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Over the past several months the Me-
dina County Vietnam Veterans Me-
morial has gone through a major 
facelift. Everything except the center, 
three sided main stone was taken up 
and replaced. The main reason for the 
renovation was because the bricks on 
teh three rectangular flower beds 
were starting to fail over the past few 
years and were in need of repair.  

The aspects of the original Memorial 
were very much taken into considera-
tion when upgrading and replacing 
the aging bricks and stones. Also con-
crete was poured under the entire 
monument so that the paver bricks 
would drain properly and not settle 
with time. The only real additions or 
major changes were an upgraded 
lighting system which lights up the 
entire monument with softer lighting 
and six additional flag poles for the 
branch off service flags to be flown 
from.   

As with any major renovation project 
especially one that means so much to 
so many here in our community. 
There is bound to be differences and  
disagreements about the project. And 
there were many.  But at the end of 
the day the monument remains much 
as it did  before the project began but 
with better lighting upgraded brick 
work and a drainage system that will 
allow it to last well into the future. 
The only work that remains is to have 

a new sign put in on Northland Dr. 
so that people will see it from the 
street and the parking lot. Addi-
tionally a small informational sign 
will be added next year to educate 
visitors about the a Memorial and 
the  various aspects and what they 

mean. The informational sign will 
be able to be read from a wheel 
chair and handicap accessible.  

The Vietnam Veterans of America 
(VVA) Chapter #385 who has 
overseen the original construction 
and upkeep since the monument 
was built wanted to make sure it 
would last well into the future. In 
the end I think the VVA and all 
involved accomplished what they 
set out to do. Refurbish a Beautiful 
Memorial so that those that come 
hear long after they are gone will 
learn about the sacrifices made by 
those who gave their lives from 
our County during the Vietnam 
War. And honor the memory of 
those thirty-three men engraved on 
the center stone. 

Continued on page 6 

Join one today! 
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Our office can provide  
transportation for veterans 

to the following VA  
Healthcare facilities 

 
Wade Park Hospital 

Monday through Friday 
Parma CBOC 

Monday through Friday 
Akron CBOC 

Monday through Friday 
  

We ask that you make your ap-
pointments between the hours 

of 9:00 AM and NOON.  
 

(Tell them you are a van rider). 
 
 

VA Medical  

Centers  

Inpatient and Outpatient Care is 
Available at the  

Following Hospitals 
 

Wade Park Center 
10701 East Boulevard—

Cleveland, OH 44106 
Phone: (216) 791-3800 

Fax: (216) 421-3217 
For appointments or  

medication:  
(800) 379-8387 

 
Parma Community Based Clinic 

8787 Brookpark Rd. 
Parma, OH 44134 

Phone: (216) 739-7000 
 

Akron Community Based Clinic 
55 W. Waterloo 

Akron, OH 44319-1116 
Phone: (330) 724-7715 

 
EMERGENCY ROOM CARE IS 

AVAILABLE AT WADE PARK 24 
HOURS A DAY, SEVEN DAYS A 

WEEK. 
 

If you have an emergency you 
may want to consider going to 

the local hospital 

Veterans Day Concert 

Wednesday, November 13th, 2019 – 7:00 pm 

St. Francis Xavier Church , Medina, Ohio 

The Medina Community Band, under the baton of Marcus 
Neiman and Frank Cosenza will present their annual Veter-
ans Day Concert 

A community celebration – “Moved by Patriotism” at St. Fran-
cis Xavier Church, 606 East Washington 
Street, Medina.  

There is no admission charge for the pro-
gram and free parking is available. 

With more than 1.3+ million members, the                                      
Disabled American Veterans (DAV) 

is an organization made up of disabled veterans who are focused on building 
better lives for our disabled veterans and their families. Our organization ac-
complishes this goal by providing free assistance to veterans in obtaining bene-
fits and services earned through their military service. We are funded through 
our membership dues and through public contributions. The DAV is not a gov-
ernment agency and we receive no government funding. The DAV has a mis-
sion. That of helping eligible veterans receive all the benefits and services they 
have earned through their sacrifices for their country. Well over half of all veter-
ans eligible for DAV membership have already joined our ranks. When asked 
why they joined, our members overwhelmingly cite DAV service. Helping disa-
bled veterans and their families is what we do - all we do, and we do it the best, 
because our disabled veterans and their families deserve the best. If you would 
like to join us or just have further questions, please visit your 
local DAV Chapter and DAVA Unit as listed below: 

WILLIE MARCUM – CHAPTER 72 
Meets monthly the 2nd Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. 

Medina Veterans’ Memorial Hall—620 N. Broadway - Medina, OH 44256 
For more information on the DAV visit www.dav.org 

 

http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/Transportation
http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/Transportation
http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/Transportation
http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/Transportation
http://www.cleveland.va.gov/
http://www.cleveland.va.gov/locations/Parma.asp
http://www2.va.gov/directory/guide/facility.asp?ID=926
http://www.dav.org


Medina County Veterans  
Service Commission 

 

   Randall Schmidt; President 

 

   Joseph Destro; Vice President 

 

   Jack Forster; Commissioner 

 

   Jim Hoessle; Secretary 

 

   Phillip Grassa; Commissioner 

 
Office Staff 

 
Director / Service Officer 
Edward Zackery 
1SG, U.S. Army (retired) 
 
Office Manager / Veterans  
Benefits Consultant 
Jennafer Slonaker 
 
Out-Reach Specialist / Veterans  
Benefits Consultant 
Sue Boggs 
 
Administrative Assistant 
Fran Amsden 
 
Receptionist 
Allison Earle 
 

Contact Information 
 

Phone: (330) 722-9368 
Email:  
veterans@medinacountyveterans.org 
Website: 
www.medinacountyveterans.org 
Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/MedinaCou
ntyVeteransServiceOffice/ 
 
Address: 
210 Northland Dr 
Medina, Ohio 44256  
 
***Public Meetings: 2nd Thursday of  
every month at 4:00PM. 
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A Message From the  
County Veterans  

Service Officer 

Well Veterans Day is 
right around the corner. 
Which means the sum-
mer is behind us and 
its time to get ready for 

Fall and the upcoming holidays. 
The biggest news we have is cov-
ered on our cover page. The Vi-
etnam Memorial is 99.9% com-
plete. We will be having a small 
ceremony on Sunday, November 
10, 2019 at 3:00PM in honor of 
Veterans Day. 
Refreshments 
to follow within 
our office. The 
VVA will surely 
be having a 
rededication 
ceremony next 
year on Memo-
rial Day as the 
Memorial com-
memorates its 
30th year. I am 
glad to see this 
project come to 
a close and am 
proud to have 
such a beautiful Memorial right 
outside our office. I often spend 
time outside during my lunch and 
stop up periodically while our office 
is closed, just to spend time at the 
Memorial. Not being a Vietnam 
Veteran the Memorial to me still  
has an impact on me that is diffi-

cult to explain. We will be assum-
ing the maintenance and up keep 
of the Memorial from now on and 
we are proud to take on that re-
sponsibility. We have sent out and 
RFP and are currently excepting 
bids.  

We have been extremely busy 
here at the Median County Veter-
ans Service Office. We have seen 
more than 2,300 clients this year 
alone. We have filed almost 500 
different applications to the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs and 
provided financial assistance to 
more than 300 Veterans and their 
families. That along with more than 
800 rides to VA Medical Centers 
has kept us very busy. But we are 
not stopping there. Last year we 
were able to start a program where 
Veterans ride the Medina County 
Public Transit (MCPT) within Medi-
na County for free. This program 
has been a he success and we are 
proud to be able to continue this 
into the future. We have been in 
discussions with to start a dental 
program for those Veterans eligi-
ble for financial assistance by part-
nering with the Medina County 
Health Departments dental Clinic. 
We are hoping to be able to start it 
by the end of this year and contin-
ue the trial period into 2020. De-
tails are still being worked out.   

I want to thank everyone that 
came out to “Veterans Day at the 
Medina County Fair” Island Troy 
provided the entertainment and we 
had several Veterans Organiza-
tions as well as service from the 
VA attend. It was a great event 
and seems to only be getting bet-
ter each year. Suggestions are 
always welcome.  

Have a great Veterans Day and a 
wonderful              
Holiday Season.  

Veterans Service    
Officer 

Medina County, Ohio 

mailto:veterans@medinacountyveterans.org
http://www.medinacountyveterans.org
https://www.facebook.com/MedinaCountyVeteransServiceOffice/C:/Users/EdwardZackery/Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates
https://www.facebook.com/MedinaCountyVeteransServiceOffice/C:/Users/EdwardZackery/Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates
https://www.google.com/maps/place/210+Northland+Dr,+Medina,+OH+44256/@41.1517988,-81.8685782,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x8830b7ffd43d8561:0xc053f9cbab9312f8!8m2!3d41.1517988!4d-81.8663895
https://www.google.com/maps/place/210+Northland+Dr,+Medina,+OH+44256/@41.1517988,-81.8685782,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x8830b7ffd43d8561:0xc053f9cbab9312f8!8m2!3d41.1517988!4d-81.8663895
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Congressional Representatives 
  

Congressman Anthony  
Gonzales (R),  
16 District 
Strongsville Office 
13477 Prospect Rd. 
Strongsville, OH 44149 
(440) 783-3695 
***Canton Office 
4150 Beldon Village St. 
Suite 607 
Canton, OH 44718 
(330) 599-7037 
Washington, DC Office 
1023 Longworth HOB 
Washington, DC 20515 
(202) 225-3876 
https://anthonygonzalez.house.gov/ 
 

Congressman Bob Gibbs (R) 
District: 7 
Ashland Office 
110 Cottage Street  
Ashland, Ohio 44805  
Phone: (419) 207-0650  
Fax: (419) 207-0655  
Washington, DC Office  
329 Cannon House Office Building  
Washington, DC 20515  
Phone: (202) 225-6265  
Fax: (202) 225-3394  
http://gibbs.house.gov/about-me 
 
Senator Sherrod Brown (D) 
Cleveland, Office 
1301 East Ninth St.,  
Suite 1710 
Cleveland, Ohio 44114 
p (216) 522-7272 
f (216) 522-2239 
Toll Free 1-888-896-6446 
Washington, DC Office 
713 Hart Senate 
Office Bldg. 
Washington, DC 20510 
p (202) 224-2315 
f (202) 228-6321 
www.brown.senate.gov/contact/ 
 
Senator Rob Portman (R) 
Cleveland, Office 
1240 East 9th Street 
Room 3061 
Cleveland, OH 44199 
Phone: 216-522-7095  
Washington, DC Office 
B40D Dirksen Senate Office Build-
ing 
Washington, DC 20510 
Phone: 202-224-3353  
https://www.portman.senate.gov/p
ublic/index.cfm/home 

 St.  Colette — Aging Panel Discussion  
Caring for Aging Parents and Loved Ones  

Join us at St. Colette Church at 330 W. 130th Street, Brunswick, 44212 
for this FREE educational workshop. An expert panel has been assem-
bled to answer your questions in an informal setting.  
Refreshments will be provided.  

Wednesday November 6th, 2019 / Panel Discussion 
6:30-8:00 p.m.  

❖ Where do I go for help?  
❖ How do I ask the hard questions?  
❖ How do I assist them in getting their affairs in order?  
❖ How to report suspected elder abuse or neglect?  
❖ My spouse is a veteran, is there help for them?  
❖ What do I need to know about Medicare?  
❖ How often should I do a Medicare review & why?  
❖ I prefer to age in place at home, what do I need to do?  
❖ What can Home Care do for our loved ones?  
❖ Explain home hospice or palliative care?  
❖ How do we address safe driving issues?  
❖ What support is available for me?  

Please RSVP by October 28th to St. Colette parish office at 
330.273.5500                    Panel Team  
Adult Protective Services – Medina County  

Sharon Holmes, Supervisor/Mgr  

232 Northland Dr.  
Medina, OH 44256  
330.661.0800  
Email: sharon.holmes@jfs.ohio.gov  
Website: www.mcjfs.us  
Griswold Home Care  

Renato Maiorana, Director  

1002 Pearl Road  
Brunswick, OH 44212  
330.220.9700  
Email: renato@ghcmedina.com  
Website: www.griswoldhomecare.com  
GTB Medical  

Lori Betz, Owner  

366 Pearl Road  
Brunswick, OH 44212  
330.225.2551  
Email: lorigtbmedical@aol.com  
Website: www.gtbmedical.net  
Marie Mirro Edmonds Co.  

Marie Edmonds  
Elder Law & Estate Planning  
807 E. Washington St., Suite 200  
Medina, OH 44256  
330.725.5297  
Email: marie@marieedmonds.com  
Website: www.marieedmonds.com  
Medina County Office for Older Adults  

Laura Toth, Director  

 

Sean Parker, Program Mgr.  

246 Northland Drive  
Medina, OH 44256  
330.723.9518  
Email: lltoth@medinaco.org  
Website: www.mcooa.org  
Medina County Veterans’ Service Office  

Edward Zackery, U.S. Army (retired)  

Director/Service Officer  

Jenna Slonaker, Outreach Specialist  

210 Northland  
Medina, OH 44256  
330.722.9368  
Email: ezackery@medinacountyveterans.org  
Website: 
www.medinacountyveteransserviceoffice.org  
Hospice of Western Reserve  

Catherine Rohr, Relations Mgr  

5075 Windfall Rd  
Medina, OH 44256  
800.707.8922  
Website: hospicewr.org  
Cornerstone Psychological and Counseling Ser-
vices, Inc.  

Cindy McQuown, Mediation Counselor  
4018 Medina Rd  

Medina, OH 44256  
330.722.4166  
Medicare Questions Answered  

Jim Aust  
440.223.9679  
Email: jimaust1237@gmail.com  

https://anthonygonzalez.house.gov/
http://gibbs.house.gov/about-me
http://www.brown.senate.gov/contact/
https://www.portman.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/homeC:/Users/EdwardZackery/Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates
https://www.portman.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/homeC:/Users/EdwardZackery/Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates
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Challenge Coin 
Funds go towards the  

Medina County      
Veterans Memorial 

Fund 501c3 
Helping Veterans and 

their families in       
Medina County 

Access all your VA Benefits in one spot 
www.va.gov 

http://www.va.gov/homeless/nationalcallcenter.asp
http://www.suicidepreventionlifeline.org/
https://www.vfw.org/
http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/Medals-Military-Records
https://www.va.gov/
https://www.va.gov/
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How to Contact Your  

Ohio State Government  

Representatives 2019  

 

Stephen D. Hambley (R)  

Ohio House of Representatives  

Republican - District -069 77 S. 
High St. 14th Floor Columbus, OH 
43215-6111  

Phone: 614-466-8140 Fax: 614-
719-3969  

Email: district69@ohr.state.oh.us  

http://www.ohiohouse.gov/stephen-
d-hambley/contact  

 

Darrell Kick (R)  

Ohio House of Representatives  

Republican - District -70 77 S. High 
St. 11th Floor Columbus, OH 
43215-6111  

Phone: 614-466-2994 Fax: 614-
719-6997  

Email: district70@ohr.state.oh.us  

 

Larry Obhof (R)  

Ohio Senate  

Republican - District -022 Senate 
Building Columbus, OH 43215  

Phone: 614-466-7505  

Email: SD22@senate.state.oh.us  

614-644-0898   main number 

877-644-6838   benefits info 

contact@medinavethall.com. 

A brief ceremony is planned for 
Sunday, November 10, 2019 at 
3:00PM in commemoration of 
Veterans Day and to raise the  
flags on the new flag poles. Re-
freshments immediately following 
at the Veterans Service Office. 

Part 
of the renovation included re-
placement of engraved pavers. 
The old pavers can be picked up 
by those who sponsored them at 
the Medina County Veterans 
Memorial Hall on 620 N. 
Broadway St., Medina, by leav-
ing a message at 330-441-0486 
or emailing  

About the Memorial: 

THE VIETNAM VETERANS' MEMO-
RIAL OF MEDINA COUNTY AN EX-
PLANATION OF ITS ASPECTS The 
Memorial that was designed incorporates 
the number three, and combinations of 
that number, whenever possible, to honor 
the thirty-three men who lost their lives in 
the Republic of South Vietnam and sur-
rounding areas. 

The Memorial has:  a three sided main 
stone (33”x33”x33”x72”)  a three sided 
base stone (45”x45”x45”x12”)  a six sid-
ed foundation stone 
(48”x48”x48”x48”x48”x48”x18”)  three benches  three bronze marker/U.S. flag 
groupings  three sets of evergreens (each33"tall) 

All of the stone used on the Memorial and surrounding benches and markers is a 
black granite called "Midnight Haze”. It was quarried and carved in the United 
States. Black was chosen so that it echoed the National Vietnam Veterans' Memorial 
in Washington, D.C. 

We wanted the people who visit the Memorial to be surrounded by the honored dead. 
To this end, each of the three benches would allow a person sitting on it to have a 
group of veterans remembered three times to their front and three times to their rear. 
To the front, a veteran will be remembered on the "honor roll", the county map and 
on the foundation. To the rear a veteran will be remembered by a bronze marker, a 
U.S. Flag and an evergreen bush. 

The memorial has no front or back, so that no veteran or group of veterans would be 
slighted. We have even provided a side of the monument that will recognize all of the 
branches of United States military. 

Be assured that we have done the best we could to properly honor our fallen friends 
and neighbors. We hope that our love for our departed comrades-in-arms will be re-
flected in this Memorial. 

There are thirty-three names on the Memorial:  

The Memorial is located at: 210Northland Dr. Medina, Ohio 

Continued from front cover page 

mailto:contact@medinavethall.com
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Medina County  
Veterans Coalition 

Our next meeting will be September 14th American Legion Post #234 
9:00am; at VFW in   Brunswick 

 

Here is the list for the Veteran Coalition Meetings to include date, time, 
place and sponsorship.   

• November 9th DAV Chapter #72 at 9 am; in the Medina Veterans Hall 

SAVE THE DATES! 

Date   Location   Host   
January 11, 2020 Medina Veterans Hall  American Legion #202  
March 14, 2020 TBD    TBD 
May 9, 2020  Medina veterans Hall  Rolling Thunder 
July 11, 2020  Lodi American Legion      American Legion #523 
September 12, 2020 Medina Veterans Hall  American Legion #202 
November 14, 2020 TBD    TBD 
 

I invite all veterans and others who support veterans. Please help us with your input on the issues 
concerning all of our veteran organizations in Medina County.  

In order to be a viable unit, we need people  from all of the organizations to participate by providing 
support and information. 

 

SAVE THE DATE! 

Medina County Veterans Banquet 
April 18, 2020 

 

 

Medina Legion Post 202 to Offer Free - First Year Memberships 
 

In honor of Medina’s American Legion Post 202’s 100th anniversary in 2019, Medina resi-
dents who served on active duty from August 2, 1990 to the present will be given a free 
first year of membership in the American Legion national  organization and Medina’s Post 
202.  
 
The post simply asks that the veteran attend a meeting to get to know the post 
and then come back for a second meeting with their DD-214, and they will be 
signed up at no charge. 
 
Medina’s American Legion Post 202 meets the fourth Monday of each month at 
the Medina County Veterans Memorial Hall, 620 N. Broadway in Medina. 
Anyone with questions can contact Legion Post 202 Commander, Dave Taylor 
at 330-321-3370 or dave.taylor@zoominternet.net . 

mailto:dave.taylor@zoominternet.net%20.
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all qualify for the same benefits 

and services, therefore they re-

quire individualized outreach 

strategies. 

Moving forward, VA’s report 

will include a separate section 

focusing on never federally ac-

tivated former Guard and Re-

serve members, while the De-

partment of Defense will pub-

lish a separate report focusing 

on servicemember suicides. 

The most recent data, from 

2017, has allowed VA to better 

understand and address current 

trends in Veteran suicide, as 

well as evaluate ongoing sui-

cide prevention programs. Key 

VA initiatives described in the 

report reflect the department’s 

efforts to prevent Veteran sui-

cide through targeted strategies 

that reach all Veterans. 
VA’s public-health approach 
to suicide prevention focuses on 
equipping communities to help 
Veterans get the right care, 
whenever and wherever they 

need it. That approach is the 
foundation for the President’s 
Roadmap to Empower Veterans 
and End a National Tragedy 
of Suicide (PREVENTS) exec-
utive order, which aims to bring 
together stakeholders across all 
levels of government and in the 
private sector to work side by 
side to ensure that our Veterans 
are able to seek and receive the 
care, support and services they 
deserve. 

“VA is working to prevent sui-

cide among all Veterans, 

whether they are enrolled in VA 

health care or not,” said VA 

Secretary Robert Wilkie. 

“That’s why the department has 

adopted a comprehensive public 

health approach to suicide pre-

vention, using bundled strate-

gies that cut across various sec-

tors — faith communities, em-

ployers, schools and health care 

organizations, for example — 

to reach Veterans where they 

live and thrive.” 

VA was one of the first institu-

tions in the United States to im-

WASHINGTON — Today, 

the U.S. Department of Veter-

ans Affairs (VA) released its 

2019 National Veteran Sui-

cide Prevention Report. It in-

cludes findings from its most 

recent analysis of Veteran sui-

cide data from 2005 to 2017. 

The 2019 National Veteran 

Suicide Prevention Annual 

Report highlights suicide as a 

national problem, and urges 

all Americans to come togeth-

er to address the larger social 

issues that contribute to the 

increased rates of suicide in 

the U.S. 

One key change from this 

year’s report is that it does not 

group together Veterans eligi-

ble for VA services with ser-

vicemembers and former Na-

tional Guard and Reserve 

members who were never fed-

erally activated. This change 

was necessary because these 

groups are unique and do not 

VA Releases 2019 National Veteran Suicide Prevention Report 
September 20, 2019 

https://www.mentalhealth.va.gov/suicide_prevention/docs/VA_Suicide_Prevention_Program_Fact_Sheet_508.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/executive-order-national-roadmap-empower-veterans-end-suicide/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/executive-order-national-roadmap-empower-veterans-end-suicide/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/executive-order-national-roadmap-empower-veterans-end-suicide/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/executive-order-national-roadmap-empower-veterans-end-suicide/


Medina County Veterans Newsletter  Page 9  

of male Veteran suicide 

deaths and 43.2 percent of 

female Veteran suicide 

deaths in 2017. 

• In addition to the aforemen-

tioned Veteran suicides, 

there were 919 suicides 

among never federally acti-

vated former National 

Guard and Reserve mem-

bers in 2017, an average of 

2.5 suicide deaths per day. 

  

Suicide is heartbreaking, and 

our nation understandably 

grieves with each one. Howev-

er, suicide is preventable, and 

we all have a role to play in 

saving lives. The 2019 National 

Veteran Suicide Prevention An-

nual Report emphasizes that 

suicide can be prevented 

through meaningful connection, 

one person at a time. 
The full report and the accom-
panying state data sheets are 
available at 
https://www.mentalhealth.va.go
v/suicide_prevention/Suicide-

Prevention-Data.asp. 
If you or someone you know is 
having thoughts of suicide, con-
tact the Veterans Crisis Line to 
receive free, confidential sup-
port and crisis intervention 
available 24 hours a day, 7 
days a week, 365 days a year. 
Call 1-800-273-8255 and Press 
1, text to 838255, or chat online 
at VeteransCrisisLine.net/Chat. 
Reporters covering this issue 
can download VA’s Safe Mes-
saging Best Practices fact sheet 
or visit 
www.ReportingOnSuicide.org 
for important guidance on how 
to communicate about suicide. 

plement comprehensive sui-

cide risk surveillance, which 

involves collecting and inter-

preting suicide-related data. 

“Data is an integral part of 

our public health approach to 

suicide prevention,” said 

Wilkie. “The latest data offers 

insights that will help us build 

networks of support and re-

search-backed suicide preven-

tion initiatives to reach all 

Veterans, even those who do 

not and may never come to us 

for care.” 

The report yields several in-

sights pertinent to ongoing 

suicide prevention efforts: 

  

• From 2005 to 2017, sui-

cides among all U.S. 

adults increased by 43.6 

percent, while suicides 

among Veterans increased 

by 6.1 percent. 

• America’s non-Veteran 

population is increasing 

while its Veteran popula-

tion is decreasing over 

time. 

• The number of Veteran 

suicides exceeded 6,000 

each year from 2008 to 

2017. 

• In 2017, the suicide rate 

for Veterans was 1.5 

times the rate for non-

Veteran adults, after ad-

justing for population dif-

ferences in age and sex. 

• Firearms were the method 

of suicide in 70.7 percent 

https://www.mentalhealth.va.gov/suicide_prevention/Suicide-Prevention-Data.asp
https://www.mentalhealth.va.gov/suicide_prevention/Suicide-Prevention-Data.asp
https://www.mentalhealth.va.gov/suicide_prevention/Suicide-Prevention-Data.asp
http://veteranscrisisline.net/Chat
https://www.mentalhealth.va.gov/suicide_prevention/docs/OMH-086-VA-OMHSP-Safe-Messaging-Factsheet-4-9-2019.pdf
https://www.mentalhealth.va.gov/suicide_prevention/docs/OMH-086-VA-OMHSP-Safe-Messaging-Factsheet-4-9-2019.pdf
http://www.reportingonsuicide.org/
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try, particularly in battle or 
from wounds they suffered in 
battle. Veterans Day honors all 
of those who have served the 
country in war or peace — dead 
or alive — although it’s largely 
intended to thank living veter-
ans for their sacrifices. 

It was originally called Armi-
stice Day, commemorating the 
end of World War I. 

World War I officially ended 
when the Treaty of Versailles 
was signed on June 28, 1919. 
However, the fighting ended 
about seven months before that 
when the Allies and Germany 
put into effect an armistice on 
the eleventh hour of the elev-
enth day of the eleventh month. 
For that reason, Nov. 11, 1918, 
was largely considered the end 
of “the war to end all wars” and 
dubbed Armistice Day. In 1926, 
Congress officially recognized 
it as the end of the war, and in 
1938, it became an official holi-
day, primarily a day set aside to 
honor veterans of World War I. 

But then World War II and the 
Korean War happened, so on 
June 1, 1954, at the urging of 
veterans service organizations, 
Congress amended the com-
memoration yet again by chang-
ing the word “armistice” to 

“veterans” so the day would 
honor American veterans of all 
wars.  For a while, Veterans 
Day’s date was changed, too, 
and it confused everybody. 

Congress signed the Uniform 
Holiday Bill in 1968 to ensure 
that a few federal holidays — 
Veterans Day included — 
would be celebrated on a Mon-
day. Officials hoped it would 
spur travel and other family ac-
tivities over a long weekend, 
which would stimulate the 
economy. 

For some inexplicable reason, 
the bill set Veterans Day com-
memorations for the fourth 
Monday of every October. 

On Oct. 25, 1971, the first Vet-
erans Day under this new bill 
was held. We’re not sure why it 
took three years to implement, 
but not surprisingly, there was a 
lot of confusion about the 
change, and many states were 
unhappy, choosing to continue 
to recognize the day as they 
previously had — in November. 

Within a few years, it became 
pretty apparent that most U.S. 
citizens wanted to celebrate 
Veterans Day on Nov. 11, since 
it was a matter of historic and 

Veterans Day is a well-known 
American holiday, but there 
are also a few misconceptions 
about it — like how it’s 
spelled or whom exactly it 
celebrates. To clear some of 
that up, here are the important 
facts you should know.  

Veterans Day does NOT 
have an apostrophe. 

A lot of people think it’s 
“Veteran’s Day” or 
“Veterans’ Day,” but they’re 
wrong. The holiday is not a 
day that “belongs” to one vet-
eran or multiple veterans, 
which is what an apostrophe 
implies. It’s a day for honor-
ing all veterans — so no apos-
trophe needed. 

Veterans Day is NOT the 
Same as Memorial Day. 

A lot of Americans get this 
confused, and we’ll be honest 
— it can be a little annoying 
to all of the living veterans 
out there. Memorial Day is a 
time to remember those who 
gave their lives for our coun-

5 Facts to Know About Veterans Day 
Copied from Defense.gov Nov. 5, 2018 | BY Katie Lange 



Appointments will be available on  
Mondays & Wednesdays at the Professional Building 
on 120 W. Washington St, Room 3-C on the third floor. 
To schedule an appointment call  (440) 845-5023. 
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celebrate their veterans on Nov. 
11. The name of the day and the 
types of commemorations dif-
fer, however. 

Canada and Australia both call 
Nov. 11 “Remembrance Day.” 
Canada’s observance is pretty 
similar to our own, except many 
of its citizens wear red poppy 
flowers to honor their war dead. 
In Australia, the day is more 
akin to our Memorial Day. 

Great Britain calls it 
“Remembrance Day,” too, but 
observes it on the Sunday clos-
est to Nov. 11 with parades, ser-
vices and two minutes of si-
lence in London to honor those 
who lost their lives in war. 

patriotic significance. So on 
Sept. 20, 1975, President Ger-
ald Ford signed another law 
(Public Law 94-97), which 
returned the annual ob-
servance to its original date 
starting in 1978. 

Other countries celebrate it, 
too, in their own ways. 

World War I was a multina-
tional effort, so it makes sense 
that our allies also wanted to 

Employment  Re-

source Center; 

For job posting 

and employment 

resources go to our 

webpage at 

http://www.medinacounty
veterans.org/info/category-
3BD68C39-16A0-4E16-

8D92-
738A1C9AC11A.aspx 

The enemy in front of you may just be a vision,  possibly the enemy is 
within. 

Author Unknown 
 Get free mental health care for a year after separation—no matter 

http://www.va.gov/directory/guide/facility.asp?ID=5447
http://www.va.gov/directory/guide/facility.asp?ID=5447
http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/category-3BD68C39-16A0-4E16-8D92-738A1C9AC11A.aspx
http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/category-3BD68C39-16A0-4E16-8D92-738A1C9AC11A.aspx
http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/category-3BD68C39-16A0-4E16-8D92-738A1C9AC11A.aspx
http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/category-3BD68C39-16A0-4E16-8D92-738A1C9AC11A.aspx
http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/category-3BD68C39-16A0-4E16-8D92-738A1C9AC11A.aspx
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We would like to hear your story! 
      Are you a Veteran with a story to tell?  
      All Veterans have a story, whether you              
      served in peacetime, war time onboard a          
      ship or as a cook at Fort Polk Louisiana. You   
      have a story. And we need to get it out so that 

people understand what it takes to defend a Nation! 
Contact us to be interviewed on “Salute to Service” it only takes about 60 
minutes of your time. Tapings are professionally rec-
orded by Brunswick Area Television (BAT) and broad-
cast on the e local County Networks. A free copy is 
provided.  
Contact us to schedule an interview at (330) 722-9368 
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government forms. Never 
pay for your records; all in-
formation is free through 
your local VA. 

3. Investment/Pension Scam: 
Unscrupulous investment 
advisers claim the veteran 
may be able to claim addi-
tional government benefits 
by overhauling their invest-
ment holdings. Get credible 
information on how to qual-
ify for veterans benefits by 
contacting your state veter-
ans’ affairs agency. Visit 
www.nasdva.us and click 
on “Links.” 

4. Veterans Choice Program 
(VCP) Scam: Scammers 
have set up a phone number 
nearly identical to the num-
ber veterans dial to find out 
if they are eligible to use 
approved health care pro-
viders outside 
of the VA sys-
tem. Vets call 
the fake num-
ber, and a mes-
sage prompts 
them to leave 
their credit card 
information in return for a 
rebate. They debit your ac-
count, and the vet gets noth-
ing in return. Make sure to 
dial the correct number for 
the VCP: 1-866-606-8198. 

Benefits Fraud 

This type of fraud occurs when 
a scammer attempts to manipu-
late or gain access to a veter-
an’s government benefits. 

1. Benefits Buyout Scam: 
Scammers offer an upfront 
payment of cash in ex-
change for a veteran’s fu-
ture disability or pension 
payments. These buyouts 
are typically a fraction of 
the value of the benefit. 

2. Charging for Records: A 
scammer attempts to 
charge for access to a vet-
eran’s military records or 

Need Help Filing for Your VA Benefits? Contact Your County Veterans Service Office. 

When you come into the County Veterans Services Office you will be referred to a ser-
vice officer for assistance. The County Veterans Service Officer has a compassionate 
understanding of the problems, which confront veterans, widows, widowers, and chil-
dren. The County Veterans Service Officer will apply specialized 
knowledge in the best way suited to the needs of every individual veteran or 
other beneficiary who comes to the office for assistance.                                    

Contact the Medina County Veterans Service Office at: (330) 722-9368 

Benefits Fraud 
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 Medina County Veterans can ride-
Medina County Public Transit buses 

for FREE! 

Starting July 1, 2018 Veterans with a 
Medina County Veterans Identification 
Card can ride the Medina County Pub-
lic Transit free of charge anywhere 
within Medina County. 

The veter-
an must 
present the 
Medina 
County 
Veterans 

ID Card to the driver in order to ride 
free. 

NO OTHER IDENTIFACATION 
WILL BE ACCEPTED FOR A 

FREE RIDE. 

Medina County Transit will not 
transport out of Medina County. This 
benefit does not apply to any other 
transportation available in Medina 
County. The Medina County Veterans 
ID Card are available from the Medina 
County Recorders Office, located in the 
Medina County Administration Build-
ing, 144 N. Broadway St., Medina, OH. 

You must be eligible for a Medina 
County Veterans Identification Card.  

The following is needed in order to 
obtain the Medina County Veterans ID 
Card: 

• Original or certified copy of 
DD214 or discharge to be recorded 

• Driver’s license or State ID Card 

• Contact the Medina County Veter-
ans Service Office (330)722-9368 
or the Medina County Recorder’s 
Office (330)725-9782 with any 
questions concerning the ID card. 

 

Visit Medina County Transit website 
for bus schedule at 
http://www.medinaco.org/transit/         
or call to schedule a pick up (330)723-
9670. 

 

Y 
o 
u 
r 
 

B 
e 
n 
e 
f 
i 
t 
s 

State benefits are provided by the State of Ohio 
and are available to ail Veterans that are state 

residents. 

Federal benefits come from the Federal Govern-
ment and apply equally to all Veterans across the 

country. 

Our office is trained to assist you in applying for and pursuing any benefit from Medina County, the State of Ohio or the Federal Government. 

DISABLED VETERANS EXPAND-
ED HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION  

 
The Homestead Exemption for Disa-
bled Veterans provides a reduction in 
property taxes to qualified disabled 
veterans, or to a surviving spouse of 
that veteran. The exemption is eligible 
on the dwelling and one acre of land 
that is the applicant’s principal place of 
residence. This reduction allows 
$50,000 of the market value of the 
property to be exempted from taxes, 
which will show as a credit on property 
tax bills. 2018 Qualification Require-
ments: 

1. Have been discharged or released 
from active duty under honorable con-
ditions. 

2. Be determined to have a total ser-
vice-related disability or be receiving 
compensation for a service-related disa-
bility at a level of 100% following a 
determination of individual unemploya-
bility by the Department of Veteran’s 
Affairs or its predecessor or successor 
or be a surviving spouse. 

3. Own and have occu-
pied your home as 
your principal place of 
residence on January 1 
of the year in which 
you file the applica-
tion. A person only 
has one principal place 
of residence. Your principal place of 
residence determines, among other 
things, where you are registered to vote 
and where you declare residence for 
income tax purposes. How do I apply 
for the Disabled Veterans Expanded 
Homestead Exemption? Complete the 
application form (DTE 105I, Home-
stead Exemption Application Form for 
Disabled Veterans and Surviving 
Spouses), then file it with Auditor Ko-
vack’s Office. The form is available on 
the Medina County Auditor’s website 
and at our office 144 N. Broadway, 
Medina in room 301.   Your application 
is due by December 31 of the filing 
year.  

Pre-Need Burial Eligibility 

Determination 

The (VA) implemented the pre-need 
burial eligibility determination program 
to assist anyone who would like to 
know if they are eligible for burial in a 
VA national cemetery. VA is promot-
ing pre-need eligibility determinations 
to encourage Veterans and their eligible 
family members to plan in advance to 
use VA burial benefits that Veterans 
have earned through their military ser-
vice. Planning in advance for a Veter-
an's or loved-one's final resting place 
can eliminate unnecessary delays and 
reduce stress on a family at a difficult 
time. Veteran families will have in-
creased confidence that their loved ones 
are eligible for burial in a VA national 
cemetery at their time of need. 

Upon request VA will make eligibility 
determinations for burial in a VA na-
tional cemetery in advance of need. 
Eligible individuals are entitled to buri-
al in any open VA national cemetery 
which includes opening/closing of the 
grave, a government-furnished grave 
liner, perpetual care of the gravesite, 
and a government-furnished upright 
headstone or flat marker or niche cover 
all at no cost to the family. Veterans are 
also eligible for a burial flag and Presi-
dential Memorial Certificate. 

Burial in a VA national cemetery is 
open to all members of the armed forc-
es and Veterans who have met mini-
mum active duty service requirements, 
as applicable by law and were dis-
charged under conditions other than 
dishonorable. Members of the reserve 
components of the armed forces who 
die while on active duty under certain 
circumstances or who die while on 
training duty are also eligible for burial, 
as are service members and former ser-
vice members who were eligible for 
retired pay at the time of their death. 
Spouses, minor children and, under 
certain conditions, dependent unmar-
ried adult children are also eligible for 
burial even if they predecease the Vet-
eran. 

County benefits throughout Ohio are benefits 
provided by the county in which you reside. They 

are provided by the County and are specific to 
those Veterans living within it.  

They are not the same from county to county. 
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http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/transportation
http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/transportation
http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/transportation
http://www.medinaco.org/transit/
http://www.medinacountyveteransserviceoffice.org/
http://dvs.ohio.gov/main/benefits.html
http://dvs.ohio.gov/main/benefits.html
https://www.cem.va.gov/pre-need/
https://www.cem.va.gov/pre-need/
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Medina County Veterans Organizations Meeting Times and Places 

Nov 3—Daylight Savings Time Ends 

Nov 5—Election Day 

Nov 10—USMC, 244th Birthday 

Nov 11—Veterans Day 

Nov 13—Medina City, Veterans Day at Saint 
Francis Xavier Church 7:00 pm 

Nov 13—US Navy, 244rd Birthday 

Nov 14—Veterans Service Commission Meeting 

Nov 28—Thanksgiving Day 

 

Veterans Service Office Closed on: 

Nov 11, Veterans Day  (Monday) 

Nov 28-29 Thanksgiving Day 

Dec 7—Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day (1941) 

Dc 12—Veterans Service Commission Meeting 

Dec 15—Bill of Rights Day 

Dec 16—Battle of the Bulge 

Dec 20—Invasion of Panama: "Operation Just 
Cause (1989)  

Dec 25 Christmas Day 

Dec 31—New Years Eve 

 

Veterans Service Office Closed on: 

Dec 24. at 1:00pm 

Dec 25— Christmas Eve & Christmas Day 

Dec 31, at 1:00pm 

Jan 1—New Years Day 

Jan 6, Monday—Veterans Service Com-
mission Meeting 

Jan 20—Martin Luther King Day 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Veterans Service Office Closed on: 

Jan 1, New Years Day 

Jan 20, Martin Luther King Day 

NOVEMBER DECEMBER JANRUARY 

Dates to Remember 

*** If the information above is not correct please contact our office so that we may update it.  

This program is designed to educate disabled veterans and their fami-
lies on specific veterans' benefits and services. This outreach program 
generates considerable claims work on behalf of veterans and their 
families. NSOs, often aided by Department and Chapter Service Offic-
ers, travel to communities across the country to counsel and assist vet-
erans with development of evidence, completion of required applica-
tions and prosecution of claims for veterans benefits administered under 
federal, state and local laws.  

Organization Post # Address City Phone Meeting Times 

American Legion Post #234 FOP 716 West 130th St,  Brunswick  (330) 618-1701 11:00 AM - First Thursday of each month 

American Legion Post #523 120 Bank St Lodi  (330) 948-1523 6:00 PM - Second Thursday of each month 

American Legion Post #202 620 N. Broadway St Medina   (330) 416-0792 7:00 PM - Fourth Monday of each month 

American Legion Post #170 129 Main St Wadsworth (330) 334-1119 7:00 PM - Second Monday of each month 

AMVETS Post #1990 620 N. Broadway St Medina   7:00 PM - First Monday of each month 

Blue Star Mothers of Medina  

County  
  1439 S. Carpenter Rd Brunswick  6:30 PM - Third Tuesday of each month 

Disabled American Veterans Chapter #72 620 N. Broadway St Medina   7:00 PM - Second Tuesday of each month 

MARINE Corps League DET #569 3916 Pearl Rd Medina  7:00 PM - Third Tuesday of each month 

Medina County Veterans  

Coalition 
County Wide Various Posts   

9:00 AM - Second Saturday every third 
month.  

Medina County Women of the  

Military 
  PO Box 1812,  Medina  mcwomilitary@yahoo.com  

Rolling Thunder Chapter #8 3916 Pearl Rd. Medina  2-4:00 PM - Second Sunday of each month 

Veterans of Foreign Wars  Post #9520 1439 S. Carpenter Rd Brunswick (330) 273-4892 7:00 PM - Second Monday of each month 

Veterans of Foreign Wars  Post #5137 3916 Pearl Rd Medina (330) 725-0884 7:00 PM - First Tuesday of each month 

Veterans of Foreign Wars  Post #8753 39 F Main St. Seville  8:30 PM - Third Thursday of each month 

Veterans of Foreign Wars  Post #5563 6731 Center Rd. Valley City (330) 483-3792 7:00 PM - Second Monday of each month 

Veterans of Foreign Wars  Post #1089 121 Main St Wadsworth (330) 336-5008 8:00 PM - Third Tuesday of each month 

Vietnam Veterans of America 
Chapter 

#385 
620 N. Broadway Medina   

7:00 PM - First Wednesday of each month        
(no meeting in July) 

http://www.veteranscrisisline.net/Resources/SpreadTheWord.aspx
http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/medina-county-veterans-id-card
http://www.dav.org/veterans/
https://www.facebook.com/AMVETSPost1990/
http://www.davmembersportal.org/chapters/oh/72/default.aspx
http://mcwomilitary.weebly.com/
http://mcwomilitary.weebly.com/
mailto:mcwomilitary@yahoo.com
http://www.rollingthunderohio8.org/
http://vfw9520.org/?9505aeb8
http://medinavfw.com/
http://www.vva.org/VVAChapter385.html


This newsletter is provided as a 

courtesy only. The Medina County 

Veterans Commission does not 

endorse the content of these 

newsletters or of other organi-

zations' policies or products.  

The information provided here is 

for your personal use only and is 

in some cases reprinted for the 

sole purpose of the Veterans of 

Medina County. 

Your Newest Edition of The  
Medina County Veterans Newsletter 

 
Would you rather receive this in you email in-box?  

Go to our website at: www.medinacountyveterans.org and register today! 

Medina County Veterans Service Office 
 Our Mission  

Our Pledge  

When you come into the 
County Veterans Service 
Office you will be assisted 
by one of our knowledge-
able associates. The peo-
ple that work in the Medi-
na County Veterans Ser-
vice Office have a com-
passionate understanding 
of the problems which 
confront veterans, wid-
ows, widowers, and their 
families.  

 
We provide two basic ser-
vices: 
1. Temporary emergency 

financial aid and assis-
tance to eligible veter-
ans and family mem-
bers who have demon-
strated a need as set 
fourth by the commis-

sion. 
2. Assist veterans, family 

members and survivors 
when applying to the 
U.S. Department of Vet-
erans Affairs (VA) for 
benefits. 

Our assistance includes but is 
not limited to: 
Financial Assistance: 
a. Rent and mortgage pay-

ments 
b. Utilities: Gas, Electric 

and Water 
c. Food and personal Hy-

giene items 
d. Medical 
e. Transportation to and 

from VA Medical Cen-
ters in Cleveland, Parma 
and Akron, Ohio 

f. Grave markers and flags 

Service Assistance: 
a. Preparations of forms and 

paperwork 
b. Documentation of claims 

and pertinent data 
c. Proper submission of 

claims to the U.S. Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs 
thru a service organization 

d. Submission for awards 
decorations and medals 

e. Notary Public & DD 214 
Certification 

 
Our services are FREE of 
charge! 

210 Northland Dr. 
Medina, Ohio 44256 

Medina County 
Veterans Service Office 

 

 

Your Address Could Be Here! 

Medina County 
Veterans Newsletter 

Contact the Medina County Veterans Service Office 
210 Northland Dr.  - Medina, Ohio 44256 

 
Call:  330.722.9368    Toll Free: 844.722.3800 x-9368 FAX: 330.722.9378 
E-mail: veterans@medinacountyveterans.org 
Office Hours: Monday - Wednesday - Thursday - Friday   8:00 AM - 4:00 
PM - Tuesday 10:00 - 4:00 (Closed Noon – 1:00 PM for Lunch) 

http://www.medinacountyveterans.org
http://www.medinacountyveteransserviceoffice.org
mailto:veterans@medinacountyveterans.org

