V o l ume 12 , I ss ue 1

MED INA C OU NTY VETE RANS SERVIC E OFFICE

Medina County
Veterans Newsletter

I N S I D E T HI S IS S UE :

It’s Fair-Time Again!

It is that time of year again, FAIRTIME! Veterans Day at the Fair will
be on Monday, July 29 this year. Admission for Veterans with proper
identification will be FREE all day
long.
Special events for Veterans will be
from Noon until 5:00PM in the main
Pavilion in the center of the fairgrounds. Entertainment will be provided by Island Troy and there will
be snacks and drinks for Veterans.
Various veterans resources and organizations will have tables set up to
talk about various ways they can assist veterans or for veterans to be

S um mer 2019

more involved in the veterans
community.
We will also be trying to “Tank
Our Truck” with various supplies
to help the two newly opened Fisher Houses in Cleveland that support Veterans from all over the
country as well as right here in
Medina (see insert on Page 12).

We hope to see everyone out at the
Medina County Fair! We will also
have a booth set-up in the Community Center the entire week so
com’n out and see us!
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Veterans Day at the
Medina County Fair,
Monday July 29. Free
admission for all Veterans with proper ID.

VA Overhauls Religious and Spiritual Symbol
Policies to Protect Religious Liberty
The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA)
recently revised its directives permitting religious
literature, symbols and displays at VA facilities to
protect religious liberty for Veterans and families
while ensuring inclusivity and nondiscrimination.
The move aims to simplify and clarify the department’s policies governing religious symbols, and
spiritual and pastoral care, which have been interpreted inconsistently at various VA facilities in

recent
years,
resulting in unfortunate incidents that interrupted
certain
displays. Effective July 3, these
changes will help ensure that patrons within VA
have access to religious litera- Continued on Page 2
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VA Medical
Centers
Inpatient and Outpatient Care is
Available at the
Following Hospitals
Wade Park Center
10701 East Boulevard—
Cleveland, OH 44106
Phone: (216) 791-3800
Fax: (216) 421-3217
For appointments or
medication:
(800) 379-8387
Parma Community Based Clinic
8787 Brookpark Rd.
Parma, OH 44134
Phone: (216) 739-7000
Akron Community Based Clinic
55 W. Waterloo
Akron, OH 44319-1116
Phone: (330) 724-7715
EMERGENCY ROOM CARE IS
AVAILABLE AT WADE PARK 24
HOURS A DAY, SEVEN DAYS A
WEEK.
If you have an emergency you
may want to consider going to
the local hospital

Our office can provide
transportation for veterans
to the following VA
Healthcare facilities
Wade Park Hospital
Monday through Friday
Parma CBOC
Monday through Friday
Akron CBOC
Monday through Friday
We ask that you make your appointments between the hours
of 9:00 AM and NOON.
(Tell them you are a van rider).

ture and symbols at chapels as requested and
protect representations of faith in publicly accessible displays at facilities throughout the department. “We want to make sure that all
of our Veterans and their families feel welcome at VA, no matter
their religious beliefs. Protecting religious liberty is a key part of
how we accomplish that goal,” said VA Secretary Robert Wilkie.
“These important changes will bring simplicity and clarity to our
policies governing religious and spiritual symbols, helping ensure
we are consistently complying with the First Amendment to the
U.S. Constitution at thousands of facilities across the department.”
The new policies will: Allow the inclusion in appropriate circumstances of religious content in publicly accessible displays at VA
facilities. Allow patients and their guests to request and be provided
religious literature, symbols and sacred texts during visits to VA
chapels and during their treatment at VA. Allow VA to accept donations of religious literature, cards and symbols at its facilities and
distribute them to VA patrons under appropriate Continued on Page 9

Continued from Front Page
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A Message From the
County Veterans
Service Officer
Fair-time is upon us
once again. Our very
first issue of this newsletter
was
exactly
twelve years ago at the

Fair.
The newsletter has changed little
over the past twelve years but we
hope that our readers still appreciate its content. We have thought
about changing the format several
times but it seems as though it
works, so why change it? We are
always open to suggestions. We
are able to pass on more news
about benefits and how to go
about filing for them than we were
in the past. The claims process
with the VA continues to change
almost daily. With faster more accurate claims than in the past. Not
to say that every claim is completed in a timely manner but 95% of
them are completed within the prescribed time period. Where it
would take almost two-years now it
is typically well under six-months.
With that said we will be having
our 4th and last “Bring Your Appetite...and Learn About Your Veterans Benefits.” It will be August
14th, at the American Legion in
Lodi. Please call our office to
RSVP as there is limited space.
There has also been a lot of movement on the Vietnam Blue Water
Navy claims. First with the U.S.

Court of Appeals for the Federal
Circuit ruling on Procopio v. Wilkie
earlier this year. Then with the
President signing HR 299 into law
in June. The most recent decision
for Secretary Wilkie was to issue a
Stay on all pending Blue Water
claims. There has been speculation and rumors going around. Bottom line if you are a Blue Water
Vet from Vietnam, FILE THE
CLAIM NOW! Everything is in your
favor. The VA needs time to write
the laws that will govern HR 299
but there are some differences in
the Federal Court Case and HR
299. Please contact me to discus
your options and to file your claim.
We have been getting several calls
and questions about the update
and construction of the Medina
County Vietnam Veterans Memorial that sits next to our office. The
Memorial does reside on county
property
but is not
currently
owned
by
the
County.
The Vietnam Veterans of America
(VVA) Chapter #385 manages and
is responsible for the Memorial.
They are responsible for the upgrades and have up to date information as to the status of the Memorial at this time. If you have
questions please feel free to attend one of their meetings held at
7:00 PM, the first Wednesday of
each month (no meeting in July) at
the Medina Veterans Hall 620 N.
Broadway.
Lastly we hope to see you out at
the Fair or one of the many other
events around the County. Please
don’t ever hesitate to stop in or call
with a question or set
up a time to discuss
whatever might be
on your mind veteran
related.
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Medina County Veterans
Service Commission
Randall Schmidt; President
Joseph Destro; Vice President
Jack Forster; Commissioner
Jim Hoessle; Secretary
Phillip Grassa; Commissioner
Office Staff
Director / Service Officer
Edward Zackery
1SG, U.S. Army (retired)
Office Manager / Veterans
Benefits Consultant
Jennafer Slonaker
Out-Reach Specialist / Veterans
Benefits Consultant
Sue Boggs
Administrative Assistant
Fran Amsden
Receptionist
Allison Earle
Contact Information
Phone: (330) 722-9368
Email:
veterans@medinacountyveterans.org
Website:
www.medinacountyveterans.org
Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/MedinaCou
ntyVeteransServiceOffice/
Address:
210 Northland Dr
Medina, Ohio 44256
***Public Meetings: 2nd Thursday of
every month at 4:00PM.
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Congressional Representatives
Congressman Anthony
Gonzales (R),
16 District
Strongsville Office
13477Prospect Rd.
Strongsville, OH 44149
Not yet available
***Canton Office
4150 Beldon Village St.
Suite 607
Canton, OH 44718
Washington, DC Office
1023 Longworth HOB
Washington, DC 20515
(202) 225-3876

3rd ANNUAL PIG ROAST
SUNDAY, AUGUST 11, 2019

https://anthonygonzalez.house.gov/

Medina VFW Post 5137 3916
Pearl Rd, Medina, Ohio
From 1:00 pm to 5:00 pm
$15 person Presale $20 per
person at the door

Congressman Bob Gibbs (R)
District: 7
Ashland Office
110 Cottage Street
Ashland, Ohio 44805
Phone: (419) 207-0650
Fax: (419) 207-0655
Washington, DC Office
329 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515
Phone: (202) 225-6265
Fax: (202) 225-3394
http://gibbs.house.gov/about-me

Basket Raffle, 50/50 Raffle $600
Gun Certificate Raffle,
More information please contact:
Anna Fullem or Becky Blackmore
330-723-0116 Rolling Thunder, Inc.
Ohio Chapter 8

Senator Sherrod Brown (D)
Cleveland, Office
1301 East Ninth St.,
Suite 1710
Cleveland, Ohio 44114
p (216) 522-7272
f (216) 522-2239
Toll Free 1-888-896-6446
Washington, DC Office
713 Hart Senate
Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20510
p (202) 224-2315
f (202) 228-6321
www.brown.senate.gov/contact/
Senator Rob Portman (R)
Cleveland, Office
1240 East 9th Street
Room 3061
Cleveland, OH 44199
Phone: 216-522-7095
Washington, DC Office
B40D Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510
Phone: 202-224-3353
https://www.portman.senate.gov/p
ublic/index.cfm/home

THE COST OF
FREEDOM
POW/MIA DAY PROGRAM
September 21, 2019
Presented by Rolling Thunder ®, Inc Chapter 8 Ohio

Ohio Western Reserve National Cemetery 10175
Rawiga Rd., Rittman, Ohio
Committal Shelter 1:00pm
For more information call Becky Blackmore
330-723-0116
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On May 7, 2019, Representative Lee Zeldin (NY) introduced H.R. 2568, the Vietnam Veterans Liver Fluke Cancer Study Act.
This bill would direct the Secretary of Veterans Affairs, in
consultation with the Director of the Centers of Disease
Control and Prevention of the Department of Health and Human Services, to conduct an epidemiological study on the prevalence of cholangiocarcinoma in veterans of the Vietnam era. H.R. 2568
would require the Secretary to provide a report of the study within one year of completion.
Bile duct cancer (cholangiocarcinoma) is a cancer of the biliary duct system, which includes the
gallbladder, bile ducts, and certain cells inside the liver. One risk factor for bile duct cancer is past
infection with tiny parasitic worms called liver flukes, which are found in the fresh waters of Southeast Asia. Veterans who ate raw or undercooked freshwater fish during
their service in Southeast Asia, such as Vietnam veterans, might have
been infected. Once eaten, the liver flukes grow to adulthood inside the
human biliary duct system. The irritation and scarring caused by liver fluke
infection can lead to bile duct cancer. Currently, there are no available
studies to show that bile duct cancer occurs more often in Vietnam veterans than in other groups

President Trump signs Blue Water Navy Vietnam
Veterans bill into law; What does this mean for you?
On June 26, 2019 President
Donald Trump signed into law
the "Blue Water Navy Vietnam
Veterans Act," requiring the Department of Veterans Affairs to
provide disability benefits to
veterans who served in the waters off the coast of Vietnam.
Earlier on January 29, 2019 the
U.S. Court of Appeals for the
Federal Circuit made a ruling on
Procopio v. Wilkie which
opened the door for tens of thousands of Blue Water Veterans
who served offshore during Vietnam. On June 26, 2019 President Trump signed HR 299 into
law also known as the “Blue
Water Navy Vietnam Veterans
Act of 2019 which will take effect January 1, 2020. Later that
month Secretary Wilkie issued a
Stay on HR 299 until the effective date of January 1, 2020.
So, what does all this mean for
Blue Water Veterans from Vietnam? Before we begin to explain some of this the bottom
line is if you are a Blue Water

Veteran from that era, FILE
YOUR CLAIM NOW!
Some of the difference, in the Federal Court Case Procopio v. Wilkie
and HR 299 also known as the
“Blue Water Navy Vietnam Veterans Act of 2019 are the arguments
of what distance from shore is the
Republic of Vietnam? Procopio v.
Wilkie distinguishes off-shore and
territorial seas as territorial sea had
a breadth “not exceeding 12 nautical miles. Some legal experts believe they can argue the 12 Nautical miles as from the territorial
baseline instead of the shoreline.
The base line is much more liberal
in distance than the actual shoreline and would most likely include
all ships within the area. Whereas
12 nautical miles from the shoreline may not include some larger
vessels like aircraft carriers and
such. HR 299 “Blue Water Navy
Vietnam Veterans Act of 2019
distinguishes actual coordinates as
to what is 12 nautical miles from
offshore. The actual points are
published within the legislation.

The Blue Water
Navy Association is continuing that argument as we
speak. Remember the Federal
Court
Case
simply argued
what was considered
Vietnam, nothing more.

Now what about the Stay issued by
Secretary Wilkie on HR 299. Most
of us expected something from the
Continued on Page 10
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How to Contact Your

Medina County
Veterans Coalition

Ohio State Government
Representatives 2019
Stephen D. Hambley (R)
Ohio House of Representatives
Republican - District -069 77 S.
High St. 14th Floor Columbus, OH
43215-6111
Phone: 614-466-8140 Fax: 614719-3969
Email: district69@ohr.state.oh.us
http://www.ohiohouse.gov/stephend-hambley/contact
Darrell Kick (R)
Ohio House of Representatives
Republican - District -70 77 S. High
St. 11th Floor Columbus, OH
43215-6111
Phone: 614-466-2994 Fax: 614719-6997
Email: district70@ohr.state.oh.us
Larry Obhof (R)
Ohio Senate
Republican - District -022 Senate
Building Columbus, OH 43215

Our next meeting will be September 14th American Legion Post #234 9:00am; at VFW in
Brunswick
Here is the list for the Veteran Coalition Meetings to include date, time, place
and sponsorship.

•

January 12th American Legion #202 at 9am; Medina Veterans Hall

•

March 9th Rolling Thunder at 9am; Medina Veterans Hall

•

May 11th American Legion Post #523 at 9am; 120 Bank St, Lodi, OH

•

July 13th VFW Post #5137 at 9am; Medina Veterans Hall

•

September 14th American Legion Post #234 9am; at VFW in Brunswick

•

November 9th DAV Chapter #72 at 9 am; in the Medina Veterans Hall
I invite all veterans and others who support veterans.
Please help us with your input on the issues concerning
all of our veteran organizations in Medina County.
In order to be a viable unit, we need people from all of
the organizations to participate by providing support
and information.

Phone: 614-466-7505
Email: SD22@senate.state.oh.us

Medina Legion Post 202 to Offer Free - First
Year Memberships
In honor of Medina’s American Legion Post
202’s 100th anniversary in 2019, Medina residents who served on active duty from August 2,
1990 to the present will be given a free first year
of membership in the American Legion national
organization and Medina’s Post 202.

614-644-0898 main number
877-644-6838 benefits info

The post simply asks that the veteran attend a meeting to get
to know the post and then come back for a second meeting with
their DD-214, and they will be signed up at no charge.
Medina’s American Legion Post 202 meets the fourth Monday of
each month at the Medina County Veterans Memorial Hall, 620
N. Broadway in Medina.
Anyone with questions can contact Legion Post 202 Commander, Dave Taylor at 330-321-3370 or
dave.taylor@zoominternet.net .
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Challenge Coin
Funds go towards the
Medina County
Veterans Memorial
Fund 501c3
Helping Veterans and
their families in
Medina County

Scams That Target Veterans
1.Special deals for vets. These veteran scams take a number of forms — usually offering a discount on things like loans, car purchases and house rentals. They may not be really discounted
at all. And, in some cases, they may be for non-existent products or services, fooling veterans
into parting with their money in the belief that they get a special deal when, in fact, they get
nothing at all. Action: Some organizations do offer genuine discounts for veterans but check
these offers out carefully and, as we always warn, never wire payments to someone you don’t
know.
2.Phishing. The most common trick here is for the scammer to phone the victim, claiming to be from the Veterans Administration, who supposedly need to update their records. Action: Don’t accept the caller is who they
say they are. Ask for their name, hang up and call the VA yourself to check.
3.Dubious investment advice. According to the retirement organization, AARP, solicitors calling themselves
“veterans advocates” target vets in community centers and nursing homes, claiming their victims are entitled to
additional benefits. They say they need to review the veteran’s investment portfolio first and then they usually
try to persuade them to place their investment in a trust, so they appear to have fewer assets than they really
have, entitling them to an additional pension. That may or may not be true, but as AARP says, “The bigger
concern is that the new trust usually contains annuities, long-term investments that are often considered inappropriate for older retirees. Some annuities must be held for a decade or longer before they pay out a monthly
income.” Read the AARP article, Taking Aim at Old Soldiers, for more information and advice on what to do.
Note, in particular, their advice that you should always check out the credentials of an investment adviser via
your state regulatory office.
4.Charging for military records. This veteran scam is a variation on a well-known con in which people are
fooled into paying for information that’s already available for free. Action: Contact the VA or your service unit
if you want copies of your records. Don’t allow someone who’s providing another type of service for you to
claim they have to pay for your records — get them yourself. Scams That Pose as Being for Veterans or Active
Military Personnel.

P age 8
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VA launches new health care options under
MISSION Act
The U.S. Department of Veterans
Affairs (VA) launched its new and
improved Veterans Community
Care Program on June 6, 2019,
implementing portions of the VA
Maintaining Internal Systems and
Strengthening Integrated Outside
Networks Act of 2018 (MISSION
Act), which both ends the Veterans
Choice Program and establishes a
new Veterans Community Care
Program.
The MISSION Act will strengthen
the nationwide VA Health Care
System by empowering Veterans
with more health care options.
“The changes not only improve our
ability to provide the health care
Veterans need, but also when and
where they need it,” said VA
Secretary Robert Wilkie. “It will
also put Veterans at the center of
their care and offer options, including expanded telehealth and urgent
care, so they can find the balance in
the system that is right for them.”
Under the new Veterans Community Care Program, Veterans can
work with their VA health care provider or other VA staff to see if they
are eligible to receive community
care based on new criteria. Eligibility for community care does not
require a Veteran to receive that
care in the community; Veterans
can still choose to have VA provide
their care. Veterans may elect to
receive care in the community if
they meet any of the following six
eligibility criteria:

1.

A Veteran needs a service not
available at any VA medical facility.
2. A Veteran lives in a U.S. state or
territory without a full-service
VA medical facility. Specifically,
this would apply to Veterans living in Alaska, Hawaii, New
Hampshire and the U.S. territories
of Guam, American Samoa, the
Northern Mariana Islands and the
U.S. Virgin Islands.
3. A Veteran qualifies under the
“grandfather” provision related to
distance eligibility under the Veterans Choice Program.
4. VA cannot furnish care within
certain designated access standards. The specific access standards are described below:
Drive time to a specific VA medical
facility
Thirty-minute average drive time for
primary care, mental health and noninstitutional extended care services.
Sixty-minute average drive time for
specialty care.
Note: Drive times are calculated using
geomapping software.
Appointment wait time at a specific
VA medical facility
Twenty days from the date of request
for primary care, mental health care
and noninstitutional extended care
services, unless the Veteran agrees to
a later date in consultation with his or
her VA health care provider.
Twenty-eight days for specialty care

from the date of request, unless the
Veteran agrees to a later date in consultation with his or her VA health
care provider.
5. The Veteran and the referring
clinician agree it is in the best
medical interest of the Veteran to
receive community care based on
defined factors.
6. VA has determined that a VA
medical service line is not providing care in a manner that complies with VA’s standards for
quality based on specific conditions.
In preparation for this landmark initiative, senior VA leaders will visit more
than 30 VA hospitals across the country to provide in-person support for
the rollout.
The VA MISSION Act:
Strengthens VA’s ability to recruit
and retain clinicians.
Authorizes “Anywhere to Anywhere”
telehealth across state lines.
Empowers Veterans with increased
access to community care.
Establishes a new urgent care benefit
that eligible Veterans can access
through VA’s network of urgent care
providers in the community.
VA serves approximately 9 million
enrolled Veterans at 1,255 health care
facilities around the country every
year.
For
more
information,
visit
www.missionact.va.gov.
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circumstances or
to a patron who
requests them. The U.S. Supreme Court
recently reaffirmed the important role
religion plays in the lives of many
Americans and its consistency
with Constitutional principles.
This includes the following
values: a display that follows
in the longstanding tradition
of monuments, symbols and
practices; respect and tolerance of differing views; and endeavors
to achieve inclusivity and nondiscrimination.
Continued from Page 2

Employment Resource Center;
For job posting and employment
resources go to our webpage at
http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info
/category-3BD68C39-16A0-4E16-8D92738A1C9AC11A.aspx

Access all your VA Benefits
in one spot
www.va.gov
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VA
like this. Some people think it is
a way to hold up and deny
claims. The bottom line is the
VA has until January 1, 2020 to
start implementing the law. The
Stay will give them time to make
necessary changes to the law
which governs them, USC Title
38 and CFR 38 along with their
internal regulations M21 and
M21R. This will make it possible for them to start rating and
hopefully granting claims when
the law takes effect. All of this is
good news for those Blue Water
Navy Veterans that served within 12 nautical miles of the shoreline from the Coast of Vietnam.
We see no reason or way that the
VA will try to fight court decision nor the HR 299 which is
now law. See VA Media Release dated July 5, 2019.
The bottom line with HR 299 is
Blue Water Navy Veterans are
now entitled to a presumption of
service connection for conditions related to Agent Orange
exposure. This extension of the
presumption is a result of Public
Law 116-23, the Blue Water
Navy Vietnam Veterans Act of
2019, signed into law on June
25, 2019. The law takes effect
January 1, 2020. The law states
that Veterans aboard a vessel
operating not more than 12 nautical miles seaward from the demarcation line of the waters of
Vietnam and Cambodia as defined in Public Law 116-23, between January 9, 1962, and May
7, 1975, are presumed to have
been exposed to herbicides such
as Agent Orange and may be
entitled to service connection for
conditions related to that expo-

ployee assist you.
A couple of things you may need:
 State on your application that

sure. To be entitled to disability
compensation benefits, these Veterans must have one or more of the
conditions associated with Agent
Orange exposure that are listed in
38 Code of Federal Regulations
section 3.309(e).
What conditions are related to
Agent Orange exposure? Agent
Orange presumptive conditions
are:
1. AL amyloidosis
2. Chloracne
3. Chronic B-cell leukemias
4. Diabetes mellitus, Type 2
5. Ischemic heart disease
6. Hodgkin lymphoma, formerly
known as Hodgkin’s disease
7. Non-Hodgkin lymphoma
8. Multiple myeloma
9. Parkinson’s disease
10. Peripheral neuropathy, earlyonset
11. Porphyria cutanea tarda
12. Prostate cancer
13. Respiratory cancers (lung,
bronchus, larynx or trachea)
14. Soft-tissue sarcoma (other than
osteosar-coma,
chondrosarcoma, Kaposi’s sarcoma, or
mesothelioma).
If you would like to file claim or
discuss your benefits we would be
happy to assist you or you can do
the following.
Apply online using www.va.gov,
or work with an accredited representative or agent, or go to a VA
regional office and have a VA em-

you are filing for one of the
presumed Agent Orange conditions.
 Include any evidence you have
of service in the offshore waters of the Republic of Vietnam during the required
timeframe.
 Include the name(s) of the ship
(s) and the date(s) you crossed
within 12 nautical miles of the
Republic of Vietnam, if you
have that information.
 Provide medical evidence
showing a diagnosis of a current Agent Orange presumptive condition or tell us where
you are being treated.
FAQ’s
• Do I need to prove contact
with Agent Orange? No. You
don’t need to show that you
came into contact with Agent
Orange. Congress has provided that conditions on the list of
presumptive diseases will be
deemed to have been caused
by contact with Agent Orange
through service in the Republic of Vietnam, including offshore waters as defined by the
Blue Water Navy Act of 2019.
• What will the effective date
for Benefits be for Blue Water
Navy Veteran claims? Presumptive Agent Orange conditions granted for Blue Water
Navy Veterans may be retroactive to the date VA received
your original claim. If you
had a previously denied claim
and you resubmit your claim,
the effective date will be determined on a case-by-case
basis.
Continued from Page 13

Appointments will be available
on
Mondays & Wednesdays at the Professional Building
on 120 W. Washington St, Room 3-C on the third floor.
To schedule an appointment call (440) 845-5023.
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Medina County Woman Vets Invited to Special
Lunch — August 24, 2019
Medina County Woman of
the Military president Aneta
Mullins invites all women in
Medina County who served in
the military to a special lunch
on Saturday, August 24, 2019
starting 11:30AM at the Medina County Veterans Memorial Hall, on 620 N. Broadway
in Medina. The lunch is at no
charge.
Mullins said, “Our August
monthly luncheon will be special as we will dedicate the
‘Women of the Military’ display which we sponsored, and
it will be a permanent part of
the Veterans Hall. This display is in conjunction with the
other displays being prepared
that will feature the wars that
Medina County sent its men,
and woman, to fight in, from
the Civil War to the current
War on Global Terrorism”
American Legion Post 202
is co-sponsoring this special
lunch to support the Medina
County Woman of the Military organization. Post Com-

mander Dave Taylor, who is the
project officer for the history
displays and a member of the
Veterans Hall Board of Directors, notes, “this will be a great
opportunity for all of our woman veterans in the county to
come together for the inauguration of a much-needed display
dedicated to our woman service
members, and to have the opportunity to enjoy some camaraderie with fellow women
vets” Taylor, a retired Army
Colonel also notes, “each of our
displays of wars will include
visuals of woman serving in
that war but the Woman of the
Military display is unique because it traces the development
of American women’s increased service and responsibilities in the armed forces
throughout our history until the
current day. Today we can’t
come close to having a viable
military without woman serving”
All women veterans interested in attending the lunch with

Ohio Women Veterans Conference

Saturday, August 10, 2019
The Ohio Union at The Ohio State University
Columbus, Ohio
http://dvs.ohio.gov/main/women-veterans-conference.html

special guest
speakers and the
dedication of the
Woman of the
Military display should contact
Lisa Klatka, Vice-President of
Medina County Women of the
Military with questions or to
indicate their intention to attend. RSVP should be no later
than August 14. Lisa can be
reached at 440-212-5789 or
laklatka@yahoo.com.
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•
•
•
•
-

Items Needed:

Gift Cards ($10 - $50)Visa, Amazon,
Walmart, Target, etc.
Local Grocery Stores
Local Restaurants
Gas Cards ($20 - $50)
Via/ Uber I Lyft /Taxi
Vouchers
Paper Products
Tissues (boxes & travel
packets)
Napkins
PaperTowels
Toilet Paper
Kitchen Essentials
Paper Plates
Paper Cups
Plastic Silverware
Plastic Cups
Saran wrap
Foil
Parchment Paper
Plastic Baggies (sandwich,
quart, gallon -freezer &
storage)
Beverages
Coffee (ground & K-cups)
Tea Bags (assorted)

•
-

Coffee Creamer (plain & f
lavored - single serve, nonrefrigerated)
Cases of Individual Bottled
Water
Cans of Soda (name brand
preferred)
Flavored Sparkling Water
Sports Drinks (Gatorade/
Powerade)
Pantry & Freezer Items
Sugar Packets
Sweet-n-Low Packets
Stevia (or similar)
Assorted Spices
Baking Sugar
Baking Flour
Cereal (boxes & individual
servings)
Syrup
Pancake Mix
Oatmeal
Pasta
Pasta Sauce
Peanut Butter
Jelly
Condiments
Cooking Oil
Shortening

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Microwaveable Meals (frozen & shelf-stable)
Snacks
Granola Bars
Grab & Go Snacks (single pack items)
Cereal Bars
Chips (individual packages)
Fruit Snacks
Mixed Nuts (individual packages)
Candy
Cleaning Products
Trash Bags (kitchen & small size)
Dishwasher Soap (pods only)
Liquid Dish Soap
Dishwasher Rinse (spot free, Cascade)
Kitchen Sponges
Hand Sanitizer (small & large)
Hand Sanitizer
Hand Soap (pump style)
Cleaning Rags
Toilet Bowl Cleaner
Cleaning Disinfectant Spray
Laundry Items
High Efficiency Laundry Detergent
Stain Remover
Bleach
Fabric Softener & Dryer Sheets
Irons & Ironing Boards
Hangers
Personal Care Items
Mouthwash
Toothpaste
Toothbrushes
Lotions
Shampoo & Conditioner
Hand Soap
Sewing Kits
Nail Kits (small)
First A_id Kits & Bandages
Rubbing Alcohol & Wipes
Thermometers (Disposable Covers)
Entertainment
Attraction Park Tickets
Puzzles
Playing Cards
Activity Books (Sudoku, Crossword Puz
zles, etc.)
Event & Monetary Donations

Monetary and time donations are en couraged to
support activities and events. Please make checks
payable to GPF# 1177, in care of GCFH -VA
Northeast Ohio Healthcare System.
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When do the Blue Water Navy presumptions go into effect? The Blue Water Navy
Act of 2019 will take effect
on January 1, 2020. Veterans
can file claims at any time,
and they will be decided after
the law is implemented. Blue
Water Navy claims and appeals currently in process
have been placed on hold
(stayed) until the new rules go
into effect. The bipartisan
Blue Water Navy Vietnam
Veterans Act gives VA until
Jan. 1, 2020, to begin deciding Blue Water Navy related
claims. By staying claims decisions until that date, VA is
complying with the law that
Congress wrote and passed.
How will the previously denied claims be handled? If
you had an Agent Orange
claim with one or more presumptive conditions denied in
the past, you are urged to file
a new claim. Provide any new
and relevant information regarding your claim such as
dates you believe your ship

•

•

•

traveled within 12 nautical
miles of the Republic of Vietnam, or updated medical
information. Claims that are
currently in the VA review
process or under appeal will be
reviewed under the new policy.
If a Blue Water Navy Veteran
has not applied for benefits in
the past, but would like to apply now will the presumption
of exposure be extended to
them? Yes, VA will apply the
provisions of the law to Blue
Water Navy Vietnam Veterans
who file new claims based on
presumption of exposure to
Agent Orange.
What happens if the Veteran
dies before his or her claim is
decided? If the claimant dies
while his or her claim is pending, a living dependent, such
as a spouse or child, may file a
request to be substituted as the
claimant.
May the surviving spouse of a
Blue Water Navy Veteran who
passed away from a condition
related to Agent Orange exposure, and who was previously

•

denied compensation
for such condition,
become entitled to
Dependency and Indemnity Compensation (DIC)? If the Veteran served on a Navy
or Coast Guard ship
that that operated not
more than 12 nautical
miles from the demarcation
line of the waters of Vietnam
and Cambodia as defined in
the Blue Water Navy Act of
2019 and the cause of death
was from a condition related to
exposure to Agent Orange,
then VA may award entitlement to DIC on that basis.
Where can I get additional information on disability compensation for Agent Orange?
Veterans with questions about
benefits or filing a claim can
visit the VA Agent Orange
website www.va.gov/ disability/eligibility/hazardousmaterials-exposure/
agentorange/navy-coast-guardships-vietnam/. As always you
can contact our office for more
information.

Need Help Filing for Your VA Benefits? Contact Your County Veterans Service Office.
When you come into the County Veterans Services Office you will be referred to a service officer
for assistance. The County Veterans Service Officer has a compassionate understanding of the
problems, which confront veterans, widows, widowers, and children. The County Veterans Service Officer will apply specialized knowledge in the best way suited to the needs of every individual veteran or other beneficiary who comes to the office for assistance.
Contact the Medina County Veterans Service Office at: (330) 722-9368

SEPTEMBER 29, 2019 AT 1:00PM
AT THE YORK TOWNSHIP GOLD STAR
FAMILIES' MEMORIAL PARK
3874 COLUMBIA, ROAD
MEDINA, OHIO 44256

PROGRAM PRESENTED BY ROLLING THUNDER, INC. OHIO CHAPTER 8
CONTACT INFORMATION BECKY BLACKMORE, PRES. RTOH8 - 330-723-0116
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County benefits throughout Ohio are benefits
provided by the county in which you reside. They
are provided by the County and are specific to
those Veterans living within it.
They are not the same from county to county.

State benefits are provided by the State of Ohio
and are available to ail Veterans that are state
residents.

Federal benefits come from the Federal Government and apply equally to all Veterans across the
country.

Our office is trained to assist you in applying for and pursuing any benefit from Medina County, the State of Ohio or the Federal Government.

VA Claims Assistance
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Ohio Veteran Recreation Benefits

Its summertime and many of us are thinking
Need Help Filing for Your VA Benefits? about the great outdoors. Ohio has some
Contact Your County Veterans Service great outdoor destinations and offers some
Office.
discounts for certain Veterans. Furthermore,
When you come into the County Veterans Ohio State Parks offers facilities that allow
Services Office you will be referred to a park visitors of all abilities to enjoy the
service officer for assistance. The County simple pleasures of life. Whether it is stayVeterans Service Officer has a compassion- ing overnight, or fishing Ohio can accomate understanding of the problems, which modate most anyone. To find a complete
confront veterans, widows, widowers, and listing of Ohio State Parks that are accessifor
visitors
of all
abilities
children. The County Veterans Service Of- ble
ficer will apply specialized knowledge in http://parks.ohiodnr.gov/accessiblefacilities
the best way suited to the needs of every
individual veteran or other beneficiary who The State of Ohio offers several recreational benefits for certain veterans:
comes to the office for assistance.
Know your rights and benefits! The County
Veterans Service Office knows the extent,
the meaning and the application of laws that
have been passed by the U.S. Congress in
the interests of veterans and their dependents. They also know the rules and regulations adopted by the Department of Veterans Affairs to clarify and implement those
laws. It is important to remember that laws
concerning VA benefits are constantly
changing and it is best to file for all VA
benefits that you might have coming to you.
Our Service Officer has earned accreditations with the following National Organizations as recognized by the Secretary of the
Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) in the
preparation and prosecution of claims under
laws administered by the VA.
1. American Legion
2. American Red Cross
3. American Veterans of World War II,
Korea and Vietnam Veterans
(AMVETS)
4. Disabled American Veterans (DAV)
5. Marine Corps League
6. Military Order of the Purple Heart
(MOPH)
7. National Association of County Veterans Service Officers (NACVSO)
8. Ohio Department of Veterans Services
(ODVS)
9. The Retired Enlisted Association
(TREA)
10. Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) of
the USA
11. Vietnam Veterans of America (VVA)
Contact the Medina County Veterans
Service Office at: (330) 722-9368

Disabled Veteran Recreational Benefits
available to Disabled Veterans that are rated
by the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA)
as totally disabled (typically this means you
are 100% disabled or collecting individual
unemployability) and Medal of Honor recipients, and former POWs.
•
Free Hunting & Fishing Licenses
•
Free Boating Licenses & Registration
•
Free Camping at Ohio State Parks
The State also offers hunting and fishing
licenses to all Ohio active duty residents as
well as Ohio Wetlands Habitat Stamp, or fur
taker permit while on leave.
All Veterans and Active military are eligible
for a 10% camping discount at Ohio State
Parks:
These benefits are offered through the Ohio
Department of Natural Resources (ODNR)
Division of Wildlife, for more information
contact them at 1-800-WILDLIFE (1-800945-3543).

VA Disability Compensation
Disability Compensation is a tax free
monetary benefit paid to Veterans with
disabilities that are the result of a disease or injury incurred or aggravated
during active military service. Compensation may also be paid for post-service
disabilities that are considered related
or secondary to disabilities occurring in
service and for disabilities presumed to
be related to circumstances of military
service, even though they may arise
after service. Generally, the degrees of
disability specified are also designed to
compensate for considerable loss of
working time from exacerbations or
illnesses.
Special Monthly Compensation (SMC)
is an additional tax-free benefit that can
be paid to Veterans, their spouses, surviving spouses and parents. For Veterans, Special Monthly Compensation is
a higher rate of compensation paid due
to special circumstances such as the
need of aid and attendance by another
person or a specific disability, such as
loss of use of one hand or leg. For
spouses and surviving spouses, this
benefit is commonly referred to as aid
and attendance and is paid based on the
need of aid and attendance by another
person. Learn about special monthly
compensation benefit rates
Eligibility Requirements

Compensation benefits require that your
disability be service-connected. You must
also have separated or been discharged from
service under other than dishonorable condiThe National Park Service also offers a tions.
FREE Lifetime Pass to all Veterans with a Disability Compensation Your disability
service-connected disability from the De- must be the result of an injury or disease
partment of Veterans Affairs. The passes that was incurred or aggravated while on
provide free entrance to more than 2,000 active duty or active duty for training; or
national parks, wildlife refuges, national from injury, heart attack, or stroke that ocforests, and other federal recreational areas. curred during inactive duty training. A disaThe passes can be acquired at any national bility can apply to physical conditions, such
park that usually charges an admission fee. as Lou Gehrig's Disease, as well as mental
More information about the passes can be health conditions, such as post-traumatic
found
at stress disorder (PTSD).
www.nps.gov/findapark/passes.htm.
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Medina County Veterans Organizations Meeting Times and Places
Organization

Post #

Address

City

Phone

Meeting Times

American Legion

Post #234 FOP 716 West 130th St, Brunswick (330) 618-1701 11:00 AM - First Thursday of each month

American Legion

Post #523 120 Bank St

Lodi

American Legion
American Legion
AMVETS
Blue Star Mothers of Medina

Post #202 620 N. Broadway St
Post #170 129 Main St
Post #1990 620 N. Broadway St

Medina
(330) 416-0792 7:00 PM - Fourth Monday of each month
Wadsworth (330) 334-1119 7:00 PM - Second Monday of each month
Medina
7:00 PM - First Monday of each month

County
Disabled American Veterans
MARINE Corps League

1439 S. Carpenter Rd

(330) 948-1523 6:00 PM - Second Thursday of each month

Brunswick

6:30 PM - Third Tuesday of each month

Medina

7:00 PM - Second Tuesday of each month

DET #569 3916 Pearl Rd

Medina

7:00 PM - Third Tuesday of each month

PO Box 1812,

Medina

mcwomilitary@yahoo.com

3916 Pearl Rd.
1439 S. Carpenter Rd
3916 Pearl Rd
39 F Main St.
6731 Center Rd.

Medina
2-4:00 PM - Second Sunday of each month
Brunswick (330) 273-4892 7:00 PM - Second Monday of each month
Medina
(330) 725-0884 7:00 PM - First Tuesday of each month
Seville
8:30 PM - Third Thursday of each month
Valley City (330) 483-3792 7:00 PM - Second Monday of each month

Chapter #72 620 N. Broadway St

Medina County Veterans
Coalition
Medina County Women of the
Military
Rolling Thunder
Veterans of Foreign Wars
Veterans of Foreign Wars
Veterans of Foreign Wars
Veterans of Foreign Wars
Veterans of Foreign Wars
Vietnam Veterans of America

Chapter #8
Post #9520
Post #5137
Post #8753
Post #5563

Post #1089 121 Main St
Chapter
620 N. Broadway
#385

Wadsworth (330) 336-5008 8:00 PM - Third Tuesday of each month
7:00 PM - First Wednesday of each month
Medina
(no meeting in July)

*** If the information above is not correct please contact our office so that we may update it.

Dates to Remember
AUGUST

SEPTEMEBR

***July 29—Veterans Day at the Medina
County Fair

Sept 2—Labor Day

Aug 4—US Coast Guard Established (1790)

Sept 9 (Monday)—Veterans Service Commission
meeting 4: 00 PM

Aug 8—Veterans Service Commission meeting
4: 00 PM
Aug 14—Japan Surrendered ending WWII
(1945)

OCTOBER
Oct 10—Veterans Service Commission
meeting 4: 00 PM
Oct 14—Columbus Day

Sept 11—Patriot Day (Flags at Half Staff)

Oct 13—US Navy established (1775)

Sept 18—US Air Force Established (1947)

Oct 12—First ground forces land in Afghanistan (2001)

Sep 20—POW/MIA Remembrance Day

Aug 14—Benefits Brief, American Legion Post
#523 Lodi, Ohio

***Veterans Service Office Closed on:
Sept 2 for Labor Day

***Veterans Service Office Closed on:
Oct 14 for Columbus Day

This program is designed to educate disabled veterans and their families on specific veterans' benefits and services. This outreach program
generates considerable claims work on behalf of veterans and their
families. NSOs, often aided by Department and Chapter Service Officers, travel to communities across the country to counsel and assist veterans with development of evidence, completion of required applications and prosecution of claims for veterans benefits administered under
federal, state and local laws.

Medina County
Veterans Newsletter

Medina County Veterans Service Office
Our Mission
sion.
Assist veterans, family
members and survivors
when applying to the
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) for
benefits.
Our assistance includes but is
not limited to:
Financial Assistance:
a. Rent and mortgage payments
b. Utilities: Gas, Electric
and Water
c. Food and personal Hygiene items
d. Medical
e. Transportation to and
from VA Medical Centers in Cleveland, Parma
and Akron, Ohio
f. Grave markers and flags
2.

Our Pledge

This newsletter is provided as a
courtesy only. The Medina County
Veterans Commission does not
endorse the content of these
newsletters or of other organizations' policies or products.
The information provided here is
for your personal use only and is
in some cases reprinted for the
sole purpose of the Veterans of
Medina County.

When you come into the
County Veterans Service
Office you will be assisted
by one of our knowledgeable associates. The people that work in the Medina County Veterans Service Office have a compassionate understanding
of the problems which
confront veterans, widows, widowers, and their
families.

We provide two basic services:
1. Temporary emergency
financial aid and assistance to eligible veterans and family members who have demonstrated a need as set
fourth by the commis-

Service Assistance:
a. Preparations of forms and
paperwork
b. Documentation of claims
and pertinent data
c. Proper submission of
claims to the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs
thru a service organization
d. Submission for awards
decorations and medals
e. Notary Public & DD 214
Certification
Our services are FREE of
charge!

Contact the Medina County Veterans Service Office
210 Northland Dr. - Medina, Ohio 44256

Call: 330.722.9368 Toll Free: 844.722.3800 x-9368 FAX: 330.722.9378
E-mail: veterans@medinacountyveterans.org
Office Hours: Monday - Wednesday - Thursday - Friday 8:00 AM - 4:00
PM - Tuesday 10:00 - 4:00 (Closed Noon – 1:00 PM for Lunch)

Medina County
Veterans Service Office
210 Northland Dr.
Medina, Ohio 44256

Your Address Could Be Here!

Your Newest Edition of The
Medina County Veterans Newsletter
Would you rather receive this in you email in-box?
Go to our website at: www.medinacountyveterans.org and register today!

