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Medina County, 9/11 Memorial Breaks
Ground; Dedication Set For July 2018
As you may remember United Airlines Flight 93 flew over southwestern Medina County
that morning as we
went about our day,
Today's youth under
the age of 20 either
were not alive or
don't
remember
these events. This Memorial will be
one way to show them a piece of history that changed our way of life. It is
our hope that all communities
throughout Medina County will recognize this Memorial as a symbol of
our perseverance and unity. We do
not want the
events of 9/11
to be reduced to
a paragraph in a
history book.
Innocent people
died, the country united as one.
The Memorial will include a 9-footlong I-beam from the North Tower the bolt heads are two inches wide.
To see the twisted sections and know
that it took thousands of degrees of
heat to melt steel that thick is almost
mind-boggling. A local artist has designed an open metal sculpture representing the Twin Towers. The beam

will be suspended through the
sculpture towers. Look for a display at the library and rec center
over the next couple of months.
See our GoFundMe page for more
pictures!
The cost to build the Medina 9/11
Memorial will be $85,000. Our
fundraising goal is $100,000 so
that there will be small nest egg for
future maintenance needs. We will
give that extra money to the city,
and it will be dedicated to the memorial. Once it is built, Medina
City will own and take care of it.
How the Beam came to
Medina County
Towards the end of 2009, Medina
Mayor Jane Leaver asked Rotarian
Bill Cohen if the Medina Rotary
Club could put together an
"entrance to the city" welcome
sign with placards of community
service groups. Kelly Low was
President
of
Continued on Page 8
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VA Medical
Centers
Inpatient and Outpatient Care is
Available at the
Following Hospitals
Wade Park Center
10701 East Boulevard—
Cleveland, OH 44106
Phone: (216) 791-3800
Fax: (216) 421-3217
For appointments or
medication:
(800) 379-8387
Parma Community Based Clinic
8787 Brookpark Rd.
Parma, OH 44134
Phone: (216) 739-7000
Akron Community Based Clinic
55 W. Waterloo
Akron, OH 44319-1116
Phone: (330) 724-7715
EMERGENCY ROOM CARE IS
AVAILABLE AT WADE PARK 24
HOURS A DAY, SEVEN DAYS A
WEEK.
If you have an emergency you
may want to consider going to
the local hospital

Our office can provide
transportation for veterans
to the following VA
Healthcare facilities
Wade Park Hospital
Monday through Friday
Parma CBOC
Monday through Friday
Akron CBOC
Monday through Friday
We ask that you make your appointments between the hours
of 9:00 AM and NOON.
(Tell them you are a van rider).

The History of the Challenge Coin
If you have spent anytime in or
near the military you have
heard of a military challenge
coin. They’ve been an American military tradition for years,
meant to instill unit pride, improve esprit de corps and reward hard work and excellence.
Challenge coins represent anything from a small unit to the
offices of top leaders, such as
the defense secretary. Challenge coins can also be made
for special events, anniversaries
and even to commemorate nonmilitary places and events.
Many people, military and ci-

vilian alike, display their coins
proudly in their office or
home.
There are many rumors as to
how the giving and receiving
of a challenge coin got started
and became a tradition. However there is no official historical military information on it.
Probably be- Continued on Page 5

Challenge Coins to Help Restore Vietnam Veterans
Memorial and Build 911 Memorial; to Honor Service
of Those that Served and Sacrificed.
Two new Challenge
Coins have been minted and are
being sold. The first one celebrates Medina County’s military heritage over the past 200
hundred years and celebrates
our Bicentennial. Funds from
that coin will be used to help
offset the cost to rebuild and
refurbish the Medina County
Vietnam Veterans Memorial.
The second is to help build and
support the Medina County 911
Memorial (see article on page
8).
The Bicentennial Coin
was designed for the Medina

County Veterans Memorial
Fund and honors Medina
Counties rich history in service
to our Nation during times of
war. All proceeds from this
coin will benefit the restoration
of the Medina County Vietnam
Veterans Memorial on Northland Dr. in Medina.
The 911 Memorial
Coin was designed by the Rotary Club of Medina who is
heading up the building of the
911 Memorial near the Medina
Fire Station on North Huntington. The coin depicts Flight 93
which
flew Continued on Page 5
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A Message From the
County Veterans
As spring has sprung
and the busiest time of
the year for most Veterans and our organizations is among us.
We have several events listed in
this newsletter. This year, on
Armed Forces Day we will have a
table set up at the farmers market
on Medina Square. We are also
planning several veterans benefits
briefs around the county in the upcoming months.
We hope by the time this newsletter comes out everyone has put in
their order for the cemetery flags.
Remember we are closed the Friday before Memorial Day.
There are many changes going on
within the VA especially at the
most senior levels. Privatization of
healthcare, Appeals Modernization
and so on. It is very confusing for
Veterans and family members
alike to know what is good and
what is bad for us. Understandably
so, but remember opinions are just
that, I have mine as well and others have theirs. I do know one
thing there are a lot of very good
and dedicated people that work
very hard to try an do the very best
for our veterans with the scope of
the laws they are given. Yes all
organizations have their share of

bad people, out to make a buck.
None the less Veterans and the
benefits we earned should not be
a political joystick to jerk around as
some see fit. We need to all stand
up for what we have earned.
Please feel free to contact me if
you have any questions at all. I
surely don’t have all the answers
but together maybe we can figure
something out and hopefully assist
in working through the issues together.
We will be sending out service officer packets for the posts in the
next month or so. These packets
are designed for your post service
officer to be able to resource information for your members. As always we do not recommend that
your post service officer file claims
on behalf of your members or veterans. Our office staff is trained
and has the knowledge to do this.
It is what we do! Please refer your
members and their eligible family
members to our office so that we
can assist. We are accredited to
file claims on behalf of all the service organizations in the Cleveland
Regional office.
Lastly, I want to take this time to
wish everyone a safe and memorable Memorial Day and summer.
Take time to remember those that
are no longer with us and the sacrifices they have made. We hope
to see everyone out and about at
one of the many events going on,
whether it is remembering our sacrifices or celebrating 200 years of
our heritage. Medina is a “Great
place to be a Veteran” and that’s
because of all of you.
Respectfully
Veterans Service
Officer
Medina County, Ohio
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Medina County Veterans
Service Commission
Randall Schmidt; President
Joseph Destro; Vice President
Jim Kulas; Secretary
Jim Hoessle; Commissioner
Phillip Grassa; Commissioner
Office Staff
Director / Service Officer
Edward Zackery
1SG, U.S. Army (retired)
Office Manager / Veterans
Benefits Consultant
Jennafer Slonaker
Administrative Specialist /
Veterans Benefits Consultant
Deborah Connelly
Out-Reach Specialist
Sue Boggs
Receptionist
Fran Amsden
Contact Information
Phone: (330) 733-9368
Email:
veterans@medinacountyveterans.org
Website:
www.medinacountyveterans.org
Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/MedinaCou
ntyVeteransServiceOffice/
Address:
210 Northland Dr
Medina, Ohio 44256
***Public Meetings: 2nd Thursday of
every month at 4:00PM.
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Appointments will be available on
Mondays & Wednesdays at the Professional Building on 120 W. Washington St,
Room 3-C on the third floor.
To schedule an appointment call
(440) 845-5023.

Employment Resource Center
For job posting and employment resources go to our webpage at
http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/category-3BD68C39-16A04E16-8D92-738A1C9AC11A.aspx
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The History of the Challenge Coin (cont)
cause it was
an informal
and personal way to recognize
someone. There is a story of a
WWI Lieutenant who wanted
to thank his men and therefore
had a special silver coin minted
to give each of them. The coin
he wore around his neck ultimately saved his life when he
escaped as a prisoner of war
and used it as a form of identification. Others believe the tradi-

Continued From Page 2

tion started during the Vietnam
War, when an Army infantryrun club tried to keep noninfantrymen out by forcing
“outsiders” to buy drinks for
the whole bar if they couldn’t
prove they had been in combat.
The “proof” started with enemy bullets, then got a little out
of control with grenades, rockets and unexploded ordnance.
So a coin-sized item emblazoned with the unit’s insignia

became the accepted form of
proof. This tradition – now
known as a coin check – continues today, hence it being
called a “challenge” coin.
There are several stories of
how the time honored tradition
got started, whatever that may
be it continues today and has
become very popular for military members, veterans and
civilians alike.

Challenge Coins to Help Restore Vietnam Veterans Memorial and Build 911 Memorial; to Honor Service of Those that Served and Sacrificed. (cont)
Bicentennial Coin

Continued From Page 2

over Medina
County when it turned around
and was headed for Washington
DC, ultimately crashing in
Stonycreek Township, near Indian Lake and Shanksville.
The Vietnam Veterans
Chapter #385 as well as the Rotary Club of medina have ap-

911 Memorial Coin

plied for a state grant which is
part of a $2.62 Billion Capital
Bill, that has $65,000 set aside
for restoration of the Vietnam
Veterans
Memorial
and
$25,000 for the 9/11 Memorial.
The coins will be for sale at
various events around the

county and in our office. They
are $10.00 each or can be purchased in a set of three including the 50th Commemoration
Coin of the Vietnam War
(pictured on page Seven) for
$25.00.
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How to Contact Your
Ohio State Government
Representatives 2018
Stephen D. Hambley (R)
Ohio House of Representatives
Republican - District -069 77 S.
High St. 14th Floor Columbus, OH
43215-6111
Phone: 614-466-8140 Fax: 614719-3969
Email: district69@ohr.state.oh.us
http://www.ohiohouse.gov/stephend-hambley/contact
Darrell Kick (R)
Ohio House of Representatives
Republican - District -70 77 S. High
St. 11th Floor Columbus, OH
43215-6111
Phone: 614-466-2994 Fax: 614719-6997
Email: district70@ohr.state.oh.us
Larry Obhof (R)
Ohio Senate
Republican - District -022 Senate
Building Columbus, OH 43215
Phone: 614-466-7505
Email: SD22@senate.state.oh.us

Calling All Veterans; We want to hear your stories!
"The Medina County District Library is looking for volunteers to speak at its monthly
Veterans' Roundtable. While we previously heard from veterans of World War II, we
are now looking to hear from any America veterans with interesting stories. The Veterans' Roundtable begins in March and runs through November. All meetings begin at
7pm and are held at the Medina Library on the first Monday of the month, unless otherwise noted.
The Meeting dates for 2018 are: March 5th, April 2nd, May 7th, June 4th, July
2nd, August 6th, September 10th, October 8th, November 5th.
If you are interested in speaking to our group, please call Dan Holahan at the Medina Library:
330.725.0588
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Commemorative Coin

Front-side

Back-side
You can purchase your
commemorative coin for $10.00. All
proceeds go to the
Medina County Veterans Memorial
Fund.
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the Medina
Rotary
Club at the time. Bill and Kelly
started Looking at the best location on Route 18, as it is our
major entrance to Medina. Dennis Hanwell was elected Mayor
and began service in January
2010. Theoretically, Mayor
Hanwell has been working with
Kelly on this project since his
first day in office.
About a month later, Bill saw a
small advertisement in the Wall
Street Journal. Nonprofits or
government entities could apply
to the Port Authority of New
York and New Jersey to get a
piece of the remnants of the
Twin Towers. Bill and Kelly
agreed to go for it. Kelly filled
out a three-page application and
sent it off. We had no idea what
size of remnant we would be
awarded if any. The application
was no guarantee.
In the spring of 2011, we got
the call from New York City.
Kelly recalls, "I responded asking if the lady could Fedex it to
us at my home address. She
laughed and said, "No, I don't
think it can be Fedex’d!". I
thought, well, my dad has a
pickup truck- i wonder if that
would work. I was thinking that
I could drive out to New York
and pick it up. Again, she said
no, I think you're going to need
a flatbed.''
We were awarded a piece of
steel 9'3" long, 31 Inches tall
and 2 feet wide. The bolts have
2·inch-wide heads. It is an Ibeam from the North Tower,
weighing approximately 1 1/2
tons. Krakowski Trucking, of
Continued from Front Cover

Medina, donated a truck and
driver to go to JFK Airport in
New York City to pick up the
beam. It has been housed at
Standard Welding in Medina.
No better place to store the
steel than at a steel fabrication
company. The beam arrived in
Medina in late summer, 2011.
Local architect Bob Arnold of
Arnold Architectural Strategies
came up with the original design for a memorial and assisted with trying to find a good
location. Several years passed
trying to secure land for the
entrance sign / memorial.
Meanwhile,
both Bill and
Jane
were
struck
with
cancer ·Bill, of
the liver, and
Jane, of the
lungs.
Both
succumbed in
2014 about a month apart. On
his deathbed at Hospice of Medina County, Kelly promised
him she would see this built.
Ultimately, no locations were
successful, and we were back
to square one: looking for a
location on Rt. 18.
Moving off Route 18 impacted
the project by reducing it from
both an entrance to the city and
the memorial to being solely a
9/11 Memorial. In March 2011
someone suggested that we
look at the property next to
Fire Station #1 on Huntington
Street. It is city property and is
not suitable for building. It is
surrounded on two sides by
residential areas, Huntington
Street and the fire station. The

firefighters care for the land
and mow the grass. After
walking the property, it was
agreed that it would be a wonderful spot, especially considering the first responders who
were involved in 9/11and one
block away are the offices of
Medina County Veterans Services.
In 2017, Mr. Arnold had to
resign from the project and
again we were back to square
one (on the design front). We
asked several local landscape
design companies to submit
designs. Medina Rotary Club
members chose the winning
design and both Mayor Hanwell and the Parks Director
agreed. Landscaping, of Medina, will do almost all the work.
Simmons Brothers Construction will build the pavilion and
assist where needed.
Great Lakes Construction has
donated a piece of granite 9'x 3
l/2'x 2' which will be used in
the Memorial to provide information about the events of
September 11, 2001. There
will also be walking paths, a
pavilion, park benches and picnic tables. Several aspects of
the design reflect our county's
small connection to flight 93.
Some of Kelly and Bill's original goals include:
1. getting everyone in the
county involved--it's not
just Medina City it is a
countywide memorial
2. getting children involved
and educating them about
our reality, our stories--
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what we felt to know that
our country was attacked
that day and how it has
changed the American way
of life
3. showcasing a true remnant
of a 1,368 foot tall building
to provide a dose of the reality of the destruction that
day
4. providing information for
future generations
5. creating a serene, parklike
setting where, with a pavilion, walking paths and
benches, school children
and others could go, learn,
remember and contemplate
what happened that day.
People who had been first responders or in the military were
called into action that day-and
some gave their lives for it.
Many people joined first responder organizations and the
military because of 9/11. We do
not want the events of 9/11 to
be reduced to a paragraph in a
history book. We hope that the
Medina 9/11 Memorial will
provide some hands-on education for future generations. Join
us in this project!
Please direct all questions,
comments or suggestions to
medinarotary@gmal.com.
Thank you!
How can you be Part of the
Medina 9111 Memorial?
First, think of a first responder
or Veteran whom you know

personally - you can honor
them In several ways through
the following options. Do it for
those who perished that day
and to educate future generations. Donate in honor of the
unity and perseverance of our
country in the war against terrorism. We welcome everyone
to be part of making this Medina 9/11 Memorial come to lifeevery donation counts!


Buy-a-Brick program -4x8
($50) or 8x8 ($150) www.ezengraver.com/m91
1m



Go Fund Me tax deductible
donations
www.gofundme.com/m911
m



Country Flags {people
from over 60 countries
died on 9/11) $ 25 (donate
at GoFundMe and specify
"Country Flags")



Medina 9/11 Memorial
Challenge Coin - for sale
soon. $ 10



Sponsorships (see link to
the left-- tax deductible) including park benches and
picnic tables, sponsoring
the Beam preparation, the
sculpture, landscaping and
pavilion.



July 27h Private Luncheon
with Green Beret Chris
Spencer - only 20 tickets
will go on sale May 1. $
500 per person.



July 27th Dinner and
Presentation with Green
Beret Chris Spence - only
300 tickets on sale May 1.
$ 60 per person.



Send cash or a check payable to Auditor Kovack
Community Fund, to The
Medina Rotary Club, Po
Box 381, Medina, Ohio,
44258- c/o Medina 9/11
Memorial (also tax deductible)



**Chris Spence is a Retired Green Beret who was
one of the first troops deployed to Afghanistan in
response to the terrorist
attack (which the recent
movie "12 Strong" portrays).

9/11 History Book Project is
free:
We ask citizens of Medina
County to email the Medina
Rotary Club their own personal stories and memories of
September 11, 2001. With a
collection of these stories, a
booklet will be created to be
sold as a fundraiser with proceeds providing a copy for all
future Medina County students. Email stories to:
medinarotary@gmail.com
Continued on Page 10
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Medina County Veterans Coalition
The next Medina County Veterans Coalition meeting will be Saturday,
May 12, 21018 at 11:00AM at the Brunswick VFW on Carpenter Rd.
Congratulations to David Bilinovich and Sherry Bilinovich for being selected as
the Medina County's 2018 Veteran of the Year and Veterans Advocate of the Year.
David Bilinovich is a retired U.S. Marine Corps Master Sergeant serving in infantry, reconnaissance, instructor
and special assignments for twenty-three years. His duties included
working at American embassies in charge of security detachments, including Rangoon, Burma during a civil war in 1989 when his wife and
son were evacuated and he remained behind.
He has an Associate of Science degree in computer information and a
BS degree in organizational behavior. He was a National Service Officer
for the Cleveland DAV office, retiring in 2012. He is a member of DAV
Chapter 72 having served in many capacities, including Chapter Commander from 2010-2013.
From 2016-2017 David was the State Commander of the DAV, a
high-ranking position few Veterans have achieved in Medina County,
and was responsible for 38,000 DAV members in Ohio. As state commander he traveled extensively to local chapters to reach Vets at the
“grass level”. When his travel budget ran out, he used his personal
funds. He revised state office procedures to cut costs, created a statewide electronic newsletter, streamlined annual conferences to focus on
critical skills training and used analytical methods to assess all the DAV
chapters to provide help for chapters languishing in certain areas.
Continued on next Page

Everyone
is invited
to the Groundbreaking Ceremony Friday, April 20, 2018, as
well as the Dedication Ceremony on Saturday, July 28th. In
July, our State representatives,
a survivor of 9/11, a United
Airlines Pilot who was flying
that day, and a Medina County
Sheriff who drove to NYC to
assist will be on hand and guest
speaker as well as Chris
Spence, a Green Beret, who
was one of the first troops to be
deployed to Afghanistan in response to the terrorist attack,
(which the recent movie "12
Strong" portrays).

and more ways to donate can
be found on our website.
http://www.medinarotary.org/s
itepage/medina-9-11-memorial

Continued from Page 9

We will begin construction in
May and the dedication ceremony is planned for July 28,
2018.
Visit
us
at
www.medinarotary.org
or
email us your 9/11 Memories,
or to ask about our Challenge
Coins, ask how you can help or
any other questions you may
have. Links to the Buy-ABrick program, sponsorships
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Despite his busy schedule as state commander, David never
forgot his roots in Medina County and spent many long hours
assisting in a variety of projects for DAV Chapter 72, the Marine Corps League
and the Medina County Veterans Service Office.

Continued on last Page

Sherry Bilinovich is the President of DAV Chapter 72 Auxiliary (Medina County).
For twenty-three years Sherry served her nation as a service member’s
spouse, raising her son and traveling with her Marine Corps husband around the
world, including the American Embassy in Rangoon, Burma where she and her
son were evacuated during a civil war in 1989.
For almost ten years Sherry has worked diligently as a member of the DAV Chapter 72 Auxiliary in a variety of capacities and for the last several years has been its President. When she joined the DAV Auxiliary the
organization was almost defunct but Sherry revitalized the organization to where it is now, a vital supporter to
all chapter activities. Although small in scope, Sherry’s auxiliary organization has been recognized as one of
the more highly functioning DAV auxiliaries in the State of Ohio. As one example, in 2017 Sherry took on the
responsibility to host a DAV district meeting in Medina at its Veterans Hall, providing all support activities to
include food, and meeting support items.
Whatever function DAV Chapter 72 supports, Sherry Bilinovich is fully engaged to insure there is a successful outcome, such as the annual “Tank the Truck” program providing sanitary items for those in need, the
“Forget-Me Not” program and the Medina City Memorial Day parade. She spent many hours traveling across
Ohio with her husband David, who was DAV State Commander in 2017, to listen to other DAV auxiliaries, to
cross fertilize ideas and experiences.
The Joint Veterans Coalition of Medina County is proud to recognize David Bilinovich as its 2018 Veteran
of the Year and Sherry Bilinovich as its 2018 Veteran Advocate the Year.
All had a great time this year at the Medina County Veterans Banquet held on February 14th at Williams-onthe-lake. Thanks for everyone's help in putting this together and participating.

This program is designed to educate disabled veterans and their families on specific veterans' benefits and services. This outreach program
generates considerable claims work on behalf of veterans and their
families. NSOs, often aided by Department and Chapter Service Officers, travel to communities across the country to counsel and assist
veterans with development of evidence, completion of required applications and prosecution of claims for veterans benefits
administered under federal, state and local laws.
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VA and U.S. Digital Service Launch New Web Tool to Help
Veterans Track their Benefits Appeals
FOR IMMEDIATE
RELEASE
March 23, 2018
WASHINGTON — Today
the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) and the U.S
Digital Service announced
their launch of an improved
Appeals Status tool to increase transparency and enable Veterans to track the progress of their benefits claims
appeals.
“It’s important that our Veter-

ans have the opportunity to
track their appeals process in a
timely and efficient manner,”
said VA Secretary David
Shulkin. “For the first time ever, Veterans can see their place
on the Board of Veterans’ Appeals’ docket, including the
number of appeals that are
ahead of them.”
The tool, which went live
March 21 on VA’s Vets.gov
website, will allow Veterans to
access detailed information
about the status of their

benefits appeals and will include alerts about needed actions, as well as estimates of
how long each step of the process takes.
Some Veterans who have previewed the new tool said it had
given them hope and helped
them understand that the process might take longer
than expected.

Continued on Page 9
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Memorial Day Events Around Medina County
(be sure to check dates and times with your local newspaper of township committees for accuracy)
Saturday May 26
 Seville, Western Reserve National Cemetery: Flag Decoration 10:00 AM
Sunday May 27
 Seville, Western Reserve National Cemetery: Memorial Day Ceremony 1:00 PM
 York TWP: Parade 2:00 PM
Monday May 28



Brunswick: The city’s Memorial Day program will be held at 10:00 AM. at Visintainer Middle School, 1459 Pearl Road. All organizations wishing to participate in the program and parade, be there no later than 9:30 AM.



Chatham Township: The program begins at 10:00 AM. with a memorial service at the VFW Hall, followed by a parade.



Granger Township: Granger’s Memorial Day activities will begin at 9:00 AM with a parade from Highland Middle School to
Granger Fairview Cemetery.



Hinckley Township: The Memorial Day parade begins at 9 a.m. at Our Lady of Grace Church and ends at the Township Hall.



Lodi: American Legion Post 523 will host a parade lining up at 8:30 AM. and beginning at 9:00 AM from the American Legion Hall
through the center of town to Woodlawn Cemetery.



Medina: The city’s Memorial Day festivities begin at the Medina County Courthouse on Public Square. There will be a brief ceremony at 10 am and a parade to Spring Grove Cemetery and guest speaker.



Medina: Vietnam Veterans Memorial; Medina 1:15 PM sponsored by the Medina County VVA Chapter #385.



Seville: The parade begins at 1:00 PM in front of First Baptist Church.



Spencer: The Memorial Day parade lines up at 8:00 AM at the Old School and starts at 9:00 AM proceeding to the Cemetery for a
ceremony.



Valley City: The parade lines up at 10:30 AM at the Township Community Center and steps off at 11:00 AM.



Wadsworth: The city’s Memorial Day parade will form at 10:15 a.m. in front of the American Legion and VFW Hall, and step off at
10:30 AM. The Wadsworth A merican Legion will be serving a Memorial Day breakfast.



Westfield Center: The Village’s parade begins at 11 a.m. at Smucker Drive and ends at Friendsville Cemetery.
Any veteran interested in marching in a Memorial Day Parade please feel free to
contact our office at 330-722-9368 for assistance .

If You’re a
Veteran,
Don’t Sit on the Sidelines
Get Back in the Game

The organizers of the Medina City Memorial Day Parade would like to cordially
invite any and all Honorably Discharged Veteran to march in this year’s parade.
Dust off the old uniform, tighten-up the belt and polish those boots, because we want
you out there. If you can’t march some of the parades will be able to accommodate
you on a vehicle.
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County benefits throughout Ohio are benefits
provided by the county in which you reside. They
are provided by the County and are specific to
those Veterans living within it.
They are not the same from county to county.

State benefits are provided by the State of Ohio
and are available to ail Veterans that are state
residents.

Federal benefits come from the Federal Government and apply equally to all Veterans across the
country.

Our office is trained to assist you in applying for and pursuing any benefit from Medina County, the State of Ohio or the Federal Government.

County Burial Benefits

Y
o
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Indigent Burial:
Veteran will be considered as defined by
ORC 5901.01(B) and 5901.08.
Application will follow the present guidelines as well as ORC 5901.26 and 5901.27.
Before assuming the charge and expense of
any burial or cremation, the Veterans Service Commission (VSC), pursuant to section 5901.25 of the Revised Code, shall
satisfy itself, beyond a reasonable doubt, by
carefully inquiring, that the family of the
deceased is unable, for want of means, to
defray the expenses of the burial or cremation, or that the family may be deprived of
means actually necessary for its immediate
support. It must be determined that the veteran/the veteran’s survivors or those responsible for the funeral are without means to
pay.
CEMETERY FLAG HOLDERS ar e fur nished to mark the graves of all honorably
discharged veterans buried in Medina County. The Medina County Veterans Service
Office supplies these bronze markers and
the flags for them free of charge.
They can be obtained from our office.
Commemorative burial flag case; The
Medina County Veterans Service Office is
proud to present the Next-of-Kin (NOK) of
Veterans of Medina County, that are county
residents at their time of death a handmade
solid oak flag case for their loved one’s
burial flag. Funeral Directors are asked to
provide our office with a copy of the VA
Form 27 (Request for Burial Flag) and a
copy of the veteran’s death certificate. Once
we receive those two documents our office
will notify the NOK with a letter and they
are free to come pick it up.
ONLY ONE FLAG CASE PER VETERAN.

Unfortunately we are only able to provide
this service for deaths that have occurred
after this notification and not in the past. At
the same time we can order a Presidential
Memorial certificate for the family as well.

State Benefits

Ohio War Orphan Scholarship Program

Department of Veterans - Burial and
Plot-Interment Allowances

What Are VA Burial Allowances?
VA burial allowances are partial reimOhio provides the Ohio War Orphan
bursements of an eligible Veteran's
Scholarship Program, which provides
financial grants to the eligible children burial and funeral costs. When the
of some Ohio veterans. Although this cause of death is not service related, the
program does not provide total cost for reimbursements are generally described
education, many who receive its bene- as two payments:
(1) a burial and funeral expense allowfits are also eligible for educational
assistance from the Department of Vet- ance, and (2) a plot or interment allowance.
erans Affairs.
Who Is Eligible?
Military Injury Relief Fund (MIRF) You may be eligible for a VA burial
allowance if: you paid for a Veteran's
The Military Injury Relief Fund
burial or funeral, AND you have not
(MIRF) is a program that provides a
been reimbursed by another governone time payment to veterans of Iraq
and/or Afghanistan who sustained inju- ment agency or some other source, such
ry or disease while serving in the com- as the deceased veteran's employer,
bat area. The payment is tax free, and AND the Veteran was discharged under
varies year to year. The program runs conditions other than dishonorable.
from July 1 through June 30 of each
In addition, at least one of the following
year.
conditions must be met: the Veteran
died because of a service-related disaOhio Bonus Program
bility, OR the Veteran was receiving
Eligibility is limited to those who were
VA pension or compensation at the
Ohio residents when they began their
time of death, OR the Veteran was entiservice, and are Ohio residents as of the
tled to receive VA pension or compendate of application.
sation, but decided not to reduce his/her
Afghanistan eligibility is from October military retirement or disability pay,
7,2001 to a date to be determined.
OR the Veteran died while hospitalized
by VA, or while receiving care under
Job and Family Services
VA contract at a non-VA facility, OR
Local Veterans' Employment Reprethe Veteran died while traveling under
sentative (LVERs) specialists provide
business outreach services and educate proper authorization and at VA expense
to or from a specified place for the purOne-Stop partners on veteran's issues.
pose of examination, treatment, or care,
Other Ohio Benefits
OR the Veteran had an original or reoThe Ohio Promise is an educational
pened claim pending at the time of
program that allows any veteran to atdeath and has been found entitled to
tend any state supported school in the
compensation or pension from a date
State of Ohio and pay in-state resident prior to the date or death, OR the veterrates.
an died on or after October 9, 1996,
The State of Ohio provides several ben- while a patient at a VA-approved state
efits to totally disabled veterans, to in- nursing home.
clude free license plates, hunting and
fishing licenses, and others.
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Medina County Veterans Organizations Meeting Times and Places
Organization

Post #

Address

City

Phone

Meeting Times

American Legion

Post #234 FOP 716 West 130th St, Brunswick

American Legion

Post #523 120 Bank St

Lodi

American Legion
American Legion
AMVETS

Post #202 620 N. Broadway St
Post #170 129 Main St
Post #1990 620 N. Broadway St

Medina
7:00 PM - Fourth Monday of each month
Wadsworth (330) 334-1119 7:00 PM - Second Monday of each month
Medina
7:00 PM - First Monday of each month

Blue Star Mothers of Medina
Disabled American Veterans

1439 S. Carpenter Rd
Chapter #72 620 N. Broadway St

11:00 AM - First Thursday of each month
(330) 948-1523 6:00 PM - Second Thursday of each month

Brunswick

6:30 PM - Third Tuesday of each month

Medina

7:00 PM - Second Tuesday of each month

Forty et Eight
Voiture #601 Coppertop 5740 Center Valley City
Korean War Veterans Assoc. Chapter #69 590 Rocky River Dr.
Berea

9:00 AM - Second Saturday of each month
1:00 PM - Fourth Tuesday of each month

MARINE Corps League

DET #569 3916 Pearl Rd

Medina

7:00 PM - Third Tuesday of each month

PO Box 1812,

Medina

mcwomilitary@yahoo.com

3916 Pearl Rd.
1439 S. Carpenter Rd
3916 Pearl Rd
39 F Main St.
6731 Center Rd.

Medina
2-4:00 PM - Second Sunday of each month
Brunswick (330) 273-4892 7:00 PM - Second Monday of each month
Medina
(330) 725-0884 7:00 PM - First Tuesday of each month
Seville
8:30 PM - Third Thursday of each month
Valley City (330) 483-3792 7:00 PM - Second Monday of each month

Medina County Veterans
Medina County Women of the
Rolling Thunder
Veterans of Foreign Wars
Veterans of Foreign Wars
Veterans of Foreign Wars
Veterans of Foreign Wars

Chapter #8
Post #9520
Post #5137
Post #8753
Post #5563

Veterans of Foreign Wars

Post #1089 121 Main St
Chapter
620 N. Broadway
#385

Vietnam Veterans of America

Wadsworth (330) 336-5008 8:00 PM - Third Tuesday of each month
7:00 PM - First Wednesday of each month
Medina
(no meeting in July)

*** If the information above is not correct please contact our office so that we may update it.

Dates to Remember

MAY
 May 1—Loyalty Day
 May 13—Mother’s Day
 May 7, (Monday)—Veterans Service Commission meeting 4: 00 PM
May 8—VE Day


 May 19—Armed Forces Day, Candlelight



Vigil , Medina Square
May 27—Memorial Day Ceremony, Ohio
Western Reserve Cemetery
May 28—Memorial Day

JUNE

JULY

 June 6—D-Day
 July 4—Independence Day
 June 14—Veterans Service Commission meet-  July 12—Veterans Service Commission






ing 4: 00 PM
June 14—Flag Day

meeting 4: 00 PM

 July 30st —Veterans Day at the Medi-

June 14—US Army 241th Birthday
June 17—Father’s Day
June 19—Blue Tip Parade, Wadsworth, Ohio

na County Fair

 July 30—August 5th—SEE YOU AT
THE MEDINA COUNTY FAIR .

June 25—Start of the Korean War

 Veterans Service Office Closed on:
 May 25-28 Memorial Day Weekend

 Veterans Service Office Closed on:
 July 4 Independence Day

Become a
Member
Today!

Medina County
Veterans Newsletter

Medina County Veterans Service Office
Our Mission

Our Pledge

This newsletter is provided as a
courtesy only. The Medina County
Veterans Commission does not
endorse the content of these
newsletters or of other organizations' policies or products.
The information provided here is
for your personal use only and is
in some cases reprinted for the
sole purpose of the Veterans of
Medina County.

When you come into the
County Veterans Service
Office you will be assisted
by one of our knowledgeable associates. The people that work in the Medina County Veterans Service Office have a compassionate understanding
of the problems which
confront veterans, widows, widowers, and their
families.

We provide two basic services:
1. Temporary emergency
financial aid and assistance to eligible veterans and family members who have demon-

strated a need as set
fourth by the commission.
2. Assist veterans, family
members and survivors
when applying to the
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) for
benefits.
Our assistance includes but is
not limited to:
Financial Assistance:
a. Rent and mortgage payments
b. Utilities: Gas, Electric
and Water
c. Food and personal Hygiene items
d. Medical
e. Transportation to and

from VA Medical Centers
in Cleveland, Parma and
Akron, Ohio
f. Grave markers and flags
Service Assistance:
a. Preparations of forms and
paperwork
b. Documentation of claims
and pertinent data
c. Proper submission of
claims to the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs
thru a service organization
d. Submission for awards
decorations and medals
e. Notary Public & DD 214
Certification
Our services are FREE of
charge!

Contact the Medina County Veterans Service Office
210 Northland Dr. - Medina, Ohio 44256
Call: 330.722.9368 Toll Free: 844.722.3800 x-9368 FAX: 330.722.9378
E-mail: veterans@medinacountyveterans.org
Office Hours: Monday - Wednesday - Thursday - Friday 8:00 AM - 4:00
PM - Tuesday 10:00 - 4:00 (Closed Noon – 1:00 PM for Lunch)

Medina County
Veterans Service Office
210 Northland Dr.
Medina, Ohio 44256

Your Address Could Be Here!

Your Newest Edition of The
Medina County Veterans Newsletter
Would you rather receive this in you email in-box?
Go to our website at: www.medinacountyveterans.org and register today!

