
New Veterans Service Commissioners 

Sworn-in, January 3, 2018 

V OLUME  10 ,  I SSUE  3   

W INTER  2018  

Medina County 

Veterans Newsletter 

  MEDINA COUNTY VETERANS SERVICE OFFICE 

INSIDE THIS  ISSUE:  

Rod and Piston Show & 

Wags for Warriors 
2 

Service Officer Comments 3 

Four Chaplains 4 

Rod and Piston Show & 

Wags for Warriors (cont) 
5 

We want to hear your 

stories Medina Library 
6 

Salute to Service 7 

Veterans Banquet Invite 8 

Veterans Joint Coalition 9 

Chili Cook-off 10 

VA News Release 12 

Your Benefits 14 

Calendar 15 

The Honorable Kevin W. Dunn Me-

dina County Common Pleas Court 

Judge had the honor of swearing in 

two new Medina County Veterans 

Service Commissioners this past 

month. Mr. Joe Destro and Mr. Phil-

lip Grassa were sworn in on January 

3, 2018 as the newest Commissioners 

to the five person Commission that 

oversees the Medina County Veterans 

Service Office.  Destro who repre-

sents the American Veterans 

(AMVETS) on the commission and 

was  renominated for a second five 

year term. Grassa was sworn in to 

complete the final two years of a five 

year term left vacant with the sudden 

passing of Mr. Chuck Heller this past 

September. He represents the Ameri-

can Legion on the commission.  

 

When asked why he 

became interested in 

being on the Veter-

ans Service Com-

mission? Phil said, 

“I guess it started 

about ten to fifteen 

years ago when I 

joined the Veterans 

of Foreign Wars (VFW) and I started 

to realize how lucky I had been dur-

ing my military time.  So I started to 

get more involved, a pay it forward 

time for me. In talking to and see-

ing Vietnam veterans and their 

families struggling to make it day 

to day on life’s challenges (at no 

fault of their own) and the know-

ing that there were programs and 

organizations out there waiting to 

help. I thought how can I do some-

thing to make a difference?  After 

joining several organizations and 

learning more, I found out about 

the County Veterans Service Of-

fice (CVSO) and ALL that they 

do, I was impressed. When I heard 

about the  opening on the commis-

sion I decided that with my back-

ground and 
Continued on Page 9 

Pick up your 2018 

Edition of the Medina 

County Veterans 

Handbook today! 
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Our office can provide  
transportation for veterans 

to the following VA  
Healthcare facilities 

 
Wade Park Hospital 

Monday through Friday 
Parma CBOC 

Monday through Friday 
Akron CBOC 

Monday through Friday 
  

We ask that you make your ap-
pointments between the hours 

of 9:00 AM and NOON.  
 

(Tell them you are a van rider). 
 
 

VA Medical  

Centers  

Inpatient and Outpatient Care is 
Available at the  

Following Hospitals 
 

Wade Park Center 
10701 East Boulevard—

Cleveland, OH 44106 
Phone: (216) 791-3800 

Fax: (216) 421-3217 
For appointments or  

medication:  
(800) 379-8387 

 
Parma Community Based Clinic 

8787 Brookpark Rd. 
Parma, OH 44134 

Phone: (216) 739-7000 
 

Akron Community Based Clinic 
55 W. Waterloo 

Akron, OH 44319-1116 
Phone: (330) 724-7715 

 
EMERGENCY ROOM CARE IS 

AVAILABLE AT WADE PARK 24 
HOURS A DAY, SEVEN DAYS A 

WEEK. 
 

If you have an emergency you 
may want to consider going to 

the local hospital 

Cleveland, Ohio (November 10, 

2017) The Summit Racing Equip-

ment I-X Piston Powered Auto-

Rama announces its partnership 

with Wags 4 Warriors at the 52nd 

annual show, March 16 – 18, 2018 

in the DMZ at the I-X Center. 

At the show, Wags 4 Warriors will 

demonstrate service dogs that take 

care of our Veterans for a variety of 

needs from sleep disorders to sup-

plying much needed company. Indi-

viduals who have Post Traumatic 

Stress Disorder (PTSD), Complex-

Post Traumatic Stress Disorder 

(CPTSD) and/or Traumatic Brain 

Injury (TBI) symptoms, physical, 

neurological, psychological and/or 

mobility needs. 

Then join Wags 4 Warriors on Sat-

urday, March 17th at 3:00 pm as 

Veterans and their Service Dogs 

march to the Main Stage. This is a 

great opportunity to learn and see 

what Service Dogs can do to help 

our Veterans. You will find out 

what it takes to train a dog to be a 

Service Dog. Learn the commit-

ment the veteran needs to make to 

the program. See a demonstration 

of some of the training the dogs 

receive. Including the special train-

ing given to support a veteran’s 

special needs. Hear how having a 

Service Dog has changed the lives 

of Veterans for the better. Plus you 

will have an opportunity to meet 

the Veterans who gave so much. 

The DMZ (Display of Military Ve-

hicles Zone) will also feature and 

host the debut of the I-X Center’s 

Boeing KC-97 Stratofreighter. It is 

Cleveland’s largest and most pow-

erful Piston Powered vehicle with 

14,000 horsepower, 96 pistons and 

192 spark plugs. 
Continued on Page 5 

WAGS 4 WARRIORS TO BE FEATURED IN THE DMZ AT 

2018 SUMMIT RACING EQUIPMENT 

I-X PISTON POWERED AUTO-RAMA  

http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/Transportation
http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/Transportation
http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/Transportation
http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/Transportation
http://www.cleveland.va.gov/
http://www.cleveland.va.gov/locations/Parma.asp
http://www2.va.gov/directory/guide/facility.asp?ID=926
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A Message From the  
County Veterans  

Service Officer 

The New Year is upon 
us and it rolled in with 
a rather cold welcome. 
I truly hope everyone 
enjoyed time with their 

families and friends as we wel-
comed in the New Year. With the 
New Year comes new beginnings 
and new ideas. We welcome a 
new commissioner to our board 
and the reappointment of another. 
Mr. Phil Grassa will complete the 
remaining term for the American 
Legion which was left vacant with 
Mr. Chuck “Sarge” Heller’s passing 
last year.  Mr. Joe Destro was rein-
stated for a second term for the 
AMVETS. (See front cover article.)  

Our office is looking at a couple of 
new programs this year that may 
benefit our County’s veterans. As 
always we try to assist all veterans 
with whatever their needs maybe 
while staying within the require-
ments of the law. In 2017 alone we 
assisted more than 550 veterans 
and eligible family members with 
financial assistance. Filed 300 new 
claims and more than 200 supple-
mental claims with the Department 
of Veteran's Affairs (VA) for veter-
ans and family members. As well 
as provided more than 1,200 rides 
to and from the VA Medical Cen-
ters in Cleveland, Parma and Ak-

ron.  We had more than 3,000 vet-
erans and eligible family members 
come through our doors with either 
a question or issue that hopefully 
we were able to resolve or recom-
mend a resource for them. Alt-
hough we try very hard to assist all 
of our veterans there are time in 
which we just do not have a solu-
tion under the rules and regula-
tions to help. We are always look-
ing  for suggestions and recom-
mendations. Our Commission 
meets on the 2nd Thursday at 
4:00pm in our board room and the 
meeting is open to the public.  

The Vietnam Veterans of America 
(VVA) Chapter #385 of Medina 
County has announced it’s intent 
to apply for a state grant to refur-
bish the Medina County Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial on Northland 
Dr. in Medina, Ohio. In talking with 
Rick Pethtel the Chapter Com-
mander he says they want to up-
grade the drainage system under-
neath the bricks and redo the three 
triangular flower beds that are fall-
ing apart. The actual monolithic 
memorial piece in the center will 
not be touched. Rick stated that 
the Vietnam Veterans are not get-
ting any younger and they want to 
make sure the Memorial is in tip-
top shape when it is passed onto 
future generations. They are also 
looking for corporate and private 
sponsorships and hope to raise at 
least $125,000 for the project. 
Your tax deductible donations can 
be made to the Medina County 
Veterans Memorial Fund (501c3), 
3698 Center Road, Brunswick, 
Ohio 44212. 

 

Respectfully 

Veterans Service 
Officer  
Medina County, Ohio 

You can purchase your  

commemorative coin for $10.00. All 

proceeds go to the  

Medina County Veterans Memorial 

Fund. 

Commemorative Coin 

Front-side 

Back-side 
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Appointments will be available on  
Mondays & Wednesdays at the Profes-
sional Building on 120 W. Washington St, 
Room 3-C on the third floor. 
To schedule an appointment call 
(440) 845-5023. 

Employment  Resource Center 

For job posting and employment resources go to our webpage at 

http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/category-3BD68C39-16A0-

4E16-8D92-738A1C9AC11A.aspx 

The Four Chaplains Ceremony 2018 – Medina, Ohio 

Remembering the 75th Anniversary of the Heroism Of 

Four Men of God in World War II 

Medina United Church of Christ, Congregational 

217 E Liberty St, Medina, Ohio 44256 

Thursday, February 1, 2018 

http://www.va.gov/homeless/nationalcallcenter.asp
http://www.suicidepreventionlifeline.org/
http://veteranscrisisline.net/
http://www.va.gov/directory/guide/facility.asp?ID=5447
http://www.va.gov/directory/guide/facility.asp?ID=5447
http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/Medals-Military-Records
https://www.vfw.org/
http://www.veteranscrisisline.net/Resources/SpreadTheWord.aspx
http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/category-3BD68C39-16A0-4E16-8D92-738A1C9AC11A.aspx
http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/category-3BD68C39-16A0-4E16-8D92-738A1C9AC11A.aspx
http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/medina-county-veterans-id-card
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These 96 pis-

tons made this go and it’s going to 

be debuted at show. The Boeing 

KC-97 Stratofreighter is a United 

States strategic tanker aircraft-

based on the Boeing C-97 

Stratofreighter. It was succeeded 

by the Boeing KC-135 Stratotank-

er.  

The KC-97 Stratofreighter was an 

aerial refueling tanker variant of 

the C-97 Stratofreighter (which 

was itself based on the Boeing B-

29 Superfortress), greatly modi-

fied with all the necessary tanks, 

plumbing, and a flying boom. The 

cavernous upper deck was capable 

of accommodating oversize cargo 

accessed through a very large right

-side door. In addition, transferra-

ble jet fuel was contained in tanks 

on the lower deck (G-L models). 

Both decks were heated and pres-

surized for high altitude opera-

tions. 

Ohio, home to more than 67,000 

female veterans were recognized 

and celebrated at the 2017 show. 

The Navy, Army, Air Force, Coast 

Guard, Ohio Military Reserve, 

Young Marines, VA Women’s 

Health Program, VSO, USO, 

DAV, VFW, VVA and the 50th 

Commemoration of the Vietnam 

War stood guard at the show as 

they collected donations benefit-

ting female Veterans at the Louis 

Stokes Cleveland VA Medical 

Center and Outpatient Clinics. 

Guest Speaker, Kristina Marie 

Jones, RN, BSN, MPH & TM; 

Program Manager at the VA 

Women’s Health Clinic, addressed 

the crowd on Saturday at the 

show. 

 

Ticket Pricing 

Tickets go on sale on Black Fri-

day, November 24, 2017 - $20 for 

adults with kids 12 and under 

free. 

Discounted tickets are $18 and 

available at Summit Racing 

Equipment in Tallmadge and se-

lect Discount Drug Mart store 

locations. The show offers their 

deepest discount to the Military 

and groups of 10 or more. 

MILITARY DISCOUNT 

WITH VALID MILITARY ID: 

Limit 6 tickets: At I-X Center 

Box Office only. 

General Admission at Show $15* 

Kids 12 and Under FREE 

*Eligible member or spouse (but 

not both) may purchase up to 6 

tickets, provided one is used by 

the purchasing member/spouse. 

Tickets are available to active and 

retired U.S. military personnel 

(including active and retired 

members of the United States 

Coast Guard, National Guard and 

Reservists) or their spouses. Must 

show Current, Retired or Depend-

ent Military ID to receive dis-

count. Veterans must show 

DD214 or a VA Medical Card. 

About Wags for Warriors 

Wags 4 Warriors is a 501(c)(3)

Nonprofit Organization based in 

Northeast Ohio. W4W was Co-

founded by Frank & Jen De-

Lorenzo. The organization was 

started to help service men and 

women that have been affected by 

their combat experience. We 

work with local rescue organiza-

tions to match the veteran with an 

appropriate dog and provide all of 

the training and support for the 

dog to become the veterans ser-

Continued From Page 2 vice dog at NO COST to the vet-

eran. The service dogs can be 

trained for all kinds of tasks to 

help the Veteran get through the 

day. Veterans that are Service 

Connected for PTSD, TBI, MST 

or other service connected disa-

bilities may be eligible for the 

program. 

About the I-X Piston Powered 

Auto-Rama 

The I-X Piston Powered Auto-

Rama is the largest indoor show-

case of custom cars, trucks, an-

tique construction equipment, 

motorcycles, tractors, planes, mil-

itary equipment and more of its 

kind in the world. Each year the 

weekend-long event fills more 

than one million square feet of 

space with over 1,000 vehicles at 

the I-X Center in Cleveland, 

Ohio. For more information 

please call 216-265-7223 (RACE) 

or visit pistonpowershow.com. 

About the I-X Center 

The International Exposition (I-

X) Center in Cleveland, Ohio is 

one of the nation’s premier exhi-

bition facilities. It is the largest 

single building convention center 

in the United States, comprised of 

2.2 million sq. ft., including more 

than one million sq. ft. of flexible 

presentation space. I-X Center is 

conveniently located adjacent to 

Cleveland Hopkins International 

Airport, just 15 minutes south-

west of downtown Cleveland, 

with nearby hotels and secure on-

site parking for more than 7,000 

vehicles. 

The I-X Center has hosted more 

than 1,500 events attracting 50 

million visitors during the past 30 

years.  
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"The Medina County District Library is looking for volunteers to speak at its monthly Vet-

erans' Roundtable. While we previously heard from veterans of World War 2, we are 

now looking to hear from any America veterans with interesting stories.  The Veterans' 

Roundtable begins in March and runs through November. All meetings begin at 7pm 

and are held at the Medina Library on the first Monday of the month, unless otherwise 

noted.  

 

The Meeting dates for 2018 are: March 5th, 

April 2nd, May 7th, June 4th, July 2nd, August 

6th, September 10th, October 8th, November 

5th. 

 

If you are interested in speaking to our group, please call Dan Holahan at the 

Medina Library: 330.725.0588" 

Calling All Veterans; We want to hear your stories! 
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Medina County Veterans Coalition 

High School Medallions (150) were ordered for 2018, there was 

an increase in the number of graduates that went into service this 

past year. Thanks for our young heroes.  

UPCOMING EVENTS:  

 Coalition Meeting- January 20th  Medina VFW 5137  11am 

 Cleveland I-X Center Piston Powered AutoRama - March 15 

thru 18th, 2018  

 Banquet- March 17th, 2018 Dave Taylor is looking to have 

“Soldiers of History” to perform.  

P AGE  9  M EDINA COUNTY  VETERANS  NEWSLETTER  

knowledge I 

realized that this is where I can 

really make a difference.  So 

making a long story short, I ap-

plied and here I am.  I look for-

ward to working with and serv-

ing my fellow veterans here in 

Medina County.”  

 

Joe Destro 

who will be 

sworn in for 

his second 

term said, “It 

is hard to 

express how 

excited I am 

to have been 

selected to serve as a Commis-

sioner of Veterans Service for 

Medina County.  After my dis-

charge from the Army it took 

me years to realize what re-

sources and services were actu-

ally available to veterans.   I 

learned the hard way that ad-

justing to a civilian life style 

after military service is harder 

than one thinks.  It is my intent 

to find as many ways as possi-

ble to connect veterans to the 

services and resources they are 

entitled to as soon as possible 

once they return to Medina 

County.  The quicker we can 

connect veterans to the re-

sources and services they have 

earned, the sooner we can help 

improve the quality of life for 

them and their families.” 

Both Destro and Grassa are 

lifelong Medina County resi-

dents and look forward to serv-

ing our Veterans.  

Continued on Front Cover 
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This program is designed to educate disabled veterans and their fami-
lies on specific veterans' benefits and services. This outreach program 

generates considerable claims work on behalf of veterans and their 

families. NSOs, often aided by Department and Chapter Service Of-
ficers, travel to communities across the country to counsel and assist 

veterans with development of evidence, completion of required appli-

cations and prosecution of claims for veterans benefits 

administered under federal, state and local laws.  

http://www.dav.org/veterans/
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October and has served more 

than 16,000 callers. 

 Vice President Pence has also 

been critical to every initiative 

involving Veterans. He per-

sonally led our Veterans Day 

ceremony at Arlington and 

demonstrated his concern for 

Veterans by supporting and 

attending Honor Flight cere-

monies and events such as the 

Wounded Warrior bicycle 

ride. 

 Thanks to all the Members of 

Congress for making 2017 a 

legislative success for Veter-

ans. With the unwavering sup-

port and leadership of our VA 

committees, Congress support-

ed and passed groundbreaking 

legislation on VA Accounta-

bility, Appeals Reform, the 

Forever GI Bill, Veterans 

Choice Improvements, and 

Personnel Improvements and 

Extension of Choice funding. 

 Thanks also to my fellow Cab-

inet Secretaries and leaders of 

Administrations for their de-

partments and agencies sup-

port: 

 Department of Defense: We 

are partnering on a new Elec-

tronic Medical Record and 

shared purchasing to better 

serve both Veterans and Ser-

vice Members and best use 

taxpayer resources. 

 Housing and Urban Develop-

ment: Together, VA and HUD 

helped house over 61,000 

homeless Veterans last year 

alone. 

 Department of Energy: With 

DoE assistance, we’ve 

launched an important Veter-

ans Brain Health Initiative and 

Big Data Super Computing to 

expand dramatically our re-

search into Veterans’ health. 

 Department of Labor: Work-

ing together, the unemploy-

ment rate for Veterans has 

dropped to 2.6%, the lowest in 

17 years. 

 Department of Education: 

With DoE’s support, VA 

helped enable more than 1 

million Veterans to use the GI 

Bill in 2017. 

 Health and Human Services: 

Our collaborations have led 

620,000 Veterans to partici-

pate in precision medicine ini-

tiatives, achieve a reduction of 

36% in the use of opioids, and 

produce over 10,000 research 

papers that will help us better 

serve Veterans and all Ameri-

cans. 

 Department of State: Thanks 

to DoS for coordinating the 

visits of dignitaries from 16 

countries to the Department of 

Veterans Affairs. 

 The Department of Justice has 

assisted with revising and co-

ordinating new 

2017 has been a year of accom-

plishments for the Department of 

Veterans Affairs and this is a 

perfect time to reflect on, 

acknowledge, and 

thank all of those who have ena-

bled our many accomplishments 

for Veterans during this past 

year. We owe so much to our 

Nation’s leaders and others in 

and outside of government for 

supporting and enabling im-

provements to the ways in which 

we serve Veterans: 

 First and foremost, let me 

express my gratitude to 

President Trump. His leader-

ship and vision have driven 

and inspired VA to better 

care for Veterans and their 

families. Among his many 

supportive acts and leader-

ship initiatives, he has 

signed 9 bills to improve our 

ability to serve Veterans, as 

well as one Executive Order 

and three Presidential Proc-

lamations; he has personally 

participated in and led six 

events honoring Veterans, 

and he has kept their inter-

ests foremost in the minds of 

all Americans by mentioning 

their service and sacrifices 

in 25 of his public speeches. 

He was the driving force 

behind the White House 

Hotline for Veterans, which 

opened for 24-7 service in 

Message from VA Secretary David Shulkin; VA Accomplishments in 2017 
Secretary Shulkin provided a year-end statement focused on VA accomplishments for 2017 

Continued on Page 9 
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million community care ap-

pointments, a 42 percent in-

crease over 2016. 

These and other collaborations 

have helped VA make significant 

progress in serving Veterans and 

their families. We have become 

more transparent by posting wait 

times for Veterans’ appointments, 

Veterans’ satisfaction with VA 

care and services, facility quality 

scores and accountability actions. 

We’ve reduced dropped calls to 

our Veterans Crisis Line from 35% 

percent to less than 1 percent, en-

sured Veterans have same-day ac-

cess to primary and mental health 

care at all our care facilities, iden-

tified 430 unused and under-

utilized facilities for disposal, and 

improved claims processing times 

by 18 percent in 2017. 

All of these accomplishments have 

resulted in raising Veteran “Trust” 

Scores from a low of 46% in 2014 

to 70% today. 

But we still have much work to do, 

and we at VA look forward to the 

continued support and leadership 

of President Trump, Members of 

Congress, Veterans Service Or-

ganizations, and all Americans as 

we fulfill Lincoln’s famous words 

“to care for him who shall have 

borne the battle, and for his wid-

ow, and his orphan.” 

As the year comes to a close, may 

God bless each and every one of 

you, and may God continue to 

bless this wonderful country of 

ours. 

Telehealth reg-

ulations and 

regulations for prescriptions 

to improve Veterans’ access 

to care and medications. 

 The Department of Interior 

helped provide employment 

opportunities for Veterans 

through the Park Ranger 

Internship Program. 

 The Small Business Admin-

istration almost doubled the 

goal of 10 percent of federal 

contracts with Service Disa-

bled Veteran Owned Busi-

ness by achieving 19 per-

cent. 

 And thanks to our partners 

in the private sector for help-

ing provide Veterans’ care. 

In 2017, VA authorized 6.1 

Continued from Page 8 
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 Military Awards and Decorations and 

Records Request 

 

Requests for the issuance or replace-

ment of military service medals, deco-

rations, and awards should be directed 

to the specific branch of the military in 

which the veteran served. However, for 

Air Force (including Army Air Corps) 

and Army personnel, the National Per-

sonnel Records Center will verify the 

awards to which a veteran is entitled 

and forward the request with the verifi-

cation to the appropriate service depart-

ment for issuance of the medals. The 

eVetRecs website at: 

http://www.archives.gov/st-

louis/military-personnel/public/awards-

and-decorations.html#army is preferred 

for requesting medals and awards. Pro-

vide as much information as possible in 

the comments field. Should you prefer 

to submit your request using a SF-180 

then provide as much information as 

possible and send the form to the appro-

priate address from the following ta-

bles: please include your military ser-

vice number, your Social Security 

Number, a copy of your separation pa-

pers (DD-214 or WDAGO 53-55), your 

complete mailing address and daytime 

phone number. Generally, there is no 

charge for medal or award replace-

ments. The length of time to receive a 

response or your medals and awards 

varies depending upon the branch of 

service sending the medals.  

 

Cold War Recognition Certificate: the 

Secretary of Defense approved award-

ing Cold War Recognition Certificates 

to all members of the armed forces and 

qualified federal government civilian 

personnel who faithfully served the 

United States during the Cold War era, 

from Sept. 2, 1945, to Dec. 26, 1991. 

 

Y 

o 

u 

r 
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State benefits are provided by the State of Ohio 
and are available to ail Veterans that are state 

residents. 

Federal benefits come from the Federal Govern-
ment and apply equally to all Veterans across the 

country. 

Our office is trained to assist you in applying for and pursuing any benefit from Medina County, the State of Ohio or the Federal Government. 

Ohio War Orphans Scholarship 

Overview 

What is it? The Ohio War Orphans 

Scholarship Program awards tuition 

assistance to the children of deceased or 

severely disabled Ohio veterans who 

served in the armed forces during a 

period of declared war or conflict. 

Who is eligible? To receive War  Or-

phans Scholarship benefits, a student 

must be enrolled for full-time under-

graduate study and pursuing an associ-

ate or bachelor's degree at an eligible 

Ohio college or university. Ohio resi-

dency is required. Applicants must be 

under the age of 25. 

How much aid is available? Scholar -

ship benefits cover a portion of instruc-

tional and general fee charges at two 

and four-year public institutions and a 

portion of these charges at eligible pri-

vate colleges and universities. 

How do I apply? Application is made 

to the Ohio Department of Higher Edu-

cation, State Grants and Scholarships 

Department. 

Where do I get an application? Go 

to: 

https://www.ohiohighered.org/sites/ohi

ohighered.org/files/uploads/sgs/war-

orphans/war-orphans-scholarship-

application_121216b.pdf 

to get the application. Applications are 

also available at the Ohio Department 

of Higher Education, State Grants and 

Scholarships Department, High School 

guidance offices, Veterans Service Of-

fices, and College Financial Aid Offic-

es. 

For more information, contact Ramah 

Church at (614) 752-9528 or 

rchurch@highered.ohio.gov. 

VA Education Programs   

 

Many benefits are available to advance 

the education and skills of Veterans and 

Service members. Spouses and family 

members may also be eligible for edu-

cation and training assistance in fact, 25 

percent of those benefitting from VAs 

education programs are Non-Veterans. 

Some might find they're eligible for 

more than one benefit or that one pro-

gram is more suited to certain education 

and training goals than another. 

Learn about these and other education 

and training programs administered by 

VA or start your application now: 

 The Post-9/11 GI Bill offers higher 

education and training benefits to 

Veterans, Service members, and 

their families who served after 

Sept. 10, 2001. 

 The Montgomery GI Bill assists 

active duty and Reservists with the 

pursuit of higher education de-

grees, certificates, and other educa-

tion and training. 

These other VA education and training 

programs offer various education and 

training benefits or increased benefits to 

certain Reservists and Veterans and 

their survivors and dependents:  

 Reserve Educational Assistance 

Program 

 Veterans Educational Assistance 

Program 

 Survivors and Dependents Educa-

tional Assistance Program 

 National Testing Program 

 National Call to Service Program 

    

Call the VA: 

888-GIBILL-1 (888-442-4551). Call 

between 7 a.m. - 6 p.m. Central Time, 

Monday-Friday. 

County benefits throughout Ohio are benefits 
provided by the county in which you reside. They 

are provided by the County and are specific to 

those Veterans living within it.  

They are not the same from county to county. 

V OLUME  10 ,  I SSUE  3  

The deadline for the 2018-2019 

school year is May 15, 2018. 

http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/medals-military-records
http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/medals-military-records
https://www.archives.gov/st-louis/military-personnel/public/awards-and-decorations.html#army
https://www.archives.gov/st-louis/military-personnel/public/awards-and-decorations.html#army
https://www.archives.gov/st-louis/military-personnel/public/awards-and-decorations.html#army
http://www.medinacountyveteransserviceoffice.org/
https://www.ohiohighered.org/ohio-war-orphans
https://www.ohiohighered.org/sites/ohiohighered.org/files/uploads/sgs/war-orphans/war-orphans-scholarship-application_121216b.pdf
https://www.ohiohighered.org/sites/ohiohighered.org/files/uploads/sgs/war-orphans/war-orphans-scholarship-application_121216b.pdf
https://www.ohiohighered.org/sites/ohiohighered.org/files/uploads/sgs/war-orphans/war-orphans-scholarship-application_121216b.pdf
https://www.ohiohighered.org/sites/ohiohighered.org/files/uploads/sgs/war-orphans/war-orphans-scholarship-application_121216b.pdf
mailto:rchurch@highered.ohio.gov
http://www.benefits.va.gov/gibill/education_programs.asp
http://www.benefits.va.gov/gibill/apply.asp
http://www.benefits.va.gov/gibill/post911_gibill.asp
http://www.benefits.va.gov/gibill/montgomery_bill.asp
http://www.benefits.va.gov/gibill/reap.asp
http://www.benefits.va.gov/gibill/reap.asp
http://www.benefits.va.gov/gibill/veap.asp
http://www.benefits.va.gov/gibill/veap.asp
http://www.benefits.va.gov/gibill/survivor_dependent_assistance.asp
http://www.benefits.va.gov/gibill/survivor_dependent_assistance.asp
http://www.benefits.va.gov/gibill/national_testing.asp
http://www.benefits.va.gov/gibill/national_call_to_service.asp
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Medina County Veterans Organizations Meeting Times and Places 

Feb 8—Veterans Service Commission Meeting 

Feb 14—Valentines Day 

Feb 19—Presidents Day 

Feb 23—Flag Raised on Iwo Jima 

Feb 13—Fat Tuesday 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Veterans Service Office Closed on: 

Feb 19—Presidents Day 

Mar 8—Veterans Service Commis-

sion  Meeting 

Mar 11—Daylight Savings Time 

Begins 

Mar 17—St. Patty’s Day 

Mar 17—Medina County Veterans 

Banquet 

Mar 16—18—Rod Piston Show at the IX Center 

March  29—Vietnam Veterans Recognition Day 

March 30—Good Friday  

 

Veterans Service Office Closed on: 

Mar 30—Good Friday 

Apr 1—Easter Sunday 

Apr 6—Persian Gulf War Ends 

Apr 12—Veterans Service Commission 

Meeting 

Apr 15—Tax Day 

 

 

 

FEBUARY MARCH APRIL 

Dates to Remember 

*** If the information above is not correct please contact our office so that we may update it.  

Become a  

Member  

Today! 

Organization Post # Address City Meeting Times Phone 

American Legion Post #234 FOP 716 West 130th St,  Brunswick 11:00 AM - First Thursday of each month  

American Legion Post #523 120 Bank St Lodi  6:00 PM - Second Thursday of each month (330) 948-1523 

American Legion Post #202 620 N. Broadway St Medina   7:15 PM - Fourth Monday of each month  

American Legion Post #170 129 Main St Wadsworth 7:00 PM - Second Monday of each month (330) 334-1119 

AMVETS Post #1990 620 N. Broadway St Medina  7:30 PM - Third Wednesday of each month  

Blue Star Mothers of Medina    1439 S. Carpenter Rd Brunswick 6:30 PM - Third Tuesday of each month  

Disabled American Veterans Chapter #72 620 N. Broadway St Medina  7:00 PM - Second Tuesday of each month  

Forty et Eight Voiture #601 Coppertop 5740 Center  Valley City 9:00 AM - Second Saturday of each month   

Korean War Veterans Assoc. Chapter #69 590 Rocky River Dr.  Berea 1:00 PM - Fourth Tuesday of each month  

MARINE Corps League DET #569 3916 Pearl Rd Medina 7:00 PM - Third Tuesday of each month  

Medina County Veterans       

Medina County Women of the    PO Box 1812,  Medina mcwomilitary@yahoo.com   

Rolling Thunder Chapter #8 3916 Pearl Rd. Medina 2-4:00 PM - Second Sunday of each month  

Veterans of Foreign Wars  Post #9520 1439 S. Carpenter Rd Brunswick 7:00 PM - Second Monday of each month (330) 273-4892 

Veterans of Foreign Wars  Post #5137 3916 Pearl Rd Medina 7:00 PM - First Tuesday of each month (330) 725-0884 

Veterans of Foreign Wars  Post #8753 39 F Main St. Seville 8:30 PM - Third Thursday of each month  

Veterans of Foreign Wars  Post #5563 6731 Center Rd. Valley City 7:00 PM - Second Monday of each month (330) 483-3792 

Veterans of Foreign Wars  Post #1089 121 Main St Wadsworth 8:00 PM - Third Tuesday of each month (330) 336-5008 

Vietnam Veterans of America 
Chapter 

#385 
620 N. Broadway Medina  

7:00 PM - First Wednesday of each month        
(no meeting in July) 

 

From whence shall we expect the approach of danger? Shall 

some trans-Atlantic military giant step the earth and crush 

us at a blow? Never. All the armies of Europe and 

Asia...could not by force take a drink from the Ohio River or 

make a track on the Blue Ridge in the trial of a thousand 

years. No, if destruction be our lot we must ourselves be its author and 

finisher. As a nation of free men we will live forever or die by suicide. 

Abraham Lincoln 

http://www.davmembersportal.org/chapters/oh/72/default.aspx
http://mcwomilitary.weebly.com/
mailto:mcwomilitary@yahoo.com
http://www.rollingthunderohio8.org/
http://vfw9520.org/?9505aeb8
http://medinavfw.com/
http://www.vva.org/VVAChapter385.html


This newsletter is provided as a 

courtesy only. The Medina County 
Veterans Commission does not 
endorse the content of these 
newsletters or of other organi-
zations' policies or products.  
The information provided here is 
for your personal use only and is 

in some cases reprinted for the 
sole purpose of the Veterans of 
Medina County. 

Your Newest Edition of The  

Medina County Veterans Newsletter 
 

Would you rather receive this in you email in-box?  

Go to our website at: www.medinacountyveterans.org and register today! 

Medina County Veterans Service Office 

 Our Mission  

Our Pledge  

When you come into the 
County Veterans Service 
Office you will be assisted 
by one of our knowledge-
able associates. The peo-
ple that work in the Medi-
na County Veterans Ser-
vice Office have a com-
passionate understanding 
of the problems which 
confront veterans, wid-
ows, widowers, and their 
families.  

 

We provide two basic ser-

vices: 

1. Temporary emergency 

financial aid and assis-

tance to eligible veter-

ans and family mem-

bers who have demon-

strated a need as set 

fourth by the commis-

sion. 

2. Assist veterans, family 

members and survivors 

when applying to the 

U.S. Department of Vet-

erans Affairs (VA) for 

benefits. 

Our assistance includes but is 

not limited to: 

Financial Assistance: 

a. Rent and mortgage pay-

ments 

b. Utilities: Gas, Electric 

and Water 

c. Food and personal Hy-

giene items 

d. Medical 

e. Transportation to and 

from VA Medical Centers 

in Cleveland, Parma and 

Akron, Ohio 

f. Grave markers and flags 

Service Assistance: 

a. Preparations of forms and 

paperwork 

b. Documentation of claims 

and pertinent data 

c. Proper submission of 

claims to the U.S. Depart-

ment of Veterans Affairs 

thru a service organization 

d. Submission for awards 

decorations and medals 

e. Notary Public & DD 214 

Certification 

 

Our services are FREE of 

charge! 

210 Northland Dr. 
Medina, Ohio 44256 

Medina County 
Veterans Service Office 

 

 

Your Address Could Be Here! 

Medina County 

Veterans Newsletter 

Contact the Medina County Veterans Service Office 
210 Northland Dr.  - Medina, Ohio 44256 

 

Call:  330.722.9368    Toll Free: 844.722.3800 x-9368 FAX: 330.722.9378 
E-mail: veterans@medinacountyveterans.org 

Office Hours: Monday - Wednesday - Thursday - Friday   8:00 AM - 4:00 

PM - Tuesday 10:00 - 4:00 (Closed Noon – 1:00 PM for Lunch) 

http://www.medinacountyveterans.org
http://www.medinacountyveteransserviceoffice.org
mailto:veterans@medinacountyveterans.org

