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Veterans Newsletter
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Senate overrides veto to pass NDAA 2021
With the passing of the National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) for
2021 on January 2, 2021 not only will
our military and important defense
measure be funded but some very important measures that effect our veterans, specifically our Vietnam veterans will soon also go into effect.

Some Vietnam veterans suffering
from parkinsonism like disabilities,
bladder cancer and hypothyroidism,
all three of which are will now be associated with exposure to certain
herbicide agents for which there is a
presumption of service connection for

veterans who served in the Republic of Vietnam or within 12nautical miles off the
shores of Vietnam. It
may also include
those veterans that
serve on the DMZ in
Korea during certain
time frames. These
veterans may now be
eligible for monetary
compensation, healthcare and
many more benefits presumptively
because f those disabilities. We
encourage anyone who has had or
currently suffers from one of those
disabilities to contact our office so
we may assist you in filing a
claim. Furthermore, we also encourage widows of those veterans
that may have suffered from those
issues to contact our office as they
may be eligible for some benefits
from the
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Medina County Veterans Service Commission
Mr. Jim Hoessle was sworn in on
December 18, 2020 by The Honorable Judge Christopher J. Collier,
Medina County Common Pleas
Court. Mr. Hoessle is the representative for the Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) for the Medina
County Veterans Service Commis-

Win ter 2021

sion. This
is
Mr.
Hoessle’s
second
term on
the Commission his term will run from January 2021 through January 2026.
Continued on Page 2

Don’t forget to
wear red on
Friday to
remember
everyone
deployed!
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VA Medical
Centers
Inpatient and Outpatient Care is
Available at the
Following Hospitals
Wade Park Center
10701 East Boulevard—
Cleveland, OH 44106
Phone: (216) 791-3800
Fax: (216) 421-3217
For appointments or
medication:
(800) 379-8387
Parma Community Based Clinic
8787 Brookpark Rd.
Parma, OH 44134
Phone: (216) 739-7000
Akron Community Based Clinic
55 W. Waterloo
Akron, OH 44319-1116
Phone: (330) 724-7715
EMERGENCY ROOM CARE IS
AVAILABLE AT WADE PARK 24
HOURS A DAY, SEVEN DAYS A
WEEK.
If you have an emergency you
may want to consider going to
the local hospital

Our office can provide
transportation for veterans
to the following VA
Healthcare facilities
Wade Park Hospital
Monday through Friday
Parma CBOC
Monday through Friday
Akron CBOC
Monday through Friday
We ask that you make your appointments between the hours
of 9:00 AM and NOON.
(Tell them you are a van rider).

The
Veterans Service Commission is
responsible for the oversight
and operations of the Medina
County Veterans Service Office. The Commission meets
regularly the second Tuesday of
each month at 4:00PM at our
office unless otherwise posted.
Currently due to COVID-19 all
meeting are being conducted
virtually until further notice.
Information on how you can
view and attend the virtual
meetings is available on our
webpage and Facebook page
each month.
Commission members are selected each year and may apply
through one of the local Veterans Service Organizations when
available. Currently the order
goes as follows as determined
by the Oho Revised Code Section 5901.
Beginning in the year 2000, appointment of members to the
commission under this section
shall be made as follows:
(A) Appointments for members
to represent the American Legion shall be made for terms to
commence in years ending in
zero and five.
(B) Appointments for members
to represent the Veterans of Foreign Wars shall be made for
terms to commence in years
ending in one and six.
(C) Appointments for members
to represent the Disabled American Veterans shall be made for
terms to commence in years
ending in two and seven.
(D) Appointments for members
to represent the AMVETS shall
be made for terms to commence
in years ending in three and
eight.

Continued from Front Page

(E) Appointments for members
to represent the Military Order
of the Purple Heart of the
U.S.A., the Vietnam Veterans
of America, or the Korean War
Veterans Association shall be
made for terms to commence in
years ending in four and nine.
The terms immediately preceding the initial appointments
made under divisions (A) to (E)
of this section may be for periods of less than five years.
The appointing authority shall
remove a member who fails to
maintain certification or whose
certification is revoked by the
director of veterans services.
For more information on how
you can apply to be a Medina
County Veterans Service Commissioner contact our office or
the Ohio Department of Veterans Service, or ask your Post
Commander.
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with the VA. We continue to provide transportation to and from the
VA Medical Centers. Although
there was a brief period in November where we had to discontinue
service due to COVID sickness
and exposure.

A Message From the
County Veterans
Service Officer
Happy New Year to all the Veterans and their families here in Medina County. I know everyone is
glad to say goodbye to 2020 and
we all want to miraculously believe all this will end with the new
year. Deep down
inside as much as we
would all like that to
be true we simply
know it wont happen.
However there does however seem
to be a light at the end of the tunnel and we seem a bit closer to it.
I want to congratulate Mr. Jim
Hoessle on his reappointment to
the Veterans Service Commission.
Jim is a Vietnam Veteran and even
though he is appointed as the VFW
representative he represents all
Veterans of Medina County. Jim
brings with him not only experience but an uncanny ability to continue to serve our community and
a compassionate approach to assisting our veterans.
Business as usual, not so much!
Nonetheless we have been able to
continue operations under the circumstances handed to us. We continue to assist veterans and their
families with their most serious
needs. Financial assistance is a
priority as well as filing claims

In 2020 we provided financial assistance to almost 350 veterans or
eligible family members. We filed
294 VA claims as well as as more
than 300 submittals for various
benefits. We had more than 1,250
appointments. Over the
past few months we
have started to conduct
virtual appointments in
order to continue operations. So even though our doors
may be closed, we are still open
for business. Doing what the military does best, adapt and overcome.
Lastly, there are many changes this
year that have already been approved in past legislation. I would
expect the incoming administration to stay on the current path the
VA has been on over the past several years. Continue to improve the
numbers of claims adjudicated
each year to ensure the back log
remains low. Continue to modernize with technology in order to be
able to remotely reach out to ur
veterans, whether for an appeal or
telehealth this will be the wave of
the future.
A brand new service we now offer
is wheelchair transit, Call our office for details if you are wheelchair bound and need transportation to or from the VA Medical
Centers.
Thank you for your continued support.
Stay safe!
County Veterans Service Officer
Medina County, Ohio
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Medina County Veterans
Service Commission
Randall Schmidt; President
Joseph Destro; Vice President
Jack Forster; Commissioner
Jim Hoessle; Secretary
Phillip Grassa; Commissioner
Office Staff
Director / Service Officer
Edward Zackery
1SG, U.S. Army (retired)
Office Manager / Veterans
Benefits Consultant
Jennafer Slonaker
Out-Reach Specialist / Veterans
Benefits Consultant
Sue Boggs
Administrative Assistant
Fran Amsden
Intake Specialist
Vacant
Contact Information
Phone: (330) 722-9368
Email:
veterans@medinacountyveterans.org
Website:
www.medinacountyveterans.org
Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/MedinaCou
ntyVeteransServiceOffice/
Address:
210 Northland Dr
Medina, Ohio 44256
***Public Meetings: 2nd Thursday of
every month at 4:00PM.
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Congressional Representatives
Congressman Anthony
Gonzales (R),
16 District
Strongsville Office
13477 Prospect Rd.
Strongsville, OH 44149
(440) 783-3695
***Canton Office
4150 Beldon Village St.
Suite 607
Canton, OH 44718
(330) 599-7037
Washington, DC Office
1023 Longworth HOB
Washington, DC 20515
(202) 225-3876

https://anthonygonzalez.house.gov/

Congressman Bob Gibbs (R)
District: 7
Ashland Office
110 Cottage Street
Ashland, Ohio 44805
Phone: (419) 207-0650
Fax: (419) 207-0655
Washington, DC Office
329 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515
Phone: (202) 225-6265
Fax: (202) 225-3394
http://gibbs.house.gov/about-me
Senator Sherrod Brown (D)
Cleveland, Office
1301 East Ninth St.,
Suite 1710
Cleveland, Ohio 44114
p (216) 522-7272
f (216) 522-2239
Toll Free 1-888-896-6446
Washington, DC Office
713 Hart Senate
Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20510
p (202) 224-2315
f (202) 228-6321
www.brown.senate.gov/contact/
Senator Rob Portman (R)
Cleveland, Office
1240 East 9th Street
Room 3061
Cleveland, OH 44199
Phone: 216-522-7095
Washington, DC Office
B40D Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510
Phone: 202-224-3353
https://www.portman.senate.gov/p
ublic/index.cfm/home
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Medina County Veterans Memorial Fund
Assists County Veterans, Donate Today!
The purpose of the Medina County Veterans Memorial Fund 501(C) 3, is to make a difference in the
lives of Veterans and or their families in times of financial need, and to promote and support Veterans
activities throughout Medina County.
Your donation stays in Medina County to help the Veterans of your community!
In the past thanks to your donations the Medina County Veterans Memorial Fund has been able to accomplish the following.
• Help purchase a vehicle for a Veteran
• Help a Veterans family reduce the risk of being homeless
• Repair a Veteran’s home to make it safe and accommodating
• Sponsor the Vietnam Traveling Wall
• Made repairs to the vandalized Gold Star Monument,
• Install (7) new flag poles for each of the branches of
service at the Medina County Vietnam Veterans Memorial
• Pay medical bills for severely ill Veteran
• Support housing for Veterans
These are just a few of the things we have been able to accomplish because of your kind generosity, please continue
to support and help the Medina County Veterans Memorial Fund 501(C) 3.
You can make a tax deductible donation by mailing your check or money order to:
Medina County Veterans Memorial Fund 501(C)3
P.O Box #523.
Brunswick, Ohio 44212
The Medina County Veterans Memorial Fund 501(C) 3 is not a part of the Medina County Veterans Service Office.
Any donations to our office go to the Medina County Veterans Memorial Fund 501(C) 3.

Veterans ID cards
In our Summer 2020 edition
we published an article about
various Identification Cards
that veterans may be eligible
for. The original article can be
found by visiting the newsletter archive page on our website:
https://www.medinacountyvet
erans.org/newsletter-archives/
In the article we discussed the
Medina County Veterans ID
card which is available for

Medina County Veterans who
record their discharge/DD214
with the Medina County recorder’s Office. We also discussed
the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) Medical ID Card
which is issued to those eligible
veterans who are enrolled and
utilizing the VA medical System. Lastly, we discussed the
various ID cards available to
eligible veterans, family members and military from the Department of Defense (DOD).

In this article we wanted to
make you aware of another option for our veterans from the
VA. The Veterans ID card or
(VIC) can be applied for online.
The Veteran ID Card (VIC) is a
form of photo ID you can use to
get discounts offered to Veterans at many restaurants, hotels,
stores, and other businesses.
Find out if you’re eligible for a
Veteran ID Card—and how to
apply.
Continued on Page 9
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How to Contact Your
Ohio State Government
Representatives 2021
Sharon A. Ray (R)
Ohio House of Representatives
Republican - District -069
77 S. High St.
13th Floor # 1384
Columbus, OH. 43215
Phone: (614) 466-8140
Email: rep69@ohiohouse.gov
Darrell Kick (R)
Ohio House of Representatives
Republican - District -70 77 S. High
St. 11th Floor Columbus, OH
43215-6111
Phone: 614-466-2994

Medina County Veterans
Identification Cards and
Free Transit Rides on
Medina County Public
Transit (MCPT)
The Medina county recorders Office has started to
issue Veterans ID cards by Appointment only. Call
330-725-9782 to schedule an appointment for a ID
Card.
Visit the website below to learn how to obtain a Medina County
Veterans ID card from the Medina County Recorders Office.

https://www.medinacountyveterans.org/medinacounty-veterans-id-card/

Fax: 614-719-6997
Email: district70@ohr.state.oh.us
Senator Mark Romanchuk (R)
Ohio Senate
Republican - District -022 Senate
Senate Building
1 Capitol Square
1st Floor
Columbus, OH 43215
Phone: (614) 466-7505

Employment Resource Center

614-644-0898 main number
877-644-6838 benefits info

We have some great job opportunities listed on
our website under the Employment
Resource Center; For job posting and
employment resources go to our webpage at
https://www.medinacountyveterans.org/benefits/employment/
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Joint Veterans Coalition of Medina County
Here is the list for the Veteran Coalition Meetings to include
date, time, place, sponsorship and workshops.
Save the Date!

Date

Time

Saturday,
April 10, 9:00 AM
2021

Location

Sponsor

Workshop Topic / Presenter

Wadsworth American Legion
#170

American Legion #170

Post Finances /
Joe Destro

Saturday,
July 10, 9:00 AM
2021

Lodi American Legion #523

Saturday,
October 9, 9:00 AM
2021

Brunswick VFW

Remarks

Fund-raising &
American Legion #523 Marketing /
Dave Taylor
American Legion #234

Membership /
Joe Destro &
Ron Samic

You can check out all the updates for the Joint Veterans Coalition of Medina County (JVCMC) at:
https://www.medinacountyveterans.org/about/our-services/joint-veterans-coalition-of-medina-countyohio/
I invite all veterans and others who support veterans. Please help us with your input on the issues concerning all of our veteran organizations in Medina County.
In order to be a viable unit, we need people from all of the organizations to participate by providing
support and information.
Currently the Medina County Veterans and Military Banquet is planned for Saturday, April 17, 2020.
The JVCMC is watching the current health order carefully and will have information about the banquet
on our website as to whether it is canceled or rescheduled.
The Medina County Veteran & Veterans Advocate of the Year Program will continue as planned and
applications for nominations will be published soon.
Stay tuned for day-to-day changes.
Catherine Owen
President, Joint Veterans Coalition of Medina County

The Medina County Veterans Service Office now offers transit to the three
VA Medical centers that support Medina County to wheelchair bound Veterans. For wheelchair accessibility someone must accompany the veteran that
can put the wheelchair on and off the van. All other qualifications for medical transport to the VAMC apply.

P age 8
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VA updates welcome kit
for Veterans and families
Dec. 22, 2020

WASHINGTON — The
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs announced today the addition of 10
‘quick start guides’ and
caregiver resources to
the VA Welcome Kit — a
guide for service members,
Veterans, their families,
caregivers, and survivors
to access care, benefits
and services.
The updated welcome kit
makes it easier to obtain
information about VA resources by listing each
step and document needed
in the application or enrollment process.
“Our welcome kit breaks
down VA’s care, benefits
and services in an easy-tofollow way so Veterans
and their families don’t
miss out on any VA resources they may be eligible for,” said VA Secretary
Robert Wilkie. “This guide
is the perfect starting point
for anyone interested in
what the department has to
offer, and I encourage everyone in the Veteran community to download and
share it with their networks.”
The VA Welcome Kit is organized around major life

milestones, such as separating from military service, retirement or seeking care
while aging. The kit now includes a total of 14 ‘quick
start guides’ that cover a variety of topics, including:
• Applying for VA health care.
• Getting started with mental
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

health services.
Getting started with health services for women Veterans.
Understanding
community
care.
Accessing urgent care.
Applying for a disability rating.
Applying for education benefits.
Applying for burial in a VA national cemetery and for memorial products.
Understanding the modernized
decision review process.
Getting started with services
for Veterans ages 65 and older.
Getting started with Veteran
state benefits and service.
Getting started with Vet Center
services.
Getting started with caregiver
benefits.
Applying for survivor benefits.

•
More than 1 million copies of
the VA Welcome Kit have
been downloaded or printed
across the country. VA created the kit and follow-on
guides
using
humancentered design with feedback from hundreds of Vet-

erans and their families.
Download the VA Welcome
Kit here.
https://www.va.gov/welcomekit/
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Am I eligible for a Veteran
ID Card?
You may be eligible if you
meet both of the requirements
listed below.
Both of these must be true.
You:
 Served on active duty, in
the Reserves, or in the National Guard (including
the Coast Guard), and
 Received an honorable or
general discharge (under
honorable conditions)
If you received an other than
honorable, bad conduct, or
dishonorable character of discharge, you’re not eligible for
a Veteran ID Card. If you
have an uncharacterized or
unknown discharge status,
we’ll have to verify your eligibility before we approve
your application.
You’ll need to provide a copy
of your discharge papers
when you apply for a VIC to
prove your character of discharge.
Please note: Retail vendors
volunteer to take part in this
discount program. If a business decides to provide discounts to Veterans, it doesn’t
mean that we’re recommending or favoring that business.
You will need to sign in or
create an account to apply for
the VIC.
Try signing in with your DS
Logon, My HealtheVet, or
ID.me account. If you don’t
have any of those accounts,
you can create one now. The
link below can guide you
through the process.
https://www.va.gov/records/g
et-veteran-id-cards/vic/
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Will my Veteran ID Card replace my other military ID
cards?
No. Your Veteran ID Card
won’t replace your Veteran
Health Identification Card or
your Department of Defense ID
Card.
What other forms of ID can I
use instead of a Veteran ID
Card to get discounts at businesses?
You can use any of these forms
of ID to get the same discounts:
 A Veteran Health Identification Card (VHIC), or
 A Department of Defense
(DoD) Identification Card—
either a Common Access
Card (CAC) or Uniformed
Services ID Card, or
 A state-issued driver’s license or ID with a Veterans
designation
Note: If you already have one
of these, you don’t need a Veteran ID Card, but you can still
apply for it if you’d like.
What can’t I use my Veteran
ID Card for?
You can’t use your Veteran ID
Card to:
 Prove your eligibility for
any federal benefits, or
 Access military bases or
installations, or
 Access military commissaries or exchanges, or
 Present as a form of identification at the airport, or
 Check into a VA hospital,
or
 Show as proof of retirement
from the Armed Forces, or
 Show as proof of wartime
service to get a special li-

cense plate from the Department of Motor Vehicles

Veteran’s designation on a
state-issued driver’s license or
ID
At this time, all 50 states and
Puerto Rico offer a Veteran
designation (an identifying
mark) printed on state-issued
driver’s licenses or IDs. The
type of Veteran designation
may vary from state to state. If
you have a Veteran’s designation, you may be able to get discounts offered to Veterans at
many stores, businesses, and
restaurants.

Did you know that the
Joint Veterans
Coalition of Medina
County presents
graduation medals to
all High School Seniors
entering
the military
from
Medina
County
High
Schools?
Contact the JVCOMC for information

V o l ume 13 , I ss ue 3

P age 1 0

Continued from cover page

Department of Veterans Affairs (VA).
This will now take the current
Challenge Coin Funds go towards Agent Orange
the Medina County Veterans
Exposure PreMemorial Fund 501c3
sumptive list
Helping Veterans and their famifrom fourteen
lies in Medina County
to
seventeen
different diseases.
1. AL Amyloidosis
2. Chronic B-cell Leukemias
3. Chloracne
4. Diabetes Mellitus Type 2
5. Hodgkin’s Disease
6. Ischemic Heart Disease
7. Multiple Myeloma
8. Non-Hodgkin’s Lymphoma
9. Parkinson’s Disease
10. Peripheral Neuropathy, Early- Onset
11. Porphyria Cutanea Tarda
12. Prostate Cancer
13. Respiratory Cancers
14. Soft Tissue Sarcomas
15. Parkinsonism.
16. Bladder cancer.
17. Hypothyroidism
Currently there is no timeline for
the VA to start rating and granting claims for the three new disabilities added to theist. Our best
We have a dental
guess is by the end of the year
program for Veterans (2021) if not sooner, they should
all the rules and regulations
with limited income, have
written and implemented. Our
give us a call to see if advice is to file your claim as
soon as possible.
you are eligible.
Also, the NDAA legislation diDon’t forget
rect the VA to study the effects
February
of Agent orange on Type I Dia14th is
betes. And whether those effects
Valentines
may or may not cause the disDay!
ease. The legislation reads as

follows and does NOT change the
current regulations of laws governing Type I Diabetes and it is only a
study and a report.
Not later than one year after the
date of the enactment of this Act,
the Comptroller General of the
United States shall submit to Congress a report containing an evaluation of how the Department of
Veterans Affairs has handled
claims for disability compensation
under the laws administered by the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs submitted by veterans who— (1) have
type 1 diabetes; and (2) have been
exposed to an herbicide agent (as
defined in section 1116(a)(3) of
title 38, United States Code).
Other important issues within the
NDAA that will affect our veterans this year are as follows:
•

The study on unemployment
rate of women veterans who
served on active duty in the
armed forces after September
11, 2001

•

Expansion of eligibility for
Hud–Vash.

•

Additional care for newborn
children of veterans.

•

Modification of licensure requirements for Department of
Veterans Affairs health care
professionals providing treatment via telemedicine.
There were other miner directives
also in the legislation directed at
the DVA.
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VA launches single access point to all VA contact centers
December 2020,
WASHINGTON — The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) announced today, the
formal launch of 1-800-MyVA411 (1-800-698-2411), a single access point to all VA contact
centers.
The number is available 24 hours-a-day, 365 days-a-year to serve Veterans, their families,
caregivers and survivors.
Responding to Veteran feedback on the challenges of knowing the right number for VA assistance,
1-800-MyVA411, serves all members of the Veteran community seeking information or help. Veterans and their families can still reach the Veterans Crisis Line directly at 1-800-273-8255 and pressing 1, by Chat or by texting 838255. The White House VA Hotline is also still available at 1-855-9482311 for Veterans and their families to share compliments and concerns.
“1-800-MyVA411 is always the right number to reach VA and is a great example of the department’s
customer service strategy in action,” said VA Secretary Robert Wilkie. “1-800-MyVA411 provides
easy access to specialized contact centers as well as an option to immediately talk to a live agent.”
When dialing 1-800-MyVA411, callers have the option of pressing 0 to be immediately connected
with a customer service agent to answer questions or provide a warm-handoff to the appropriate VA
expert.
During the pilot phase from Oct. 1, 2019–Sep. 31, 1-800-MyVA411 connected more than 1.3 million
callers with VA contact centers and experts.
1-800-MyVA411 provides information on:

•
•
•

COVID-19 updates.
Health care eligibility and enrollment.

VA benefits, such as disability, compensation and pension, education programs, caregiver support, insurance, home loans, and burial headstones and markers among others.
• The nearest VA medical centers, benefits offices or cemeteries to Veterans, VA Medical Center operational
updates and connection to VA Medical Center operators.
Directory assistance and technical support for www.VA.gov.
• Debt and payment options.

For more information contact the Veterans Experience Office at Vets-Experience@VA.gov

Announcement
Richard H. Davenport American Legion Brunswick Post # 234
...will be changing our meeting place in 2021.
The new location at:
VFW Post 9520
1439 S. Carpenter Road, Brunswick, Ohio 44212
The Date and Time: We will meet the first Wednesday of each month at 7:00pm.
First date in 2021 At new location will be: January 6, 2021 at 7:00pm.

P age 1 2
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Complete listing of our COVID-19 Updates
For a complete list of updates that we have been posting go to our
website and click on “Resources” on the top banner. Or click the
link below if you are viewing on the web.
https://www.medinacountyveterans.org/covid-19-information-and-resources/
There is information about the VA, your health, unemployment and other topics surrounding the COVID-19 Pandemic.
***As of the printing of this newsletter the current situation for our office is outlined
below. Changes to this may happen on a day to day basis and is determined by the
current health orders and safety of our staff the veterans we service.
If you are in need of financial assistance, need to file a claim with the Department of
Veteran Affairs or simply have a question, please call our office we will call you back
within 3-business days. (330) 722-9368.
Check our Facebook Page and Website for the latest news on our office and COVID-19

Appointments will be available at the Professional
Building on 120 W. Washington St, Room 3-C on the
third floor.
To schedule an appointment call (440) 845-5023.
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Challenge Coins make a great gift,
contact our office for details

We Would
Like to Hear
Your Story!
Are you a Veteran with a story to tell? All
Veterans have a story, whether you served in
peacetime, wartime, aboard a ship, or as a
cook at Fort Polk, Louisiana. You have a story. And we need to get it out so that people
understand what it takes to defend a Nation!
Contact us to be interviewed on “Salute to
Service” it only takes about 60 minutes of
your time. Tapings are professionally recorded by Brunswick Area Television (BAT) and
broadcast on the local County Networks.
A free copy of the recording is
provided to the Veteran.
Contact us to schedule an interview at (330) 722-9368

Call us and we will send you your wallet cards today
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County benefits throughout Ohio are benefits
provided by the county in which you reside. They
are provided by the County and are specific to
those Veterans living within it.
They are not the same from county to county.

State benefits are provided by the State of Ohio
and are available to ail Veterans that are state
residents.

Federal benefits come from the Federal Government and apply equally to all Veterans across the
country.

Our office is trained to assist you in applying for and pursuing any benefit from Medina County, the State of Ohio or the Federal Government.

Homestead Exemption
Standard Homestead Exemption
Allows low income senior citizens and permanently, totally disabled Ohioans to reduce their property tax bills by shielding
some of the market value of their homes
from taxation.
Qualification Requirements

Y
o
u
r
B
e
n
e
f
i
t
s

Ohio War Orphan & Severely Disabled
Veterans' Children Scholarship
The application deadline is May 15th of
every year. The deadline for the 20212022 academic year is May 15, 2021.
A complete application MUST be received or postmarked by May 15th in
order to be considered for the scholarship for the 2021-2022 academic year.

Veterans ID Card (VIC)
In our Volume 13, Issue 1 Summer 2020
Edition we ran a two page article on ID
Cards. It discussed ID cards issued here in
Medina County, VA Medical ID cards and
Department of Defense (DOD) ID cards.
But there is another option that is available
and you can apply online.

A Veteran ID Card (VIC) is a form of photo
ID you can use to get discounts offered to
Veterans at many restaurants, hotels, stores,
and other businesses. Find out if you’re
What
is
it?
The
Ohio
War
Orphan
&
SeAt least age 65 or permanently, totally
eligible for a Veteran ID Card—and how to
verely
Disabled
Veterans'
Children
Scholardisabled
ship Program awards tuition assistance to apply.
Adjusted gross income in previous year the children of deceased or severely disa- Am I eligible for a Veteran ID Card?
of $32,200 or less ($33,600 starting in bled Ohio veterans who served in the armed
forces during a period of declared war or You may be eligible if you meet both of the
2020)
requirements listed below.
conflict.
File application: Homestead ExWho is eligible? To receive War Orphans Both of these must be true. You:
emption for Senior Citizens, Disa- Scholarship benefits, a student must be an
bled Persons, and Surviving Spous- Ohio resident and enrolled for full-time Served on active duty, in the Reserves, or in
the National Guard (including the Coast
es, Single Person
undergraduate study and pursuing an associ- Guard), and
Homestead Exemption for Sen- ate or bachelor's degree at an eligible Ohio
ior Citizens, Disabled Persons, and college or university. Applicants must apply Received an honorable or general discharge
(under honorable conditions)
between the ages of 16 and 24.
Surviving Spouses, Married Per-

Own your own home as principal place of
residence on January 1

•
•
•

How much aid is available? Scholarship
benefits cover a portion of instructional and
Disabled Veterans Expanded Homestead general fee charges at two and four-year
Exemption
public institutions and a portion of these
charges at eligible private colleges and uniAvailable for military veterans who have
been determined to have a permanent, total versities.
service-connected disability (or surviving
How do I apply? Application is made to
spouse of a person who applied for and
the Ohio Department of Higher Education,
qualified in the year of death).
State Grants and Scholarships Department.
Where do I get an application? Click here
Qualification Requirements
to download the application. All instructions
Be a veteran of the U.S. Armed Forces
to complete the application are on the back
Must have received a permanent, total disa- of the form. Applications are also available
bility rating
from the Ohio Department of Higher EducaOwn a home as primary place of resident on tion, State Grants and Scholarships Department, high school guidance offices, veterans
January 1.
service offices, and college Financial Aid
File application Homestead Exemption for Offices.
Disabled Veterans and Surviving Spouses

sons

Mail completed forms to:
Auditor Mike Kovack
144 North Broadway Street
Medina, OH 44256
For more information, check
out Homestead Exemption Programs or call
the Medina County Auditor's Office at one
of the following phone numbers:
Medina: (330) 725-9754
Toll Free: (844) 722-3800, ext. 9754

For more information, contact Ramah
Church at (614) 752-9528
or rchurch@highered.ohio.gov

If you received an other than honorable, bad
conduct, or dishonorable character of discharge, you’re not eligible for a Veteran ID
Card. If you have an uncharacterized or
unknown discharge status, we’ll have to
verify your eligibility before we approve
your application.
You’ll need to provide a copy of your discharge papers when you apply for a VIC to
prove your character of discharge.
Please note: Retail vendors volunteer to take
part in this discount program. If a business
decides to provide discounts to Veterans, it
doesn’t mean that we’re recommending or
favoring that business.
How do I apply for a Veteran ID Card?
You can apply online now.
https://www.va.gov/records/get-veteran-idcards/vic/
Will my Veteran ID Card replace my other
military ID cards?
No. Your Veteran ID Card won’t replace
your Veteran Health Identification Card or
your Department of Defense ID Card.
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Medina County Veterans Organizations Meeting Times and Places
Organization

Post #

Address

City

Phone

Meeting Times

American Legion

Post #234 1439 S. Carpenter Rd

Brunswick

American Legion

Post #523 120 Bank St

Lodi

American Legion
American Legion
AMVETS
Blue Star Mothers of Medina

Post #202 620 N. Broadway St
Post #170 129 Main St
Post #1990 620 N. Broadway St

Medina
(330) 416-0792 7:00 PM - Fourth Monday of each month
Wadsworth (330) 334-1119 7:00 PM - Second Monday of each month
Medina
7:00 PM - First Monday of each month

County
Disabled American Veterans
MARINE Corps League
Medina County Veterans
Coalition
Medina County Women of the

1439 S. Carpenter Rd
Chapter #72 620 N. Broadway St
DET #569 3916 Pearl Rd

7:00 PM - First Wednesday of each month
(330) 948-1523 6:00 PM - Second Thursday of each month

Brunswick

6:30 PM - Third Tuesday of each month

Medina

7:00 PM - Second Tuesday of each month

Medina

7:00 PM - Third Tuesday of each month
9:00 AM - Second Saturday every third
month.

County Wide Various Posts
PO Box 1812,

Medina

mcwomilitary@yahoo.com

Military
Rolling Thunder
Veterans of Foreign Wars
Veterans of Foreign Wars

Chapter #8 3916 Pearl Rd.
Post #9520 1439 S. Carpenter Rd
Post #5137 3916 Pearl Rd

Medina
2-4:00 PM - Second Sunday of each month
Brunswick (330) 273-4892 7:00 PM - Second Monday of each month
Medina
(330) 725-0884 7:00 PM - First Tuesday of each month

Veterans of Foreign Wars

Post #5563 6731 Center Rd.

Valley City (330) 483-3792 7:00 PM - Second Monday of each month

Veterans of Foreign Wars

Post #1089 121 Main St
Chapter
620 N. Broadway
#385

Wadsworth (330) 336-5008 8:00 PM - Third Tuesday of each month
7:00 PM - First Thursday of each month
Medina
(no meeting in July)

Vietnam Veterans of America

*** If the information above is not correct please contact our office so that we may update it.
*** The addresses listed above are the physical address and not necessarily the mailing address.

Dates to Remember
FEBRUARY

MARCH

APRIL

Feb 3—Four Chaplains Remembrance Day

Mar 14—Daylight Savings Time Begins

Apr 6—Persian Gulf War Ends

Feb 9—Lunch & Learn Program (Aid & Attendance)

Mar 11—Veterans Service Commission Meeting

Apr 8—Veterans Service Commission
Meeting

Feb 11—Veterans Service Commission Meeting
Feb 14—Valentines Day
Feb 15—Presidents Day
Feb 23—Flag Raised on Iwo Jima

Mar 17—St. Patty’s Day
March 29—Vietnam Veterans Recognition Day
(National)

Apr 15—Tax Day
Apr 4—Easter Sunday

March 30—Vietnam Veterans Recognition Day
(Ohio)

Feb 16—Fat Tuesday
Feb 26—Benefits Brief Soprema Senior Center
(online)
Veterans Service Office Closed on:
Feb 15—Presidents Day

Veterans Service Office Closed on:
Apr 2—Good Friday

Medina County
Veterans Newsletter

Medina County Veterans Service Office

Our Mission!

Our Pledge

This newsletter is provided as a
courtesy only. The Medina County
Veterans Commission does not
endorse the content of these
newsletters or of other organizations' policies or products.
The information provided here is
for your personal use only and is
in some cases reprinted for the
sole purpose of the Veterans of
Medina County.

When you come into the
County Veterans Service
Office you will be assisted
by one of our knowledgeable
associates. The people that
work in the Medina County
Veterans Service Office have
a compassionate understanding of the problems
which confront veterans,
widows, widowers, and their
families.
We provide two basic services:
1. Temporary immediate
financial aid and assistance to eligible veterans and family members who have demonstrated a need as set
forth by the Commission.
2. Assist veterans, family
members and survivors
when applying to the
U.S. Department of
Veterans Affairs (VA)
for benefits.
Our assistance includes

but is not limited to:
a. Financial Assistance
b. Rent and mortgage payments
c. Utilities: Gas, Electric and
Water
d. Food and personal Hygiene
items
e. Certain Medical
f. Transportation to and from
VA Medical Centers in
Cleveland (Wade Park),
Parma and Akron, Ohio
g. Grave markers and flags
h. Free Notary for Veterans &
Families
i. Veterans Identification
Cards (unofficial) through
the Medina County Recorders Office
j. Free transportation on the
Medina County Public

Transit (MCPT) with proper
ID
k. Dental Program in partnership with the Medina County
Health Department
Service Assistance:
a. Proper submission of claims
to the U.S. Department of
Veterans Affairs (VA)
b. Representation at the Board
of Veterans Appeals (BVA)
c. Preparations of forms and
paperwork
d. Documentation of claims and
pertinent data
e. Submission for records,
awards decorations and medals
f. DD 214 certification
g. Employment resources
(website)
Our services are FREE of
charge!

Contact the Medina County Veterans Service Office
210 Northland Dr. - Medina, Ohio 44256

Call: 330.722.9368 Toll Free: 844.722.3800 x-9368 FAX: 330.722.9378
E-mail: veterans@medinacountyveterans.org
Office Hours: Monday - Wednesday - Thursday - Friday 8:00 AM - 4:00
PM - Tuesday 10:00 - 4:00 (Closed Noon – 1:00 PM for Lunch)

Medina County
Veterans Service Office
210 Northland Dr.
Medina, Ohio 44256

Your Address Could Be Here!

Your Newest Edition of The
Medina County Veterans Newsletter
Would you rather receive this in you email in-box?
Go to our website at: www.medinacountyveterans.org and register today!

