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There is a lot coming down the 
pipeline hopefully soon with VA 
benefits. As I write this, one of the 
largest pieces of legislation is cur-
rently being reviewed by the US 
Senate and House. The PACT Act 
would be one of the largest substan-
tive health and benefit expansions 
in VA’s history, comparable in 
scale and impact to the Agent Or-
ange Act in 1991. The bill itself 
will cost an estimated $226 billion 
dollars over a twenty-year period 
and has been backed by every ma-
jor veteran’s organization out there. 
Some of the issues it addresses.  

Expands VA care to more than 3.5 
million post-9/11 veterans exposed 
to toxins. 

Adds 23 conditions to VA’s pre-
sumption list for toxic exposure. 

Provides toxic exposure screenings 
to all veterans at VA medical ap-
pointments and boosts training and 
education for VA personnel on ill-
nesses connected to toxins. 

Establishes 31 new VA facilities 
and invests in VA claims pro-
cessing. 

Expands the list of locations with 
presumed exposure to Agent Or-
ange to include Thailand, Cambo-
dia, Laos, Guam, American Samoa, 

and Johnston Atoll, covering Vi-
etnam War-era service in most in-
stances and extending past the 
war’s end for some locations. 

Require a series of research pro-
jects, studies, and surveys tracking 
toxic exposure-related health care 
concerns, ranging from cancer rates 
to mental health issues to overall 
VA treatment. 

Officially known as the Sergeant 
First Class Heath Robinson Honor-
ing our Promise to Address Com-
prehensive Toxics (PACT) Act is 
important to all veterans that have 
served in the last sixty or so years 
and those that will serve in the fu-
ture. Its not a done deal even 
though the President has stated if 
passed and sent to him that he will 
sign it. I encourage you to contact 
your legislators and encourage them 
to support the PACT Act. Hopeful-
ly by the time this goes to print it 
may be a done deal and already 
passed.  

With that said, the VA currently 
adjudicates about 1.5 million claims 
per year for disability compensa-
tion, they expect that to double with 
the passing of PACT Act. We ex-
pect the process to slow a bit on the 
VA’s side which is something that 
doesn’t make any of us, especially 
our veterans, happy. Our office alt-
hough small in size, completes an 
estimated four-hundred new claims  
for disability compensation. With 
that number expected to double 
soon we have already set things in 
motion to be able to 

Continued on Page 4 

Veterans will continue to file more claims 
than in the past; and should do so! 

We’re Looking 
For a Few Good 

Advocates! 

The Medina Coun-
ty Veterans Service 
Office is accepting 
applications for the fol-
lowing positions: 
1. *County Veterans 

Service Officer  
(CVSO) (Full-time) 

2. **Outreach Coordi-
nator (Part-time) 

3. ***Driver (Part-
time) 

 
More information is 
available on our website 
at:  
www.medinacountyveter
ans.org/jobs 
 

• *Application & full 
resume with cover 
letter with  DD 214 

• ** Application  & 
resume with DD 214 
if applicable 

• ***Application & 
resume with DD 214 

https://www.medinacountyveterans.org/jobs/
https://www.medinacountyveterans.org/jobs/
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Our office can provide  
transportation for veterans 

to the following VA  
Healthcare facilities 

 
Wade Park Hospital 

Monday through Friday 
Parma CBOC 

Monday through Friday 
Akron CBOC 

Monday through Friday 
  

We ask that you make your ap-
pointments between the hours 

of 9:00 AM and NOON.  
 

(Tell them you are a van rider). 
 
 

VA Medical  

Centers  

Inpatient and Outpatient Care is 
Available at the  

Following Hospitals 
 

Wade Park Center 
10701 East Boulevard—

Cleveland, OH 44106 
Phone: (216) 791-3800 

Fax: (216) 421-3217 
For appointments or  

medication:  
(800) 379-8387 

 
Parma Community Based Clinic 

8787 Brookpark Rd. 
Parma, OH 44134 

Phone: (216) 739-7000 
 

Akron Community Based Clinic 
55 W. Waterloo 

Akron, OH 44319-1116 
Phone: (330) 724-7715 

 
EMERGENCY ROOM CARE IS 

AVAILABLE AT WADE PARK 24 
HOURS A DAY, SEVEN DAYS A 

WEEK. 
 

If you have an emergency you 
may want to consider going to 

the local hospital 

Veterans Day at the Medina County Fair 
Monday, August 1st, 2022 

 

• Noon to 4:00PM; Veterans Organizations and 
Veterans Affairs Booths and displays 

• 1:00—3:00; 338th Army Country Band 

http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/Transportation
http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/Transportation
http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/Transportation
http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/Transportation
http://www.cleveland.va.gov/
http://www.cleveland.va.gov/locations/Parma.asp
http://www2.va.gov/directory/guide/facility.asp?ID=926


Medina County Veterans  
Service Commission 

 

Joseph Destro; President 

    

Jim Hoessle; Vice President 

 

Phillip Grassa; Secretary  

 

Jack Forster; Commissioner 

   

Victoria Olson; Commissioner 

 
           Office Staff 

 
Director / Service Officer 
Edward Zackery 
1SG, U.S. Army (retired) 
 
Office Manager / Veterans  
Benefits Consultant 
Jennafer Slonaker 
 
Out-Reach Specialist / Veterans  
Benefits Consultant 
Sue Boggs 
 
Administrative Assistant 
Fran Amsden 
 
Intake Specialist 
Vacant 
 

Contact Information 
 

Phone: (330) 722-9368 
Email:  
veterans@medinacountyveterans.org 
Website: 
www.medinacountyveterans.org 
Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/MedinaCou
ntyVeteransServiceOffice/ 
 
Address: 
210 Northland Dr 
Medina, Ohio 44256  
 
***Public Meeting: 2nd Thursday of  
every month at 4:00PM. 
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A Message From the  
County Veterans  

Service Officer 

Well, I hope everyone is enjoying 
their summer. We had beautiful 
weather for this year’s Memorial 
Day Services, and it was good that 
all the communities here in the 
County were able to hold ceremo-
nies this year, after a two-year 
pause due to the pandemic. I know 
everyone was eager to get back to 
normal and spend the day honor-
ing our fallen comrades. Our com-
munities here within Medina 
County traditionally start the day 
and stop and REMEMBER those 
that have passed and especially 
those that gave their lives during 
their service. We REFLECT the 
sacrifices that these Americans 
have given for our freedom, and 
RESPECT the service of those 
who volunteered and others that 
were called up but served willingly 
and with honor.  It is important to 
do this so that their service and 
those lives lost were not in vain 
and to show our next generation 
just how important and fragile our 
freedoms really are. That they are 
worth fighting and dying for. Me-
morial Day is the only day where 
the Flag is at half staff from sun-
rise until noon, then raised at noon 
to full staff for the remainder of 
the day. This is so we take the time 
to remember and honor those now 
gone and the lives lost in the 

morning. In the afternoon for us to 
celebrate their lives and the lives 
of their comrades still with us that 
fought with them. We do this well 
here in Medina County and should 
be proud of that.  

We are looking forward to Veter-
ans Day at the Medina County Fair 
Monday, August 1st. Festivities 
will start around noon and we will 
have the 338th US Army Country 
Band play form 1:00PM to 
3:00PM in the main pavilion. Vet-
erans admission is free all day. 
Come on out for some free food as 
well as some great music and com-
radery with your fellow veterans. 
Of course if you miss us we will 
have a table in the community cen-
ter all week long.  

I know in our last newsletter we 
announced the expansion of our 
building in 2023. I am happy to 
announce in this newsletter we are 
taking applications for three open 
positions within the office. More 
information can be found on the 
front cover and on our website.  

I will be providing our semi-
annual report next month to the 
County Commissioners and I am 
happy to report that we saw a 4-
million dollar increase in money 
coming into the county for the year 
2021. $84.5 million was spent by 
the VA on veterans that live within 
Medina County. Almost $45 mil-
lion was direct compensation or 
pension payments. We are also 
happy that our financial assistance 
has been relatively low, even with 
expanded services. We attribute 
this to the low unemployment rate 
for veterans within the county. The 
full report will be available in the 
fall.   

Respectively  

County Veterans Service Officer              
Medina County, Ohio 

mailto:veterans@medinacountyveterans.org
http://www.medinacountyveterans.org
https://www.facebook.com/MedinaCountyVeteransServiceOffice/C:/Users/EdwardZackery/Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates
https://www.facebook.com/MedinaCountyVeteransServiceOffice/C:/Users/EdwardZackery/Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates
https://www.google.com/maps/place/210+Northland+Dr,+Medina,+OH+44256/@41.1517988,-81.8685782,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x8830b7ffd43d8561:0xc053f9cbab9312f8!8m2!3d41.1517988!4d-81.8663895
https://www.google.com/maps/place/210+Northland+Dr,+Medina,+OH+44256/@41.1517988,-81.8685782,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x8830b7ffd43d8561:0xc053f9cbab9312f8!8m2!3d41.1517988!4d-81.8663895
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Congressional Representatives 
  

Congressman Anthony  
Gonzales (R),  
16 District 
Strongsville Office 
13477 Prospect Rd. 
Strongsville, OH 44149 
(440) 783-3695 
***Canton Office 
4150 Beldon Village St. 
Suite 607 
Canton, OH 44718 
(330) 599-7037 
Washington, DC Office 
1023 Longworth HOB 
Washington, DC 20515 
(202) 225-3876 
https://anthonygonzalez.house.gov/ 
 

Congressman Bob Gibbs (R) 
District: 7 
Ashland Office 
110 Cottage Street  
Ashland, Ohio 44805  
Phone: (419) 207-0650  
Fax: (419) 207-0655  
Washington, DC Office  
329 Cannon House Office Building  
Washington, DC 20515  
Phone: (202) 225-6265  
Fax: (202) 225-3394  
http://gibbs.house.gov/about-me 
 
Senator Sherrod Brown (D) 
Cleveland, Office 
1301 East Ninth St.,  
Suite 1710 
Cleveland, Ohio 44114 
p (216) 522-7272 
f (216) 522-2239 
Toll Free 1-888-896-6446 
Washington, DC Office 
713 Hart Senate 
Office Bldg. 
Washington, DC 20510 
p (202) 224-2315 
f (202) 228-6321 
www.brown.senate.gov/contact/ 
 
Senator Rob Portman (R) 
Cleveland, Office 
1240 East 9th Street 
Room 3061 
Cleveland, OH 44199 
Phone: 216-522-7095  
Washington, DC Office 
B40D Dirksen Senate Office Build-
ing 
Washington, DC 20510 
Phone: 202-224-3353  
https://www.portman.senate.gov/p
ublic/index.cfm/home 

The purpose of the Medina County Veterans Memorial Fund 501c 3, 
is to make a difference in the lives of Veterans and/or their families in 
times of financial need and to promote and support veteran’s activities 
throughout Medina County. 

Your donation stays in Medina County to help the Veterans of your 
community! 

You can make a tax deductible donation by mailing your check or 
money order to: 
Medina County Veterans Memorial Fund 501(C)3 
P.O Box #523; Brunswick, Ohio 44212 

 Gave more than $5,000 out to disabled or severely ill Veterans in 2021 

 Provided 100 veterans families with Christmas dinners 2021 

 Provided more than 500 families with laundry 
detergent and sundry packs 

 Sponsored Holiday meals for more than 50 Vet-
erans families 2020 

 Help purchase a vehicle for a Veteran |  Help a 
Veterans family reduce the risk of being home-
less | Repair a Veterans home to make it safe and 
accommodating 

 Pay medical bills for severely ill Veteran  

 

The Medina County Veterans Memorial Fund 501(C) 
3 is not a part of the Medina County Veterans Service 
Office. 

Any donations to our office go to the Medina County 
Veterans Memorial Fund 501(C) 3. 

handle 
them here at the Medina County 
Veterans Service Office. Last 
year even prior to this bill going 
to congress I reported to the Me-
dina County Veterans Service 
Commission that we have 
reached capacity and couldn’t do 
much more with the current 
structure. From 2008 until 2019 
we increased the number of cli-
ents we see by 400%, from ap-
proximately 700-800 per year to 
more than 3,000 per year. We 
have also increased the services 
and programs we provide to our 
veterans. We went from three 
main services or programs to 
more than ten. That coupled with 
additional administrative and 
technical requirements we need-
ed to expand to keep up the great 

service our veterans and their 
families have come to expect 
from our office. We put a pro-
posal forward to the Board of 
County Commissioners which 
was unanimously approved for 
American Rescue Plan Act 
(ARPA) funds to expand our 
building footprint and move for-
ward into the future. We are in 
the first phase of planning but 
some of things we are looking at 
are two additional offices, a com-
munity room, and an expanded 
waiting room. We are glad that 
we have such a supporting Board 
of County Commissioners and 
that they share our vision of tak-
ing care of our veterans here in 
Medina County. We are hoping 
to have the project completed by 
the end of 2023. 

Continued from Front Page 

Medina County Veterans Memorial Fund 
Assists County Veterans, Donate Today! 

https://anthonygonzalez.house.gov/
http://gibbs.house.gov/about-me
http://www.brown.senate.gov/contact/
https://www.portman.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/homeC:/Users/EdwardZackery/Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates
https://www.portman.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/homeC:/Users/EdwardZackery/Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates


Medina County Veterans Newsletter  Page 5  



Volume 15 ,  I ssue 1  Page 6  

614-644-0898   main number 

877-644-6838   benefits info 

How to Contact Your  

Ohio State Government  

Representatives 2021  

 

Sharon A. Ray (R)  

Ohio House of Representatives  

Republican - District -069  
77 S. High St. 
13th Floor # 1384 
Columbus, OH. 43215  

Phone: (614) 466-8140  

Email: rep69@ohiohouse.gov  

 

Darrell Kick (R)  

Ohio House of Representatives  

Republican - District -70 77 S. 
High St. 11th Floor Columbus, OH 
43215-6111  

Phone: 614-466-2994  

Fax: 614-719-6997  

Email: district70@ohr.state.oh.us  

 

Senator Mark Romanchuk (R) 

Ohio Senate  

Republican - District -022 Senate  

Senate Building 
1 Capitol Square 
1st Floor 
Columbus, OH 43215 

Phone: (614) 466-7505 

Congratulations to David Lofy and Holly Helmick-Sprowl 

Dave was selected for the Medina County’s Veteran of the Year for 2022. Da-

vid Lofy served twenty years on active duty in the US Navy and the Coast 

Guard before retiring. Since then, he has not stopped serving his fellow veter-

ans.  

Holly was selected for the Medina County Veteran Advocate of the Year 2022. 

Holly has been the canteen manager for American Legion Post 523 in Lodi for 

three years and is the secret to the success of the legion post.  

From left to right: Dave Taylor Chairperson, Holly Helmick-Sprowl 2022 Veter-

ans Advocate of the Year, Catherine Owen Coalition President, David Lofy 

2022 Veterans of the Year 

2022 Veterans and Military Banquet 

Korean War and Korean Service Veter-
ans were honored by the Coalition Pres-
ident Catherine Owen during the awards 
ceremony 

All Veterans Picture 

Dave and Beth Lofy 

Veterans Group Picture 

Medina County Leadership: Judge Gary 
Werner Medina Municipal Court Judge, 
Colleen Swedyk Medina County Com-
missioner, Judge Kevin W. Dunn has 
been presiding over the Medina County 
Court of Common Pleas Judge, Dennis 
Hanwell Mayor Medina, William Hut-
son Medina County Commissioner and 
State Representative Sharon Ray 

Chief Bob Park and his wife Pamela 

Past President 82nd Airborne Associa-
tion Gary Rezabek 

Lodi American Legion CDR 
Brian Stewart and 
Holly Helmick-
Sprowl 

SAVE THE DATE! Next years Banquet will be Friday, April 28, 2023 

mailto:rep69@ohiohouse.gov
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Joint Veterans Coalition of Medina Coun-

Here is the list for the Veteran Coalition Meetings to include 
date, time, place, sponsorship and workshops. 

Save the Date! 

You can check out all the updates for the Joint Veterans Coalition of Medina County (JVCMC) at: 

https://www.medinacountyveterans.org/about/our-services/joint-veterans-coalition-of-medina-county-
ohio/ 

I invite all Veterans and others who support veterans. Please help us with your input on the issues con-
cerning all of our Veteran organizations in Medina County.  

In order to be a viable unit, we need people  from all of the organizations to participate by providing 
support and information.  

    Catherine Owen 

    President, Joint Veterans Coalition of Medina County 

Date Time Location Sponsor 

Saturday, October 8, 2022 9:00 AM Medina County Veterans Memorial Hall DAV #72 

On June 23rd Veterans Service Office      
Director Ed Zackery and County Commis-
sioner Bill Huston had the opportunity this 
past month to honor and present a few    
certificates to Mr. Pennington our counties 
newest veteran centurion. Mr. Pennington 
served with the 8th Army Air Corps during 
WW II flying the B24 Liberator over the 
skies of Europe during the war. After the 
war he was a flying instructor at Cleveland 
Hopkins Airport and the founder of Ridge-
top Golf Course here in Medina County. 
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https://www.medinacountyveterans.org/about/our-services/joint-veterans-coalition-of-medina-county-ohio/
https://www.medinacountyveterans.org/about/our-services/joint-veterans-coalition-of-medina-county-ohio/
https://www.medinavethall.com/
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VA suspends annual reassessments in the Program of 
Comprehensive Assistance for Family Caregivers  

care for them, their families, 
caregivers and survivors,” said 
VA Deputy Secretary Donald 
Remy. “Although we’ve come a 
long way in supporting caregiv-
ers through the Program of 
Comprehensive Assistance for 
Family Caregivers, we have 
much more work to do. In our 
effort to uphold our sacred obli-
gation to families of Veterans, 
VA continues its review of 
PCAFC to ensure department 
requirements and procedures 
meet the needs of caregivers 
and Veterans participating in 
the program.” Facility Caregiv-
er Support Program staff will 
however continue to initiate re-

assessments for Veterans and 
family caregivers for certain 
purposes, such as when a Veter-
an or caregiver requests to be 
considered for an increase in 
stipend level or if there is evi-
dence of an increased need for 
personal care services. VA will 
also continue to conduct well-
ness visits. Appeal and review 
options for those who disagree 
with a PCAFC determination 
remain the same. Visit VA’s 
reassessment updates for more 
information or contact your lo-
cal CSP team with any addi-
tional questions.  

WASHINGTON — The De-
partment of Veterans Affairs 
is suspending annual reassess-
ments for participants of the 
Program of Comprehensive 
Assistance for Family Care-
givers while the department 
continues its review of 
PCAFC. This applies to all 
Veterans and family caregiv-
ers participating in the pro-
gram; additionally, VA will 
not discharge or reduce sti-
pends based on a reassess-
ment. “President Biden has 
made clear ‘because Veterans 
are the backbone, the spine of 
who we are as a country,’ we 
have a sacred obligation to 

VA Secretary Denis McDonough statement on PACT Act  

Promise to Address Compre-
hensive Toxics (PACT) Act 
makes good on that promise. In 
my recent press conference, I 
spoke in detail about the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs’ 
strong support of the PACT Act 
because the bipartisan bill will 
help us advance one of the de-
partment’s top priorities: get-
ting more Veterans into VA 
care. President Biden has also 

been clear about his commit-
ment to getting more VA health 
care to veterans impacted by 
toxic exposures, which is why 
we need Congress to send the 
PACT Act to his desk. Study 
after study demonstrates Veter-
ans in VA care do better — and 
this legislation could bring up 
to 3.5 million more Veterans 
into our 
care. The 

WASHINGTON — President 
Biden has stated we have a 
sacred obligation to support 
Veterans, their families, care-
givers and survivors. As part 
of his first State of the Union 
address, he identified support-
ing Veterans as a key pillar of 
his Unity Agenda and an is-
sue that can unite the country. 
The Sergeant First Class 
Heath Robinson Honoring our Continued on next page 
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Challenge Coin Funds go towards 
the Medina County Veterans    

Memorial Fund 501c3 
Helping Veterans and their fami-

lies in Medina County 

We have a dental  
program for Veterans 
with limited income, 
give us a call to see if 

you are eligible. 

If you have served in any combat zone, there is a Vet Center now in Me-
dina. Vet Centers are community based and part of the U.S. Department 
of Veterans Affairs. With the growing number of veterans returning 
home to Medina County from combat, we have coordinated with the 
Westside Vet Center to provide a counselor one day a week here in our 
community. 

Appointments will be available on weekdays at the Medina County Hu-
man Services Building, Room #155, 246 Northland Drive, Medina, Ohio. 

To schedule an appointment call (440) 845-5023 

To learn more about the VA’s Vet Centers visit us on the web 
at: http://www.vetcenter.va.gov/ 

PACT Act would be one of the 
largest substantive health and 
benefit expansions in VA’s his-
tory, comparable in scale and 
impact to the Agent Orange 
Act. It would codify many of 
the ongoing efforts by the de-
partment to improve its process 
for establishment of presump-
tions of service connection due 
to toxic exposure, reducing the 
burden for Veterans and in-
creasing transparency. We sup-
port the expansion of access to 
VA health care in the PACT 
Act and will work to ensure that 
the expansion of eligibility for 
health care does not result in 
the delay or disruption of care 
for those Veterans already re-
ceiving health care from VA. I 

want to personally thank Sena-
tors Jon Tester (D-MT) and Jer-
ry Moran (R-KS) for beginning 
to address the operational im-
pact on VA by investing heavi-
ly in VA claims processing, 
VA’s workforce and VA health 
care facilities. These invest-
ments and more are necessary 
for us to deliver the timely, 
quality services, benefits and 
care our Veterans deserve. As 
always, we encourage Veterans 
to continue to file their claims 
for disability compensation and 
other benefits as we anticipate 
this legislation so VA can pro-
vide the benefits and care they 
have earned and deserve.  

http://www.va.gov/homeless/nationalcallcenter.asp
http://www.suicidepreventionlifeline.org/
https://www.vfw.org/
http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/Medals-Military-Records
tel:440-845-5023
http://www.vetcenter.va.gov/


Page 14  

 Frequently Asked Questions 

I have lost my discharge.  Can I get a 
replacement copy? 

Yes. We have a number of sources we can 
check in the State of Ohio for your dis-
charge. If it is not available here, we can 
order it via a system called EVETRECS and 
have it for you in approximately 6 weeks or 
sometimes sooner. 

In most cases, we can help you order copies 
of your military records, service medical 
records, and replacement awards and deco-
rations. 

My father was a veteran.  Does that make 
me eligible for benefits from VA or your 
financial assistance? 

Not necessarily. VA benefits for dependents 
vary based on the benefit to which the spon-
sor (parent) was entitled. Children of veter-
ans may be eligible for financial assistance 
from our office in very limited circumstanc-
es. 

My ex-spouse was a veteran. Am I enti-
tled to benefits? 

Generally, the answer is no. The end of the 
marriage normally means the end of eligi-
bility for benefits. 

I am a veteran. The VA will pay for my 
funeral and burial expenses, right? 

No. Only veterans who are receiving mone-
tary benefits at the time of death qualify for 
the payment of burial and/or funeral ex-
pense. Even in those cases, VA payments 
will not come close to paying for the aver-
age funeral and burial expense. 

I got hurt when I was in the service. Does 
that means I am service connected? 

No. You are not service connected until the 
VA adjudicates your formal claim and 
grants service connection.  It is a formal, 
legal process. 

I was told I cannot file a claim for service 
connection because I have been out too 
long? 

Not true. It may be harder to get your claim 
approved, but there is no time limit for fil-
ing a claim for service connection. We rec-
ommend you file as soon as possible after 
release from active duty, because the effec-
tive date of your claim is determined by 
when you file, and the start payment date is 
the same. If you got out in 1958 and your 
claim is approved in 2010, you will be paid 
only from the date you filed your claim – 
not back to your discharge. 

Y 
o 
u 
r 
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State benefits are provided by the State of Ohio 
and are available to ail Veterans that are state 

residents. 

Federal benefits come from the Federal Govern-
ment and apply equally to all Veterans across the 

country. 

Hall of Fame  

The Ohio Veterans Hall of Fame recognizes 
the post-military efforts of outstanding Ohi-
oans who contribute to their communities.  

Inductees into the Veterans Hall of Fame 
served their country honorably and continue 
to serve their communities. 

The Ohio Veterans Hall of Fame has induct-
ed 934 veterans since its inception in 1992. 
Each year, an executive committee, made 
up of representatives from Ohio's veterans 
organizations, selects up to 20 honorees. 
Inductees into the Ohio Veterans Hall of 
Fame served their country honorably and 
continue to serve their communities, state 
and nation after discharge through volun-
teerism, advocacy, professional distinction, 
public service and advocacy.  

 

VA Home Loans 

What Is a VA-Guaranteed Loan? 

A VA-guaranteed loan can be used to: buy a 
home, a manufactured home, or a condo-
minium buy a lot for a manufactured home 
build, repair, or improve a home (including 
energy efficient improvements) refinance an 
existing loan 

A VA-guaranteed loan offers a number of 
safeguards and advantages over a non VA-
guaranteed loan. For example, the interest 
rate is competitive with conventional rates 
with little or no down payment required. 
VA-guaranteed loans are made by private 
lenders, such as banks, savings and loan 
associations, and mortgage companies. As 
with any loan, you must apply directly to 
the lender. Your real estate broker can assist 
you in finding a lender. 

When the loan is approved, VA will guaran-
tee part of it. The amount of VA’s guaranty 
usually depends on the size of the loan. This 
guaranty protects the lender against loss up 
to the amount guaranteed by VA. The larg-
est guaranty that VA can give is an amount 
equal to 25% of the Freddie Mac conform-
ing loan limit for single-family residences. 
These limits are subject to change each 
year. 

Who Is Eligible? 

Generally, the following persons are eligi-
ble: veterans who were discharged since 
9/16/40, under other than dishonorable con-
ditions military personnel on active duty 
who have served a minimum period certain 
Reservists and National Guard members 
surviving spouses of certain deceased veter-
ans 

Note: There are certain other groups of 
individuals who may be eligible. For infor-
mation about these groups, contact VA at 
the toll-free number below. 

What Documents Do I Need to Provide the 
Lender To Receive a VA-Guaranteed Loan? 

The lender will need a Certificate of Eligi-
bility to prove that you are eligible for a 
VA-guaranteed loan. Certificates are issued 
by VA’s Loan Eligibility Center in Win-
ston-Salem, North Carolina to eligible per-
sons who apply for the certificate. The Eli-
gibility Center can be reached by calling 
toll-free below. Often times, your lender 
may be able to access VA’s secure web site 
and obtain a certificate for you. 1-877-827-
3702 . 

Our office is trained to assist you in applying for and pursuing any benefit from Medina County, the State of Ohio or the Federal Government. 

County benefits throughout Ohio are benefits 
provided by the county in which you reside. They 

are provided by the County and are specific to 
those Veterans living within it.  

They are not the same from county to county. 
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We’re Looking For a 
Few Good               

Advocates! 

  

The Medina County 
Veterans Service     
Office is accepting 
applications for the following 
positions: 
1. County Veterans Service 

Officer  (CVSO) 
2. Outreach Coordinator 

(Part-time) 
3. Driver 
 
More information is available 
on our website. 

https://www.medinacountyveterans.org/benefits/faqs/
https://dvs.ohio.gov/hall-of-fame
https://benefits.va.gov/homeloans/
http://www.medinacountyveteransserviceoffice.org/
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Medina County Veterans Organizations Meeting Times and Places 

August 1—Veterans Day at the Medina County 
Fair (free admission for veterans, events in the 
pavilion from Noon to 4:00pm) 

Aug 4—US Coast Guard Established (1790) 

Aug 11—Veterans Service Commission meeting 
4: 00 PM 

Aug 14—Japan Surrendered ending WWII 
(1945) 

Sept 5—Labor Day 

Sept 8—Veterans Service Commission meeting  
4: 00 PM 

Sept 11—Patriot Day (Flags at Half Staff) 

Sept 18—US Air Force Established (1947) 

Sep 16—POW/MIA Remembrance Day 

Sep—25 Gold Star Mothers Day 

 

 

 

 

***Veterans Service Office Closed on:                

Sept 5 for Labor Day  

Oct 10—Columbus Day 

Oct 13—Veterans Service Commission 
meeting 4: 00 PM 

Oct 13—US Navy established (1775) 

Oct 12—First ground forces land in             
Afghanistan (2001) 

 

 

 

 

 

***Veterans Service Office Closed on:                

Oct 11 for Columbus Day  

AUGUST SEPTEMBER OCTOBER 

Dates to Remember 

*** If the information above is not correct please contact our office so that we may update it.  

*** The addresses listed above  are the physical address and not necessarily the mailing address.  

Organization Post # Address City Phone Meeting Times 

American Legion Post #234 1439 S. Carpenter Rd Brunswick   7:00 PM - First Wednesday of each month 

American Legion Post #523 120 Bank St Lodi  (330) 948-1523 6:00 PM - Second Thursday of each month 

American Legion Post #202 620 N. Broadway St Medina   (330) 416-0792 7:00 PM - Fourth Monday of each month 

American Legion Post #170 129 Main St Wadsworth (330) 334-1119 7:00 PM - Second Monday of each month 

AMVETS Post #1990 620 N. Broadway St Medina   7:00 PM - First Monday of each month 

Blue Star Mothers of Medina  

County  
  1439 S. Carpenter Rd Brunswick  6:30 PM - Third Tuesday of each month 

Disabled American Veterans Chapter #72 620 N. Broadway St Medina   7:00 PM - Second Tuesday of each month 

MARINE Corps League DET #569 3916 Pearl Rd Medina  7:00 PM - Third Tuesday of each month 

Medina County Veterans  

Coalition 
 Various Posts 

Medina 
County 

 
9:00 AM - Second Saturday every third 

month.  

Medina County Women of the  

Military 
  Email only 

Medina 
County 

 mcwomilitary@yahoo.com  

Rolling Thunder Chapter #8 3916 Pearl Rd. Medina  2-4:00 PM - Second Sunday of each month 

Veterans of Foreign Wars  Post #9520 1439 S. Carpenter Rd Brunswick (330) 273-4892 7:00 PM - Second Monday of each month 

Veterans of Foreign Wars  Post #5137 3916 Pearl Rd Medina (330) 725-0884 7:00 PM - First Tuesday of each month 

Veterans of Foreign Wars  Post #5563 6731 Center Rd. Valley City (330) 483-3792 7:00 PM - Second Monday of each month 

Veterans of Foreign Wars  Post #1089 121 Main St Wadsworth (330) 336-5008 8:00 PM - Third Tuesday of each month 

Veterans of Foreign Wars  Post #8753 39 F Main St. Seville  8:30 PM - Third Thursday of each month 

Vietnam Veterans of America 
Chapter 

#385 
620 N. Broadway Medina   

7:00 PM - First Thursday of each month        
(no meeting in July) 

http://www.veteranscrisisline.net/Resources/SpreadTheWord.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/AMVETSPost1990/
http://www.davmembersportal.org/chapters/oh/72/default.aspx
http://mcwomilitary.weebly.com/
http://mcwomilitary.weebly.com/
mailto:mcwomilitary@yahoo.com
http://www.rollingthunderohio8.org/
http://vfw9520.org/?9505aeb8
http://medinavfw.com/
http://www.vva.org/VVAChapter385.html


This newsletter is provided as a 

courtesy only. The Medina County 
Veterans Commission does not 
endorse the content of these 
newsletters or of other organi-
zations' policies or products.  
The information provided here is 
for your personal use only and is 

in some cases reprinted for the 
sole purpose of the Veterans of 
Medina County. 

Your Newest Edition of The  
Medina County Veterans Newsletter 

 
Would you rather receive this in your email in-box?  

Go to our website at: www.medinacountyveterans.org and register today! 

Medina County Veterans Service Office 

 Our Mission! 

Our Pledge  

When you come into the 
County Veterans Service 
Office you will be assisted 
by one of our knowledgeable 
associates. The people that 
work in the Medina County 
Veterans Service Office have 
a compassionate under-
standing of the problems 
which confront veterans, 
widows, widowers, and their 
families.  

We provide two basic ser-
vices: 
1. Temporary immediate 

financial aid and assis-
tance to eligible veter-
ans and family mem-
bers who have demon-
strated a need as set 
forth by the Commis-
sion. 

2. Assist veterans, family 
members and survivors 
when applying to the 
U.S. Department of 
Veterans Affairs (VA) 
for benefits. 

Our assistance includes 

but is not limited to: 
a. Financial Assistance 
b. Rent and mortgage pay-

ments 
c. Utilities: Gas, Electric and 

Water 
d. Food and personal Hygiene 

items 
e. Certain Medical 
f. Transportation to and from 

VA Medical Centers in 
Cleveland (Wade Park), 
Parma and Akron, Ohio 

g. Grave markers and flags 
h. Free Notary for Veterans & 

Families 
i. Veterans Identification 

Cards (unofficial) through 
the Medina County Record-
ers Office 

j. Free transportation on the 
Medina County Public 

Transit (MCPT) with proper 
ID 

k. Dental Program in partner-
ship with the Medina County 
Health Department 

Service Assistance: 
a. Proper submission of claims 

to the U.S. Department of 
Veterans Affairs (VA) 

b. Representation at the Board 
of Veterans Appeals (BVA) 

c. Preparations of forms and 
paperwork 

d. Documentation of claims and 
pertinent data 

e. Submission for records, 
awards decorations and med-
als 

f. DD 214 certification 
g. Employment resources 

(website) 
Our services are FREE of 
charge! 

Medina County 
Veterans Service Office 
210 Northland Dr. 

Medina, Ohio 44256 

 

 

Your Address Could Be Here! 

Medina County 
Veterans Newsletter 

Contact the Medina County Veterans Service Office 
210 Northland Dr.  - Medina, Ohio 44256 

 
Call:  330.722.9368    Toll Free: 844.722.3800 x-9368 FAX: 330.722.9378 
E-mail: veterans@medinacountyveterans.org 
Office Hours: Monday - Wednesday - Thursday - Friday   8:00 AM - 4:00 
PM - Tuesday 10:00 - 4:00 (Closed Noon – 1:00 PM for Lunch) 

http://www.medinacountyveterans.org
http://www.medinacountyveteransserviceoffice.org
mailto:veterans@medinacountyveterans.org

