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VA uses the term “military sexual 
trauma” (MST) to refer to sexual as-
sault or sexual harassment experi-
enced during military service. MST 
includes any sexual activity that you 
are involved with against your will. 
Examples include: 

• Being pressured or coerced into sex-
ual activities, such as with threats of 
negative treatment if you refuse to 
cooperate or with promises of better 
treatment in exchange for sex 

• Sexual contact or activities without 
your consent, including when you 
were asleep or intoxicated 

• Being overpowered or physically 
forced to have sex 

• Being touched or grabbed in a sexual 
way that made you uncomfortable, 
including during “hazing” experienc-
es 

• Comments about your body or sexual 
activities that you found threatening 

• Unwanted sexual advances that you 
found threatening 

Anyone can experience MST, regard-
less of gender. Like other types of 
trauma, MST can negatively affect a 
person’s mental and physical health, 

even many years later. Things you 
may experience could include: 

• Disturbing memories or night-
mares 

• Difficulty feeling safe 

• Feelings of depression or numb-
ness 

• Problems with alcohol or other 
drugs 

• Feeling isolated from other people 

• Problems with anger, irritabil-
ity, or other strong emotions 

• Issues with sleep 

• Physical health problems 
If you are having current diffi-
culties related to MST, our of-
fice along with the VA, is here 
to support you in whatever way 
will help you best — Whether you 
are seeking medical treatment, 
counseling, or need help filing a 
claim we can help.  

For help with treatment/health care 
related to MST, please contact 
your local VAMC and ask to speak 
to the MST Coordinator.   For help 
in filing a claim related to MST 
Please contact our office.  

If you 
have any questions at 

all on the benefits 
listed on page 12 or 

13 please contact our    
office by calling (330) 

722-9368 

Want to read this online or have it delivered to your email.  

To view online go to:  

Newsletter Archives - Medina County Veterans Service Office  

Or email us at: veterans@medinacountyveterans.org and put NEWSLETTER in 
the subject line. 

https://www.medinacountyveterans.org/newsletter-archives/
mailto:veterans@medinacountyveterans.org
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Our office can provide  
transportation for veterans 

to the following VA  
Healthcare facilities 

 
Wade Park Hospital 

Monday through Friday 
Parma CBOC 

Monday through Friday 
Akron CBOC 

Monday through Friday 
  

We ask that you make your ap-
pointments between the hours 

of 9:00 AM and NOON.  
 

(Tell them you are a van rider). 
 
 

VA Medical  

Centers  

Inpatient and Outpatient Care is 
Available at the  

Following Hospitals 
 

Wade Park Center 
10701 East Boulevard—

Cleveland, OH 44106 
Phone: (216) 791-3800 

Fax: (216) 421-3217 
For appointments or  

medication:  
(800) 379-8387 

 
Parma Community Based Clinic 

8787 Brookpark Rd. 
Parma, OH 44134 

Phone: (216) 739-7000 
 

Akron Community Based Clinic 
55 W. Waterloo 

Akron, OH 44319-1116 
Phone: (330) 724-7715 

 
EMERGENCY ROOM CARE IS 

AVAILABLE AT WADE PARK 24 
HOURS A DAY, SEVEN DAYS A 

WEEK. 
 

If you have an emergency you 
may want to consider going to 

the local hospital 

The Medina County Veterans Service Office now offers 
transit to the three VA Medical centers that support Medi-
na County to wheelchair bound Veterans.  For wheelchair 
accessibility someone must accompany the veteran that 
can put the wheelchair on and off the van. All other quali-
fications for medical transport to the VAMC apply. 

http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/Transportation
http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/Transportation
http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/Transportation
http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/Transportation
http://www.cleveland.va.gov/
http://www.cleveland.va.gov/locations/Parma.asp
http://www2.va.gov/directory/guide/facility.asp?ID=926
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A Message From the  
County Veterans  

Service Officer 

Well summer is here and we are 
fully open and operating at 100% 

as of June 2, 2021. I 
can’t tell you how good 
it is to welcome our vet-
erans and their families 
back into our office. To 
say we missed you 
would be just the start. 

We are in the service business, 
which also means were in the peo-
ple business. Although we were 
able to function at almost 100% 
with todays technology, it just isn't 
the same. So to say the least, we 
are thrilled to have you back in our 
building and be able to meet face-
to-face once again. Our only re-
quirement is if you are not vac-
cinated, the CDC still recommends 
you where a mask while indoors. 
We are also still mandating the 
mask requirement while riding on 
our vehicles for appointments, per 
the Department of Transporta-
tion’s guidance. 

We seemed to kick off the summer 
with more ceremonies for Memori-
al Day than last year. Although 
some were still scaled back most 
communities were able to honor 
our veterans in the typical fashion 
we are accustomed to here in Me-
dina County. 

Most all of the counties veterans 

organizations have started to meet 
again on their regular scheduled 
dates. The Joint Veterans Coalition 
of Medina County has scheduled 
work shops at this years meetings 
and will continue to do so into 
next year. They have also planned 
this years Veterans Banquet which 
will be on Friday, October 15th at 
Williams-on-the-Lake. I hope to 
see as many of you there as possi-
ble. It’s always a great event and 
supports a local veteran or organi-
zation. You can RSVP by using 
the forms on page 12/13.  

Well it is that time of the year, Fair 
Time in Medina County. Monday, 
August 2nd is “Veterans Day at 
the Fair!” Free admittance to all 
veterans with proof of veterans 
status (Veterans ID, DD214, VA 
Card, etc.) Simply wearing a hat or 
t-shirt is not valid proof. We will 
be having special events in the 
Main Pavilion starting around 
12:00PM and ending at 5:00PM. 
So stop by and chat with some of 
your old comrades and enjoy the 
music and food (if allowed due to 
COVID).  

We have deleted our COVID page 
on our website, we felt as though it 
just wasn't needed. If there is in-
formation that comes out focused 
on Veterans and relates to COVID 
we will publish it on our Facebook 
Page. Personally, good ridens to 
that page! I hope we don’t have to 
bring it back.  

We understand it’s been a tuff year 
for many and if we can assist in 
any way please let us know. We 
are here to help all our veterans 
and their families get back to as 
close to normal as soon as we can.  

Stay safe!  

County Veterans Service Officer              
Medina County, Ohio 

mailto:veterans@medinacountyveterans.org
http://www.medinacountyveterans.org
https://www.facebook.com/MedinaCountyVeteransServiceOffice/C:/Users/EdwardZackery/Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates
https://www.facebook.com/MedinaCountyVeteransServiceOffice/C:/Users/EdwardZackery/Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates
https://www.google.com/maps/place/210+Northland+Dr,+Medina,+OH+44256/@41.1517988,-81.8685782,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x8830b7ffd43d8561:0xc053f9cbab9312f8!8m2!3d41.1517988!4d-81.8663895
https://www.google.com/maps/place/210+Northland+Dr,+Medina,+OH+44256/@41.1517988,-81.8685782,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x8830b7ffd43d8561:0xc053f9cbab9312f8!8m2!3d41.1517988!4d-81.8663895
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Congressional Representatives 
  

Congressman Anthony  
Gonzales (R),  
16 District 
Strongsville Office 
13477 Prospect Rd. 
Strongsville, OH 44149 
(440) 783-3695 
***Canton Office 
4150 Beldon Village St. 
Suite 607 
Canton, OH 44718 
(330) 599-7037 
Washington, DC Office 
1023 Longworth HOB 
Washington, DC 20515 
(202) 225-3876 
https://anthonygonzalez.house.gov/ 
 

Congressman Bob Gibbs (R) 
District: 7 
Ashland Office 
110 Cottage Street  
Ashland, Ohio 44805  
Phone: (419) 207-0650  
Fax: (419) 207-0655  
Washington, DC Office  
329 Cannon House Office Building  
Washington, DC 20515  
Phone: (202) 225-6265  
Fax: (202) 225-3394  
http://gibbs.house.gov/about-me 
 
Senator Sherrod Brown (D) 
Cleveland, Office 
1301 East Ninth St.,  
Suite 1710 
Cleveland, Ohio 44114 
p (216) 522-7272 
f (216) 522-2239 
Toll Free 1-888-896-6446 
Washington, DC Office 
713 Hart Senate 
Office Bldg. 
Washington, DC 20510 
p (202) 224-2315 
f (202) 228-6321 
www.brown.senate.gov/contact/ 
 
Senator Rob Portman (R) 
Cleveland, Office 
1240 East 9th Street 
Room 3061 
Cleveland, OH 44199 
Phone: 216-522-7095  
Washington, DC Office 
B40D Dirksen Senate Office Build-
ing 
Washington, DC 20510 
Phone: 202-224-3353  
https://www.portman.senate.gov/p
ublic/index.cfm/home 

BE AWARE Be cautious if someone offers to move your assets around for 
you to qualify for VA pension. This type of scam is often directed toward 
Veterans and family members who do not actually qualify for VA pension. 
You could be required to repay these benefits to the government. Examples 
of possible pension poaching scams:  

• Organizations that cold call Veterans, charge money for assisting with a 
VA pension claim, and take credit card information from Veterans over 
the telephone  

• People who charge as much as $6,000 upfront to represent claimants be-
fore VA, with a percentage of any eventual back payment from VA as a 
portion of the ultimate fee. For more information about VA pension eligi-
bility requirements—which include special monthly pension benefits—
go to www.benefits.va.gov/pension or call 1-800-827-1000. 

What do I need to know about the organizations that are offering assistance 
with claims for pension benefits?  

The U.S. Senate Special Committee on Aging (Committee) found that some 
organizations are misrepresenting themselves while helping Veterans and 
survivors apply for VA pension. In a June 2012 hearing, the Committee ad-
dressed concerns that some organizations are marketing financial products 
and services to enable claimants whose assets exceed the VA pension pro-
gram’s financial eligibility thresholds to qualify for VA pension benefits.  

The Committee also learned these organizations may charge substantial fees 
for products and services that may not always be in claimants’ best long-term 
interests.  

You can access a video of the hearing on the Committee’s website.  

The U.S. Government Accountability Office (GAO) published a report, Vet-
erans’ Pension Benefits: Improvements Needed to Ensure Only Qualified 
Veterans and Survivors Receive Benefits, GAO-12-540. GAO found that:  

There are over 200 organizations that market financial and estate-planning 
services to help pension claimants with excess assets 

 Aid & Attendance and the  
Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) 

Pension Poaching Warning  

Continued on next page 

https://anthonygonzalez.house.gov/
http://gibbs.house.gov/about-me
http://www.brown.senate.gov/contact/
https://www.portman.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/homeC:/Users/EdwardZackery/Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates
https://www.portman.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/homeC:/Users/EdwardZackery/Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates
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Medina County Veterans Memorial Fund 
Assists County Veterans, Donate Today! 

The purpose of the Medina County Veterans Memorial Fund 501(C) 3, is to make a difference in the 
lives of Veterans and or their families in times of financial need, and to promote and support veteran’s 
activities throughout Medina County. 

Your donation stays in Medina County to help the Veterans of your community! 

 

Thanks to your donations in the past the Medina County Veterans Memorial Fund has been able to 
accomplish the following. 

• Help purchase a vehicle for a Veteran 

• Help a Veterans family reduce the risk of being homeless 

• Repair a Veteran’s home to make it safe and accommodating 

• Sponsor the Vietnam Traveling Wall 

• Made repairs to the vandalized Gold Star Monument 

• Install (7) new flag poles for each of the branches of service 
at the Medina County Vietnam Veterans Memorial 

• Pay medical bills for severely ill Veteran 

• Support housing for Veterans 
These are just a few of the things we have been able to accom-
plish because of your kind generosity, please continue to support 
and help the Medina County Veterans Memorial Fund 501(C) 3. 

 

You can make a tax deductible donation by mailing your check or money order to: 

Medina County Veterans Memorial Fund 501(C)3 
P.O Box #523.  
Brunswick, Ohio 44212 

The Medina County Veterans Memorial Fund 501(C) 3 is not a part of the Medina County Veterans Service Office. 

Any donations to our office go to the Medina County Veterans Memorial Fund 501(C) 3. 

dred dollars for benefits counsel-
ing to $10,000 for establishment of 
a trust.  

Who 
can 
help 
me 
file a 
claim 
for 
VA 
pen-

sion, including pension at the aid 
and attendance or housebound 
rates?  

An individual generally must first 
be accredited by VA to assist a 
claimant in the preparation, 
presentation, and prosecution of a 
claim for VA benefits—even with-
out charge. VA accredits three 

types of individuals for this pur-
pose:  

• Representatives of VA-
recognized Veterans service 
organizations  

• Independent claims agents  

• Private Attorneys  

A searchable list of accredited rep-
resentatives, agents, and attorneys 
is available at the VA Office of the 
General Counsel website: 
http://www.va.gov/ogc/apps/accre
ditation/index.asp  

If you need assistance or have 
questions about filing for Aid & 
Attendance with your VA pension 
please contact us. Our service of-
ficers are accredited with the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs. 

meet 
financial eligibility requirements 
for pension benefits.  

These organizations consist pri-
marily of financial planners and 
attorneys who offer products 
such as annuities and trusts.  

Some products and services pro-
vided, such as annuities, may not 
be suitable for elderly Veterans 
because they may not have ac-
cess to all their funds for their 
care within their expected life-
time without facing high with-
drawal fees.  

These products and services may 
result in ineligibility for Medi-
caid for a period of time.  

Some organizations charged 
fees, ranging from a few hun-

Continued from previous page 

http://www.va.gov/ogc/apps/accreditation/index.asp
http://www.va.gov/ogc/apps/accreditation/index.asp
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614-644-0898   main number 

877-644-6838   benefits info 

Medina County Veterans 
Identification Cards and 

Free Transit Rides on       
Medina County Public 

Transit (MCPT) 

The Medina county recorders Office has started to 
issue Veterans ID cards by Appointment only. Call 
330-725-9782 to schedule an appointment for a ID 
Card. 

 

Visit the website below to learn how to obtain a Medina County 
Veterans ID card from the Medina County Recorders Office.  

https://www.medinacountyveterans.org/medina-
county-veterans-id-card/ 

How to Contact Your  

Ohio State Government  

Representatives 2021  

 

Sharon A. Ray (R)  

Ohio House of Representatives  

Republican - District -069  
77 S. High St. 
13th Floor # 1384 
Columbus, OH. 43215  

Phone: (614) 466-8140  

Email: rep69@ohiohouse.gov  

 

Darrell Kick (R)  

Ohio House of Representatives  

Republican - District -70 77 S. High 
St. 11th Floor Columbus, OH 
43215-6111  

Phone: 614-466-2994  

Fax: 614-719-6997  

Email: district70@ohr.state.oh.us  

 

Senator Mark Romanchuk (R) 

Ohio Senate  

Republican - District -022 Senate  

Senate Building 
1 Capitol Square 
1st Floor 
Columbus, OH 43215 

Phone: (614) 466-7505 

Employment Resource Center 

We have some great job opportunities listed on our 
website under the Employment         Resource Cen-

ter; For job posting and           employment re-
sources go to our webpage at 

https://www.medinacountyveterans.org/benefits/employment/ 

htwww.medinacountyveterans.org/medina-county-veterans-id-card/
htwww.medinacountyveterans.org/medina-county-veterans-id-card/
mailto:rep69@ohiohouse.gov
http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/medina-county-veterans-id-card
https://www.medinacountyveterans.org/benefits/employment/
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Joint Veterans Coalition of Medina County 
Here is the list for the Veteran Coalition Meetings to include 
date, time, place, sponsorship and workshops. 

You can check out all the updates for the Joint Veterans Coalition of Medina County (JVCMC) at: 

https://www.medinacountyveterans.org/about/our-services/joint-veterans-coalition-of-medina-county-
ohio/ 

I invite all veterans and others who support veterans. Please help us with your input on the issues con-
cerning all of our veteran organizations in Medina County.  

In order to be a viable unit, we need people  from all of the organizations to participate by providing 
support and information. 

The Medina County Veterans and Military Banquet is Friday, October 15, 2021. It is at Williams-on-
the-Lake in Medina.  

The RSVP form is on page 12/13.  

If you or your business is interested in sponsoring this years banquet the application on our website or 
by CLICKING HERE     

    Catherine Owen 

    President, Joint Veterans Coalition of Medina County 

Save the Date!  
        

Date Time Location Sponsor 
Workshop Top-
ic / Presenter 

Remarks 

Saturday, 
October 9, 

2021 
9:00 AM Brunswick VFW American Legion #234 

Membership / 
Joe Destro & 

Ron Samic 
  

Veterans Coalition Announces 2021 Veteran and Veteran Advocate of the Year 
 

     The Joint Veterans Coalition of Medina County announced 
their 2021 awardees for Veteran and Veteran Advocate of the 
Year. This year the Coalition Veteran of the Year was chosen as 
Phill Grassa and Veteran Advocate of the Year is Dale Wey-
gandt. The judges for the 2021 nominees were Medina Mayor 
Dennis Hanwell, County Commissioner Bill Hutson and Pro-
bate Judge Kevin Dunn. 
     “This year’s awards take note of some extraordinary efforts 
made on behalf of veterans during the COVID pandemic, so it is 
fitting we recognize them for that” said Catherine Owen, Presi-
dent of the Veterans Coalition. “When most veteran’s activities 
were sharply curtailed, these two individuals stepped up in a 
very meaningful way.” 
The Veterans Coalition will hold their annual banquet on Octo-
ber 15 at Williams-on-the-Lake. The Awardees will be formally 
recognized at that time.  

https://www.medinacountyveterans.org/about/our-services/joint-veterans-coalition-of-medina-county-ohio/
https://www.medinacountyveterans.org/about/our-services/joint-veterans-coalition-of-medina-county-ohio/
https://www.medinacountyveterans.org/events/8th-annual-medina-county-all-veterans-military-banquet/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/category/Pub/VFW-Post-9520-277542685614969/
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LGBTQ+ Veterans accessing 
VA services available to them.  

Program courses are now avail-
able at:  

• Coatesville VA Medical 
Center Coatesville, Pa.  

• G.V. (Sonny) Montgomery 
VAMC, Jackson, Miss.  

• Greenville VA Clinic, 
Greenville, N.C.  

• Hunter Holmes McGuire 
VAMC, Richmond, Va.  

• Manchester VAMC, Man-
chester, New H.H. Salem 
VAMC, Salem, Va.  

• Southern Oregon Rehabili-
tation Center & Clinics, 
White City, Ore.  

• VA Eastern Colorado 
Health Care System, Den-
ver, Colo.  

• VA Sierra Nevada Health 
Care System, Reno, Nev.  

• Veterans Integrated Service 
Network 17 Center of Ex-
cellence, Waco, Texas.  

Participants report several posi-
tive outcomes resulting from 
PRIDE:  

Reduced likelihood of suicide 
attempt and suicidal behavior.  

• Reduced anxiety and symp-
toms of depression.  

• Reduced concerns about 
identity acceptance and in-
ternalized negativity.  

• Increased protective factors, 
such as community involve-
ment, coping, and self-
awareness.  

Established in 2016, PRIDE is 
the first program developed to 
care for LGBTQ+ individuals, 
both within VA and in the com-
munity. The program is replica-
ble and includes a manual to 
help guide new participating 
VAMCs. PRIDE was devel-
oped with support from the 
VHA Innovators Network and 
expansion is currently assisted 
by the Diffusion of Excellence 
and has been designated a 
“National Best Practice”.  

There are currently more than 
80 Veterans at-
tending a PRIDE 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
June 29, 2021  

WASHINGTON — The De-
partment of Veterans Affairs 
grows its PRIDE In All Who 
Served (PRIDE) program to 
include 10 additional VA lo-
cations across the country 
where classes are available.  

PRIDE is a 10-week health 
education program focused on 
reducing health care dispari-
ties among Lesbian, Gay, Bi-
sexual, Transgender and 
Queer Veterans.  

“LGBTQ+ Veterans are at an 
increased risk for health care 
disparities, especially suicide, 
due in part to discrimination 
and difficulty accessing 
health care,” said VA clinical 
psychologist and creator of 
the PRIDE Program Tiffany 
Lange Psy.D. “PRIDE focus-
es on improving overall well-
ness, increasing social con-
nectedness and empowering 
LGBTQ+ Veterans to engage 
in VHA services relevant to 
their personal health care 
needs.”  

Every VA hospital has an 
LGBTQ+ Veteran Care Coor-
dinator onsite to assist 

VA expands “PRIDE In All Who Served” 
program for LGBTQ+ Veterans  

Continued on next page 
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Challenge Coin Funds go towards 
the Medina County Veterans    

Memorial Fund 501c3 
Helping Veterans and their fami-

lies in Medina County 

We have a dental  
program for Veterans 
with limited income, 
give us a call to see if 

you are eligible. 

group at 
one of the 

new sites and more than 500 
Veterans have been impacted 
by PRIDE since tracking began 
in 2018. The demand for the 
program continues to grow and 
VA has set the goal of imple-
menting it in 50 VAMCs by 
fiscal year 2023.  

The PRIDE Program is offered 
at 24 other facilities:  

• Central Alabama VAMC-
Montgomery, Montgomery, 
Ala.  

• Central Texas. Healthcare 
System, Temple, Texas.  

• Chalmers P. Wylie Ambula-
tory Care Center, Colum-
bus, Ohio.  

• Durham VAMC, Durham, 
N.C.  

• Fayetteville VAMC, 
Fayetteville, N.C.  

• George E. Wahlen VAMC, 
Salt Lake City, Utah.  

• Hampton VAMC, Hamp-
ton, Va.  

• Jack C. Montgomery 
VAMC, Muskogee, Okla.  

• Oceanside VA Community-
Based Outpatient Clinic 
(CBOC), Oceanside, Calif.  

• Oklahoma City VAMC, 
Oklahoma City, Okla.  

• Ralph H. Johnson VAMC, 
Charleston, S.C.  

• Richard L. Roudebush 
VAMC, Indianapolis, Ind.  

• Saginaw VA Clinic, Sagi-
naw, Mich.  

• San Diego Healthcare Sys-
tem, La Jolla, Calif.  

• Spark M. Matsunaga 
VAMC, Honolulu, Hawaii.  

• St. Louis VAMC-Jefferson 
Barracks, St. Louis, Miss.  

• Tomah VAMC, Tomah, 
Wis.  

• Tuscaloosa VAMC, Tusca-
loosa, Ala.  

• VA Loma Linda Health 
Care System, Loma Linda-
Redlands, Calif. 

• VA McClellan CBOC, 
McClellan Park, Calif.  

• VA Texas Valley Coastal 
Bend Health Care System, 
Harlingen, Texas.  

• VA Western Colorado 
Health Care System, Grand 
Junction, Colo.  

• VISN 6 Clinical Resource 
Hub, Charlotte, N.C. W.G. 
(Bill)  

• Hefner Salisbury VAMC, 
Salisbury, N.C.  

 

Find an LGBTQ+ Veteran Care 
Coordinator or learn more 
about health care services for 
LGBTQ+ Veterans.  

VHA LGBTQ+ Health Program - 
Patient Care Services (va.gov)  

Continued from previous page 

http://www.va.gov/homeless/nationalcallcenter.asp
http://www.suicidepreventionlifeline.org/
https://www.vfw.org/
http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/Medals-Military-Records
https://www.patientcare.va.gov/lgbt/
https://www.patientcare.va.gov/lgbt/
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 Financial Assistance 

Title 5901 Veterans – Military Affairs of the 
Ohio Revised Code, requires each County 
Veterans Service Commission/Office to 
establish and administer a immediate assis-

tance program, 
financial or 
otherwise.  As 
such, each 
county devel-
ops its own 
policies and 

guidelines regarding financial assistance 
and is NOT bound by the policies of any 
other county. 

In Medina County, you may be eligible for 
assistance in the following areas: 

• Food 

• Rent/Mortgage (Nursing Home & As-
sisted Living or Domicile is exempt) 

• Utilities 

• Dental (MCHD) 

• Medical (requires commission review) 

• Other emergency services 
Each applicant for financial assistance must 
meet the definition of a veteran as defined 
by Title 5901.01 of the Ohio Revised Code 
or be an Active Duty member of the Armed 
Forces of the United States, the spouse or 
surviving spouse, a dependent parent, minor 
child, or ward of the veteran or the Active 
Duty member. 

The Commission has developed a set of 
guidelines that is applied to every eligible 
applicant.  It is applied across the board, and 
exceptions to policy are made ONLY when 
the Commission determines that the individ-
ual situation warrants such an exception. 

This program is one of temporary, immedi-
ate financial assistance.  It is not a long term 
assistance program and it is not a subsidy 
program.  Assistance will normally not be 
provided for more than three (3) months per 
application year unless there is a compelling 
reason to do so.  Furthermore assistance will 
not be granted for more than thirty-six (36) 
months in any sixty (60) month period. 

Applicants who are eligible for long term 
assistance programs administered by other 
agencies will be required to apply for those 
assistance programs. 

Every applicant for financial assistance is 
required to complete a formal application 
and provide a complete financial disclosure 
for all members of his/her household.   

Y 
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State benefits are provided by the State of Ohio 
and are available to ail Veterans that are state 

residents. 

Federal benefits come from the Federal Govern-
ment and apply equally to all Veterans across the 

country. 

Recreation Discounts  

Camping at Ohio State Parks... 

Free camping at Ohio State Parks 

Free camping for Ohio residents who are 
former prisoners of war or honorably dis-
charged veterans with a permanent and total 
disability, as determined by the U.S. Dept. 
of Veterans Affairs. Veterans may request a 
letter confirming their eligibility by calling 
the VA at (800) 827-1000. 

Camping discounts are only available by 
placing a call to the reservations call center 
at (866) 644-6727. 

10% discount any night for camping, geta-
way rentals, cottages and lodge rooms 

The discount may be used for only ONE 
campsite, getaway rental unit, cottage, or 
lodge room per visit and must belong to the 
cardholder using the facility. 

Military or veteran identification must be 
presented at the time of arrival or check-in 
to receive the discount. 

To place reservations call (866) 644-6727, 
or reserve online by 
selecting Military Dis-
count in the dropdown 
and entering Military in 
the Promo Code box at 
checkout. 

Hunting and fishing licenses… 

Free hunting license and fishing li-
cense eligibility & applications 
Ohio residents (1) with a veteran's license 
plate displaying the international wheelchair 
symbol, (2) who are permanently and totally 
disabled veterans and receive pension or 
compensation due to their service-related 
injuries and/or (3) who are former prisoners 
of war must apply in writing for a free li-
cense or permit. Applications must be certi-
fied by the U.S. Dept. of Veterans Affairs. 

Watercraft registration... 

Free boating registration for eligible veter-
ans. Eligible Ohio residents include (1) 
disabled veterans with proof of 100% ser-
vice-related disability in the form of a letter 
from the Veterans Affairs Administration 
stating 100% service-related disability, (2) 
Congressional Medal of Honor recipients 
with written documentation on their award 
and/or (3) former prisoners of war with their 
record of separation or a letter from one of 
the branches of the Armed Services stating 
they were a prisoner of war and were either 
honorably discharged or are on active duty 
with one of the branches of the Armed Ser-
vices of the United States. 

Rehabilitation and Prosthetic Services 

Occupational Therapy 

Occupational Therapy (OT) involves the 
therapeutic use of everyday life activities 
with individuals or populations for the pur-
pose of participation in meaningful and 
purposeful (occupations) and roles in home, 
school, workplace, community, and other 
settings. 

Veterans Health Administration (VHA) 
Occupational Therapists and Certified Oc-
cupational Therapy Assistants (COTAs) 
provide state-of-the-art and evidence-based 
care to Veterans and servicemembers.  Oc-
cupational Therapy provides services that 
promote health and wellness to Veterans 
who have, or are at risk for developing, an 
injury, illness, disease or condition spanning 
physical, cognitive, sensory, and psychoso-
cial domains.  Occupational Therapy evalu-
ation and treatment supports Veterans' en-
gagement in everyday life activities that 
affect their physical, and mental health and 
well-being. Occupational therapy services 
are provided at:  

• Outpatient clinics 

• Inpatient settings 

• Community living 
centers 

• Veterans' homes 

• Tele-rehabilitation 
 

Occupational Therapy covers a broad spec-
trum of neurological, orthopedic, medical, 
surgical, and mental (behavioral) health 
conditions.  Many VHA sites also include 
specialty services provided by Occupational 
Therapy, examples include: including: 

• Driving and Community Mobility 

• Low Vision 

• Falls Prevention 

• Assistive Technology 

• Wheelchair Seating and Mobility 

• Ergonomics 

• Health and Wellness 

• Cognitive Rehabilitation 

• Pain Management 

• Women's Health 

• Lymphedema Management 

• Productive Aging 

• Home Modification 

• Hand Therapy 

• Community Reintegration 

Our office is trained to assist you in applying for and pursuing any benefit from Medina County, the State of Ohio or the Federal Government. 

County benefits throughout Ohio are benefits 
provided by the county in which you reside. They 

are provided by the County and are specific to 
those Veterans living within it.  

They are not the same from county to county. 
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https://www.medinacountyveterans.org/veterans-emergency-financial-assistance/
https://dvs.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/dvs/veteran-benefits/benefits-resources/recreation-discounts
https://www.prosthetics.va.gov/pmrs/Occupational_Therapy.asp
http://www.medinacountyveteransserviceoffice.org/
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Medina County Veterans Organizations Meeting Times and Places 

August 2—Veterans Day at the Medina County 
Fair (free admission for veterans, events in the 
pavilion from Noon to 5:00pm) 

Aug 4—US Coast Guard Established (1790) 

Aug 12—Veterans Service Commission meeting 
4: 00 PM 

Aug 14—Japan Surrendered ending WWII 
(1945) 

Sept 6—Labor Day 

Sept 9—Veterans Service Commission meeting 4: 
00 PM 

Sept 11—Patriot Day (Flags at Half Staff) 

Sept 18—US Air Force Established (1947) 

Sep 17—POW/MIA Remembrance Day 

Sep—26 Gold Star Mothers Day 

 

 

 

 

***Veterans Service Office Closed on:                

Sept 6 for Labor Day  

Oct 11—Columbus Day 

Oct 14—Veterans Service Commission 
meeting 4: 00 PM 

Oct 15— Veterans Banquet sponsored by 
The Joint Veterans Coalition of Medina 
County 

Oct 13—US Navy established (1775) 

Oct 12—First ground forces land in Af-
ghanistan (2001) 

 

 

 

***Veterans Service Office Closed on:                

Oct 11 for Columbus Day  

AUGUST SEPTEMBER OCTOBER 

Dates to Remember 

*** If the information above is not correct please contact our office so that we may update it.  

*** The addresses listed above  are the physical address and not necessarily the mailing address.  

Organization Post # Address City Phone Meeting Times 

American Legion Post #234 1439 S. Carpenter Rd Brunswick   7:00 PM - First Wednesday of each month 

American Legion Post #523 120 Bank St Lodi  (330) 948-1523 6:00 PM - Second Thursday of each month 

American Legion Post #202 620 N. Broadway St Medina   (330) 416-0792 7:00 PM - Fourth Monday of each month 

American Legion Post #170 129 Main St Wadsworth (330) 334-1119 7:00 PM - Second Monday of each month 

AMVETS Post #1990 620 N. Broadway St Medina   7:00 PM - First Monday of each month 

Blue Star Mothers of Medina  

County  
  1439 S. Carpenter Rd Brunswick  6:30 PM - Third Tuesday of each month 

Disabled American Veterans Chapter #72 620 N. Broadway St Medina   7:00 PM - Second Tuesday of each month 

MARINE Corps League DET #569 3916 Pearl Rd Medina  7:00 PM - Third Tuesday of each month 

Medina County Veterans  

Coalition 
County Wide Various Posts   

9:00 AM - Second Saturday every third 
month.  

Medina County Women of the  

Military 
  PO Box 1812,  Medina  mcwomilitary@yahoo.com  

Rolling Thunder Chapter #8 3916 Pearl Rd. Medina  2-4:00 PM - Second Sunday of each month 

Veterans of Foreign Wars  Post #9520 1439 S. Carpenter Rd Brunswick (330) 273-4892 7:00 PM - Second Monday of each month 

Veterans of Foreign Wars  Post #5137 3916 Pearl Rd Medina (330) 725-0884 7:00 PM - First Tuesday of each month 

Veterans of Foreign Wars  Post #5563 6731 Center Rd. Valley City (330) 483-3792 7:00 PM - Second Monday of each month 

Veterans of Foreign Wars  Post #1089 121 Main St Wadsworth (330) 336-5008 8:00 PM - Third Tuesday of each month 

Veterans of Foreign Wars  Post #8753 39 F Main St. Seville  8:30 PM - Third Thursday of each month 

Vietnam Veterans of America 
Chapter 

#385 
620 N. Broadway Medina   

7:00 PM - First Thursday of each month        
(no meeting in July) 

http://www.veteranscrisisline.net/Resources/SpreadTheWord.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/AMVETSPost1990/
http://www.davmembersportal.org/chapters/oh/72/default.aspx
http://mcwomilitary.weebly.com/
http://mcwomilitary.weebly.com/
mailto:mcwomilitary@yahoo.com
http://www.rollingthunderohio8.org/
http://vfw9520.org/?9505aeb8
http://medinavfw.com/
http://www.vva.org/VVAChapter385.html


This newsletter is provided as a 

courtesy only. The Medina County 
Veterans Commission does not 
endorse the content of these 
newsletters or of other organi-
zations' policies or products.  
The information provided here is 
for your personal use only and is 

in some cases reprinted for the 
sole purpose of the Veterans of 
Medina County. 

Your Newest Edition of The  
Medina County Veterans Newsletter 

 
Would you rather receive this in your email in-box?  

Go to our website at: www.medinacountyveterans.org and register today! 

Medina County Veterans Service Office 

 Our Mission! 

Our Pledge  

When you come into the 
County Veterans Service 
Office you will be assisted 
by one of our knowledgeable 
associates. The people that 
work in the Medina County 
Veterans Service Office have 
a compassionate under-
standing of the problems 
which confront veterans, 
widows, widowers, and their 
families.  

We provide two basic ser-
vices: 
1. Temporary immediate 

financial aid and assis-
tance to eligible veter-
ans and family mem-
bers who have demon-
strated a need as set 
forth by the Commis-
sion. 

2. Assist veterans, family 
members and survivors 
when applying to the 
U.S. Department of 
Veterans Affairs (VA) 
for benefits. 

Our assistance includes 

but is not limited to: 
a. Financial Assistance 
b. Rent and mortgage pay-

ments 
c. Utilities: Gas, Electric and 

Water 
d. Food and personal Hygiene 

items 
e. Certain Medical 
f. Transportation to and from 

VA Medical Centers in 
Cleveland (Wade Park), 
Parma and Akron, Ohio 

g. Grave markers and flags 
h. Free Notary for Veterans & 

Families 
i. Veterans Identification 

Cards (unofficial) through 
the Medina County Record-
ers Office 

j. Free transportation on the 
Medina County Public 

Transit (MCPT) with proper 
ID 

k. Dental Program in partner-
ship with the Medina County 
Health Department 

Service Assistance: 
a. Proper submission of claims 

to the U.S. Department of 
Veterans Affairs (VA) 

b. Representation at the Board 
of Veterans Appeals (BVA) 

c. Preparations of forms and 
paperwork 

d. Documentation of claims and 
pertinent data 

e. Submission for records, 
awards decorations and med-
als 

f. DD 214 certification 
g. Employment resources 

(website) 
Our services are FREE of 
charge! 

Medina County 
Veterans Service Office 
210 Northland Dr. 

Medina, Ohio 44256 

 

 

Your Address Could Be Here! 

Medina County 
Veterans Newsletter 

Contact the Medina County Veterans Service Office 
210 Northland Dr.  - Medina, Ohio 44256 

 
Call:  330.722.9368    Toll Free: 844.722.3800 x-9368 FAX: 330.722.9378 
E-mail: veterans@medinacountyveterans.org 
Office Hours: Monday - Wednesday - Thursday - Friday   8:00 AM - 4:00 
PM - Tuesday 10:00 - 4:00 (Closed Noon – 1:00 PM for Lunch) 

http://www.medinacountyveterans.org
http://www.medinacountyveteransserviceoffice.org
mailto:veterans@medinacountyveterans.org

