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Much changes in a couple of days, 
a few weeks or a few months... 

At the time of this script we find our-
selves in the middle of a world crisis 
unlike any most of us have ever 
known.  By the time you read this I 
sincerely pray that we are well on our 
way to a to a new future and better 
days.  

I say this because as things are chang-
ing daily some of the information 
within this newsletter may not be ac-
curate at the time you are reading it. 
So please keep this in mind.  

No matter where we might be at the 
time of this printing, I want you to 

know that the Medina County Vet-
erans Service Office is here to 
serve. We have been and will re-
main open as long as possible. We 
have been servicing veterans and 
their families via the phone, inter-
net and USPS throughout the 
COVID-19 crisis. If you are out of 
work due to the COVID-19 crisis 
and need assistance, please contact 
us. In many cases we have been 
able to streamline our application 
process for financial assistance 
through our office. If you have a 
pending claim with the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs (VA) or 
need to file a new claim. We are 
still able to assist you with the ap-
plication and subsequent paper-
work you may need. If you have 
an appointment at a VA Medical 
Center and need transportation. 
We are still providing                

 

If you have recently found yourself 
out of work or financially affected 
due to the  COVID-19 Pandemic 
please contact us as we 
may be able to assist.  
We can typically assist 
with the following: 
 Rent 

 Mortgage 
 Utilities  
 Food 
There are basic eligibility require-
ments you must meet in order to 
qualify for our financial assistance 
program. Please call to see if you 
may be eligible. (330) 722-9368 

Continued on Page 4 
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Our office can provide  
transportation for veterans 

to the following VA  
Healthcare facilities 

 
Wade Park Hospital 

Monday through Friday 
Parma CBOC 

Monday through Friday 
Akron CBOC 

Monday through Friday 
  

We ask that you make your ap-
pointments between the hours 

of 9:00 AM and NOON.  
 

(Tell them you are a van rider). 
 
 

VA Medical  

Centers  

Inpatient and Outpatient Care is 
Available at the  

Following Hospitals 
 

Wade Park Center 
10701 East Boulevard—

Cleveland, OH 44106 
Phone: (216) 791-3800 

Fax: (216) 421-3217 
For appointments or  

medication:  
(800) 379-8387 

 
Parma Community Based Clinic 

8787 Brookpark Rd. 
Parma, OH 44134 

Phone: (216) 739-7000 
 

Akron Community Based Clinic 
55 W. Waterloo 

Akron, OH 44319-1116 
Phone: (330) 724-7715 

 
EMERGENCY ROOM CARE IS 

AVAILABLE AT WADE PARK 24 
HOURS A DAY, SEVEN DAYS A 

WEEK. 
 

If you have an emergency you 
may want to consider going to 

the local hospital 

Employment Resource Center 

We have some great job opportunities listed 
on our website under the Employment         
Resource Center; For job posting and           

employment resources go to our webpage at 

https://www.medinacountyveterans.org/benefits/employment/ 

The 2020 Census will gather information from mid-March to July 
31, with the official Census Day being April 1. All information is 
confidential, protected by law and only used to produce statistics.  

Census statistics impact our daily lives, informing important deci-
sions about funding for services and infrastructure such as health 
care, senior centers, jobs, political representation, roads, schools and 
businesses. Most grant money is determined through population sta-
tistics. These statistics accurately determine how many representa-
tives each state has in Congress and inform the redrawing of con-
gressional district boundaries. 

Personal information, including your address, gathered through the 
2020 Census will not be shared with any level of law enforcement 
and can’t be used against you. The sole purpose of the Census is to 
provide up-to-
date statistics. 

Their website, 
Census.gov, is up 
and running with 
more information 
regarding the 
2020 Census. 

http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/Transportation
http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/Transportation
http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/Transportation
http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/Transportation
http://www.cleveland.va.gov/
http://www.cleveland.va.gov/locations/Parma.asp
http://www2.va.gov/directory/guide/facility.asp?ID=926
https://www.medinacountyveterans.org/benefits/employment/
Census.gov
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A Message From the  
County Veterans  

Service Officer 

Well, first I want to say I hope this 
finds all of you in good health. 
Second, I hope you are all doing 
well and moving on through these 
strange circumstances.  

Memorial Day Events: As far as 
any Memorial Day activities we 
intentionally left out times and 
specific information as we just 
have no idea whether or when any 
of the events around the County 
will take place.  

Memorial Day Flags: The flags 
for the cemeteries have been or-
dered and will hopefully be ready 
to be picked up between May 4th 
and the 20th. However, this all 
depends on the current situation 
and the supply and delivery chains.  

Also a letter was sent out to all the 
Posts in regards to the $500 appro-
priations for Memorial Day from 
the County. Our goal is to hopeful-
ly recognize the sacrifices in the 
spirit of Memorial in each commu-
nity as best as possible sometime  
over the course of the next few 
months. I am sure you will all be 
able to do so appropriately.  

Stimulus Payments: If you have 
questions about stimulus payments 
please read the article on page 10. 
It explains most everything about 

payments to veterans. If you have 
specific questions in regards to 
your taxes I would recommend 
you contact your tax preparer.  

Our office has been operating as 
best as possible under the current 
conditions. We hope that by the 
time you read this, our office will 
again be open to the public. We 
have continued to operate in a re-
duced capacity although we have 
still been able to provide 95% of 
all the service we have in the past.  

Our April Commission meeting 
was held virtually online. We’re  
planning to hold the May meeting 
the same way if we are not able to 
met in person due to social dis-
tancing. The information on how 
to access the virtual meeting will 
be posted on our website and Face-
book Page.  

Typically this commentary would 
have started with, “this is the busi-
est month for Veterans”  or some-
thing close. But instead we enter a 
month typically set aside to honor 
Veterans not knowing how or if 
we will be able to do so. Even dur-
ing these trying times I believe we 
will all find a way to commemo-
rate these special holidays and re-
member our fallen comrades dur-
ing the month of May. 

In closing, please know that we are 
here to help and that if you know 
of a veteran who is out of work or 
needs some type of help please 
have them call us to see if we can 
be of assistance.  

 

Stay safe! 

Veterans Service Officer              
Medina County, Ohio 

mailto:veterans@medinacountyveterans.org
http://www.medinacountyveterans.org
https://www.facebook.com/MedinaCountyVeteransServiceOffice/C:/Users/EdwardZackery/Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates
https://www.facebook.com/MedinaCountyVeteransServiceOffice/C:/Users/EdwardZackery/Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates
https://www.google.com/maps/place/210+Northland+Dr,+Medina,+OH+44256/@41.1517988,-81.8685782,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x8830b7ffd43d8561:0xc053f9cbab9312f8!8m2!3d41.1517988!4d-81.8663895
https://www.google.com/maps/place/210+Northland+Dr,+Medina,+OH+44256/@41.1517988,-81.8685782,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x8830b7ffd43d8561:0xc053f9cbab9312f8!8m2!3d41.1517988!4d-81.8663895
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Congressional Representatives 
  

Congressman Anthony  
Gonzales (R),  
16 District 
Strongsville Office 
13477 Prospect Rd. 
Strongsville, OH 44149 
(440) 783-3695 
***Canton Office 
4150 Beldon Village St. 
Suite 607 
Canton, OH 44718 
(330) 599-7037 
Washington, DC Office 
1023 Longworth HOB 
Washington, DC 20515 
(202) 225-3876 
https://anthonygonzalez.house.gov/ 
 

Congressman Bob Gibbs (R) 
District: 7 
Ashland Office 
110 Cottage Street  
Ashland, Ohio 44805  
Phone: (419) 207-0650  
Fax: (419) 207-0655  
Washington, DC Office  
329 Cannon House Office Building  
Washington, DC 20515  
Phone: (202) 225-6265  
Fax: (202) 225-3394  
http://gibbs.house.gov/about-me 
 
Senator Sherrod Brown (D) 
Cleveland, Office 
1301 East Ninth St.,  
Suite 1710 
Cleveland, Ohio 44114 
p (216) 522-7272 
f (216) 522-2239 
Toll Free 1-888-896-6446 
Washington, DC Office 
713 Hart Senate 
Office Bldg. 
Washington, DC 20510 
p (202) 224-2315 
f (202) 228-6321 
www.brown.senate.gov/contact/ 
 
Senator Rob Portman (R) 
Cleveland, Office 
1240 East 9th Street 
Room 3061 
Cleveland, OH 44199 
Phone: 216-522-7095  
Washington, DC Office 
B40D Dirksen Senate Office Build-
ing 
Washington, DC 20510 
Phone: 202-224-3353  
https://www.portman.senate.gov/p
ublic/index.cfm/home 

Complete listing of our 
COVID-19 Updates 

 

For a complete list of updates that we 
have been posting go to our website 
and click on “Resources” on the top banner. Or click the link 
below if you are viewing on the web.  
 

https://www.medinacountyveterans.org/covid-19-
information-and-resources/ 

There is information about the VA, your health, unemploy-
ment and other topics surrounding the COVID-19 Pandemic.   

all again relish in the joy of their 
successes. Something that on a day 
to day basis might be lacking in 
modern western society (another 
discussion at another time). For 
the most part the comparison is a 
good one. But one of the topics 
discussed is how people from all 
demographics banded together 
when thrown into a crisis. The 
“Battle of Britain” or the “London 
Blitz” as it became to be known 
during WWII. Hurled almost nine-
million people into the subways 
and bomb shelters of London al-
most daily to live with one another 
for more than 2-years. From 1992 
through 1996 the Siege of Saraje-
vo took place which basically 
locked everyone living in the city 
into a fifty square mile radius. 
Snipers, artillery and constant 
bombardment engaged almost an-
ything that moved. The people of 
Sarajevo much like the Londoners 
during WWII were being attacked 
by an enemy that had no distinc-
tion of class or demographics. Co-
rona Virous or what has become 
known as COVID-19 is such an 
enemy. Oh, it’s not a human ene-
my that we understand the reasons 
for its attack, nonetheless it has 
similar effects on our state of 
mind. For the first time for many 

 

transportation for confirmed ap-
pointments only. 

Please understand that it is not 
business as normal for our office 
nor the VA. So, we ask that you 
be patient and help us help you. 
Please call our office if you have 
any questions (330) 722-9368.   

It’s strange how a crisis no mat-
ter how small or large has a di-
rect effect on those directly af-
fected by it. I recently finished 
reading “Tribe: On Homecom-
ing and Belonging” by Sebastian 
Younger. An excellent and 
somewhat short read. The book 
is actually about tribal societies 
and how they compare to small 
squad size units in combat. How 
they band together to help each 
other out. It mostly makes the 
comparison to the American In-
dian and their roots as a tight 
knit community, serving each 
other through good and bad 
times. They all feel the pain of 
each other’s suffering and they 

Continued from cover page 

https://anthonygonzalez.house.gov/
http://gibbs.house.gov/about-me
http://www.brown.senate.gov/contact/
https://www.portman.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/homeC:/Users/EdwardZackery/Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates
https://www.portman.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/homeC:/Users/EdwardZackery/Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates
https://www.medinacountyveterans.org/covid-19-information-and-resources/
https://www.medinacountyveterans.org/covid-19-information-and-resources/


Medina County Veterans Newsletter  

out and survive. But when its all 
said and done, and we start to see 
a different face on each other. 
The look of trust, joy and our 
anxiety levels have gone back to 
a norm. Let us walk away with a 
better sense that we are all Amer-
icans in this together. We all 
need each other no matter our 
social status, color, religion or 
sex. Those things that seem to 
divide us really don’t matter to 
our enemies foreign, domestic or 
even viruses.  They see us as one, 
why can’t we? Stay safe.  

If you are a Veteran having 
thoughts of suicide—or you’re 
concerned about one—free, con-
fidential support is available 
24/7. Call the Veterans Crisis 
Line at 1-800-273-8255 and 
press 1, text to 838255, or chat 
online at VeteransCri-
sisLine.net/Chat. 

If you have any questions about 
veterans benefits, feel free to 
contact us at the Medina County 
Veterans Service Office at 330-
722-9368 or email us at veter-
ans@medinacountyveterans.org 
or catch us on the web at 
www.medinacountyveterans.org  

Page 5  

Challenge Coin Funds go towards 
the Medina County Veterans    

Memorial Fund 501c3 
Helping Veterans and their fami-

lies in Medina County 

Access all your VA Benefits in one spot 

www.va.gov 

of us we are all the same, 
equals to an enemy that wants 
to kill us. COVID-19 has little 
to no prejudices (something I 
admire), it doesn’t care how 
much money you have, your 
color or race or your sexual 
orientation. Seems like we 
could learn a bit from it…again 
another conversation. When 
this all started to unravel in mid 
to late March, I remember 
standing in line at a local box 
store stocking up of course. 
And as I looked around at peo-
ples faces it reminded me of 
something. The looks on their 
faces were familiar as if I had 
seen them before. It was the 
same look I remember seeing 
on the faces of my Soldiers the 
day we deployed to the Middle 
East. The same look as they 
shipped out to a forward oper-
ating base (FOB) for the fist 
time, the same look they had 
before every mission. The look 
of thee unknown, anxiety, fear, 
sadness even anger. For the 
first time in many years we are 
all reduced to equals against a 
not so common enemy. Obvi-
ously as Americans we will 
band together, help each other 

http://www.va.gov/homeless/nationalcallcenter.asp
http://www.suicidepreventionlifeline.org/
https://www.vfw.org/
VeteransCrisisLine.net/Chat.
VeteransCrisisLine.net/Chat.
mailto:veterans@medinacountyveterans.org
mailto:veterans@medinacountyveterans.org
http://www.medinacountyveterans.org
http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/Medals-Military-Records
https://www.va.gov/
https://www.va.gov/
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How to Contact Your  

Ohio State Government  

Representatives 2019  

 

Stephen D. Hambley (R)  

Ohio House of Representatives  

Republican - District -069 77 S. 
High St. 14th Floor Columbus, OH 
43215-6111  

Phone: 614-466-8140 Fax: 614-
719-3969  

Email: district69@ohr.state.oh.us  

http://www.ohiohouse.gov/stephen-
d-hambley/contact  

 

Darrell Kick (R)  

Ohio House of Representatives  

Republican - District -70 77 S. High 
St. 11th Floor Columbus, OH 
43215-6111  

Phone: 614-466-2994 Fax: 614-
719-6997  

Email: district70@ohr.state.oh.us  

 

Larry Obhof (R)  

Ohio Senate  

Republican - District -022 Senate 
Building Columbus, OH 43215  

Phone: 614-466-7505  

Email: SD22@senate.state.oh.us  

614-644-0898   main number 

877-644-6838   benefits info 

We Would Like to 
Hear Your Story! 

 
Are you a Veteran with a story to tell? All Veterans have a story, 
whether you served in peacetime, war time, onboard a ship, or as a 
cook at Fort Polk Louisiana. You have a story. And we need to get it 
out so that people understand what it takes to defend a Nation! 
Contact us to be interviewed on “Salute to Service” it only takes 
about 60 minutes of your time. Tapings are professionally recorded 
by Brunswick Area Television (BAT) and broadcast 
on the local County Networks.  
A free copy of the recording  is provided to Veteran. 
Contact us to schedule an interview at (330) 722-9368 

Medina County Veterans 
Identification Cards and 
Free Transit Rides on 
Medina County Public 
Transit (MCPT) 

Due to social distanc-
ing you will be allowed 
to ride for free if you 
have a valid Ohio Iden-
tification that shows 
you are a Medina 
County resident and a 
DD 214 to show when 
boarding the buses 
through June 1, 2020. 

After that you will need 
a Medina County Vet-
erans ID Card again. 

Visit the website below to learn how to obtain a 
Medina County Veterans ID card from the Medi-
na County Recorders Office.  

https://www.medinacountyveterans.org/medina-
county-veterans-id-card/ 

htwww.medinacountyveterans.org/medina-county-veterans-id-card/
htwww.medinacountyveterans.org/medina-county-veterans-id-card/
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Medina County | Veterans Coalition 

At this time the May meeting has been postponed until further notice. Please 
check the website for updates. medinacountyveterans.org/about/our-
services/joint-veterans-coalition-of-medina-county-ohio/ 

 

Here is the list for the Veteran Coalition Meetings to include date, time, place 
and sponsorship.   

SAVE THE DATES! 

Date     Location    Host   
9:00AM, May 9, 2020    Postponed     Rolling Thunder 
9:00AM, July 11, 2020           Lodi American Legion                  American Legion #523 
9:00AM, September 12, 2020     Medina Veterans Memorial Hall       American Legion #202 
9:00AM, November 14, 2020   Medina Veterans Memorial Hall      DAV #72 

 

I invite all veterans and others who support veterans. Please help us with your input on the issues 
concerning all of our veteran organizations in Medina County.  

In order to be a viable unit, we need people  from all of the organizations to participate by providing 
support and information. 

 

 

             SAVE THE DATE! 

Medina County Veterans Coalition 
Banquet | Saturday, August 15, 2020 

Williams-on-the-Lake, 787 Lafayette Rd,       
Medina, OH 44256  

 

You can use the banquet request on Page 13 or download it at:  

medinacountyveterans.org/events/rescheduled-eighth-annual-medina-
county-all-veterans-military-banquet/ 

——————————————- 

Each year the Joint Veterans Coalition of Medina County, Ohio.  
Honors a Veteran and a Veterans Advocate of the Year. 

Awards are given at the Coalitions Annual Banquet 

Featuring: Chicken Cordon Bleu & Pepper Steak Dessert: Chocolate 
Mousse Price includes Open Bar For: Draft Beer/House Wine/Sodas  

 The Program:  Cocktail Hour from 5:30PM – 6:30PM (includes Swe-
dish Meatballs & cheeses) Dinner from 6:30PM – 7:30PM  

Entertainment – Veterans Recognition & Raffles 7:30PM – 8:15PM  

medinacountyveterans.org/about/our-services/joint-veterans-coalition-of-medina-county-ohio/
medinacountyveterans.org/about/our-services/joint-veterans-coalition-of-medina-county-ohio/
medinacountyveterans.org/events/rescheduled-eighth-annual-medina-county-all-veterans-military-banquet/
medinacountyveterans.org/events/rescheduled-eighth-annual-medina-county-all-veterans-military-banquet/
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that appear to share virus-
related information to gain and 
lock access to your devices 
until payment is received. 

• Seeking donations fraudulent-
ly for illegitimate or non-
existent charitable organiza-
tions. 

Criminals will likely continue to 
use new methods to exploit 
COVID-19 worldwide. 

If you think you are a victim of a 
scam or attempted fraud involving 
COVID-19, you can report it with-
out leaving your home through a 
number of platforms.  

Go to: 

Contact the National Center for 
Disaster Fraud Hotline at 866-
720-5721 or via email 
at disaster@leo.gov 

If it's a cyber scam, submit your 
complaint through 
https://www.ic3.gov/default.aspx 

Be aware that 
criminals are at-
tempting to exploit 
COVID-19 world-

wide through a variety of scams.  
There have been reports of: 

• Individuals and businesses 
selling fake cures for COVID-
19 online and engaging in 
other forms of fraud. 

• Phishing emails from entities 
posing as the World Health 
Organization or the Centers 
for Disease Control and Pre-
vention. 

• Malicious websites and apps 

Fraud Avoidance | COVID-19 

https://www.justice.gov/disaster-fraud
https://www.justice.gov/disaster-fraud
mailto:disaster@leo.gov
https://www.ic3.gov/default.aspx


Appointments will be available on  
Mondays & Wednesdays at the Professional Building 
on 120 W. Washington St, Room 3-C on the third floor. 
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Fraud Prevention:  

Protect Your Benefits 
 

Please contact the VA immediately at 1-800-827-1000 if you suspect your information is 
compromised. 

 

1. You receive correspondence from VA concerning a claim, and you don't remember filing a claim 
contact the VA at 1-800-827-1000. 

2. You receive correspondence requesting a processing fee prior to releasing benefit payments con-
tact the VA at 1-800-827-1000. 

3. VA may check in with you by phone, email, or text message. The VA will never ask for personal 
information via email. This includes verification of your SSN, address, and/or bank information. If 
you are unsure about any call, email, or text, confirm details directly with the VA. 

4. VA does not threaten claimants with jail or lawsuits. 

5. Be cautious of telephone numbers on caller ID. Scammers may change the telephone number 
(spoofing) to make a call appear to come from a different person or place. 

6. When in doubt, hang up and call VA directly at 1-800-827-1000, or call your Power of Attorney 
representative (DAV, VFW, etc.). 

7. Do not ignore emails or letters from the VA notifying you of an update to direct deposit or eBene-
fits account information. If you don't remember making changes, it could be the first sign your in-
formation was compromised. 

8. Use secure, unique passwords, and two-factor identification where available. To establish a more 
secure logon for Vets.gov and www.ebenefits.va.gov with two factor identification create an ac-
count via ID.me at https://www.va.gov/sign-in-faq/#what-is-idme 

9. Monitor your accounts regularly, respond to fraud alerts and report unauthorized transactions 
promptly. 

10. To learn more about protecting yourself from fraud, and how to report it visit 
https:/www.va.gov/oig/hotline/default.asp, or go to VA.gov and search "Office of Inspector Gen-
eral". 

 

For more details on how to avoid scams go to https://www.fcc.gov!veterans-targeted-benefits-scams 

• Download free financial scam awareness resources at 
https ://www.consumerfinance.gov/about-us/blog/helping-prevent-scams-targeted-veterans/ 

• Get up-to-date information on fraud and scams from the Federal Trade Commission https://public. 
tableau.com/profilelfederal.trade.commission 

 

  Sincerely yours,  

  Regional Office Director  

http://www.va.gov/directory/guide/facility.asp?ID=5447
http://www.va.gov/directory/guide/facility.asp?ID=5447
http://www.ebenefits.va.gov
https://www.va.gov/sign-in-faq/#what-is-idme
https://www.va.gov/oig/hotline/default.asp
VA.gov
https://www.fcc.gov/veterans-targeted-benefits-scams
https://www.consumerfinance.gov/about-us/blog/helping-prevent-scams-targeted-veterans/
https://public.tableau.com/profile/federal.trade.commission#!/
https://public.tableau.com/profile/federal.trade.commission#!/
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out any additional action or pa-
perwork required.”  

Economic Impact Payments 
will be automatic for non-tax 
filing VA beneficiaries. For VA 
beneficiaries who filed a Form 
1040 for 2018 or 2019, those 
payments will also be automat-
ic. No further action is needed. 
They can track the status of 
their payments on the Get My 
Payment tool on IRS.gov. For 
non-tax filing VA beneficiaries, 
please note their information 
will be loaded on this tool with-
in the next few weeks.  

For VA beneficiaries who did-
n’t file a tax return in 2018 or 
2019 and have a dependent, 
there is a special step they need 
to take, and the sooner the bet-
ter. They should visit the Non-
Filer: Enter Payment Info Here 
tool on IRS.gov. By quickly 
taking steps to enter infor-
mation on the IRS website 
about them and their qualifying 
children, they can receive the 
$500 per dependent child pay-
ment in addition to their $1,200 
individual payment.  

VA recognizes that many non-
tax filing beneficiaries have al-
ready begun using the IRS’ EIP 
payment portal to provide the 
necessary data to IRS to receive 
their EIP. There will be no in-
terruption to payments being 
processed using the IRS portal, 
and Veterans with internet ac-
cess are encouraged to continue 
providing information and track 
their EIP through the IRS por-
tal.  

For those 
who do not 
have access, 
or choose not to use the IRS 
portal, their EIP will be pro-
cessed without further action on 
their part.  

While no date for distribution 
has been set at this time, VA is 
securely sharing necessary ben-
eficiary data with Treasury 
which will allow Treasury to 
begin issuance of Economic 
Impact Payments.  

For more information on 
CARES Act ‘Economic Impact 
Payments,’ visit: 
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/
economic-impact-payments-
what-you-need-to-know. 

 

The short version:  

1. If you receive social security,  
railroad retirement, va disa-
bility and did NOT file a tax 
return in 2018 or 2019 the 
stimulus will go into same ac-
count as the monthly benefit.  

2. If a tax return was filed and a 
refund was received the stimu-
lus will be received the same 
way. 

3. If a tax return was filed and 
did not receive a refund then a 
check will be mailed in May. 

4. If direct deposit is wanted for 
the stimulus then need to go to 
Irs.gov and follow the steps to 
input account and routing 
number. The site requests in-
formation that has to exactly 
match what is filed on the tax 
return. 

FOR IMMEDIATE          
RELEASE April 17, 2020  

WASHINGTON — The U.S. 
Department of Veterans Af-
fairs (VA) announced today it 
is working directly with the 
Internal Revenue Service 
(IRS) and U.S. Treasury De-
partment to ensure delivery of 
‘Economic Impact Payments’ 
to Veterans and survivors 
who receive Compensation 
and Pension (C&P) benefit 
payments from VA without 
additional paperwork or IRS 
filings.  

The ‘Economic Impact Pay-
ments,’ authorized by the 
Treasury Department under 
the 2020 Coronavirus Aid, 
Relief, and Economic Securi-
ty (CARES) Act, will be is-
sued automatically to recipi-
ents of non-taxable VA bene-
fits who did not file annual 
income tax returns for 2018 
or 2019. VA and the IRS have 
been collaborating since the 
passage of the CARES Act to 
ensure Veterans receive their 
EIP.  

“Many have expressed con-
cern that Veterans and their 
beneficiaries would be over-
looked during the distribution 
of Economic Impact Pay-
ments from the CARES Act 
simply because they don’t file 
an annual tax return,” said 
VA Secretary Robert Wilkie. 
“This collaboration will en-
sure our Veterans receive 
CARES Act payments with-

VA Partners with Treasury Department to Deliver  

Economic Impact Payments to Veterans and Survivors  

https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/economic-impact-payments-what-you-need-to-know
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/economic-impact-payments-what-you-need-to-know
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/economic-impact-payments-what-you-need-to-know
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Memorial Day Events Around Medina County 
(be sure to check dates and times with your local newspaper of township committees for accuracy)  

 
Editors Note: We decided not to print dates and times for memorial Day Observances 

throughout the County this year. At the time of print we had no idea where our nation would 
be with social distancing and did not want to confuse anyone with dates and times that may not 

happen. I recommend that you check back with us or check with your local community 
veterans organization or township office directly.  

diers who had fallen in battle at 
Shiloh. Nearby were the graves of 
Union soldiers, neglected because 
they were the enemy. Disturbed at 
the sight of the bare graves, the 
women placed some of their flow-
ers on those graves, as well. 

Today, cities in the North and the 
South claim to be the birthplace of 
Memorial Day in 1866. Both Ma-
con and Columbus, Ga., claim the 
title, as well as Richmond, Va. The 
village of Boalsburg, Pa., claims it 
began there two years earlier. A 
stone in a Carbondale, Ill., ceme-
tery carries the statement that the 
first Decoration Day ceremony 
took place there on April 29, 1866. 
Carbondale was the wartime home 
of Gen. Logan. Approximately 25 
places have been named in con-
nection with the origin of Memori-
al Day, many of them in the South 
where most of the war dead were 
buried. 

Official Birthplace Declared In 
1966, Congress and President 
Lyndon Johnson declared Water-
loo, N.Y., the “birthplace” of Me-
morial Day. There, a ceremony on 
May 5, 1866, honored local veter-
ans who had fought in the Civil 
War. Businesses closed and resi-
dents flew flags at half-staff. Sup-
porters of Waterloo’s claim say 
earlier observances in other places 
were either informal, not commu-
nity-wide or one-time events. 

By the end of the 19th century, 
Memorial Day ceremonies were 
being held on May 30 throughout 
the nation. State legislatures 
passed proclamations designating 

the day, and the Ar-
my and Navy adopt-
ed regulations for 
proper observance at their facili-
ties. 

It was not until after World War I, 
however, that the day was expand-
ed to honor those who have died in 
all American wars. In 1971, Me-
morial Day was declared a nation-
al holiday by an act of Congress, 
though it is still often called Deco-
ration Day. It was then also placed 
on the last Monday in May, as 
were some other federal holidays. 

Some States Have Confederate 
Observances Many Southern 
states also have their own days for 
honoring the Confederate dead. 
Mississippi celebrates Confederate 
Memorial Day on the last Monday 
of April, Alabama on the fourth 
Monday of April, and Georgia on 
April 26. North and South Caroli-
na observe it on May 10, Louisi-
ana on June 3 and Tennessee calls 
that date Confederate Decoration 
Day. Texas celebrates Confederate 
Heroes Day January 19 and Vir-
ginia calls the last Monday in May 
Confederate Memorial Day. 

Gen. Logan’s order for his posts to 
decorate graves in 1868 “with the 
choicest flowers of springtime” 
urged: “We should guard their 
graves with sacred vigilance. … 
Let pleasant paths invite the com-
ing and going of reverent visitors 
and fond mourners. Let no neglect, 
no ravages of time, testify to the 
present or to the coming genera-
tions that we have forgotten as a 
people the cost of a free and undi-

Three years after the Civil War 
ended, on May 5, 1868, the head 
of an organization of Union vet-
erans — the Grand Army of the 
Republic (GAR) — established 
Decoration Day as a time for the 
nation to decorate the graves of 
the war dead with flowers. Maj. 
Gen. John A. Logan declared 
that Decoration Day should be 
observed on May 30. It is be-
lieved that date was chosen be-
cause flowers would be in bloom 
all over the country. 

The first large observance was 
held that year at Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery, across the Po-
tomac River from Washington, 
D.C. 

The ceremonies centered around 
the mourning-draped veranda of 
the Arlington mansion, once the 
home of Gen. Robert E. Lee. 
Various Washington officials, 
including Gen. and Mrs. Ulysses 
S. Grant, presided over the cere-
monies. After speeches, children 
from the Soldiers’ and Sailors’ 
Orphan Home and members of 
the GAR made their way 
through the cemetery, strewing 
flowers on both Union and Con-
federate graves, reciting prayers 
and singing hymns. 

Local Observances Claim To 
Be First Local springtime trib-
utes to the Civil War dead al-
ready had been held in various 
places. One of the first occurred 
in Columbus, Miss., April 25, 
1866, when a group of women 
visited a cemetery to decorate 
the graves of Confederate sol-

          Memorial Day History 



Page 13  Medina County Veterans Newsletter  

Stop in and pick up your wallet cards at our office today 

Peloponnesian War over 24 centu-
ries ago that could be applied to-
day to the 1.1 million Americans 
who have died in the nation’s 
wars: “Not only are they com-
memorated by columns and in-
scriptions, but there dwells also an 
unwritten memorial of them, grav-
en not on stone but in the hearts of 
men.” 

To ensure the sacrifices of Ameri-
ca ’s fallen heroes are never for-
gotten, in December 2000, the 
U.S. Congress passed and the pres-
ident signed into law “The Nation-
al Moment of Remembrance Act,” 
P.L. 106-579, creating the White 
House Commission on the Nation-
al Moment of Remembrance. The 
commission’s charter is to 
“encourage the people of the Unit-

ed States to give something back 
to their country, which provides 
them so much freedom and oppor-
tunity” by encouraging and coordi-
nating commemorations in the 
United States of Memorial Day 
and the National Moment of Re-
membrance. 

The National Moment of Remem-
brance encourages all Americans 
to pause wherever they are at 3 
p.m. local time on Memorial Day 
for a minute of silence to remem-
ber and honor those who have died 
in service to the nation. As Mo-
ment of Remembrance founder 
Carmella LaSpada states: “It’s a 
way we can all help put the memo-
rial back in Memorial Day.” 

vided republic.” 

The crowd attending the first 
Memorial Day ceremony at Ar-
lington National Cemetery was 
approximately the same size as 
those that attend today’s ob-
servance, about 5,000 people. 
Then, as now, small American 
flags were placed on each grave 
— a tradition followed at many 
national cemeteries today. In 
recent years, the custom has 
grown in many families to deco-
rate the graves of all departed 
loved ones. 

The origins of special services to 
honor those who die in war can 
be found in antiquity. The Athe-
nian leader Pericles offered a 
tribute to the fallen heroes of the 
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 Memorial Day Markers 

 

CEMETERY FLAG HOLDERS are fur-
nished to mark the graves of all honorably 
discharged veter-
ans buried in Me-
dina County. The 
Medina County 
Veterans Service 
Office supplies 
these bronze 
markers and the 
flags for them free of charge. 

They can be obtained from our office only 
for County Cemeteries. 

COMMEMORATIVE BURIAL FLAG 
CASE; The Medina County Veterans Ser-
vice Commission is proud to present the 
Next-of-Kin (NOK) of Veterans of Medina 
County that are county residents at their 
time of death a handmade solid oak flag 
case for their loved one’s burial flag. Funer-
al Directors are asked to provide our office 
with a copy of the VA Form 27 (Request for 
Burial Flag) and a copy of the veteran’s 
death certificate. Once we receive those two 
documents our office will notify the NOK 
with a letter and they are free to come pick 
it up. ONLY ONE FLAG CASE PER 
VETERAN. Unfortunately, we are only 
able to provide this service for deaths that 
have occurred after this notification and not 
in the past. At the same time, we can order a 
Presidential Memorial certificate for the 
family as well. 

CEMETARY GRAVE FLAGS are pro-
vided to organizations and cemetery sextons 
prior to Memorial Day so that the graves of 
Medina County Veterans can be marked for 
the upcoming Memorial Day. If your loved 
one passes away during the year, we are 
happy to provide you one on a case-by-case 
basis if the Veteran is interred within a 
County Cemetery. 

MEMORIAL DAY APPROPRIATIONS 
are provided to organization of veterans 
recognized and chartered by the congress, 
upon request of their officials, in the county; 
up to and not to exceed $500 to aid in de-
fraying the expenses of Memorial Day. 
Civic organizations within townships with 
no Veterans Organization may apply for an 
amount of not to exceed $100. See ORC 
Chap III; 307.66. 

Medina County annually contributes ap-
proximately $15,000. 

Y 
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u 
r 
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State benefits are provided by the State of Ohio 
and are available to ail Veterans that are state 

residents. 

Federal benefits come from the Federal Govern-
ment and apply equally to all Veterans across the 

country. 

Our office is trained to assist you in applying for and pursuing any benefit from Medina County, the State of Ohio or the Federal Government. 

Homestead Exemption Programs 

 

Veterans rated by the VA as 100 percent 
disabled due to a service-connected disabil-
ity and surviving spouses who occupy the 
same home are eligible for the expanded 
Homestead Exemption, which applies to tax 
years 2014 and forward. 

Standard Homestead Exemption 

Allows low income senior citizens and per-
manently, totally disabled Ohioans to re-
duce their property tax bills by shielding 
some of the market value of their homes 
from taxation.  

Qualification Requirements 

• Own your own home as principal place 
of residence on January 1 

• At least age 65 or permanently, totally 
disabled 

• Adjusted gross income in previous year 
of $32,200 or less ($33,600 starting in 
2020) 

File application: 

• Homestead Exemption for Senior Citi-
zens, Disabled Persons, and Surviving 
Spouses, Single Person 

• Homestead Exemption for Senior Citi-
zens, Disabled Persons, and Surviving 
Spouses, Married Persons 

Disabled Veterans Expanded Homestead 
Exemption 

• Available for military veterans who 
have been determined to have a perma-
nent, total service-connected disability 
(or surviving spouse of a person who 
applied for and qualified in the year of 
death).  

Qualification Requirements 

• Be a veteran of the U.S. Armed Forces 

• Must have received a permanent, total 
disability rating 

• Own a home as primary place of resi-
dent on January 1. 

• File application Homestead Exemption 
for Disabled Veterans and Surviving 
Spouses 

Mail completed forms to: 

Auditor Mike Kovack 
144 North Broadway Street 
Medina, OH 44256   

Medina: (330) 725-9754  
Toll Free: (844) 722-3800, ext. 9754  

VA Burial and Cemetery Information for 
Veterans 

Burial Flags 

Why Does VA Provide a Burial Flag? 

A United States flag is provided, at no cost, 
to drape the casket or accompany the urn of 
a deceased veteran who served honorably in 
the U. S. Armed Forces. It is furnished to 
honor the memory of a veteran’s military 
service to his or her country. VA will fur-
nish a burial flag for memorialization for 
each other than dishonorable discharged. 

Who Is Eligible to Receive the Burial 
Flag? 

Generally, the flag is given to the next-of-
kin, as a keepsake, after its use during the 
funeral service. When there is no next-of-
kin, VA will furnish the flag to a friend 
making request for it. For those VA national 
cemeteries with an Avenue of Flags, fami-
lies of veterans buried in these national 
cemeteries may donate the burial flags of 
their loved ones to be flown on patriotic 
holidays. 

Can a Burial Flag Be Replaced? 

The law allows us to issue one flag for a 
veteran’s funeral. We cannot replace it if it 
is lost, destroyed, or stolen. However, some 
veterans’ organizations or other community 
groups may be able to help you get another 
flag. 

Department of Veterans – Burial and 
Plot-Interment Allowances 

What Are VA Burial Allowances? 

VA burial allowances are partial reimburse-
ments of an eligible Veteran’s burial and 
funeral costs. When the cause of death is not 
service related, the reimbursements are 
generally described as two payments: 

(1) a burial and funeral expense allowance, 
and (2) a plot or interment allowance. 

 

 

County benefits throughout Ohio are benefits 
provided by the county in which you reside. They 

are provided by the County and are specific to 
those Veterans living within it.  

They are not the same from county to county. 
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https://www.medinacountyveterans.org/burial-cemetery-information/
http://www.medinacountyveteransserviceoffice.org/
https://www.medinacountyauditor.org/homestead.htm
https://medinaoh.seamlessdocs.com/f/HomeExemptSingle
https://medinaoh.seamlessdocs.com/f/HomeExemptSingle
https://medinaoh.seamlessdocs.com/f/HomeExemptSingle
https://medinaoh.seamlessdocs.com/f/HomeExemptMarried
https://medinaoh.seamlessdocs.com/f/HomeExemptMarried
https://medinaoh.seamlessdocs.com/f/HomeExemptMarried
https://medinaoh.seamlessdocs.com/f/HEDisabledVetsAndSpouses
https://medinaoh.seamlessdocs.com/f/HEDisabledVetsAndSpouses
https://medinaoh.seamlessdocs.com/f/HEDisabledVetsAndSpouses
https://www.medinacountyveterans.org/burial-cemetery-information/
https://www.medinacountyveterans.org/burial-cemetery-information/
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Medina County Veterans Organizations Meeting Times and Places 

May 1—Loyalty Day  

May 8—VE Day 

May 11 (Monday)—Veterans Service Commis-
sion meeting 4: 00 PM 

May 10—Mother’s Day 

May 16—Armed Forces Day, Candlelight Vigil , 
Medina Square (Pending) 

May 24—Memorial Day Ceremony, Ohio West-
ern Reserve Cemetery (Pending) 

May 25—Memorial Day 

 

Veterans Service Office Closed on:           

May 22-25 Memorial Day Weekend 

June 6—D-Day  

June 4 (first week)—Veterans Service Commis-
sion meeting 4: 00 PM 

June 14—Flag Day  

June 14—US Army 245th Birthday 

June 21—Father’s Day 

June 23—Blue Tip Parade, Wadsworth, Ohio  

June 25—Start of the Korean War 

July 4—Independence Day 

July 9—Veterans Service Commission 
meeting 4: 00 PM 

 

 

August 3 to  August 9—SEE YOU  AT 
THE MEDINA  COUNTY FAIR .  

August 3—Veterans Day at the   Medina 
County Fair 

 

Veterans Service Office Closed on:   

July 3 (in observance) Independence Day  

MAY JUNE JULY 

Dates to Remember 

*** If the information above is not correct please contact our office so that we may update it.  

This program is designed to educate disabled veterans and their fami-
lies on specific veterans' benefits and services. This outreach program 
generates considerable claims work on behalf of veterans and their 
families. NSOs, often aided by Department and Chapter Service Offic-
ers, travel to communities across the country to counsel and assist vet-
erans with development of evidence, completion of required applica-
tions and prosecution of claims for veterans benefits administered under 
federal, state and local laws.  

Organization Post # Address City Phone Meeting Times 

American Legion Post #234 FOP 716 West 130th St,  Brunswick  (330) 618-1701 11:00 AM - First Thursday of each month 

American Legion Post #523 120 Bank St Lodi  (330) 948-1523 6:00 PM - Second Thursday of each month 

American Legion Post #202 620 N. Broadway St Medina   (330) 416-0792 7:00 PM - Fourth Monday of each month 

American Legion Post #170 129 Main St Wadsworth (330) 334-1119 7:00 PM - Second Monday of each month 

AMVETS Post #1990 620 N. Broadway St Medina   7:00 PM - First Monday of each month 

Blue Star Mothers of Medina  

County  
  1439 S. Carpenter Rd Brunswick  6:30 PM - Third Tuesday of each month 

Disabled American Veterans Chapter #72 620 N. Broadway St Medina   7:00 PM - Second Tuesday of each month 

MARINE Corps League DET #569 3916 Pearl Rd Medina  7:00 PM - Third Tuesday of each month 

Medina County Veterans  

Coalition 
County Wide Various Posts   

9:00 AM - Second Saturday every third 
month.  

Medina County Women of the  

Military 
  PO Box 1812,  Medina  mcwomilitary@yahoo.com  

Rolling Thunder Chapter #8 3916 Pearl Rd. Medina  2-4:00 PM - Second Sunday of each month 

Veterans of Foreign Wars  Post #9520 1439 S. Carpenter Rd Brunswick (330) 273-4892 7:00 PM - Second Monday of each month 

Veterans of Foreign Wars  Post #5137 3916 Pearl Rd Medina (330) 725-0884 7:00 PM - First Tuesday of each month 

Veterans of Foreign Wars  Post #8753 39 F Main St. Seville  8:30 PM - Third Thursday of each month 

Veterans of Foreign Wars  Post #5563 6731 Center Rd. Valley City (330) 483-3792 7:00 PM - Second Monday of each month 

Veterans of Foreign Wars  Post #1089 121 Main St Wadsworth (330) 336-5008 8:00 PM - Third Tuesday of each month 

Vietnam Veterans of America 
Chapter 

#385 
620 N. Broadway Medina   

7:00 PM - First Wednesday of each month        
(no meeting in July) 

http://www.veteranscrisisline.net/Resources/SpreadTheWord.aspx
http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/medina-county-veterans-id-card
http://www.dav.org/veterans/
https://www.facebook.com/AMVETSPost1990/
http://www.davmembersportal.org/chapters/oh/72/default.aspx
http://mcwomilitary.weebly.com/
http://mcwomilitary.weebly.com/
mailto:mcwomilitary@yahoo.com
http://www.rollingthunderohio8.org/
http://vfw9520.org/?9505aeb8
http://medinavfw.com/
http://www.vva.org/VVAChapter385.html


This newsletter is provided as a 

courtesy only. The Medina County 
Veterans Commission does not 
endorse the content of these 
newsletters or of other organi-
zations' policies or products.  
The information provided here is 
for your personal use only and is 

in some cases reprinted for the 
sole purpose of the Veterans of 
Medina County. 

Your Newest Edition of The  
Medina County Veterans Newsletter 

 
Would you rather receive this in you email in-box?  

Go to our website at: www.medinacountyveterans.org and register today! 

Medina County Veterans Service Office 
 Our Mission  

Our Pledge  

When you come into the 
County Veterans Service 
Office you will be assisted 
by one of our knowledge-
able associates. The peo-
ple that work in the Medi-
na County Veterans Ser-
vice Office have a com-
passionate understanding 
of the problems which 
confront veterans, wid-
ows, widowers, and their 
families.  

 
We provide two basic ser-
vices: 
1. Temporary emergency 

financial aid and assis-
tance to eligible veter-
ans and family mem-
bers who have demon-
strated a need as set 
fourth by the commis-

sion. 
2. Assist veterans, family 

members and survivors 
when applying to the 
U.S. Department of Vet-
erans Affairs (VA) for 
benefits. 

Our assistance includes but is 
not limited to: 
Financial Assistance: 
a. Rent and mortgage pay-

ments 
b. Utilities: Gas, Electric 

and Water 
c. Food and personal Hy-

giene items 
d. Medical 
e. Transportation to and 

from VA Medical Cen-
ters in Cleveland, Parma 
and Akron, Ohio 

f. Grave markers and flags 

Service Assistance: 
a. Preparations of forms and 

paperwork 
b. Documentation of claims 

and pertinent data 
c. Proper submission of 

claims to the U.S. Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs 
thru a service organization 

d. Submission for awards 
decorations and medals 

e. Notary Public & DD 214 
Certification 

f. Free Transportation     
Service 

g. Veterans I.D. Cards 
(county recorders office) 

 
Our services are FREE of 
charge! 

210 Northland Dr. 
Medina, Ohio 44256 

Medina County 
Veterans Service Office 

 

 

Your Address Could Be Here! 

Medina County 
Veterans Newsletter 

Contact the Medina County Veterans Service Office 
210 Northland Dr.  - Medina, Ohio 44256 

 
Call:  330.722.9368    Toll Free: 844.722.3800 x-9368 FAX: 330.722.9378 
E-mail: veterans@medinacountyveterans.org 
Office Hours: Monday - Wednesday - Thursday - Friday   8:00 AM - 4:00 
PM - Tuesday 10:00 - 4:00 (Closed Noon – 1:00 PM for Lunch) 

http://www.medinacountyveterans.org
http://www.medinacountyveteransserviceoffice.org
mailto:veterans@medinacountyveterans.org

