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A MESSAGE FROM THE HEALTH COMMISSIONER  
 
Dear Community Members:  
 
We are aware of the community concern with COVID-19 outbreaks in long-term care and assisted-
living settings in Medina County and elsewhere.  Before our first case in this county, the Health 
Department was sharing information and best practices with congregate living facilities.  Most of 
these locations have larger umbrella companies or have membership in associations that provide 
guidance, but it was important to us that local operators had the information they needed.  I can tell 
you that our nursing homes and assisted living facilities all took steps to protect their residents at a time prior to known 
community spread.  The move seemed harsh to residents and families alike, but it was done to protect them from future risk.  
 
We have found that staff and administrators have great concern for the wellbeing of their residents and all have taken this 
COVID situation very seriously.   Each facility with a case made immediate contact with public health at the first sign of a 
problem.   They have used recommendations and best practices provided by our department to help manage the outbreaks. 
These cases are deeply saddening and I want to assure the public that they were not due to negligence. The level of 
community spread of COVID-19 is still high and we now know that asymptomatic transmission is possible.   Given this fact, it is 
often impossible to trace the source of the exposure.  The best that can be done is to take all possible steps to limit spread.  
 
The Ohio Department of Health will be releasing by county the name of each facility and the number of cases associated with that 
facility. The reported numbers will include both residents and staff. The data will be posted on the Coronavirus.ohio.gov website 
and will be updated weekly on Wednesdays at 2 pm.  

 
What do we know? 
  

Medina County:  
116 confirmed and probable cases;  
37 hospitalizations; 9 deaths   
 
 0-19 years: 1; 0 hospitalized  
20-29 years: 11; 1 hospitalized  
30-39 years: 12; 1 hospitalized 
40-49 years: 26; 3 hospitalized  
50-59 years: 25; 6 hospitalized  
60-69 years: 19; 9 hospitalized; 1 death  
70-79 years: 10; 6 hospitalized; 1 death  
80+: 12; 11 hospitalized; 7 death  

State of Ohio:  
Confirmed and probable cases: 7,280 
Age range: <1-101 
Illness onset date range: 02/07/20 – 04/14/2020 
Sex: 52% females, 48% males 
Hospitalizations: 2,156 
ICU admissions: 654 
Deaths: 34 
Counties affected: 88 
 
 

 
What can you do?  
I know the weather is beginning to get a little nicer and we are all anxious to get back to our normal lives. As tempting as this 
may be, we cannot back down now. People are still getting sick and people are dying.  Please continue to stay proactive to 
protect others, including the vulnerable. Stay home, practice social distancing regularly and continue to wash your hands and 
sanitize your surroundings.  

 
Where can I find the latest information?  
Medinahealth.org or Coronavirus.ohio.gov have the latest real-time information. You can find health and safety messages and 
information you can use to protect the health of your household. A video on how to easily make a mask out of household 
items can be found at the Health Department website in the COVID update section. 
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