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MEDINA COU NTY VETE RANS’ SERVICE OFFICE

I N S I D E T HI S IS S UE :

Medina County
Veterans’ Newsletter
A Special 50th Year Commemoration
of the Vietnam War
Medina VFW Post 5137 in Partnership with the I-X Piston Powered Auto-Rama Event scheduled on March
18-20, 2016 will have over a 1,000
pictures from the Vietnam Era.

a series of pictures using DVD’s
and a 13ft TV over their booth.
They will start with the early days
of the Vietnam War to the fall of
Saigon. The timeline will include
pictures, maps, pictures of major
engagements and photo’s from a
number of Veterans.

Below is a sample of what the 6ft
panel will look like. Each slide
will be blown up to 30 inches and
we will have around 300 of these
slides with thousands of pictures.
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NEED HELP WITH
YOUR VA CLAIM?
Contact us, we will
apply our specialized
knowledge in the best
way suited to the needs
of every individual veteran or other beneficiary
who comes to the office
for assistance

Research and pictures from Veterans
that were in Vietnam will be presented in a manner that will demonstrate
our respect for our Vietnam Veterans
and can be seen by the young and old.
The objective for the 2016’s show
will be to present a visual of the Vietnam 10,000 Day War. There will be

“Our History” to be shown at Brunswick FOE
With the commemoration of the Vietnam War taking place over a thirteen year period and ending in 2025.
We thought we should do something
special to educate the public and honor those that served as well as their

W INT E R 2016

families who sacrificed so much
during that point in history.
With the support of the Medina
County Veterans Coalition and
almost every other Veterans Organization throughout the county
Continued on page 2
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VA Medical
Centers

Continued from front page

Inpatient and Outpatient Care is
Available at the
Following Hospitals
Wade Park Center
10701 East Boulevard—
Cleveland, OH 44106
Phone: (216) 791-3800—Fax:
(216) 421-3217
For appointments or
medication:
(800) 379-8387

we are planning
three major events for 2016.
The first, “The Vietnam War
and Our History” will create
what we hope to be the show
case of the project. This will
consist of a 35 panel timeline
highlighting the thirty-three
Medina County residents who
lost their lives in Vietnam in
correlation with our history

EMERGENCY ROOM CARE IS
AVAILABLE AT WADE PARK 24
HOURS A DAY, SEVEN DAYS A
WEEK.
If you have an emergency you
may want to consider going to
the local hospital

Our office can provide
transportation for veterans
to the following VA
Healthcare facilities
Wade Park Hospital
Monday through Friday
Parma CBOC
Monday through Friday
Akron CBOC
Monday through Thursday
We ask that you make your appointments between the hours
of 9:00 am and 12 noon.
(Tell them you are a van rider).

We are looking forward to displaying “Our History” at IX
Center’s event.
“The Healing” our second event
will take place in late June and
we are bringing “The Moving
Wall” to Medina County.

Parma Community Based Clinic
8787 Brookpark Rd.—Parma, OH
44134
Phone: (216) 739-7000
Akron Community Based Clinic
55 W. Waterloo—Akron,
OH 44319-1116
Phone: (330) 724-7715

The project will be part of the
IX Centers displays. Our official unveiling will take place on
March 30, 2016 Vietnam Veterans Recognition Day in Ohio.
The panels will be on display at
the Brunswick FOE on Pearl
Rd. from 6:00 pm till 9:00 pm.

here at home.
We want to
make it personal for folks
here at home. We want people
to understand that while they
are going about their everyday routine daily lives there
were people who sacrificed
everything including their
lives for our freedoms here at
home.

The final and
third event is
planned to be a
celebration
“Welcome
Home and a Passing of the
Torch” will be held in
Wadsworth, Ohio.
For more information see pages
10 and 11.

Newly appointed Veterans Service Commissioner, Jim Hoessle was
sworn in as the representative for the Veterans of Foreign War’s

U.S. Army and Vietnam Veteran, Jim
Hoessle was appointed to the Medina
County Veterans Service Commission. Mr.
Hoessle was sworn in by Medina County
Judge Collier on December 21st 2015. Mr.
Hoessle represents The VFW Post throughout Medina County. His term is for five
years beginning on January 15, 2016. Mr.
Hoeslle replaces Mr. Mike Jacobson who
retired after serving more than 25 years on
the Commission.
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we got from the various veterans groups. Especially the DAV
Chapter #72 who graciously
lets us use their Korean War
Army truck and assisted in
handing out the donations at
the December Feeding Medina
County food drive.
A Message From the
County Veterans’
Service Officer
Well winter started a
little late for us this
year in Medina, but a
warm Christmas was
a welcome surprise
for many.
I want to thank the generosity
of everyone that made donation to our veteran community
over the Holiday Season.
Several individuals as well as
organizations made generous
donations that afforded families that may not have had a
Christmas to have a wonderful Christmas.
“Tank the Truck” was a huge
success again this year and
we appreciate all the support

As we start the New Year we
here at the Medina County veterans Service Office have hit
the ground running. With the
50th Commemoration of the
Vietnam War here in Medina
County we are excited about all
the events we have planned.
The Medina County veterans
Coalition has been assisting in
the fund raising and will begin
selling commemorative coins
for $10.00 each starting February 1st. For more details see
the updated article on page 11.
I want to welcome our newly
appointed commissioner (Mr.
Jim Hoessle) to the veterans
service commission. I would
also like to thank Mr. Mike Jacobson for more than 25 years
of honorable service on the
commission. Mikes legacy will
be his compassion and commitment to Medina County’s Veter-
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ans. Mike always went above
and beyond to make sure we
were taking care of our Veterans and their families. His
sound judgment and character
will be missed.
In 2015 we had more than
3,500 appointments in our office. Everything from transportation to the VA Medical Centers, financial assistance and
help with filing VA claims. That
is about 700 less appointments
than the previous year. We still
filed more than 300 VA claims
which is in increase from the
previous year. An improvement
in the automation has made it
able for us to file some claims
with only one or two appointments and even supplemental
claims over the phone. This is
the reason for the decrease.
Either way we have been very
busy and will continue to provide the best service to our veteran's and their families in time
of need.
Veterans Service
Officer
Medina County,
Ohio

City of Medina to Co-Name Northland Dr. to “Vietnam Veterans Memorial Way”

On October 13th, 2015 the
Medina City Council voted
unanimously to approve a
wayfinding signage, in other words co-naming Northland Dr. (located between
North Huntington and RTE
42) “Vietnam Veterans Memorial Way”.

The Vietnam Veterans of America
(VVA)
Chapter
#385 of Medina
Petitioned the City
to do so to honor and recognize the 50th Commemoration of the War”.
Northland Dr. Is the center of
gravity so to speak for many
Vietnam Veterans here in
Medina. Their memorial
stands and is dedicated to
33 brothers in arms who

gave their lives during the
Vietnam War. A brief Ceremony will take place on
March 30th at 2:00pm at the
Memorial. No City Funds
were used to purchase the
signs that will go up prior to
the ceremony. The VVA
Chapter paid for the sign and
the city offered to hang them
at no cost.
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Appointments will be available on
Mondays & Wednesdays at the Professional Building on 120 W. Washington St,
Room 3-C on the third floor.
To schedule an appointment call
(440) 845-5023.

If you would like to be interviewed on “Salute to Service”
please call 330.722.9368 and
let us know. We’d love to hear
about your experience in the
military and as a veteran.
Medina County residents only.
We want to hear
from you
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IS LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS!
CONTACT THEM: 901 Lafayette Rd.
Medina, OH 44258 330.421.4816

Employment Resource
Center For job posting and
employment resources
Check out our website

A Marine instructor in chemical warfare asked soldiers in his class: Anyone
knows the formula for water? Sure. That's easy, said one recruit. What is
it? H, I, J, K, L, M, N, O. What, what? asked the instructor again. H to O,
explained the recruit. You are officer material son ! Semper Fi !
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“PARADE REST”
Veterans and Their Benefits
Edward Zackery
Reprinted from
“Helping Hands”

Do not be taken by
paying for something
you earned, VA's Aid
&Attendance Benefit.
Looking into an assisted living
or in home healthcare can be a
bit overwhelming whether looking for yourself or a family
member. The cost can be earth
shattering by exceeding your
monthly income by several thousands of dollars in some instances. If you are a veteran or widow
of a veteran who serve on active
duty during a time of war, knowing that there may be some financial relief can be a lifesaver.
Qualifying veterans and their
surviving spouses have earned
this benefit and it can be provided free by the Department of
Veterans Affairs (VA) for those
that meet the financial requirements.
Choosing the right facility to
move a family member into can
be equally as difficult as figuring
out the financial juggernaut of
paying for it. Questioning
whether your loved one will be
cared for, whether they will enjoy their new environment and
enjoy living out what usually is
their final years are all questions

SENIOR SECTION
we ask ourselves. Trusting those
that will be taking care of our
loved one is a most important part
of making our decision to choose
one facility over another.

Most facilities will ask of veteran’s status for new residents and in
fact tell prospective residents of
the VA's Aid & Attendance benefit. Some even go as far as recommending agencies or law firms that
can assist in applying for this benefit. Nevertheless, why would they
recommend an agency that will
charge you for a benefit that you
earned and am entitled to for free.
It is in fact illegal for someone to
charge you for applying for a VA
benefit. Oh, they do not out right
charge you it is hidden in some
type of fee for learning about elder
planning or other financial planning. Some agencies have a mandatory donation, which can be in
the several hundreds to thousands
of dollars. Don’t be scammed!
County Veterans Service Officers
are well trained in VA law. They
understand and know how to apply
for the benefits you earned and
should receive. Ohio's County Veterans Service Offices are funded
by your County and charge noting
for their services. Here in Medina
we are happy to assist anyone that
may be eligible for any VA benefit
including the Pension mote referred to as Aid &Attendance.
There is no cost to you as our ser-

vice s are free,
wee assist
with the entire
process from
start to finish. Whether you are
ready to apply or just interested in
gathering more information for
planning for your future. We are
always happy to discuss what veteran’s benefits you or a loved one
may be eligible for and assist in
the application through the Department of Veterans Affairs.
Therefore, if you are referred to
someone who is going to tack on a
fee for applying for your free VA
benefits, I personally might question why they would want me to
pay for something that I earned
and can be provided for no cost at
all. No attorney, no agency can
speed up the VA’s process faster
than that of another no matter how
much you pay him or her.
All of our services are FREE of
charge. Please do not hesitate to
contact our office if you have any
questions, as a veterans or family
member of a veteran you have
earned our service. The Medina
County Veterans Service Office is
located at 210 Northland Drive in
Medina, Ohio and serves the entire
County of Medina. You can call us
at (330) 722-9368 or e-mail us at
veterans@medinacountyveterans.org or
check us out on the web at
www.medinacountyveterans.org .

This program is designed to educate disabled veterans and their families on specific veterans' benefits and services. This outreach program
generates considerable claims work on behalf of veterans and their
families. NSOs, often aided by Department and Chapter Service Officers, travel to communities across the country to counsel and assist
veterans with development of evidence, completion of required applications and prosecution of claims for veterans benefits
administered under federal, state and local laws.
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VA Plans to Propose Expanded Disability Benefits Eligibility for
Veterans Exposed to Contaminated Water at Camp Lejeune
WASHINGTON – The Department of Veterans Affairs
(VA) announced today that it
plans to propose expanded
disability compensation eligibility for Veterans exposed to
contaminated drinking water
while assigned to Marine
Corps Base Camp Lejeune.
From 1953 to 1987, water
sources at the base were contaminated with industrial solvents that are correlated with
certain health conditions.
Secretary of Veterans Affairs
Robert A. McDonald decided
to propose presumptions of
service connection for certain
conditions associated with
these chemical solvents following discussions between
environmental health experts
at the Veterans Health Administration and the Department of Health and Human
Services Agency for Toxic
Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR).
“The water at Camp Lejeune
was a hidden hazard, and it is
only years later that we know
how dangerous it was,” said
Secretary McDonald. “We
thank ATSDR for the thorough review that provided
much of the evidence we
needed to fully compensate
Veterans who develop one of

the conditions known to be related to exposure to the compounds in the drinking water.”
ATSDR determined that the
drinking water at Camp Lejeune
was contaminated with perchloroethylene, trichloroethylene,
vinyl chloride, benzene and other petroleum contaminants from
leaking storage tanks from 1953
to 1987. ATSDR also determined that prolonged exposure
to these chemicals increases the
risk of certain health conditions.
Based upon VA’s review of
current medical science and
ATSDR’s findings, Secretary
McDonald intends to propose
creation of a presumption of
service connection for the following conditions:
 Kidney Cancer
 Liver Cancer
 Non-Hodgkin Lymphoma
 Leukemia
 Multiple Myeloma
 Scleroderma
 Parkinson's Disease
 Aplastic Anemia / Myelodysplastic Syndromes
The Secretary’s proposal would
also expand benefits eligibility
to Reserve and National Guard
personnel who served at Camp
Lejeune for any length of time
from August 1, 1953, through
December 31, 1987.
These
personnel would be presumed

to have been exposed to the
contaminated water during their
Reserve or National Guard service and, in appropriate circumstances, to have been disabled
by such exposure during service, thus allowing them to
qualify for VA benefits under
the statutory definition of
“Veteran.”
This would make them
eligible for VA disability compensation and medical care for
any of the presumptive conditions, and their surviving dependents would be eligible for
dependency and indemnity
compensation and burial benefits.
VA is working on regulations that would establish
these presumptions, making it
easier for affected Veterans to
receive VA disability compensation for these conditions.
While VA cannot grant any
benefit claims based on the proposed presumption of service
connection
Continued on Page 9
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American Legion Post # 523, Lodi, Ohio
120 Bank Street, Lodi, Lodi, Ohio
(330) 416-7091

 Every Friday night “FISH-FRY”, starting January 29, to March 25.
5:30 to 7:30 pm.
 All You Can Eat FISH DINNER! $7.75
 Chicken Strip Dinner! $6.75
 ...all dinners come with coleslaw, your choice of fries, onion rings or hush puppies.
 We also have side orders of butterfly shrimp $4.00, fried green beans $3.75 or
cheese sticks $2.75

Don’t Miss It!
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for these
conditions
until it issues its final regulations, it encourages Veterans
who have a record of service
at Camp Lejeune between
August 1, 1953, and December 31, 1987, and develop a
condition that they believe is
related to exposure to the
drinking water at the base, to
file a disability compensation
claim with VA.
VA will continue to
grant claims for disabilities
claimed to be associated with
exposure to the contaminants
that can be granted under current regulations and review of
the evidence in each case. If a
claim for service connection
for one of the proposed presumptive conditions would be
denied under current regulations, the denial will be stayed
until VA issues its final regulations. VA will announce
when the regulations are final

Continued from Page 7
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and presumptive benefits can
begin to be awarded. For more
information on applying for
these benefits, visit: http://
benefits.va.gov/compensation/
claims-postservice-exposurescamp_lejeune_water.asp.
Veterans who served at Camp
Lejeune for 30 days or more
between August 1, 1953, and
December 31, 1987, are already
eligible
to
receive
VA
healthcare for up to 15 health
conditions. More information,
including a full list of covered
conditions, can be found online
at: http://
www.publichealth.va.gov/
PUBLICHEALTH/exposures/
camp-lejeune/index.asp.
Veterans can establish eligibility for healthcare benefits by
submitting VA Form 10-10EZ
online at
www.1010ez.med.va.gov/,
downloading it at

www.va.gov/vaforms/medical/p
df/1010EZ-fillable.pdf and returning it to any VA Medical
Center or Clinic, or by calling
1-877-222-VETS (8387), Monday through Friday, between
the hours of 8:00 AM and 8:00
PM (Eastern Time).
VA is reimbursing certain veterans’ family members for eligible out-of-pocket medical expenses related to the 15 covered
conditions. More information
can
be
found
at:
https://www.clfamilymembers.f
sc.va.gov

VFW Post #5137 — 3916 Pearl Rd., Medina, Ohio
330-725-0884 — medinavfw.com
February
Dinner
Super Bowl Sunday
Valentines Day
Dinner

Stuffed Pork chops

5 – 7 PM

SUPER BOWL SUNDAY, BRING COVERED DISH AND YOU WILL BE
ELIGIBLE FOR $25 DRAWING EVERY QUARTER. THERE WILL BE DOOR

During Game

PRIZES AND OUR 3 BIG PRIZES WILL BE GIVEN OUT AT HALFTIME.
Steak and Lobster. Price TBD
Bowling Banquet Dinner and prizes

5 – 7 PM
Feb 20th

5 – 7 PM

March
Mar 1st
Kids Easter Party

Sign ups at the post

11 AM – 1
PM
Mar 9th
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Don’t forget or you’ll be in trouble! February 14th
For Immediate Release
Press Contact:
Steve Legerski, I-X Center
slegerski@ixcenter.com / 216-265-2514

THE 2016 SUMMIT RACING EQUIPMENT I-X PISTON POWERED AUTO-RAMA PRESENTED BY RAD AIR COMPLETE CAR CARE AND TIRE CENTERS TEAMS WITH MEDINA VFW 5137 LOCAL VETERAN ORGANIZATIONS
AND THREE CHAPTERS OF ROLLING THUNDER TO COMMEMORATE THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE VIETNAM WAR

Cleveland, Ohio (September 11, 2015) The Summit Racing Equipment I-X Piston Powered Auto-Rama Presented by Rad Air Complete Car Care and Tire Centers will celebrate the 50th Annual show in Cleveland at
the I-X Center on March 18 - 20, 2016 and will team with the Medina VFW 5137, local Veteran Organizations and three Chapters of Rolling Thunder to create a program that will comport with the 2008 National Defense Authorization Act to conduct a program to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the Vietnam War.
The volunteer effort to become a Commemorative Partner with The United States of America Vietnam War
Commemoration was accepted and recognized by a proclamation on September 1, 2015.
The commemorative programs will include activities and ceremonies to achieve the following objectives:

To thank and honor veterans of the Vietnam War, including personnel who were held as prisoners of
war (POW), or listed as missing in action (MIA), for their service and sacrifice on behalf of the United
States and to thank and honor the families of these veterans.

To highlight the service of the Armed Forces during the Vietnam War and the contributions of Federal
agencies and governmental and non-governmental organizations that served with, or in support of,
the Armed Forces.

To pay tribute to the contributions made on the home front by the people of the United States during
the Vietnam War.

To highlight the advances in technology, science, and medicine related to military research conduct
ed during the Vietnam War.

To recognize the contributions and sacrifices made by the allies of the United States during the
Vietnam War.
2016 ticket pricing will remain the same as the 2015 prices including a deep discount for the
military.
General Admission $18; Children ages 7-12 $6; six and under FREE. Military discounts with valid military ID
are provided as follows. Discount tickets will be available for $16 (adult) and $5 (child) at Summit Racing
Equipment in Tallmadge, and all Northeast Ohio Rad Air locations and all Discount Drug Mart locations. Tickets will go on sale on Black Friday, November 25, 2015. MILITARY DISCOUNT WITH VALID MILITARY ID:
Limit 6 tickets: At I-X Center Box Office only. General Admission at Show $13 Kids 7-12 at Show $5
Kids 6 and Under FREE Eligible member or spouse (but not both) may purchase up to 6 tickets, provided one
is used by the purchasing
member/spouse. Tickets are available to active and retired U.S. military personnel (including active and retired members of the United States Coast Guard, National Guard and Reservists) or their spouses. Must
show
Current, Retired or Dependent Military ID to receive discount. Veterans must show DD214 or a VA Medical
Card. About the I-X Piston Powered Auto-Rama:
The Summit Racing Equipment I-X Piston Powered Auto-Rama Presented by Rad Air Complete Car
Care and Tire Centers is the largest indoor showcase of custom cars, trucks, antique construction
equipment, motorcycles, tractors, planes, military equipment, and more of its kind in the world filling
more than one million square feet of space with over 1,000 vehicles at the I-X Center in Cleveland,
Ohio. For more information please call 216-265-7223 (RACE), or visit
www.ixpistonpoweredautorama.com.
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“Vietnam War-Our History” to be unveiled to Commemorate
the 50th Anniversary of the Vietnam War
We are happy to roll out
the official logo for our 50th
Commemoration of the Vietnam
War here in Medina County. The
Medina Veterans Coalition has
coins for sale with the logo on
the front side.

Commemorative Coin

Front-side

Back-side
You can purchase your
commemorative coin for $10.00.
All proceeds go to the
50th Commemoration.

We chose a triangular
shape around the Medina County
Vietnam Memorial with the
three separate events we are having listed on the three sides.
Each side of the triangle bears
one of the three colors of the

Vietnam Service Medal. Inside the
triangle on each side of the Memorial are the National Defense Service Medal (earned by Vietnam
Era Veterans) and the Vietnam
Campaign Medal (earned by those
serving in Vietnam). The backside has the five branch's of service with the Vietnam Service
Ribbon in the center over the
POW/MIA symbol. The coin is
something for everyone to remember the commemoration. Whether
or not your served in Vietnam or
in the service at all. You will want
one of these coins to remember
those that served and sacrificed
during that tragic time in our history.
The first part of the
commemoration will take
place on March 30, 2016,
which is Vietnam Recognition Day here in Ohio.
At 2:00pm there will be a
ceremony
at
Medina
County Vietnam Veterans
Memorial at 210 Northland Dr. in Medina, Ohio.
Mayor Hanwell will be
one of the guest speakers
as we co-name Northland
Dr. “Vietnam Veterans Memorial
Way”.
On the same day at 6:00pm
to 9:00pm the “Vietnam War-Our
History” will be unveiled
at
Brunswick FOE at 349 Pearl Rd.
in Brunswick, Ohio. “The Vietnam
War and Our History” is a 35 panel timeline highlighting the thirtythree Medina County residents
who lost their lives in Vietnam in
correlation with our history here at
home. It is designed to make it
personal for folks here at home, so
they understand that while we

were going about our everyday
routine daily schedule there were
people who were sacrificing everything to include their lives to
allow us our freedoms here at
home. There will be a brief ceremony at 6:15pm with guest speakers and then the unveiling will take
place. Light refreshments will be
available.
The panels will be on display throughout the community
this entire year. Contact the Medina County Veterans Service Office
for locations and times to view the
panels. Vietnam veterans will be
accompany them throughout the
Commemoration.

With the support of the Medina County Veterans Coalition
and other Veterans Organization
throughout the county we want
everyone in the community to be a
part of this commemoration.

Contact our office for details
at 330.722.9368. Please
make your tax-deductible donation
out to “The Medina County Veterans Memorial Fund” and send it to
The Medina County Veterans Memorial Fund C/o: Joe Destro, 3698
Center Rd. Brunswick, Ohio
44212
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County benefits throughout Ohio are benefits
provided by the county in which you reside.
They are provided by the County and are specific to those Veterans living within it.
They are not the same from county to county.

State benefits are provided by the State of Ohio
and are available to ail Veterans that are state
residents.

Federal benefits come from the Federal Government and apply equally to all Veterans
across the country.

Our office is trained to assist you in applying for and pursuing any benefit from Medina County, the State of Ohio or the Federal Government.

Y
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VA Vet Center

If you have served in any combat zone,
There is a Vet Center now in Medina.
Vet Centers are community based and
part of the U.S. Department of Veterans
Affairs. With the growing number of
veterans returning home to Medina
County from combat, we have coordinated with the Westside Vet Center to
provide a counselor one day a week
here in our community.

The
1 Ohio Military/Veterans Legal
Assistance Project (OMVLAP)
The Ohio Military/Veterans Legal
Assistance Project (OMVLAP) is a
non-profit corporation whose mission
is to provide legal representation to
the brave men and women of this nation who are putting themselves, or
who have previously put themselves,
in harm’s way to protect our country
and serve us all.

Appointments will be available on
Mondays and Wednesdays at the Professional Building at 120 W. Washington St, Room 3-C on the third floor.
To schedule an appointment call:
(440) 845-5023

Appointments will be available on
Mondays & Wednesdays at the Professional
Building on 120 W. Washington St, Room 3-C
on the third floor.
To schedule an appointment call
(440) 845-5023.

Lawyers who participate in OMVLAP
programs have offered to provide
legal representation in either (or both)
Operation Legal Help Ohio – a program in which lawyers assist veterans
and active-duty service members
whose family income is below 200%
of the federal poverty level with certain types of civil law issues without
charging a fee, or Legal Salute
How Attorneys Can Help

Would you like to receive a replacement set of your medals
and decorations, or awards you
may have earned but never received? Contact our office for
information on how to receive
the awards you earned.

We of the legal community are
among the millions of Americans who
have significantly benefited from the
willingness of Ohio’s veterans and
active-duty servicemembers to voluntarily put themselves in harm’s way.
In a very real sense, one might say
that they have already paid their legal
fees. If you’d like to help return the
favor, you may volunteer to represent
service members in need through either of OMVLAP’s programs.

Combat Veteran Eligibility
On January 28, 2008, “Public Law 110181” titled the “National Defense Authorization Act of 2008” was signed
into law. Section 1707 amended Title
38, United States Code (U.S.C.), Section 1710(e) (3), extending the period
of eligibility for health care for Veterans who served in a theater of combat
operations after November 11, 1998,
(commonly referred to as combat , Operation Enduring Freedom/ Operation
Iraqi Freedom/Operation New Dawn
(OEF/OIF/OND) Veterans). On February 12, 2015, “Public Law 114-203”
titled the “Clay Hunt Suicide Prevention for American Veterans Act”, extended the period of eligibility for one
year from the enactment of the act to
Veterans who were discharged or released from the active military, naval,
or air service after January 1, 2009, and
before January 1, 2011. Under the
“Combat Veteran” and “Clay Hunt Suicide Prevention for American Veterans
Act” authority, the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) provides cost-free
health care services and nursing home
care for conditions possibly related to
military service and enrollment in Priority Group 6, unless eligible for enrollment in a higher priority group to:
Combat Veterans who were discharged
or released from active service on or
after January 28, 2003, NOTE: The 5
-year enrollment period applicable to
these Veterans begins on the discharge or separation date of the ser vice member from active duty military
service, or in the case of multiple callups, the most recent discharge date.
Combat Veterans who were discharged or released from active service after January 1, 2009, and before January 1, 2011, who did not
enroll within the 5 years as stated
above, are now eligible to enroll for an
additional period of one year beginning
February 12, 2015. Call VA toll free at
1-877-222-VETS (8387).
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American Legion Post # 234, Brunswick, Ohio
FOP Post, 716 West 130th, Brunswick, Ohio
 Newly elected offices; 1st Vice, Roger Mack; Historian, Jim Boylan
 Santa gave gifts to Veterans att the Plum Creek, Willowood and Pearl View Nursing
Homes. Total of more than 35 gifts were distributed.
 A special thanks to our historian an C.D. for all there help.
 Honor Guard at the Ohio Western Reserve National Cemetery dates are as follows:
Feb 2, Mar 22, May 10, Jun 28, Aug 16, Oct 4, Nov 22.
 Post Everlasting is scheduled for April 7, 2016 at 7:00pm.
 American and Government test winners for Brunswick High School are Seniors David
Emery and Morgan Weaver, Juniors Nick Jenkins and Jessica Baloun, and Sophomores Seth Adams and Alicia Kobasic.
 Chaplain Clem Belter thanks everyone for their much needed support and prayers.
Several comrades to be with there creator form the our post. May they continue to me
rembered by us each and everyday.
Call Joe (330) 225-8931 or Bob (330) 618-1701 for details.
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Joint Veterans Coalition of Medina
County Begins A New Year of Activities
The Medina County Veterans Coalition is set to begin its 4th year of activities for the betterment of
Veterans organizations in Medina County and those organizations whose activities substantially support Veterans or their families.
All county Veterans are invited to attend any meeting of the Coalition. The Coalition meets BiMonthly throughout the year; meetings are held from 11:00AM until 1:00PM and include food and
beverages. There is no charge to attend. 2016 meeting dates are February 20, April 16, June 18 and
August 20.

Please mark your calendars for our 4th annual Medina County All-Veterans Banquet which will be on
October 15, 2016 from 5:30PM until 9:30PM at Williams-on-the-Lake in Medina. This is a great
event for only $30 which includes all you can eat of a Chicken and Roast Beef buffet dinner which
includes open bar for beer and wine. Each year a county high school choir entertains us during the
dinner followed by awards, a Chinese raffle on gift baskets, a 50/50 raffle and dancing.
For more information about meetings, activities or the annual banquet please contact David Taylor,
Coalition President, at 330-722-7455 or e-mail at: dave.taylor@zoominternet.net.
Renovations on the Medina County Veterans Hall
The renovations are off to a great start for
the hall. They began a little late but seem to

be going along smoothly. These pictures
are were taken during the Holidays.
The Veterans of the several Posts in Medina City and throughout the County share
the hall and an upgrade has been in the
planning for along time. Everyone his looking forward to the completion and the move

back into their Post’s and Chapter home
this coming spring.

M E DIN A C OUNT Y V E T E RANS ’ N E WS LE T T E R
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Medina County Veterans Organizations Meeting Times and Places
Organization
American Legion
American Legion
American Legion
American Legion
AMVETS
Blue Star Mothers of Medina
County
Disabled American Veterans
Forty et Eight
Korean War Veterans Association
MARINE Corps League
Medina County Veterans Coalition
Medina County Women of the
Military
Rolling Thunder
Veterans of Foreign Wars
Veterans of Foreign Wars
Veterans of Foreign Wars
Veterans of Foreign Wars
Veterans of Foreign Wars
Veterans of Foreign Wars
Vietnam Veterans of America

Post #
Post #234
Post #523
Post #202
Post #170
Post #1990

City, State

Meeting Times

FOP 716 West 130th St
120 Bank Street, Lodi
620 N. Broadway St.
129 Main Street
620 N. Broadway Street

Address

Brunswick, OH
Lodi, OH
Medina, OH
Wadsworth, OH
Medina, OH

11:00 AM - First Thursday of each month
7:00 PM - Second Thursday of each month
7:15 PM - Fourth Monday of each month
7:00 PM - Second Monday of each month
1:00 PM - First Monday of each month

1439 S. Carpenter Road

Brunswick, OH 6:30 PM - Third Tuesday of each month

Chapter #72 620 N. Broadway Street
Voiture #601 Coppertop 5740 Center
Chapter #69 590 N. Rocky River Dr.
DET #569 3916 Pearl Rd

Medina, OH 7:00 PM - Second Tuesday of each month
Valley City, OH 9:00 AM - Second Saturday of each month
Rocky River, OH 1:00 PM - Fourth Tuesday of each month
Medina, OH 7:00 PM - Third Tuesday of each month
Medina, OH 11:00 AM - Third Saturday of each month
Medina,
mcwomilitary@yahoo.com
OH 44258
Medina, OH 2-4:00 PM - Second Sunday of each month
Brunswick, OH 7:00 PM - Second Monday of each month

PO Box 1812,
Chapter #8 3916 Pearl Rd.
Post #9520 1439 S. Carpenter Road
6299 Avon Lake Rd.,
Post #6892
Chatham Twp.
Post #5137 3916 Pearl Rd
Post #8753 39 F Main St.
Post #5563 6731 Center Rd.
Post #1089 121 Main Street
Chapter
620 N. Broadway
#385

Spencer, OH, 8:00 PM - Second Tuesday of each month
Medina, OH
Seville, OH
Valley City, OH
Wadsworth, OH
Medina, Ohio

7:00 PM - First Tuesday of each month
8:30 PM - Third Thursday of each month
7:00 PM - Second Monday of each month
8:00 PM - First Tuesday of each month
7:00 PM - First Wednesday of each month
(no meeting in July)

*** If the information above is not correct please contact our office so that we may update it.
*** The addresses listed above are the physical address and not necessarily the mailing address.

Dates to Remember

FEBRAURY

MARCH

APRIL

Feb 9—FAT TUESDAY

Mar 10—Veterans Service Commission

Apr 6—Persian Gulf War

Feb 10—Ash Wednesday

Meeting

Ends

Feb 11—Veterans Service

Mar 13—Daylight Savings

Apr 14—Veterans Service

Commission Meeting

Time Begins

Commission Meeting

Feb 14—Valentines Day

Mar 17—St. Patty’s Day

Apr 15—Tax Day

Feb 15—Presidents Day

Mar 18—20—Rod Piston Show at the IX Center

Feb 23—Flag Raised on Iwo

Mar 27—Easter Sunday

Jima

March 30—Vietnam Veterans Recognition Day
March 30—”Our History” Unveiled at the
Brunswick FOE
Mar 30—Co-naming Ceremony

Veterans Service Office Closed on:

Veterans Service Office Closed on:

Feb 15—Presidents Day

Mar 25—Good Friday

Become a
Member
Today!

New Benefits
Guide For 2016,
Pick one up today
at our office

Medina County
Veterans’ Newsletter

Medina County Veterans’ Service Office
Our Mission

2.
Our Pledge

This newsletter is provided as a
courtesy only. The Medina County
Veterans’ Commission does not
endorse the content of these
newsletters or of other organizations' policies or products.
The information provided here is
for your personal use only and is
in some cases reprinted for the
sole purpose of the Veterans’ of
Medina County.

When you come into the
County Veterans Service
Office you will be assisted
by one of our knowledgeable associates. The people that work in the Medina County Veterans Service Office have a compassionate understanding
of the problems which
confront veterans, widows, widowers, and their
families.

We provide two basic services:
1.

Temporary emergency
financial aid and assistance to eligible veterans and family mem-

bers who have demonstrated a need as set
fourth by the commission.
2. Assist veterans, family
members and survivors
when applying to the
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) for
benefits.

Our assistance includes but is
not limited to:
Financial Assistance:
a. Rent and mortgage payments
b. Utilities: Gas, Electric
and Water
c. Food and personal Hygiene items
d. Medical

e.

f.

Transportation to and from
VA Medical Centers in
Cleveland, Parma and
Akron, Ohio
Grave markers and flags

Service Assistance:
a. Preparations of forms and
paperwork
b. Documentation of claims
and pertinent data
c. Proper submission of
claims to the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs
thru a service organization
d. Submission for awards
decorations and medals
e. Notary Public & DD 214
Certification
Our services are FREE of
charge!

Contact the Medina County Veterans’ Service Office
210 Northland Dr. - Medina, Ohio 44256
Call: 330.722.9368 Toll Free: 844.722.3800 x-9368 FAX: 330.722.9378
E-mail: veterans@medinacountyveterans.org
Office Hours: Monday - Wednesday - Thursday - Friday 8:00 AM - 4:00
PM - Tuesday 10:00 - 4:00 (Closed Noon – 1:00 PM for Lunch)

Medina County
Veterans’ Service Office
210 Northland Dr.
Medina, Ohio 44256

Your Address Could Be Here!

Your Newest Edition of The
Medina County Veterans’ Newsletter
Would you rather receive this in you email in-box?
Go to our website at: www.medinacountyveterans.org and register today!

