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As of the date of this newsletter being 
written it seems as though Secretary 
Wilkie of the Department of Veterans 
Affairs (VA) will not appeal the Fed-
eral Circuit decision in Procopio vs. 
Wilkie to the Supreme Court. He has 
until April 29, 2019 to do so.  

The most recent news and infor-
mation from the Secretary is that the 
VA recommends dropping any legal 
challenge over ‘blue water’ Navy vet-
erans benefits decision. Furthermore 
on April 1, 2019 Chairman Mason, 

Chairman of the Board of Veterans 
Appeals rescinded the stay on ad-
judication of appeals for compen-
sation based on alleged exposure 
to herbicide agents in the offshore 
waterways of the Republic of Vi-
etnam. 

So where does all this leave us 
now. I will say this things are 
changing quickly and what is the 
rule of thumb today may change 
tomorrow. Ultimately everything 
looks positive for our Blue Water 
Veterans.  

So what should you do if you are a 
“Blue Water Veteran” that served 
off the coast of Vietnam during a 
period beginning on January 9 
1962, and ending on May 7, 1975. 

Our office sent out the following 
letter  in February to those Veter-
ans that we  Continued on Page 9 

York Township Gold Star Memorial Damaged; Donations Being Accepted 

On March 20, 2019 a resident notified York 
Township officials that the Gold Star Mothers 
Monument just north of RTE 18 on Columbia 
Road had been damaged. The large stone weigh-
ing almost 2,000 lbs dedicated to the U.S. Army 
had come out of the base stone and fallen over.  

We have met with  
township officials 
and started taking 
donations in order 
to not only fix the 
damaged stone 
but also reinforce 
the other stones 
dedicated to the 

five branch's of service. The township has also 
expressed its desire to install additional lighting 
and a security camera system. The Township is 
working with contractors and getting estimates 
as to the cost of repairs.  

You can send your tax deductible donation to 
the. “The Medina County Veterans Memorial 
Fund 501c3” and mail to PO Box 523 — Bruns-
wick, Ohio 44212 or our office at 210 Northland 
Dr.— Medina, Ohio 44256. Mark you donation 
as GSM Repair.  

Anyone having information as to the circum-
stances of  the damage please contact the Medi-
na County Sheriffs Office.  



Ohio Women Veterans Conference 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, August 10, 2019 

The Ohio Union at The Ohio State University 

Columbus, Ohio 

http://dvs.ohio.gov/main/women-veterans-conference.html 
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Our office can provide  
transportation for veterans 

to the following VA  
Healthcare facilities 

 
Wade Park Hospital 

Monday through Friday 
Parma CBOC 

Monday through Friday 
Akron CBOC 

Monday through Friday 
  

We ask that you make your ap-
pointments between the hours 

of 9:00 AM and NOON.  
 

(Tell them you are a van rider). 
 
 

VA Medical  

Centers  

Inpatient and Outpatient Care is 
Available at the  

Following Hospitals 
 

Wade Park Center 
10701 East Boulevard—

Cleveland, OH 44106 
Phone: (216) 791-3800 

Fax: (216) 421-3217 
For appointments or  

medication:  
(800) 379-8387 

 
Parma Community Based Clinic 

8787 Brookpark Rd. 
Parma, OH 44134 

Phone: (216) 739-7000 
 

Akron Community Based Clinic 
55 W. Waterloo 

Akron, OH 44319-1116 
Phone: (330) 724-7715 

 
EMERGENCY ROOM CARE IS 

AVAILABLE AT WADE PARK 24 
HOURS A DAY, SEVEN DAYS A 

WEEK. 
 

If you have an emergency you 
may want to consider going to 

the local hospital 

Free Transit for Veterans Extended 

December 31, 2019 

http://dvs.ohio.gov/main/women-veterans-conference.html
http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/Transportation
http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/Transportation
http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/Transportation
http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/Transportation
http://www.cleveland.va.gov/
http://www.cleveland.va.gov/locations/Parma.asp
http://www2.va.gov/directory/guide/facility.asp?ID=926


Medina County Veterans  
Service Commission 

 

   Randall Schmidt; President 

 

   Joseph Destro; Vice President 

 

   Jack Forster; Commissioner 

 

   Jim Hoessle; Secretary 

 

   Phillip Grassa; Commissioner 

 

 
Office Staff 

 
Director / Service Officer 
Edward Zackery 
1SG, U.S. Army (retired) 
 
Office Manager / Veterans  
Benefits Consultant 
Jennafer Slonaker 
 
Out-Reach Specialist 
Sue Boggs 
 
Receptionist 
Fran Amsden 
 

Contact Information 
 

Phone: (330) 722-9368 
 
Email:  
veterans@medinacountyveterans.org 
 
Website: 
www.medinacountyveterans.org 
 
Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/MedinaCou
ntyVeteransServiceOffice/ 
 
Address: 
210 Northland Dr 
Medina, Ohio 44256  
 
***Public Meetings: 2nd Thursday of  
every month at 4:00PM. 
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A Message From the  
County Veterans  

Service Officer 

Wow here we go 
Spring has finally 
sprung. May is a busy 
month for all of our Vet-
erans organizations.  

It starts on May 1st with “Loyalty 
Day”, which originally began as 
"Americanization Day" in 1921 as 
a counter to the Communists' May 
1st celebration of the Russian 
Revolution. On May 1, 1930, 
10,000 VFW members staged a 
rally at New York's Union Square 
to promote patriotism. In 1958 
Congress enacted Public Law 529 
proclaiming Loyalty Day a perma-
nent fixture on the nation's calen-
dar. “Military Spouse Appreciation 
Day” is the Friday before Mothers 
day. Next is “Armed Forces Day” 
the third Saturday in May. In 1949, 
Defense Secretary Louis Johnson 
announced the creation of an 
Armed Forces Day to replace sep-
arate Army, Navy and Air Force 
Days. The single-day celebration 
stemmed from the unification of 
the armed forces under one agen-
cy -- the Department of Defense. 
Lastly we end the month remem-
bering those Men and Women that 
have paid the ultimate sacrifice. 
“Memorial Day” is Monday, May 
27th this year. Originally known as 
Decoration Day, it originated in the 
years following the Civil War and 

became an official federal holiday 
in 1971.  

If you or your organization is re-
sponsible for placing flags at one 
of the cemeteries within Medina 
County please pick your flags up 
at our office ASAP. Our office will 
be closed the Friday before Memo-
rial Day.  

We are getting a new sign in front 
of our building this summer. We 
have pulled out the overgrown 
shrubs and will be planting some 
new ones along with the markers 
in honor of the five branches of 
service. 

The next edition of our newsletter 
will be our twelfth volume. We  
started the newsletter in August of 
2008 with a 4-page issue. Since 
then we have repeatedly published 
the quarterly newsletter with what 
we hope is good and relevant in-
formation for our veterans and 
their families. If you would like to 
receive a copy by mail or email 
please let us know or go to our 
website and download the newest 
or any archived issue. 

Lastly I want to say that our office 
suffered a major loss on January 
21, 2019 with the unexpected 
passing of long time staff member 
Deborah Connelly. Debbie was 
with the  office for more than 30 
years and was a generous and 
caring individual. Her passing took 
all of us by surprise and she will be 
missed by many family friends and 
Veterans of Medina County. 
Please keep her family in your 
thoughts and prayers. 

I want to thank all of our Veterans 
organizations for their continued 
support in all that you do for the 
veterans of your communities and 
in assisting us with 
our mission. 

Veterans Service    
Officer 

Medina County, Ohio 

mailto:veterans@medinacountyveterans.org
http://www.medinacountyveterans.org
https://www.facebook.com/MedinaCountyVeteransServiceOffice/C:/Users/EdwardZackery/Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates
https://www.facebook.com/MedinaCountyVeteransServiceOffice/C:/Users/EdwardZackery/Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates
https://www.google.com/maps/place/210+Northland+Dr,+Medina,+OH+44256/@41.1517988,-81.8685782,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x8830b7ffd43d8561:0xc053f9cbab9312f8!8m2!3d41.1517988!4d-81.8663895
https://www.google.com/maps/place/210+Northland+Dr,+Medina,+OH+44256/@41.1517988,-81.8685782,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x8830b7ffd43d8561:0xc053f9cbab9312f8!8m2!3d41.1517988!4d-81.8663895
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Congressional Representatives 
  

Congressman Anthony  
Gonzales (R),  
16 District 
Strongsville Office 
13477Prospect Rd. 
Strongsville, OH 44149 
Not yet available 
***Canton Office 
4150 Beldon Village St. 
Suite 607 
Canton, OH 44718 
Washington, DC Office 
1023 Longworth HOB 
Washington, DC 20515 
(202) 225-3876 
https://anthonygonzalez.house.gov/ 
 

Congressman Bob Gibbs (R) 
District: 7 
Ashland Office 
110 Cottage Street  
Ashland, Ohio 44805  
Phone: (419) 207-0650  
Fax: (419) 207-0655  
Washington, DC Office  
329 Cannon House Office Building  
Washington, DC 20515  
Phone: (202) 225-6265  
Fax: (202) 225-3394  
http://gibbs.house.gov/about-me 
 
Senator Sherrod Brown (D) 
Cleveland, Office 
1301 East Ninth St.,  
Suite 1710 
Cleveland, Ohio 44114 
p (216) 522-7272 
f (216) 522-2239 
Toll Free 1-888-896-6446 
Washington, DC Office 
713 Hart Senate 
Office Bldg. 
Washington, DC 20510 
p (202) 224-2315 
f (202) 228-6321 
www.brown.senate.gov/contact/ 
 
Senator Rob Portman (R) 
Cleveland, Office 
1240 East 9th Street 
Room 3061 
Cleveland, OH 44199 
Phone: 216-522-7095  
Washington, DC Office 
B40D Dirksen Senate Office Build-
ing 
Washington, DC 20510 
Phone: 202-224-3353  
https://www.portman.senate.gov/p
ublic/index.cfm/home 

Work began in mid March on what the 
Vietnam Veterans of American (VVA) 
of Media County are calling a project of 
preservation for the future. The Memori-
al itself will pretty much stay and look 
as it did before the construction began. 
What will be different is a concrete sub-
base and drainage system underneath 
the new bricks that will be laid down. 
The three flower beds will also be re-
built. Many of 
the pavers had 
names of peo-
ple or other 
comments. 
Those pavers 
are going to be 
remade and laid 
in exactly the 
same place as 
the old ones. 
“The monu-
ment will be 
almost identi-
cal, we just want it to last for the next 
hundred years.” said one Vietnam Vet-
eran. Future generations need to know 
what this Memorial stands for and why 
it is the way it is. The Memorial is ex-
pected to be finished by Memorial Day 
2019. 

About the Memorial: 

THE VIETNAM VETERANS' MEMO-
RIAL OF MEDINA COUNTY AN EX-

PLANATION OF ITS ASPECTS  

The Memorial that was designed incor-
porates the number three, and combina-
tions of that number, whenever possible, 
to honor the thirty-three men who lost 

their lives in the Republic of South Vi-
etnam and surrounding areas. (we incor-
porated the same number 3 into our 
commemorative coin) 

The Memorial has: a three sided main 
stone (33”x33”x33”x72”) a three sided 
base stone (45”x45”x45”x12”)  a six 
sided foundation stone 
(48”x48”x48”x48”x48”x48”x18”) three 
benches, three bronze marker/U.S. flag 
groupings three sets of evergreens (each 
33" tall). 

All of the stone used on the Memorial 
and surrounding benches and markers 
are a black granite called "Midnight 
Haze”. It was quarried and carved in the 
United States. Black was chosen so that 
it echoed the National Vietnam Veter-
ans' Memorial in Washington, D.C. 

We wanted the people who visit the 
Memorial to be surrounded by the hon-
ored dead. To this end, each of the three 
benches would allow a person sitting on 
it to have a group of veterans remem-
bered three times to their front and three 
times to their rear. To the front, a veter-
an will be remembered on the "honor 
roll", the county map and on the founda-
tion. To the rear a veteran will be re-
membered by a bronze marker, a U.S. 
Flag and an evergreen bush.   

The memorial has no front or back, so 
that no veteran or group of veterans 
would be slighted. We have even pro-
vided a side of the monument that will 
recognize all of the branches of United 
States military.   

Be assured that we have done the best 
we could to properly honor our fallen 
friends and neighbors. We hope that our 
love for our departed comrades-in-arms 
will be reflected in this Memorial. 

There are thirty-three names on the Me-
morial. 

The Memorial is located 
at: 210 Northland Dr. 
Medina, Ohio. 

SONS AND BROTH-
ERS - FRIENDS AND 

FATHERS 

LOVED IN LIFE - 
LOST IN STRIFE 

REMEMBERED   
FOREVER 

Ground Breaking; Medina County Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial—Gets a Facelift 

https://anthonygonzalez.house.gov/
http://gibbs.house.gov/about-me
http://www.brown.senate.gov/contact/
https://www.portman.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/homeC:/Users/EdwardZackery/Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates
https://www.portman.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/homeC:/Users/EdwardZackery/Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates
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Things to Watch Out For — Benefits Fraud 
 

The U.S. Postal Inspection Service and its Operation Protect Veterans  
campaign want all veterans to be aware of these top five scams. 

 
 

1. "Secret" Veteran Benefits Scam: Veterans are told they qualify for "secret" government programs or 
benefits that offer thousands of dollars—but first, scammers attempt to collect personal information or a 
fee.   

2. Fake Charitable Giving Request: Scammers are running bogus charities that claim to help fellow veter-
ans.   

3. Benefits Buyout Offer: Veterans in need are being taken advantage of by scammers who are offering a 
quick, upfront buyout—usually at a fraction of the value—of future disability or pension payments.   

4. VA Loan Scams: Scammers are offering to refinance VA loans at very low rates.   
5. Bogus Employment Scam: Scammers are posting fake job descriptions to collect personal information 

from a veteran’s job application, or they are charging veterans an employment fee. 

http://www.va.gov/homeless/nationalcallcenter.asp
http://www.suicidepreventionlifeline.org/
http://veteranscrisisline.net/
https://www.vfw.org/
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How to Contact Your  

Ohio State Government  

Representatives 2019  

 

Stephen D. Hambley (R)  

Ohio House of Representatives  

Republican - District -069 77 S. 
High St. 14th Floor Columbus, OH 
43215-6111  

Phone: 614-466-8140 Fax: 614-
719-3969  

Email: district69@ohr.state.oh.us  

http://www.ohiohouse.gov/stephen-
d-hambley/contact  

 

Darrell Kick (R)  

Ohio House of Representatives  

Republican - District -70 77 S. High 
St. 11th Floor Columbus, OH 
43215-6111  

Phone: 614-466-2994 Fax: 614-
719-6997  

Email: district70@ohr.state.oh.us  

 

Larry Obhof (R)  

Ohio Senate  

Republican - District -022 Senate 
Building Columbus, OH 43215  

Phone: 614-466-7505  

Email: SD22@senate.state.oh.us  

Medina County  
Veterans Coalition 

Our next meeting will be May 11, 2019 spon-
sored by the Lodi American Legion Post #523 at 
9:00am in the Lodi American Legion Hall 120 
Bank St, Lodi, OH 

Here is the list for the Veteran Coalition Meetings to include date, time, place 
and sponsorship.   

• January 12th American Legion #202 at 9am; Medina Veterans Hall 

• March 9th   Rolling Thunder at 9am; Medina Veterans Hall 

• May 11th American Legion Post #523 at 9am; 120 Bank St, Lodi, OH 

• July 13th VFW Post #5137 at 9am; Medina Veterans Hall 

• September 14th American Legion Post #234 9am; at VFW in Brunswick 

• November 9th DAV Chapter #72 at 9 am; in the Medina Veterans Hall 

 

I invite all veterans and others who support veterans. 
Please help us with your input on the issues concerning 
all of our veteran organizations in Medina County.  

In order to be a viable unit, we need people  from all of 
the organizations to participate by providing support 
and information. 

614-644-0898   main number 

877-644-6838   benefits info 
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these issues.” 

Feeney directs the National 
Center for Rehabilitative Audi-
tory Research (NCRAR) at the 
VA Portland Health Care Sys-
tem in Oregon. 

NCRAR, funded by VA Reha-
bilitation Research and Devel-
opment, is the only VA research 
center dedicated to the discov-
ery and delivery of innovative 
solutions for Veterans with 
hearing impairments. 

The center educates Veterans 
and the public about preventing 
hearing loss and coping with 
tinnitus — or ringing in the 
ears. It partners with institutions 
in the community to promote 
education, share clinical infor-
mation, and train auditory re-
searchers and clinicians. 

Feeney has worked as a clinical 
audiologist and served on the 
faculty at several research insti-
tutions. He is a professor at Or-
egon Health and Science Uni-
versity, is active in several pro-
fessional organizations and was 
past president of the American 
Academy of Audiology from 
2008 to 2009. He also has been 
a faculty member at Ohio State 
University and the University of 

Washington. 

Feeney has contributed to more 
than 50 publications in peer-
reviewed journals, 11 textbook 
chapters for the profession of 
audiology and more than 50 
published abstracts. 

To learn more about VA re-
search on hearing loss, visit 
www.research.va.gov/topics/he
aring.cfm. 

 

Though almost all people 
with hearing loss could be 
helped by hearing aids, 
only about 20 percent of 
those would benefit from 
them use them. 

WASHINGTON –– A U.S. 
Department of Veterans Af-
fairs (VA) researcher was re-
cently recognized by the 
American Academy of 

Audiology for his work in 
improving the lives of Veter-
ans and others affected by 
hearing loss. 

Dr. Patrick Feeney was pre-
sented the 2019 Jerger Career 
Award for research in audiol-
ogy at the American Acade-
my of Audiology’s annual 
meeting March 29. 

The Jerger Award is given 
annually to an investigator 
whose research contributions 
have significantly impacted 
the practice of audiology. 

Over the past 30 years, Feen-
ey’s research has focused on 
peripheral and central audito-
ry function in Veterans and 
others. 

“Hearing loss and tinnitus 
have long been among the 
disabilities affecting Veter-
ans,” said VA Secretary Rob-
ert Wilkie. “The innovative 
research conducted by Dr. 
Feeney and his team is critical 
in finding ways to address 

VA researcher receives career award for  
contributions in hearing loss 

https://www.ncrar.research.va.gov/index.asp
https://www.portland.va.gov/
https://www.portland.va.gov/
https://www.portland.va.gov/
https://www.portland.va.gov/
https://www.audiology.org/
https://www.audiology.org/
https://www.audiology.org/about-us/academy-information/academy-honors/2019-academy-honors-recipients
https://www.audiology.org/about-us/academy-information/academy-honors/2019-academy-honors-recipients
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Employment  Resource Center; For job posting and employment resources go to our 
webpage at 

http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/category-3BD68C39-16A0-4E16-8D92-738A1C9AC11A.aspx 

There are several things you will 
need to provide to file the actual 
fully developed claim. 

1. Proof of service on-board a ship 
that was in the coastal waters of 
Vietnam (generally speaking within 
12 nautical miles). This may be a 
little harder if the veteran was a 
member of an aviation squadron. 

2. You may need ships logs or rec-
ords to prove this 

3. Discharge or DD214 

There are additional items that 
may be required but this is what is 
needed to prove the presumptive-
ness.  

What should you expect moving 
forward? 

The court decision is not a final 
“the VA must abide by” ruling yet. 
Secretary Wilkie has 90 days (April 
29, 2019) to appeal the decision to 
the Supreme Court. If he chooses 
to do so the Supreme Court can 
either decide to hear the case and 
rule on it, one way or another. Or 
they can deny the request and not 
hear the case at all. In that case 
the decision will stand as made by 
the Federal Circuit. 

If Secretary Wilkie decides not to 
appeal the decision, then it be-
comes the law of the land and the 
VA must rewrite its policy to reflect 
that and the rules on how it will go 
forward with the claims for Blue 
Water Navy Veterans and their 
Surviving Spouse.  

If the Supreme court hears the 
case and affirms the lower court’s 
decision, then the VA must rewrite 
its policy to reflect that and the 
rules on how it will go forward with 
the claims for Blue Water Navy 
Veterans and their Surviving 
Spouse. 

If the Supreme court rules in favor 
of Secretary Wilkie then the deci-
sion is set aside, and the current 
rules stay in effect denying those 
claims for Blue Water Navy Veter-
ans. 

Last Scenario; House Bill (HB) 299 
which was not passed by the Sen-
ate this past year will come back 
around within the next 18 months. 
This may or may not change the 
law even if the court decides one 
way or another. A change in the 
law is a huge difference then just a 
court ruling. HB 299 will affect 
funding for the VA to pay for these 
benefits as well as how the effec-
tive dates of the claim are deter-
mined and whether or not Veter-
ans and Surviving Spouse get 
back (retro) pay for these claims.  

The Bottom Line: File a claim 
now, or at least an “Intent to File”. 
Don’t expect a decision on it right 
away because the VA, The Court, 
Congress and then the policy writ-
ers will  

 

have identified in our system 
here at the Medina County 
Veterans Service Office. 
Please share it with others 
that may not have received it.  

(begin letter) 

Dear Blue Water Navy Veteran 
or the Surviving Spouse of a 
Blue Water Navy Veteran, 

You are receiving this infor-
mation because we have you 
listed as a Blue Water Navy Vet-
eran of the Vietnam War in our 
system.  

What is a Blue Water Veteran? 
During the war the U.S. naval 
forces patrolled Vietnam’s 
1,200-mile-long coastline, sup-
plied Marines on land and pro-
vided long-range artillery sup-
port. Those stationed offshore 
were referred to as the “blue 
water” Navy in contrast to the 
“brown water” sailors who oper-
ated on inland waterways. 

With the recent U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the Federal Circuit 
decision in Procopio vs. Wilkie 
there are several questions and 
things to understand as to how 
to go forward if you are a Blue 
Water Navy Veteran or Surviving 
Spouse of a Blue Water Navy 
Veteran from the Vietnam War.  

First of all, the main question is 
should you now file a claim for 
benefits? The answer is yes, we 
would advise you file a claim. 
You should at least file an “Intent 
to File” immediately.  

Continued from Cover Page 

Continued on Page 10 

http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/category-3BD68C39-16A0-4E16-8D92-738A1C9AC11A.aspx


Appointments will be available on  
Mondays & Wednesdays at the Professional Building on 120 W. Washington St, 
Room 3-C on the third floor. 
To schedule an appointment call  (440) 845-5023. 
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Challenge Coin 
Funds go towards the  

Medina County      
Veterans Memorial 

Fund 501c3 
Helping Veterans and 

their families in       
Medina County 

 

need to figure out how to 
grant/deny and process these 
claims.  

Lastly if you have any question 
do not hesitate to contact our 
office for assistance at 330-722-

9368. 

Edward Zackery, Director Veter-
ans Service Officer 

(end letter) 

We are expecting the area to 
be covered under this ruling 
to be 12 nautical miles from 
the base line not the shoreline 
(see map).  

Again we recommend Blue 
Water Navy Veterans submit 
the VA Form 21-0966 if they 
have never filed an Agent Or-
ange claim or if they have 
been denied an Agent Orange 
claim. If you are a spouse of a 
Blue Water Navy Veteran 
who died from an Agent Or-
ange-related illness, we rec-

Continued from Page 9 To help your claim’s success, we 
recommend you start gathering 
evidence such as deck logs, ser-
vice records, or anything else that 
could help prove the location of 
your vessel. We will keep you up-

dated on suggested next steps as 
we continue to learn more infor-
mation. 

Please contact our office to set up 
an appointment so we may assist 
you in filing your claim and an-
swering your questions.  

ommend you also file a VA 
Form 21-0966.  

By submitting VA Form 21-
0966, you preserve your effec-
tive date. You have one year 
from the day you submitted 

your VA Form 21-0966 to sub-
mit your claim for benefits. By 
submitting this form, you will 
be putting yourself in the best 
possible position while waiting 
to see how the VA responds to 
the Court’s decision. 

This furry guy probably 
has a point but… 

...don’t forget to... 

http://www.va.gov/directory/guide/facility.asp?ID=5447
http://www.va.gov/directory/guide/facility.asp?ID=5447
http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/Medals-Military-Records
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He was born in England, died in 
France and buried in the U.S. 
Courtney served in World War 
I with Co. A, 26th Infantry, 
23rd Cavalry, FA, Battery A. 
He was killed in action in 
France at the age of 24. PVT 
Courtney Lawrence was the 
first Medina County, Ohio resi-
dent killed in the Great War. 
His brother Charles would 
carve his tombstone in Spring 
Grove Cemetery where he was 
laid to rest.  

Medina’s American Legion 
Courtney Lawrence Post #202 
received its provisional charter 
in 1919 with its official charter 
coming later in 1921. In 1925 
they broadcasted a live radio 
show from its post commemo-
rating the 6th Birthday of the 
American Legion. Today the 
Post shares its post home in the 

newly 
remod-
eled Medina County Veterans 
Memorial Hall on N. Broadway 
St. in the City of Medina.  

Lodi Post 523 of the American 
Legion was started on July 1, 
1921, when veterans of World 
War I got together at Lodi's 
town hall. The first by-laws and 
constitution were drafted in Au-
gust, 1921, and the membership 
grew to 55 in the first year. The 
Legion has many events such as 
Friday Night Fish Fry’s, Steak 
Fry’s, Veterans Day Breakfast, 
Clam Bakes and the Memorial 
Day Parade to name a few with 
more to come.   

Wadsworth Post #170 is just 
such a Post. Founded in 1923 
the Post is a vibrant and active 
organization in the Wadsworth 
community. In the early 1930’s 
the Post had its own community 
band.  

The American Legion was 
chartered by Congress in 
1919 as a patriotic veterans 
organization. Focusing on ser-
vice to veterans, servicemem-
bers and communities, the 
Legion evolved from a group 
of war-weary veterans of 
World War I into one of the 
most influential nonprofit 
groups in the United States. 

Membership swiftly grew to 
over 1 million, and local posts 
sprang up across the country. 
Today, membership stands at 
over 2 million in more than 
13,000 posts worldwide. The 
posts are organized into 55 
departments: one each for the 
50 states, along with the Dis-
trict of Columbia, Puerto Ri-
co, France, Mexico and the 
Philippines. 

Over the years, the Legion 
has influenced considerable 
social change in America, 
won hundreds of benefits for 
veterans and produced many 
important programs for chil-
dren and youth.  

Several of the American Le-
gion Posts here in Medina 
County were founded within 
the first few years after the 
founding of the National Or-
ganization in 1919.  

American Legion Turns 100 This Year 

Continued on Page 13 
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Need Help Filing for Your VA Benefits? Contact Your County Veterans Service Office. 

When you come into the County Veterans Services Office you will be referred to a service 
officer for assistance. The County Veterans Service Officer has a compassionate understand-
ing of the problems, which confront veterans, widows, widowers, and children. The County 
Veterans Service Officer will apply specialized knowledge in the best way suited to the needs 
of every individual veteran or other beneficiary who comes to the office for assistance.      
Contact the Medina County Veterans Service Office at: (330) 722-9368 

Saturday May 25 

• Seville,  Western Reserve National Cemetery: Flag Decoration 9:00 AM 
 
Sunday May 26 

• Seville, Western Reserve National Cemetery: Memorial Day Ceremony 12:00 PM 

• York TWP: Parade 2:00 PM 
 

Monday May 27 

• Brunswick: The city’s Memorial Day program will be held at 10:00 AM. at Visintainer Middle School, 1459 Pearl Road. All organi-

zations wishing to participate in the program and parade, which forms no later than 9:30 AM. 

• Chatham Township: The program begins at 10:00 AM. with a memorial service at the VFW Hall, followed by a parade.  

• Granger Township: Granger’s Memorial Day activities will begin at 9:00 AM with a parade from Highland Middle School to 

Granger Fairview Cemetery. 

• Hinckley Township: The Memorial Day parade begins at 9 aAM at Our Lady of Grace Church and ends at the township Hall. 

• Lodi: American Legion Post 523 will host a parade lining up at 8:30 AM. and beginning at 9:00 AM from the American Legion Hall 

through the center of town to Woodlawn Cemetery.  

• Medina: The city’s Memorial Day festivities begin at the Medina County Courthouse on Public Square. There will be a brief cere-

mony at 10 AM and a parade to Spring Grove Cemetery and guest speaker. 

• Medina: Vietnam Veterans Memorial; Medina 1:15 PM sponsored by the Medina County VVA Chapter #385. 

• Seville: The parade begins at 1:00 PM in front of First Baptist Church. 

• Spencer: The Memorial Day parade lines up at 8:00 AM at the Old School and starts at 9:00 AM proceeding to the Cemetery for a 

ceremony. 

• Valley City: The parade lines up at 10:30 AM at the Township Community Center and steps off at 11:00 AM. 

• Wadsworth: The city’s Memorial Day parade will form at 10:15 AM in front of the American Legion and VFW Hall, and step off at 

10:30 AM.  The Wadsworth American Legion will be serving a Memorial Day breakfast. 

• Westfield Center: The Village’s parade begins at 11 a.m. at Smucker Drive and ends at Friendsville Cemetery. 

Memorial Day Events Around Medina County 
(be sure to check dates and times with your local newspaper of township committees for accuracy)  

Any veteran interested in marching in a Memorial Day Parade please feel free to 
contact our office at 330-722-9368 for assistance .  

 

The organizers of the Medina City Memorial Day Parade would like to cordially 
invite any and all Honorably Discharged Veteran to march in this year’s parade. 

 

Dust off the old uniform, tighten-up the belt and polish those boots, because we want 
you out there. If you can’t march some of the parades will be able to accommodate 
you on a vehicle.  

If You’re a 
Veteran, 

Don’t Sit on 
the Sidelines 
Get Back in 
the Game 
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ard H. Davenport Brunswick 
American Legion Post #234 this 
past Friday night. (see article 
clip below).  

Today the Brunswick American 
Legion Post #234 FOP Lodge 
#15 on W.130th street their Post 
Home. The Brunswick Legion 
is a supportive part of the 
Brunswick community and wel-
comes new members from all 
wartime eras.  

The Following is a chronology 
of significant dates in Legion 
history: 

March 15-17, 1919 

Members of the American Ex-
peditionary Force convene in 
Paris for the first American Le-
gion caucus. 

May 8-10, 1919 

St. Louis Caucus. "The Ameri-
can Legion" is adopted as the 
organization's official name. 
The Legion's draft preamble 
and constitution are approved. 

June 9, 1919 

The National Executive Com-
mittee adopts the Legion em-
blem.  

Sept. 16, 1919 

Congress charters The Ameri-
can Legion.  

Nov. 10-12, 1919 

First Legion convention con-
venes in Minneapolis. The Con-
stitution and preamble are 
adopted. Delegates vote 361-
323 to locate the Legion's na-
tional headquarters in Indianap-
olis, instead of Washington. A 
resolution is passed in support 
of Boy Scouts of America. To-
day, the Legion is the charter-
ing agency for more than 1,700 
Scouting units made up of ap-
proximately 64,000 youths. 

 

Today they have a canteen 
and is a pleasant warm space 
where gentlemen and lady 
members enjoy some laughs 
and each other’s company. 
They host an annual members 
picnic in the early fall, and 
let’s not forget that the Amer-
ican Legion Post 170 makes 
substantial contributions to 
local charities every year 
through the generosity of its 
members. 

On November 25, 1943 a Me-
dina Sentinel article read 
“County now has Four Legion 
Posts”. The presentation of a 
temporary charter and instal-
lation of officers of the Rich-

Continued from Page 11 
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 Memorial Day Markers 

 

CEMETERY FLAG HOLDERS are fur-
nished to mark the graves of all honorably 
discharged veterans buried in Medina Coun-
ty. The Medina County 
Veterans Service Of-
fice supplies these 
bronze markers and the 
flags for them free of 
charge. 

They can be obtained from our office only 
for County Cemeteries. 

COMMEMORATIVE BURIAL FLAG 
CASE; The Medina County Veterans Ser-
vice Commission is proud to present the 
Next-of-Kin (NOK) of Veterans of Medina 
County that are county residents at their 
time of death a handmade solid oak flag 
case for their loved one’s burial flag. Funer-
al Directors are asked to provide our office 
with a copy of the VA Form 27 (Request for 
Burial Flag) and a copy of the veteran’s 
death certificate. Once we receive those two 
documents our office will notify the NOK 
with a letter and they are free to come pick 
it up. ONLY ONE FLAG CASE PER 
VETERAN. Unfortunately, we are only 
able to provide this service for deaths that 
have occurred after this notification and not 
in the past. At the same time, we can order a 
Presidential Memorial certificate for the 
family as well. 

CEMETARY GRAVE FLAGS are pro-
vided to organizations and cemetery sextons 
prior to Memorial Day so that the graves of 
Medina County Veterans can be marked for 
the upcoming Memorial Day. If your loved 
one passes away during the year, we are 
happy to provide you one on a case-by-case 
basis if the Veteran is interred within a 
County Cemetery. 

MEMORIAL DAY APPROPRIATIONS 
are provided to organization of veterans 
recognized and chartered by the congress, 
upon request of their officials, in the county; 
up to and not to exceed $500 to aid in de-
fraying the expenses of Memorial Day. 
Civic organizations within townships with 
no Veterans Organization may apply for an 
amount of not to exceed $100. See ORC 
Chap III; 307.66. 

Medina County annually contributes ap-
proximately $15,000. 

Y 
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State benefits are provided by the State of Ohio 
and are available to ail Veterans that are state 

residents. 

Federal benefits come from the Federal Govern-
ment and apply equally to all Veterans across the 

country. 

Our office is trained to assist you in applying for and pursuing any benefit from Medina County, the State of Ohio or the Federal Government. 

Ohio Veterans Bonus 
 

You Served. Now Let Ohio Say Thanks. 
Are you an Afghanistan Era Vet? The Ohio 
Veterans Bonus program offers a bonus for 
military service since October 7, 2001. 
Once a veteran has received $500 for ser-
vice anywhere in the world or $1,000 for 
service in a designated country, or the maxi-
mum $1,500 bonus, the veteran is not eligi-
ble for additional funds, even if they served 
in multiple conflicts. 

Eligibility Criteria 

A person who served or is serving in the US 
Armed Forces on active duty for greater 
than 90 days, not for training purposes only; 
and served during compensable period (Oct 
7, 2001 - a date to be determined) may be 
eligible for the Ohio Veterans Bonus.  

Served or currently serving with the US 
Armed Forces October 7, 2001 through a 
date to be determined by the President of 
the United States. 

The person was separated from the United 
States armed forces under honorable condi-
tions, is still serving on active duty or after 
serving on active duty remains in any re-
serve component of the United States armed 
forces or in the Ohio National Guard. 

The person was an Ohio resident at the start 
of active duty service. 

The person is currently an Ohio resident. 

The person has not received a bonus or 
compensation of a similar nature from an-
other state. 

Compensation 

Eligibility and compensation for the Ohio 
Veterans Bonus program is based upon 
where and when the veteran or service 
member served during active duty. The 
following calculations are applied in deter-
mining bonus awards:  

$100 per month, not to exceed $1,000, for 
service in Afghanistan during the compen-
sable periods. 

$50 per month, not to exceed $500, for ser-
vice anywhere else in the world during the 
compensable periods. 

Service for a fraction of a month shall be 
paid at the rate of 1/30 of the appropriate 
monthly amount for each day of service. 
Compensation may not exceed $1,500 for 
combined service.  

VA Home Loans 
 
VA helps Servicemembers, Veterans, and 
eligible surviving spouses become home-
owners. As part of our mission to serve you, 
we provide a home loan guaranty benefit 
and other housing-related programs to help 
you buy, build, repair, retain, or adapt a 
home for your own personal occupancy. 
VA Home Loans are provided by private 
lenders, such as banks and mortgage compa-
nies. VA guarantees a portion of the loan, 
enabling the lender to provide you with 
more favorable terms. 

Purchase Loans help you purchase a home 
at a competitive interest rate often without 
requiring a down payment or private mort-
gage insurance. Cash Out Refinance loans 
allow you to take cash out of your home 
equity to take care of concerns like paying 
off debt, funding school, or making home 
improvements.  

Interest Rate Reduction Refinance Loan 
(IRRRL): also called the Streamline Re-
finance Loan can help you obtain a lower 
interest rate by refinancing your existing 
VA loan.  

Native American Direct Loan (NADL) Pro-
gram: helps eligible Native American Veter-
ans finance the purchase, construction, or 
improvement of homes on Federal Trust 
Land, or reduce the interest rate on a VA 
loan.  

Adapted Housing Grants: help Veterans 
with a permanent and total service-
connected disability purchase or build an 
adapted home or to modify an existing 
home to account for their disability 

 

To learn more or to learn how to apply go to 
https://www.benefits.va.gov/homeloans/ 

 

 

County benefits throughout Ohio are benefits 
provided by the county in which you reside. They 

are provided by the County and are specific to 
those Veterans living within it.  

They are not the same from county to county. 
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Medina County Veterans Organizations Meeting Times and Places 

May 1—Loyalty Day  

May 8—VE Day 

May 9—Veterans Service Commission meeting 
4: 00 PM 

May 12—Mother’s Day 

May 18—Armed Forces Day, Candlelight Vigil , 
Medina Square 

May 26—Memorial Day Ceremony, Ohio West-
ern Reserve Cemetery 

May 27—Memorial Day 

 

Veterans Service Office Closed on:           

May 24-27 Memorial Day Weekend 

June 6—D-Day  

June 13—Veterans Service Commission meeting 
4: 00 PM 

June 14—Flag Day  

June 14—US Army 2434th Birthday 

June 16—Father’s Day 

June 18—Blue Tip Parade, Wadsworth, Ohio  

June 25—Start of the Korean War 

 

July 4—Independence Day 

July 11—Veterans Service Commission 
meeting 4: 00 PM 

July 29 —Veterans Day at the   Medina 
County Fair 

July 29 to  August 4—SEE YOU  AT THE 
MEDINA  COUNTY FAIR .  

 

 

 

 

Veterans Service Office Closed on:   

July 4 Independence Day  

MAY JUNE JULY 

Dates to Remember 

*** If the information above is not correct please contact our office so that we may update it.  

*** The addresses listed above  are the physical address and not necessarily the mailing address.  

Organization Post # Address City Phone Meeting Times 

American Legion Post #234 FOP 716 West 130th St,  Brunswick (330) 618-1701 11:00 AM - First Thursday of each month 

American Legion Post #523 120 Bank St Lodi  (330) 948-1523 6:00 PM - Second Thursday of each month 

American Legion Post #202 620 N. Broadway St Medina   (330) 416-0792 7:00 PM - Fourth Monday of each month 

American Legion Post #170 129 Main St Wadsworth (330) 334-1119 7:00 PM - Second Monday of each month 

AMVETS Post #1990 620 N. Broadway St Medina   7:00 PM - First Monday of each month 

Blue Star Mothers of Medina  

County  
  1439 S. Carpenter Rd Brunswick  6:30 PM - Third Tuesday of each month 

Disabled American Veterans Chapter #72 620 N. Broadway St Medina   7:00 PM - Second Tuesday of each month 

MARINE Corps League DET #569 3916 Pearl Rd Medina  7:00 PM - Third Tuesday of each month 

Medina County Veterans  

Coalition 
     

Medina County Women of the  

Military 
  PO Box 1812,  Medina  mcwomilitary@yahoo.com  

Rolling Thunder Chapter #8 3916 Pearl Rd. Medina  2-4:00 PM - Second Sunday of each month 

Veterans of Foreign Wars  Post #9520 1439 S. Carpenter Rd Brunswick (330) 273-4892 7:00 PM - Second Monday of each month 

Veterans of Foreign Wars  Post #5137 3916 Pearl Rd Medina (330) 725-0884 7:00 PM - First Tuesday of each month 

Veterans of Foreign Wars  Post #8753 39 F Main St. Seville  8:30 PM - Third Thursday of each month 

Veterans of Foreign Wars  Post #1089 121 Main St Wadsworth (330) 336-5008 8:00 PM - Third Tuesday of each month 

Vietnam Veterans of America 
Chapter 

#385 
620 N. Broadway Medina   

7:00 PM - First Wednesday of each month        
(no meeting in July) 

This program is designed to educate disabled veterans and their fami-
lies on specific veterans' benefits and services. This outreach program 
generates considerable claims work on behalf of veterans and their 
families. NSOs, often aided by Department and Chapter Service Offic-
ers, travel to communities across the country to counsel and assist vet-
erans with development of evidence, completion of required applica-
tions and prosecution of claims for veterans benefits administered under 
federal, state and local laws.  

http://www.veteranscrisisline.net/Resources/SpreadTheWord.aspx
http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/medina-county-veterans-id-card
https://www.facebook.com/AMVETSPost1990/
http://www.davmembersportal.org/chapters/oh/72/default.aspx
http://mcwomilitary.weebly.com/
http://mcwomilitary.weebly.com/
mailto:mcwomilitary@yahoo.com
http://www.rollingthunderohio8.org/
http://vfw9520.org/?9505aeb8
http://medinavfw.com/
http://www.vva.org/VVAChapter385.html
http://www.dav.org/veterans/


This newsletter is provided as a 

courtesy only. The Medina County 
Veterans Commission does not 
endorse the content of these 
newsletters or of other organi-
zations' policies or products.  
The information provided here is 
for your personal use only and is 

in some cases reprinted for the 

sole purpose of the Veterans of 
Medina County. 

Your Newest Edition of The  
Medina County Veterans Newsletter 

 
Would you rather receive this in you email in-box?  

Go to our website at: www.medinacountyveterans.org and register today! 

Medina County Veterans Service Office 
 Our Mission  

Our Pledge  

When you come into the 
County Veterans Service 
Office you will be assisted 
by one of our knowledge-
able associates. The peo-
ple that work in the Medi-
na County Veterans Ser-
vice Office have a com-
passionate understanding 
of the problems which 
confront veterans, wid-
ows, widowers, and their 
families.  

 
We provide two basic ser-
vices: 
1. Temporary emergency 

financial aid and assis-
tance to eligible veter-
ans and family mem-
bers who have demon-
strated a need as set 
fourth by the commis-

sion. 
2. Assist veterans, family 

members and survivors 
when applying to the 
U.S. Department of Vet-
erans Affairs (VA) for 
benefits. 

Our assistance includes but is 
not limited to: 
Financial Assistance: 
a. Rent and mortgage pay-

ments 
b. Utilities: Gas, Electric 

and Water 
c. Food and personal Hy-

giene items 
d. Medical 
e. Transportation to and 

from VA Medical Cen-
ters in Cleveland, Parma 
and Akron, Ohio 

f. Grave markers and flags 

Service Assistance: 
a. Preparations of forms and 

paperwork 
b. Documentation of claims 

and pertinent data 
c. Proper submission of 

claims to the U.S. Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs 
thru a service organization 

d. Submission for awards 
decorations and medals 

e. Notary Public & DD 214 
Certification 

 
Our services are FREE of 
charge! 

210 Northland Dr. 
Medina, Ohio 44256 

Medina County 
Veterans Service Office 

 

 

Your Address Could Be Here! 

Medina County 
Veterans Newsletter 

Contact the Medina County Veterans Service Office 
210 Northland Dr.  - Medina, Ohio 44256 

 
Call:  330.722.9368    Toll Free: 844.722.3800 x-9368 FAX: 330.722.9378 
E-mail: veterans@medinacountyveterans.org 
Office Hours: Monday - Wednesday - Thursday - Friday   8:00 AM - 4:00 
PM - Tuesday 10:00 - 4:00 (Closed Noon – 1:00 PM for Lunch) 

http://www.medinacountyveterans.org
http://www.medinacountyveteransserviceoffice.org
mailto:veterans@medinacountyveterans.org

