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Judge Gary Werner, City of Medina Opens
Veterans Valor Court
Medina City Municipal Court to establish Counties first Valor Court for
Veterans
Judge Gary Werner will preside over
the first Valor Court in Medina County.
We were able to sit down with Judge
Werner and get his insight as to what
a why a Valor Court is needed here in
Medina.
What is a Valor Court?
A Valor Court is currently in the
planning process and will be submitting the program to the Ohio Supreme
Court for approval as a Specialized
Docket Program, that is dedicated to
defendants with military experience
who find themselves in the criminal
justice system. It was established recognizing that many of our veterans
return to civilian life with serious
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physical
and/or mental
trauma. Too
often, these
conditions
lead to their
involvement
with
the
criminal justice system.
Hon. Gary F. Werner
How do they
Presiding Judge
operate differently than a regular court?
A Valor Court provides an evidence-based alternative to traditional sentencing methods, using a
non-adversarial approach to addressing criminal offenses. It is
structured to assist the veterans
with access to programs, treatment, and interaction with mentors, in a
Continued on Page 10
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VA Airborne Hazards and Open Burn Pit Registry
VA established the Airborne Hazards
and Open Burn Pit Registry (AHOBPR)
in 2014 to help put data to work for Veterans through research about potential
health effects of airborne hazard exposures.
By joining the registry, you can provide
information to help us better understand
whether long-term health conditions may
be related to these exposures. Even if you
have not experienced any symptoms or
illnesses you believe are related to exposures during military service, your participation in the registry could help VA provide better care to all Veterans.

To check your eligibility for the registry and complete the online questionnaire, visit the secure registry portal at
https://veteran.mobilehealth.va.gov/A
HBurnPitRegistry/#page/home
Participation in the registry is voluntary and cannot negatively impact
your access to VA health care or your
claim for compensation and benefits.
You may save and submit your responses to the registry questionnaire
and notes from optional medical assessment to support your VA claim if
you choose.
Completing the questionnaire can also
help you pro-

Continued on Page 5

Contact the
JVCOMC for more
information
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VA Medical
Centers
Inpatient and Outpatient Care is
Available at the
Following Hospitals
Wade Park Center
10701 East Boulevard—
Cleveland, OH 44106
Phone: (216) 791-3800
Fax: (216) 421-3217
For appointments or
medication:
(800) 379-8387
Parma Community Based Clinic
8787 Brookpark Rd.
Parma, OH 44134
Phone: (216) 739-7000
Akron Community Based Clinic
55 W. Waterloo
Akron, OH 44319-1116
Phone: (330) 724-7715
EMERGENCY ROOM CARE IS
AVAILABLE AT WADE PARK 24
HOURS A DAY, SEVEN DAYS A
WEEK.
If you have an emergency you
may want to consider going to
the local hospital

Our office can provide
transportation for veterans
to the following VA
Healthcare facilities
Wade Park Hospital
Monday through Friday
Parma CBOC
Monday through Friday
Akron CBOC
Monday through Friday
We ask that you make your appointments between the hours
of 9:00 AM and NOON.
(Tell them you are a van rider).

IAVA JOINS CONGRESSIONAL CHAMPIONS AND
VETERAN ADVOCATES TO ANNOUNCE NEW
LEGISLATION TO PROVIDE VA BENEFITS TO
VETERANS EXPOSED TO BURN PITS
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
April 13, 2021
CONTACT: press@iava.org
Washington, D.C — Today on
Capitol Hill, IAVA CEO Jeremy
Butler and EVP Tom Porter joined
Sens. Kirsten Gillibrand (D-NY)
and Marco Rubio (R-FL), and
Reps. Raul Ruiz, M.D, (D-CA) and
Brian Fitzpatrick (R-PA), veterans
advocate Jon Stewart, and 9/11 first
responder advocate John Feal, and
veteran service organizations to
announce new legislation that will
provide VA disability and health
care benefits to veterans who have
suffered toxic exposures while deployed.
The Presumptive Benefits for War
Fighters Exposed to Burn Pits and
Other Toxins Act (S.952/H.R2371)
establishes a direct service connection between veterans’ illnesses and
toxic exposures. Approximately 3.5
million veterans were exposed to
burn pits that spewed toxic fumes
and carcinogens into the air. This
groundbreaking legislation only
requires that the veteran submit
documentation that they received a
campaign medal associated with
the Global War on Terror or the
Gulf War and that they suffer from
a qualifying health condition.
“To underscore the breadth of this
problem, 86% of respondents to our
annual survey of post-9/11 veterans
say they were exposed to burn pits
and other toxins, and 89% of those
say they are suffering related health
symptoms,” said Porter at today’s
event. “This is why we need to pass
the Warfighter Act now.”

Millions of veterans were exposed
to a wide range of dangerous substances, often unknowingly, during
their deployments. From burn pits
to radiation to chemically-laced
IEDs and other toxins, these exposures have resulted in deaths and
illnesses to a large and rapidly increasing number of veterans, yet
the VA turns down nearly 80% of
applications for disability benefits..
Congress must act to pass legislation bringing care to those who
have earned it.
IAVA is the voice for the post-9/11
veteran generation. With over
400,000 veterans and allies nationwide, IAVA is the leader in nonpartisan
veteran
advocacy and public awareness. We drive
historic impacts for veterans and
IAVA’s programs are second to
none. Any veteran or family member in need can reach out to
IAVA’s Quick Reaction Force
at quickreactionforce.org or 85591RAPID (855-917-2743) to be
connected promptly with a veteran
care manager who will assist.
IAVA’s The Vote Hub is a free tool
to register to vote and find polling
information. IAVA’s membership is
always growing. Join the movement at iava.org/membership.

The Medina County Veterans Service Office now offers transit to the
three VA Medical centers that support Medina County to wheelchair
bound Veterans. For wheelchair accessibility someone must accompany the veteran that can put the wheelchair on and off the van. All
other qualifications for medical transport to the VAMC apply.
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A Message From the
County Veterans
Service Officer
Well as we enter Spring and the
busy time of year for veterans organization, I just want to say what
a year. This time last year we were
closing everything down and it
seems now we are on a rebirth of
opening everything up. May is
typically the month of veteran activities starting with May 1st and
Loyalty Day and ending with Memorial Day. In between we have
Armed Forces Day, Military
Spouse Appreciation Day along
with a few other days of recognition. Last year several events were
canceled but still most communities found ways to honor the service of those that have worn or are
still wearing the uniform of our
Armed Forces. This year with the
relaxation social distancing and
state occupancy standards I am
sure there will before events for us
to partake in and commemorate
the service of our veterans. With
that said please remember that
your health and the health of others is more important than anything else. Please be careful and
only do what you feel comfortable
doing, we’d like to see all of you
around for years to come.
Again this year some communities
are scaling back their commemoration for Memorial Day but most
are having some type of in-person

event as of the printing of this publication. We have made a conscious decision not to print the
normal times and places of those
events. Simply because some communities have not finalized and
because we simply do not know
day-to-day of the changes that may
occur. I would advise all of you to
contact your community leaders to
see what is planned in your community.
Our office has implemented several new programs over the past
year. Our free rides on the Medina
County Public Transit (MCPT)
continues to benefit all veterans of
Medina County that posses a Medina County Veterans ID Card issued by the County Recorders Office. We also have started a dental
program in collaboration with the
Medina County Health Department (MCHD) which benefits
those veterans eligible for our financial assistance program as well
as other requirements. We also
acquired a wheel chair accessible
van and can now transport wheel
chair bound veterans to and from
their medical appointment at the
VA Medical Centers in Cleveland,
Parma and Akron. We are always
looking for new ideas that can benefit the veterans we serve here in
Medina County. When we look at
new programs we must ensure that
they fit within the scope of what
we are allowed to do by law as
governed by the Ohio Revised
Code. We encourage you to contact s if you have any ideas or
questions about your benefits and
our services.
Remember those that cannot be
with us this Memorial Day.
Stay safe!
County Veterans Service Officer
Medina County, Ohio
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Medina County Veterans
Service Commission
Randall Schmidt; President
Joseph Destro; Vice President
Jack Forster; Commissioner
Jim Hoessle; Secretary
Phillip Grassa; Commissioner
Office Staff
Director / Service Officer
Edward Zackery
1SG, U.S. Army (retired)
Office Manager / Veterans
Benefits Consultant
Jennafer Slonaker
Out-Reach Specialist / Veterans
Benefits Consultant
Sue Boggs
Administrative Assistant
Fran Amsden
Intake Specialist
Vacant
Contact Information
Phone: (330) 722-9368
Email:
veterans@medinacountyveterans.org
Website:
www.medinacountyveterans.org
Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/MedinaCou
ntyVeteransServiceOffice/
Address:
210 Northland Dr
Medina, Ohio 44256
***Public Meetings: 2nd Thursday of
every month at 4:00PM.
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Congressional Representatives
Congressman Anthony
Gonzales (R),
16 District
Strongsville Office
13477 Prospect Rd.
Strongsville, OH 44149
(440) 783-3695
***Canton Office
4150 Beldon Village St.
Suite 607
Canton, OH 44718
(330) 599-7037
Washington, DC Office
1023 Longworth HOB
Washington, DC 20515
(202) 225-3876

https://anthonygonzalez.house.gov/

Congressman Bob Gibbs (R)
District: 7
Ashland Office
110 Cottage Street
Ashland, Ohio 44805
Phone: (419) 207-0650
Fax: (419) 207-0655
Washington, DC Office
329 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515
Phone: (202) 225-6265
Fax: (202) 225-3394
http://gibbs.house.gov/about-me
Senator Sherrod Brown (D)
Cleveland, Office
1301 East Ninth St.,
Suite 1710
Cleveland, Ohio 44114
p (216) 522-7272
f (216) 522-2239
Toll Free 1-888-896-6446
Washington, DC Office
713 Hart Senate
Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20510
p (202) 224-2315
f (202) 228-6321
www.brown.senate.gov/contact/
Senator Rob Portman (R)
Cleveland, Office
1240 East 9th Street
Room 3061
Cleveland, OH 44199
Phone: 216-522-7095
Washington, DC Office
B40D Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510
Phone: 202-224-3353
https://www.portman.senate.gov/p
ublic/index.cfm/home

V o l ume 13 , I ss ue 3

VA’s Office of General Counsel - Wants
you to use someone you can trust to file
your claim, an accredited representative!
The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) seeks to raise awareness of a
tool to protect Veterans from unethical conduct by unaccredited medical consulting groups charging fees for assistance in preparing initial
VA benefits claim. VA draws attention to the Accreditation Search Index, https://www.va.gov/ogc/apps/accreditation/index.asp. which provides state-by-state contact information, as well as a downloadable list,
of Veterans Service Organization (VSO) representatives, attorneys and
claims agents who stand ready to assist with preparing VA claims in an
ethical and lawful manner.
The representatives found via the website are affiliated with reputable
organizations, state or county governments, attorneys and claims
agents – and VA wants to get the word out.
With your assistance, VA wants to inform Veterans that any business
or individual who prepares, presents or prosecutes VA benefit claims
without proper accreditation is doing so contrary to law. VA wants
Veterans to be aware that by consulting the aforementioned website,
they can protect themselves from predatory practices such as unlawful
or unreasonable fees.
In addition, the VA Office of General Counsel (OGC) has a website
that provides information on VA accredited representatives and their
role, found at Accreditation & Discipline - Office of General Counsel,
https://www.va.gov/ogc/accreditation.asp. Here, you will find information on VA-recognized VSOs and VA-accredited VSO representatives, attorneys and claims agents, fees for services, and guidance on
how to appoint, remove, or change representation.
VA is dedicated to ensuring that all Veterans receive the benefits they
have earned and will ensure it has the resources in place to meet the
needs of all Veterans. Thank you for your continued support of VA
and our joint partnerships.
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Medina County Veterans Memorial Fund
Assists County Veterans, Donate Today!
The purpose of the Medina County Veterans Memorial Fund 501(C) 3, is to make a difference in the
lives of Veterans and or their families in times of financial need, and to promote and support veteran’s
activities throughout Medina County.
Your donation stays in Medina County to help the Veterans of your community!
Thanks to your donations in the past the Medina County Veterans Memorial Fund has been able to
accomplish the following.
• Help purchase a vehicle for a Veteran
• Help a Veterans family reduce the risk of being homeless
• Repair a Veteran’s home to make it safe and accommodating
• Sponsor the Vietnam Traveling Wall
• Made repairs to the vandalized Gold Star Monument
• Install (7) new flag poles for each of the branches of service
at the Medina County Vietnam Veterans Memorial
• Pay medical bills for severely ill Veteran
• Support housing for Veterans
These are just a few of the things we have been able to accomplish because of your kind generosity, please continue to support
and help the Medina County Veterans Memorial Fund 501(C) 3.

You can make a tax deductible donation by mailing your check or money order to:
Medina County Veterans Memorial Fund 501(C)3
P.O Box #523.
Brunswick, Ohio 44212
The Medina County Veterans Memorial Fund 501(C) 3 is not a part of the Medina County Veterans Service Office.
Any donations to our office go to the Medina County Veterans Memorial Fund 501(C) 3.
Continued from cover page

actively identify health concerns,
discuss them with your health
care provider, and get follow-up
care.
You can participate even if you
do not recall any exposure to
airborne hazards during your
military service.
Registry Eligibility
Map of Southwest Asia with
countries highlighted in which
burn pits were a common practice
Click to expand the map of
countries and bodies of water
currently included in the VA
Airborne Hazards and Open
Burn Pit Registry.

You are eligible to participate in
the registry if you were deployed
to the Southwest Asia theater of
operations any time after August 2,
1990 or Afghanistan or Djibouti
on or after September 11, 2001.
Regions and countries include:
Iraq, Afghanistan, Kuwait, Saudi
Arabia, Bahrain, Djibouti, Gulf of
Aden, Gulf of Oman, Oman, Qatar, United Arab Emirates, waters
of the Persian Gulf, Arabian Sea,
and Red Sea.

Operations and campaigns include: Desert Shield and Desert
Storm (ODS/S), Iraqi Freedom
(OIF), Enduring Freedom (OEF),
and New Dawn (OND).
You do not have to have been
exposed to specific airborne hazards or have related health concerns to participate in the registry.
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How to Contact Your
Ohio State Government
Representatives 2021
Sharon A. Ray (R)
Ohio House of Representatives
Republican - District -069
77 S. High St.
13th Floor # 1384
Columbus, OH. 43215
Phone: (614) 466-8140
Email: rep69@ohiohouse.gov
Darrell Kick (R)
Ohio House of Representatives
Republican - District -70 77 S. High
St. 11th Floor Columbus, OH
43215-6111
Phone: 614-466-2994

Medina County Veterans
Identification Cards and
Free Transit Rides on
Medina County Public
Transit (MCPT)
The Medina county recorders Office has started to
issue Veterans ID cards by Appointment only. Call
330-725-9782 to schedule an appointment for a ID
Card.
Visit the website below to learn how to obtain a Medina County
Veterans ID card from the Medina County Recorders Office.

https://www.medinacountyveterans.org/medinacounty-veterans-id-card/

Fax: 614-719-6997
Email: district70@ohr.state.oh.us
Senator Mark Romanchuk (R)
Ohio Senate
Republican - District -022 Senate
Senate Building
1 Capitol Square
1st Floor
Columbus, OH 43215
Phone: (614) 466-7505

Employment Resource Center

614-644-0898 main number
877-644-6838 benefits info

We have some great job opportunities listed on our
website under the Employment
Resource Center; For job posting and
employment resources go to our webpage at
https://www.medinacountyveterans.org/benefits/employment/
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Joint Veterans Coalition of Medina County
Here is the list for the Veteran Coalition Meetings to include
date, time, place, sponsorship and workshops.

Save the Date!
Location

Sponsor

Workshop Topic / Presenter

Saturday,
July 10, 9:00 AM
2021

Lodi American Legion #523

American Legion #523

Fund-raising &
Marketing /
Dave Taylor

Saturday,
October 9, 9:00 AM
2021

Brunswick VFW

American Legion #234

Membership /
Joe Destro &
Ron Samic

Date

Time

Remarks

You can check out all the updates for the Joint Veterans Coalition of Medina County (JVCMC) at:
https://www.medinacountyveterans.org/about/our-services/joint-veterans-coalition-of-medina-countyohio/
I invite all veterans and others who support veterans. Please help us with your input on the issues concerning all of our veteran organizations in Medina County.
In order to be a viable unit, we need people from all of the organizations to participate by providing
support and information.
The Medina County Veterans and Military Banquet is planned for Friday, October 15, 2021.
The banquet will be held at Williams-on-the-Lake in Medina.
Stay tuned for reservation information and sponsorships.
Catherine Owen
President, Joint Veterans Coalition of Medina County

Memorial Day
We have made the decision not to post any Memorial Day announcements this year
because some communities are still deciding on how to safely recognize this important event. Some
communities will be having their usual commemorative events while others will be scaling back again
this year do to safety and health concerns. We did not want to post incorrect information or something
we were unsure of. Our recommendation is for you to contact your community leaders at city hall and
township halls to see the most up to date information on Memorial Day in your community.
The Vietnam Veterans of America Medina Chapter #385 will hold their annual Memorial Day
Commemoration outside our office at the Medina County Vietnam Veterans Memorial at 1:15
that afternoon.
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Number to Call When You Don’t Know Who to Call
1-800-MyVA411 (800-698-2411)
...is the one number to reach VA
With one phone call, Veterans, their families, caregivers
and survivors can easily access information on VA benefits and services or be connected to an expert for answers to questions.
1-800-MyVA411 is a national, toll-free number that
serves as a “front door” to
VA. You can still reach VA at
any other direct or contact
center numbers, but 1-800MyVA411 offers the simplicity of a single number to call
when you don’t know who to
call. The Veterans Crisis Line
is always available 24/7 at 1800-273-8255 and pressing 1,
by Chat, or by Texting
838255. You can also call the
White House VA Hotline at
1-855-948-2311 to share your
compliments or concerns.
Call 1-800-MyVA411 to get
information on VA care, benefits and services, such as:
Information on COVID-19
and the MISSION Act, which
delivers access to health care
– at VA facilities, virtually
with telehealth, and in the
community.
Health care eligibility and enrollment.

Information on VA benefits,
such as disability compensation
and pension, education programs, caregiver support, insurance, home loan guaranty, and
burial scheduling and markers,
among others.

Immediate transfer to the Veterans Crisis Line or the National
Call Center for Homeless Veterans for services and support
from caring and trained responders.
1-800-MyVA411 callers have

The nearest VA facilities to
where you live or to where you
may be traveling; directory assistance, and connection to VA
Medical Center operators.
Technical support for
www.VA.gov.
Financial information, such as
debt and payment options.
Referrals during business hours,
with an introduction from you
and your issue to a VA specialist best able to assist.

the option of pressing 0 to be
immediately connected with a
customer service agent to answer any questions or provide a
warm-handoff to the appropriate VA expert.
1-800-MyVA411 (1-800-6982411) is available 24 hours-aday, 365 day-a-year to serve
Veterans, their families, caregivers and survivors.
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collaborative initiative to enhance their
chances of sustained success. Its
rewards and sanctions are deChallenge Coin Funds go towards
signed to incentivize rehabilitathe Medina County Veterans
tion, to anticipate and deter reMemorial Fund 501c3
Helping Veterans and their fami- lapse, and to restore participants
lies in Medina County
to functional decision making
and relationships.
Who is eligible for Valor
Court?
Defendants facing charges within the Medina Municipal Court’s
jurisdiction may be eligible for
Valor Court admission. Each
participant must meet certain
legal and clinical eligibility to be
considered for the program. Eligibility includes confirmed service in one of the branches of
the United States military.
How does an individual participate in Valor Court?
A potential participant must be
identified as an individual who
has military experience including active and veteran status.
Once that is confirmed, the individual is referred to our Probation Department to begin the
clinical and legal eligibility
screening process. Methods of
referral include voluntary identification, referral by the Judge or
other court official, or by a motion filed by defense counsel.
This procedure includes a review of the military discharge
We have a dental
status and a review of the beneprogram for Veterans fits available to the potential
with limited income, participant.
are the key components
give us a call to see if What
of the Valor Court?
you are eligible.
Identification
Don’t forget
Potential participants will be
February
identified by either the Medina
14th is
Municipal Court Probation or by
Valentines
notification from the clerk’s ofDay!
fice. A red form will be placed

in the file for easy identification.
Upon knowledge of identification,
bond will be set by arraignment
court Judge and Defendant will be
referred for a Valor Court Screening.
Eligibility Screening
If deemed appropriate by the
Judge, the Defendant will be sent
to the Probation Department to
begin initial screening. The PO
will review the program with defendant, review his/her military
history and complete a summary
clinical assessment. At this time,
the PO will request the Defendant
sign a continuance to the next Valor Court date.
Acceptance/Confirmation
Once the interview, assessment,
and verification of military discharge status is complete, Defendant can either agree to participate
in the program or reject participation and go back to the general
docket for allotment. After agreement to the program, the Defendant will have a hearing at the next
available Valor Court session to be
formally accepted and confirmed
into the Valor Court. The Defendant will have an opportunity to
speak
with an Continued on next page
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attorney, will plead guilty to
the charges, and must either be
eligible for the intervention in
lieu of tract or probation track.
Participation/Monitoring
Participants will be required to
follow all the procedures associated with the Valor Court.
Participants must voluntarily
assist in their individual treatment plan and show improvement as they continue through
the program. Participants’ progress will be monitored
through Probation Department
meetings, treatment agency
meetings, and court sessions.
Participants are required to
maintain a clean, sober, and
productive lifestyle and will be
subject to mandatory, frequent,
and random drug and alcohol
testing.
Graduation
When all obligations, requirements, and phases of the Valor
Court have been completed, the
participant is eligible for graduation. Upon graduation, participant’s case is closed.
The Mentor Peer Component
The Mentor Peer Program is a
unique feature of the Valor
Court. This aspect of the specialty court unites participants
with volunteers who themselves possess military experience. The Mentor Peer Program is designed to aid the participant by pairing them with a
fellow veteran who can provide
encouragement, moral support,

motivation, guidance, and inspiration to complete the program and continue achieving
their personal goals.
Valor Court Sessions
Valor Court Sessions will be
held in the courtroom of Judge
Gary F. Werner on predetermined alternating Tuesdays at
2:00 p.m. (based on the schedule and availability of the
court). Each session is preceded by a Treatment Team meeting. Peer Mentor interactions
with participants occur during
this pre-session, Treatment
Team meeting time period. The
Valor Court Session begins
promptly after the conclusion
of the Team Member meeting.
Why do you think we need a
Veterans Court here?
According to the National Center for Veterans Analysis and
Statistics, Ohio has the sixth
largest veteran’s population by
state, after California, Texas,
Florida, Pennsylvania, and
New York. Our Valor Court
honors these veterans’ service.
We are privileged to commit
our energy and resources to
them as they manage the lingering burdens of their service
while reintegrating into civilian
life.
Valor Courts are supervised by
an Advisory Committee of
community stakeholders and is
operated by volunteers from
the court, relevant government
agencies, and the community.
These individuals went through
a one-week training and certification by Justice for Vets
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which has helped establish over
250 veteran’s treatment courts
and trained over 3,000 court
staff.
What type of cases can come
before the court?
The Medina Valor Court is authorized to hear misdemeanor
criminal and traffic cases that
involve offenses committed
within its geographic jurisdiction, and civil cases within its
jurisdiction when the amount in
dispute is $15,000 or less. The
Small Claims Division of the
Court deals with civil cases in
which the amount is $6,000 or
less. The Court's geographic
jurisdiction includes the cities
of Brunswick and Medina; the
townships of Brunswick Hills,
Chatham, Granger, Hinckley,
Lafayette, Litchfield, Liverpool, Medina, Montville, Spencer, and York; and the villages
of Chippewa Lake and Spencer.
The Valor Court is scheduled to
start May 2021.
Everyone involved
in the
Valor
Court
underwent a
week long training and familiarization with “Justice for
Vets”. Justice For Vets is a national training and technical
assistance provider for the Bureau of Justice Assistance within the Office of Justice Programs at the U.S. Department
of Justice.
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Appointments will be available at the Professional
Building on 120 W. Washington St, Room 3-C on the
third floor.
To schedule an appointment call (440) 845-5023.
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If you have any questions at all on the benefits listed on page 12
or 13 please contact our office by calling (330) 722-9386 or
email us at veterans@medinacountyveterans.org.
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County benefits throughout Ohio are benefits
provided by the county in which you reside. They
are provided by the County and are specific to
those Veterans living within it.
They are not the same from county to county.

State benefits are provided by the State of Ohio
and are available to ail Veterans that are state
residents.

Federal benefits come from the Federal Government and apply equally to all Veterans across the
country.

Our office is trained to assist you in applying for and pursuing any benefit from Medina County, the State of Ohio or the Federal Government.
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Memorial Day Markers

Indigent Burial

CEMETERY FLAG HOLDERS are furnished to mark the graves of all honorably
discharged veterans
buried in Medina
County. The Medina
County
Veterans
Service Office supplies these bronze
markers, and the
flags for them, free
of charge.

The Medina County Veterans Service Commission oversees a veterans indigent burial
fund program. It is very important to understand that the burial fund is not a reimbursement program. The expense must be unpaid
and the application for such assistance must
be the person responsible for the payment of
the final expenses.
The program is authorized under the Ohio
Revised Code (ORC) 5901.25 to 5901.32
and can assist with the burial of an indigent
veteran, parent, spouse or surviving spouse
of veteran. The Medina County Veterans
Service Commission can pay $1,000.00 as
long as the commission has satisfied that the
family of the deceased is unable, for want of
means, to defray the expenses of the burial
or cremation, or that the family may be
deprived of means actually necessary for its
immediate support.
It is important to note that in most circumstances you must contact our office prior to
the actual burial and payment of services in
order to be considered for indigent burial.

They can be obtained from our
office
only
for
County Cemeteries.
COMMEMORATIVE BURIAL FLAG
CASE; The Medina County Veterans Service Commission is proud to present the
Next-of-Kin (NOK) of Veterans of Medina
County, that are county residents at their
time of death, a handmade solid oak flag
case for their loved one’s burial flag. Funeral Directors are asked to provide our office
with a copy of the VA Form 27 (Request for
Burial Flag) and a copy of the veteran’s
death certificate. Once we receive those two
documents our office will notify the NOK
with a letter and they are free to come pick
it up. ONLY ONE FLAG CASE PER
VETERAN. Unfortunately, we are only
able to provide this service for deaths that
have occurred after this notification and not
in the past. At the same time, we can order a
Presidential Memorial certificate for the
family as well.

CEMETARY GRAVE FLAGS are provided to organizations and cemetery sextons
prior to Memorial Day so that the graves of
Medina County Veterans can be marked for
the upcoming Memorial Day. If your loved
one passes away during the year, we are
happy to provide you one on a case-by-case Our goal is to always assist the family durbasis if the Veteran is interred within a ing these most difficult times, in any way
County Cemetery.
we can, by providing assistance with the
MEMORIAL DAY APPROPRIATIONS application of the benefits they may be eliare provided to organization of veterans gible for under the law.
recognized and chartered by the congress,
upon request of their officials, in the county;
up to and not to exceed $500 to aid in defraying the expenses of Memorial Day.
Civic organizations within townships with
no Veterans Organization may apply for an
amount of not to exceed $100. See ORC
Chap III; 307.66.

VA Burial and Cemetery Information for
Veterans
Burial Flags
Why Does VA Provide a Burial Flag?
A United States flag is provided, at no cost,
to drape the casket or accompany the urn of
a deceased veteran who served honorably in
the U. S. Armed Forces. It is furnished to
honor the memory of a veteran’s military
service to his or her country. VA will furnish a burial flag for memorialization for
each other than dishonorable discharged.
Who Is Eligible to Receive the Burial
Flag?
Generally, the flag is given to the next-ofkin, as a keepsake, after its use during the
funeral service. When there is no next-ofkin, VA will furnish the flag to a friend
making request for it. For those VA national
cemeteries with an Avenue of Flags, families of veterans buried in these national
cemeteries may donate the burial flags of
their loved ones to be flown on patriotic
holidays.

Can a Burial Flag Be Replaced?
The law allows us to issue one flag for a
veteran’s funeral. We cannot replace it if it
is lost, destroyed, or stolen. However, some
veterans’ organizations or other community
groups may be able to help you get another
flag.
Department of Veterans – Burial and
Plot-Interment Allowances
What Are VA Burial Allowances?
VA burial allowances are partial reimbursements of an eligible Veteran’s burial and
funeral costs. When the cause of death is not
service related, the reimbursements are
generally described as two payments:
(1) a burial and funeral expense allowance,
and (2) a plot or interment allowance.
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Medina County Veterans Organizations Meeting Times and Places
Organization

Post #

Address

City

Phone

Meeting Times

American Legion

Post #234 1439 S. Carpenter Rd

Brunswick

American Legion

Post #523 120 Bank St

Lodi

American Legion
American Legion
AMVETS
Blue Star Mothers of Medina

Post #202 620 N. Broadway St
Post #170 129 Main St
Post #1990 620 N. Broadway St

Medina
(330) 416-0792 7:00 PM - Fourth Monday of each month
Wadsworth (330) 334-1119 7:00 PM - Second Monday of each month
Medina
7:00 PM - First Monday of each month

County
Disabled American Veterans
MARINE Corps League
Medina County Veterans
Coalition
Medina County Women of the

1439 S. Carpenter Rd
Chapter #72 620 N. Broadway St
DET #569 3916 Pearl Rd

7:00 PM - First Wednesday of each month
(330) 948-1523 6:00 PM - Second Thursday of each month

Brunswick

6:30 PM - Third Tuesday of each month

Medina

7:00 PM - Second Tuesday of each month

Medina

7:00 PM - Third Tuesday of each month
9:00 AM - Second Saturday every third
month.

County Wide Various Posts
PO Box 1812,

Medina

mcwomilitary@yahoo.com

Military
Rolling Thunder
Veterans of Foreign Wars
Veterans of Foreign Wars

Chapter #8 3916 Pearl Rd.
Post #9520 1439 S. Carpenter Rd
Post #5137 3916 Pearl Rd

Medina
2-4:00 PM - Second Sunday of each month
Brunswick (330) 273-4892 7:00 PM - Second Monday of each month
Medina
(330) 725-0884 7:00 PM - First Tuesday of each month

Veterans of Foreign Wars

Post #5563 6731 Center Rd.

Valley City (330) 483-3792 7:00 PM - Second Monday of each month

Veterans of Foreign Wars

Post #1089 121 Main St
Chapter
620 N. Broadway
#385

Wadsworth (330) 336-5008 8:00 PM - Third Tuesday of each month
7:00 PM - First Thursday of each month
Medina
(no meeting in July)

Vietnam Veterans of America

*** If the information above is not correct please contact our office so that we may update it.
*** The addresses listed above are the physical address and not necessarily the mailing address.

Dates to Remember
MAY
May 1—Loyalty Day

JUNE
June 6—D-Day

May 8—VE Day

June 10—Veterans Service Commission meeting
4: 00 PM
May 13—Veterans Service Commission meeting
4: 00 PM
June 14—Flag Day
May 9—Mother’s Day

JULY
July 4—Independence Day
July 8—Veterans Service Commission
meeting 4: 00 PM

June 14—US Army 245th Birthday

May 15—Armed Forces Day, Candlelight Vigil , June 20—Father’s Day
Medina Square (Pending)
June —Blue Tip Parade, Wadsworth, Ohio
May 23—Memorial Day Ceremony, Ohio WestJune 25—Start of the Korean War
ern Reserve Cemetery (Pending)

August 2 to August 8—SEE YOU AT
THE MEDINA COUNTY FAIR .
August 2—Veterans Day at the Medina
County Fair

May 31—Memorial Day
Veterans Service Office Closed on:

Veterans Service Office Closed on:

May 28-31 Memorial Day Weekend

July 5 (in observance) Independence Day

Brunswick’s

HOME TOWN HERO’S
Veterans Day 2021

Sample banner, design not final

The Brunswick Home Town Heroes
program is our way of honoring our veterans
past and present this Veterans Day.
56 Home Town Hero’s banners will be flown
on telephone poles along Pearl and Center Rd.
in Brunswick from October 15th through
November 13th. Banners will be returned to
the sponsor when taken down, unless
otherwise instructed.
Banners can be purchased in two sizes:
1 30” x 76” $100 each (only 56 available)
to be flown on city telephone poles.
2 14.5” x 36” $50 each, includes display
bracket. To be displayed in your front
yard.
All banners are printed on both sides on
durable heavy vinyl. A picture must be
attached to the order form or emailed to
joedestro5639@gmail.com
ORDERS MUST BE RECEIVED BY
SEPTEMBER 1st, 2021
For questions contact Joe Destro @ 440-567-5428

Sponsored by American Legion post 234 and VFW post 9520

Hometown Hero
Banner Order Form
Contact info:

Orders Must be Received by September 1, 2021

Name____________________________________
Phone # __________________________________
Email ____________________________________
Veterans Info;
Name _________________________________________
Branch Of service ________________________________
Dates Served ____________________________________
Rank ___________________________________________
Where stationed / Name of Ship ________________________________
Medal of Honor Recipient ________ Purple Heart Recipient __________
Picture must be included. If emailing, the picture must be in high resolution jpeg format.
Check the appropriate box:
Return picture to family ________

You may keep the picture ________

Return Banner to Sponsor _______ Keep the Banner for future events ______
30 x 76 Banner (Only 56 available): .…………………..

Quantity _______ x $100 = ___________

14.5 x 36 Banner ………………………………………………… Quantity _______ x $50 = ___________
Make check payable to: Medina County Veterans Memorial Fund
Mail to:

PO Box 523, Brunswick, Ohio 44212

Email to:

Joedestro5639@gmail.com

Contact Joe Destro @ 440-567-5428 for additional information.

Medina County
Veterans Newsletter

Medina County Veterans Service Office

Our Mission!

Our Pledge

This newsletter is provided as a
courtesy only. The Medina County
Veterans Commission does not
endorse the content of these
newsletters or of other organizations' policies or products.
The information provided here is
for your personal use only and is
in some cases reprinted for the
sole purpose of the Veterans of
Medina County.

When you come into the
County Veterans Service
Office you will be assisted
by one of our knowledgeable
associates. The people that
work in the Medina County
Veterans Service Office have
a compassionate understanding of the problems
which confront veterans,
widows, widowers, and their
families.
We provide two basic services:
1. Temporary immediate
financial aid and assistance to eligible veterans and family members who have demonstrated a need as set
forth by the Commission.
2. Assist veterans, family
members and survivors
when applying to the
U.S. Department of
Veterans Affairs (VA)
for benefits.
Our assistance includes

but is not limited to:
a. Financial Assistance
b. Rent and mortgage payments
c. Utilities: Gas, Electric and
Water
d. Food and personal Hygiene
items
e. Certain Medical
f. Transportation to and from
VA Medical Centers in
Cleveland (Wade Park),
Parma and Akron, Ohio
g. Grave markers and flags
h. Free Notary for Veterans &
Families
i. Veterans Identification
Cards (unofficial) through
the Medina County Recorders Office
j. Free transportation on the
Medina County Public

Transit (MCPT) with proper
ID
k. Dental Program in partnership with the Medina County
Health Department
Service Assistance:
a. Proper submission of claims
to the U.S. Department of
Veterans Affairs (VA)
b. Representation at the Board
of Veterans Appeals (BVA)
c. Preparations of forms and
paperwork
d. Documentation of claims and
pertinent data
e. Submission for records,
awards decorations and medals
f. DD 214 certification
g. Employment resources
(website)
Our services are FREE of
charge!

Contact the Medina County Veterans Service Office
210 Northland Dr. - Medina, Ohio 44256

Call: 330.722.9368 Toll Free: 844.722.3800 x-9368 FAX: 330.722.9378
E-mail: veterans@medinacountyveterans.org
Office Hours: Monday - Wednesday - Thursday - Friday 8:00 AM - 4:00
PM - Tuesday 10:00 - 4:00 (Closed Noon – 1:00 PM for Lunch)

Medina County
Veterans Service Office
210 Northland Dr.
Medina, Ohio 44256

Your Address Could Be Here!

Your Newest Edition of The
Medina County Veterans Newsletter
Would you rather receive this in you email in-box?
Go to our website at: www.medinacountyveterans.org and register today!

