others who support veterans. Please help us with your input on the issues con-
cerning all of our Veteran organizations in Medina County.  

In order to be a viable unit, we need people  from all of the organizations to participate by providing 
support and information.  

    Catherine Owen 

    President, Joint Veterans Coalition of Medina County 

Date Time Location Sponsor 
Workshop Topic 

/ Presenter 
Remarks 

Saturday, January 14, 
2023 

9:00 AM 
Medina County Veterans 

Memorial Hall 
Rolling Thunder   

Saturday, April 8, 2023 9:00 AM 
Medina County Veterans 

Memorial Hall 
AMVETS   

Saturday, July 8,  
2023 

9:00 AM 
Medina County Veterans 

Memorial Hall 
DAV Chapter #72   

Saturday, October 14, 
2023 

9:00 AM Lodi American Legion 
American Legion 

#523 
  

https://www.medinacountyveterans.org/about/our-services/joint-veterans-coalition-of-medina-county-ohio/
https://www.medinacountyveterans.org/about/our-services/joint-veterans-coalition-of-medina-county-ohio/
https://www.medinavethall.com/
https://www.medinavethall.com/
https://www.medinavethall.com/
https://www.medinavethall.com/
https://www.medinavethall.com/
https://www.medinavethall.com/
https://www.facebook.com/lodilegion/
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VA Program of Comprehensive Assistance for Family 
Caregivers expands to Veterans of all eras  

sources, education, financial 
assistance, health insurance, 
beneficiary travel, peer support 
and more. The program is a cor-
nerstone of VA health care, en-
suring that Veterans get the 
world-class care they deserve 
and that caregivers get the com-
prehensive support they need.  

“For the first time, eligible Vet-
erans of all service eras can par-
ticipate in the VA’s Program of 
Comprehensive Assistance for 
Family Caregivers,” says Depu-
ty Secretary of Veterans Affairs 
Donald Remy. “We recognize 
the critical role family caregiv-
ers play in caring for Veterans, 
and through this expansion, 
we’re able to ensure that family 
caregivers of all eligible Veter-
ans have access to the compre-
hensive support they deserve.”  

This is the second expansion of 
PCAFC, and it will expand ac-
cess to the program for tens of 
thousands of Veterans and their 
family caregivers. The first ex-
pansion of PCAFC began in 

Oct. 2020, as part of implemen-
tation of the VA MISSION Act 
of 2018. PCAFC has added ap-
proximately 20,000 active Vet-
eran and family caregiver par-
ticipants during the past two 
years.  

Earlier this month, VA an-
nounced an interim final rule 
that will extend PCAFC eligi-
bility for legacy participants, 
legacy applicants and their fam-
ily caregivers, by three years to 
Sept. 30, 2025. Legacy Partici-
pants or Legacy Applicants are 
Veterans and their family care-
givers who participated in 
PCAFC prior to Oct 1, 2020.  

Learn more about the PCAFC 
expansion and VA’s Caregiver 
Support Program, reach out to a 
local CSP team or call our 
Caregiver Support Line at 855-
260-3274 Monday through Fri-
day, 8 a.m. to 10 p.m. ET, and 
Saturday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. ET.  

FOR IMMEDIATE            
RELEASE Oct. 1, 2022  

WASHINGTON — Today, 
VA’s Program of Compre-
hensive Assistance for Family 
Caregivers is expanding to 
include eligible Veterans and 
family caregivers of all eras.  

Previously, PCAFC was only 
available to eligible Veterans 
who served on or after Sept. 
11, 2001. This expansion 
opens the program to eligible 
Veterans who served after 
May 7, 1975, and before Sept. 
11, 2001.  

PCAFC provides caregivers 
of eligible Veterans with re-

Veterans Day (originally known as Armistice Day) is a federal 
holiday in the United States observed annually on November 11, for 
honoring military veterans of the United States Armed Forces (who 
were discharged under conditions other than dishonorable). 

https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=5319
https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=5319
https://www.caregiver.va.gov/support/New_CSC_Page.asp
https://www.caregiver.va.gov/support/support_benefits.asp
https://www.caregiver.va.gov/support/support_benefits.asp
https://www.caregiver.va.gov/support/support_benefits.asp
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Challenge Coin Funds go towards 
the Medina County Veterans    

Memorial Fund 501c3 
Helping Veterans and their fami-

lies in Medina County 

We have a dental  
program for Veterans 
with limited income, 
give us a call to see if 

you are eligible. 

If you have served in any combat zone, there is a Vet Center now in Me-
dina. Vet Centers are community based and part of the U.S. Department 
of Veterans Affairs. With the growing number of veterans returning 
home to Medina County from combat, we have coordinated with the 
Westside Vet Center to provide a counselor one day a week here in our 
community. 

Appointments will be available on weekdays at the Medina County Hu-
man Services Building, Room #155, 246 Northland Drive, Medina, Ohio. 

To schedule an appointment call (440) 845-5023 

To learn more about the VA’s Vet Centers visit us on the web 
at: http://www.vetcenter.va.gov/ 

From all of us 
here at the  

Medina County   
Veterans Service 

Office.  
 

We would like to 
wish all of you a 

Merry       
Christmas & 
Happy New 

Year! 

http://www.va.gov/homeless/nationalcallcenter.asp
http://www.suicidepreventionlifeline.org/
https://www.vfw.org/
http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/Medals-Military-Records
tel:440-845-5023
http://www.vetcenter.va.gov/
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VA closes gap in benefits for LGBTQ+     
Veterans and their survivors 

– as well as they’ve served our 
country, and this decision is a 
key part of that effort.” 

Due to bans on same-sex mar-
riages, many LGBTQ+ Veter-
ans were unable to get married 
until Obergefell v. Hodg-
es (6/26/2015) despite being in 
“marriage-type” relationships 
long before that. This wrongly 
precluded many survivors of 
those LGBTQ+ Veterans from 
becoming eligible for survivor 
benefits because their Veteran 
spouse died before the marriage 
met VA’s 
length-of-
marriage re-
quirements 
(one-year 
for survivor 
benefits, eight-
years for a 
higher rate of 
benefits). This decision address-
es that problem by counting the 
duration of marriage from when 
the surviving spouse can estab-
lish a “marriage-type” relation-
ship — such as a commitment 
ceremony, joint banking ac-
count, or joint purchase of a 

house. Importantly, these bene-
fits are not retroactive. 

VA is committed to delivering 
world-class care and benefits to 
LGBTQ+ Veterans. As a part of 
this effort, last year, VA began 
providing benefits to Veterans 
who were given “Other Than 
Honorable” discharges due to 
their sexual orientation. 

LGBTQ+ Veterans can learn 
more about VA’s current health 
offerings on the LGBTQ+ 
Health Program website.   

WASHINGTON — Today, 
the Department of Veterans 
Affairs announced that it is 
closing a gap in survivor ben-
efits for certain survivors of 
LGBTQ+ Veterans — specif-
ically, for those who were un-
able to wed until 
the 2015 Obergefell v. Hodg-
es Supreme Court deci-
sion, and who, therefore, were 
not married to their now-
deceased Veteran spouses for 
long enough to qualify for 
survivor benefits. 

This extension of survivor 
benefits is effective immedi-
ately. Eligible survivors can 
apply for these benefits here, 
and more information about 
this announcement can be 
found here. 

“VA is closing a gap in bene-
fits for surviving spouses of 
LGBTQ+ Veterans, righting a 
wrong that is a legacy of the 
discriminatory federal ban on 
same-sex marriages,” said VA 
Secretary Denis 
McDonough. “It is VA’s mis-
sion to serve all Veterans – 
including LGTBQ+ Veterans 
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 Emergency Financial Assistance For      
Veterans & Dependents 

Title 5901 Veterans – Military Affairs of the 
Ohio Revised Code, requires each County 
Veterans Service Commission/Office to 
establish and administer an immediate assis-
tance program, financial or otherwise.  As 
such, each county develops its own policies 
and guidelines regarding financial assis-
tance and is NOT bound by the policies of 
any other county. 

In Medina County, you may be eligible for 
assistance in the following areas: 

Each applicant for financial assistance must 
meet the definition of a veteran as defined 
by Title 5901.01 of the Ohio Revised Code 
or be an Active Duty member of the Armed 
Forces of the United States, the spouse or 
surviving spouse, a dependent parent, minor 
child, or ward of the veteran or the Active 
Duty member. 

The Commission has developed a set of 
guidelines that is applied to every eligible 
applicant.  It is applied across the board, and 
exceptions to policy are made ONLY when 
the Commission determines that the individ-
ual situation warrants such an exception. 

This program is one of temporary, immedi-
ate financial assistance.  It is not a long term 
assistance program and it is not a subsidy 
program.  Assistance will normally not be 
provided for more than three (3) months per 
application year unless there is a compelling 
reason to do so.  Furthermore assistance will 
not be granted for more than thirty-six (36) 
months in any sixty (60) month period. 

Applicants who are eligible for long term 
assistance programs administered by other 
agencies will be required to apply for those 
assistance programs. 

Every applicant for financial assistance is 
required to complete a formal application 
and provide a complete financial disclosure 
for all members of his/her household.  Fail-
ure to provide all required information may 
result in denial of the application. 

Y 
o 
u 
r 
 

B 
e 
n 
e 
f 
i 
t 
s 

State benefits are provided by the State of Ohio 
and are available to ail Veterans that are state 

residents. 

Federal benefits come from the Federal Govern-
ment and apply equally to all Veterans across the 

country. 

Top 9 Ohio Veteran Benefits FAQs 

Are there special property tax exemptions 
for Ohio veterans? 

Yes, 100% P&T disabled 
veterans receive a proper-
ty tax exemption in Ohio 
up to $25,000, which reduces the taxable 
value of a veteran’s home. In order to quali-
fy, the veteran must be rated as P&T disa-
bled by the VA on January 1st of the year 
they apply. Surviving spouses of eligible 
veterans may also apply for this benefit.  

Are there income tax benefits for Ohio vet-
erans? 

Active service members who are residents 
of Ohio do not have to pay state income tax 
if they are stationed outside of Ohio. 

Does Ohio award college credit for military 
training? 

In 2013, an executive order began requiring 
Ohio colleges to consider military training 
and experience, and award credit and cre-
dentialing appropriately.    

Do Ohio veterans receive preferential treat-
ment when seeking employment?   

Ohio veterans with an honorable discharge 
receive a 20% added credit to the Ohio civil 
service exam for state jobs. 

Does Ohio offer any special financial assis-
tance to veterans and their families?  

The Ohio Veterans Bonus Program is de-
signed to reward veterans who served in 
Afghanistan. It pays a bonus of up to $1,500 
to most service members, calculated by 
adding up time served in both Afghanistan 
and time served elsewhere in the world.  

Are there home-buying benefits for Ohio 
veterans? 

Yes, the Ohio Heroes Home loan offers 
mortgage rates about .25% lower than mar-
ket rates.  

Are there special Ohio veteran benefits 
offering reduced recreational fees? 

The Ohio Department of Natural Resources 
offers free hunting and fishing licenses to 
former POWs and permanently disabled 
veterans. Former POWs and 100% perma-
nently disabled veterans who are also Ohio 
residents can camp for free. There’s a 10% 
discount for other veterans and active mili-
tary at Ohio State Park campgrounds for one 
campsite or rental unit per visit.  

Careers at VA 

Looking for a rewarding career? Perhaps a 
job at the Department of Veterans Affairs is 
just what you’ve been looking for. The VA 
is hiring! With recent changes and an in-
creased number of veterans applying for 
benefits the VA needs more than 2000 new 
employees across the country to work as 
claims processors and related positions.  
Furthermore the VA needs medical personal 
to fill vacant positions across the U.S.  

 

 

 

The Department of Veterans Affairs is com-
mitted to adding and retaining Veterans to 
our workforce. Whether you are a vet inter-
ested at working at VA or you're a Vet that 
already works here - VA for Vets will have 
something for you to find and advance your 
dream career.  

 VISIT SITE 

 

Launch your career at the Nation's largest 
health care system. Whether you are a Vet-
eran or a civilian, work with a team of com-
mitted professionals dedicated to helping 
our Nation's Veterans. Take the first step 
and join VA, today.  

 VISIT SITE 

 

 

 

 

Feds Hire Vets is a single site for federal 
employment information for Veterans, tran-
sitioning service members, their families, 
and federal hiring officials.  

 VISIT SITE 

 

 

Our office is trained to assist you in applying for and pursuing any benefit from Medina County, the State of Ohio or the Federal Government. 

County benefits throughout Ohio are benefits 
provided by the county in which you reside. They 

are provided by the County and are specific to 
those Veterans living within it.  

They are not the same from county to county. 
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https://www.medinacountyveterans.org/veterans-emergency-financial-assistance/
https://www.medinacountyveterans.org/veterans-emergency-financial-assistance/
https://www.va.gov/jobs/
https://www.vaforvets.va.gov/
https://www.vacareers.va.gov/
https://www.vacareers.va.gov/
http://www.medinacountyveteransserviceoffice.org/
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Medina County Veterans Organizations Meeting Times and Places 

Nov 6—Daylight Savings Time Ends 

Nov 8—Election Day 

Nov 9—Medina City, Veterans Day at Saint 
Francis Xavier Church (virtual online) 

Nov 10—Veterans Service Commission Meeting 

Nov 10—USMC, 247th Birthday 

Nov 11—Veterans Day 

Nov 13—US Navy, 246th Birthday 

Nov 24—Thanksgiving Day 

 

Veterans Service Office Closed on: 

Nov 11—Veterans Day   

Nov 24-25—Thanksgiving Day & Day After 

Dec 3—Tank the Truck & Toys for Tots Drive 

Dec 7—Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day (1941) 

Dec 8—Veterans Service Commission Meeting 

Dec 15—Bill of Rights Day 

Dec 16—Battle of the Bulge 

Dec 20—Invasion of Panama: "Operation Just 
Cause (1989)  

Dec 25—Christmas Day 

Dec 31—New Years Eve 

 

Veterans Service Office Closed on: 

Dec 26—Christmas Day 

 

Jan 1—New Years Day 

Jan 12—Veterans Service Commission 
Meeting 

Jan 16—Martin Luther King Day 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Veterans Service Office Closed on: 

Jan 2—New Years Day 

Jan 16—Martin Luther King Day 

NOVEMBER DECEMBER JANUARY 

Dates to Remember 

*** If the information above is not correct please contact our office so that we may update it.  

*** The addresses listed above  are the physical address and not necessarily the mailing address.  

Organization Post # Address City Phone Meeting Times 

American Legion Post #234 1439 S. Carpenter Rd Brunswick   7:00 PM - First Wednesday of each month 

American Legion Post #523 120 Bank St Lodi  (330) 948-1523 6:00 PM - Second Thursday of each month 

American Legion Post #202 620 N. Broadway St Medina   (330) 416-0792 7:00 PM - Fourth Monday of each month 

American Legion Post #170 129 Main St Wadsworth (330) 334-1119 7:00 PM - Second Monday of each month 

AMVETS Post #1990 620 N. Broadway St Medina   7:00 PM - First Monday of each month 

Blue Star Mothers of Medina  

County  
  1439 S. Carpenter Rd Brunswick  6:30 PM - Third Tuesday of each month 

Disabled American Veterans Chapter #72 620 N. Broadway St Medina   7:00 PM - Second Tuesday of each month 

MARINE Corps League DET #569 3916 Pearl Rd Medina  7:00 PM - Third Tuesday of each month 

Medina County Veterans  

Coalition 
 Various Posts 

Medina 
County 

 
9:00 AM - Second Saturday every third 

month.  

Medina County Women of the  

Military 
  Email only 

Medina 
County 

 mcwomilitary@yahoo.com  

Rolling Thunder Chapter #8 3916 Pearl Rd. Medina  12:00PM - Second Sunday of each month 

Veterans of Foreign Wars  Post #9520 1439 S. Carpenter Rd Brunswick (330) 273-4892 7:00 PM - Second Monday of each month 

Veterans of Foreign Wars  Post #5137 3916 Pearl Rd Medina (330) 725-0884 7:00 PM - First Tuesday of each month 

Veterans of Foreign Wars  Post #5563 6731 Center Rd. Valley City (330) 483-3792 7:00 PM - Second Monday of each month 

Veterans of Foreign Wars  Post #1089 121 Main St Wadsworth (330) 336-5008 8:00 PM - Third Tuesday of each month 

Veterans of Foreign Wars  Post #8753 39 F Main St. Seville  8:30 PM - Third Thursday of each month 

Vietnam Veterans of America 
Chapter 

#385 
620 N. Broadway Medina   

7:00 PM - First Thursday of each month        
(no meeting in July) 

http://www.veteranscrisisline.net/Resources/SpreadTheWord.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/AMVETSPost1990/
http://www.davmembersportal.org/chapters/oh/72/default.aspx
http://mcwomilitary.weebly.com/
http://mcwomilitary.weebly.com/
mailto:mcwomilitary@yahoo.com
http://www.rollingthunderohio8.org/
http://vfw9520.org/?9505aeb8
http://medinavfw.com/
http://www.vva.org/VVAChapter385.html


This newsletter is provided as a 

courtesy only. The Medina County 
Veterans Commission does not 
endorse the content of these 
newsletters or of other organi-
zations' policies or products.  
The information provided here is 
for your personal use only and is 

in some cases reprinted for the 
sole purpose of the Veterans of 
Medina County. 

Your Newest Edition of The  
Medina County Veterans Newsletter 

 
Would you rather receive this in your email in-box?  

Go to our website at: www.medinacountyveterans.org and register today! 

Medina County Veterans Service Office 

 Our Mission! 

Our Pledge  

When you come into the 
County Veterans Service 
Office you will be assisted 
by one of our knowledgeable 
associates. The people that 
work in the Medina County 
Veterans Service Office have 
a compassionate under-
standing of the problems 
which confront veterans, 
widows, widowers, and their 
families.  

We provide two basic ser-
vices: 
1. Temporary immediate 

financial aid and assis-
tance to eligible veter-
ans and family mem-
bers who have demon-
strated a need as set 
forth by the Commis-
sion. 

2. Assist veterans, family 
members and survivors 
when applying to the 
U.S. Department of 
Veterans Affairs (VA) 
for benefits. 

Our assistance includes 

but is not limited to: 
a. Financial Assistance 
b. Rent and mortgage pay-

ments 
c. Utilities: Gas, Electric and 

Water 
d. Food and personal Hygiene 

items 
e. Certain Medical 
f. Transportation to and from 

VA Medical Centers in 
Cleveland (Wade Park), 
Parma and Akron, Ohio 

g. Grave markers and flags 
h. Free Notary for Veterans & 

Families 
i. Veterans Identification 

Cards (unofficial) through 
the Medina County Record-
ers Office 

j. Free transportation on the 
Medina County Public 

Transit (MCPT) with proper 
ID 

k. Dental Program in partner-
ship with the Medina County 
Health Department 

Service Assistance: 
a. Proper submission of claims 

to the U.S. Department of 
Veterans Affairs (VA) 

b. Representation at the Board 
of Veterans Appeals (BVA) 

c. Preparations of forms and 
paperwork 

d. Documentation of claims and 
pertinent data 

e. Submission for records, 
awards decorations and med-
als 

f. DD 214 certification 
g. Employment resources 

(website) 
Our services are FREE of 
charge! 

Medina County 
Veterans Service Office 
210 Northland Dr. 

Medina, Ohio 44256 

 

 

Your Address Could Be Here! 

Medina County 
Veterans Newsletter 

Contact the Medina County Veterans Service Office 
210 Northland Dr.  - Medina, Ohio 44256 

 
Call:  330.722.9368    Toll Free: 844.722.3800 x-9368 FAX: 330.722.9378 
E-mail: veterans@medinacountyveterans.org 
Office Hours: Monday - Wednesday - Thursday - Friday  8:00a - 4:00p 
Tuesday 10:00a - 4:00p (Closed daily Noon – 1:00 PM for Lunch) 

http://www.medinacountyveterans.org
http://www.medinacountyveteransserviceoffice.org
mailto:veterans@medinacountyveterans.org

