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Medina County
Veterans’ Newsletter
“Vietnam War-Our History” unveiled at Brunswick
Eagles to Commemorate the 50th Anniversary
of the Vietnam War
It was about “Remembering”. Remembering those that gave their life
so that we may live in peace.
The first of three events to commemorate the Vietnam War’s 50th Anniversary was held at the Brunswick
FOE on Wednesday March 30th. It
was an emotional evening as family
members and Vietnam veterans alike

gathered
to
pay
tribute to
the
33
Medina
County
fallen from that war.
The Vietnam War and Our History” is a 37 panel timeline, which
Continued on page 2

More veterans eligible for The New
Homestead Tax Exemption
More Medina County veterans could
soon save upwards of $800 on their
tax bills thanks to new legislation enacted this year.
Amended Senate Bill 10 went into
effect this month. The bill mainly
modifies the definition of a disabled
veteran.
Under the new law, veterans who are
fully compensated by the Department
of Veterans Affairs because of an inability to work due to a service-related
disability, now qualify for a $50,000
valuation exemption on their property
taxes. They must also have been honorably discharged from the service.
Veterans have until Monday, June 6

to sign up for the new benefit.
They need to present their official
qualification letter as well as a
DD-214 to sign up for the new
benefit.
The auditor’s office is open Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. until
4:30 p.m. Veterans with questions
can call 844-722-3800, extension
9754.
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NEED HELP WITH
YOUR VA CLAIM?
Contact us, we will
apply our specialized
knowledge in the best
way suited to the needs
of every individual veteran or other beneficiary
who comes to the office
for assistance
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VA Medical
Centers

Continued from front page

focuses on the
thirty-three Medina County
residents who lost their lives

Inpatient and Outpatient Care is
Available at the
Following Hospitals
Wade Park Center
10701 East Boulevard—
Cleveland, OH 44106
Phone: (216) 791-3800—Fax:
(216) 421-3217
For appointments or
medication:
(800) 379-8387
Parma Community Based Clinic
8787 Brookpark Rd.—Parma, OH
44134
Phone: (216) 739-7000
Akron Community Based Clinic
55 W. Waterloo—Akron,
OH 44319-1116
Phone: (330) 724-7715
EMERGENCY ROOM CARE IS
AVAILABLE AT WADE PARK 24
HOURS A DAY, SEVEN DAYS A
WEEK.
If you have an emergency you
may want to consider going to
the local hospital

Our office can provide
transportation for veterans
to the following VA
Healthcare facilities
Wade Park Hospital
Monday through Friday
Parma CBOC
Monday through Friday
Akron CBOC
Monday through Thursday
We ask that you make your appointments between the hours
of 9:00 am and 12 noon.
(Tell them you are a van rider).

in Vietnam in correlation with
our history here at home. It is
designed to make it personal
for folks here at home, so
they understand that while we
were going about our everyday routine there were people
who were sacrificing everything to include their lives to
allow us our freedoms here at
home.
Guest speakers State Representative Steve Hambley and
Brunswick Mayor Ron Falconi pointed out why it is important to reflect and remember our fallen and their families.

The Brunswick Eagles and
American Legion Post # 234
sponsored the event along
with assistance from the Medina County Veterans Service
Office. “It was a wonderful
event filled with a lot of emotion. We hope to be able to

continue to share this project
withmore of the community. It
is not just about remembering,
its also about educating,” said
Ed Zackery, Dierctor of the
Veterans Serivce Office.
Contact the Medina County
Veterans Service Office for locations and times to view the
panels. Vietnam veterans will
be accompany them throughout
the Commemoration.
There are two more events
planned for this year here in
Medina County to commemorate the 50th Anniversary of the
Vietnam War. They are:

June 23 –June 26, 2016, "The
Healing" (part two) of our 50th
Commemoration of the Vietnam War here in Medina
County. The Moving Wall will
be on display at the intersections of E. Union St. and Weymouth Rd (RTE 3) at Medina
High School. The Moving Wall
will be open 24 hours a-day
starting that Friday. Stay tuned
for
an
events
schedule.
August 6, 2016, "Welcome
Home,
Passing
of
the
Torch" (part three). Join us as
we combine the "Vietnam WarOur History" with the "Eyes of
Freedom" miniature display at
the
Strand
Theatre
in
Wadsworth, Ohio. It will also
consist of a Memorial Ride with
a Welcome Home Ceremony.
This event will be sponsored by
the Wadsworth American Legion Riders and Post #170.

M E DIN A C OUNT Y V E T E RANS ’ N E WS LE T T E R

A Message From the
County Veterans’
Service Officer

First, I want to
shout out a BIG
THANK YOU! to
everyone involved
in the “Vietnam
War & Our History” unveiling that took place on
March 30th. The Brunswick
Eagles was a phenomenal
host. The Brunswick American Legion sponsored the
event and I cannot thank
Bob Prevost and his crew
enough for all the hard
work that went into that
night. To the Vietnam Veterans and the families of
our fallen, I thank you for
your sacrifices and for your
dedication in continuing to
ensure that the memories
and hardships are remembered and passed on so
that future generations understand what makes this
country so special.
Now we move into the
spring and for what we
consider the busiest time

of the year for Veterans. The
month of May starts out with
Loyalty Day and then moves
through Armed Forces Day
ending with Memorial Day. In
June we have Flag Day and
my favorite, the Army’s 241st
Birthday. We will continue
this year with our 2nd event
in Commemoration of the
Vietnam Wars 50th Anniversary. “The Healing” by bring
the Moving Wall to the City
of Medina on June 23 –June
26. The Moving Wall will be
on display at Medina High
School. We have several
small events planned for that
weekend so please continue
to check our Facebook and
webpages for details.
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We are looking forward to
another big year this year at
the Medina County Fair. Veterans Day at the Fair will be
Monday, August 1. Free admission for all veterans that
day. We will again have special activities inside the pavilion from noon until 5:00pm.

The Rod and Piston Autorama at the IX Center was
once again a huge success!
The DAV and VFW raised
more than $5,000 in support
of the Cleveland Fisher
House. This event is always
a great time for our Veterans
to get out and see some
memorabilia and fast cars.

Again I want to thank everyone and all of the organizations that have provided assistance and helped with this
years Commemoration of the
Vietnam War.

Our office continues to stay
busy especially in filing
claims and assisting veterans and family members with
paperwork for the VA.
We’ve had almost 1,000 clients in just the first quarter of
this year utilize our services.

Veterans Service Officer

Please enjoy your Memorial
Day and Happy Springtime!

Medina County,
Ohio
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Appointments will be available on
Mondays & Wednesdays at the Professional Building on 120 W. Washington St,
Room 3-C on the third floor.
To schedule an appointment call
(440) 845-5023.

If you would like to be interviewed on “Salute to Service”
please call 330.722.9368 and
let us know. We’d love to hear
about your experience in the
military and as a veteran.
Medina County residents only.
We want to hear
from you
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Northland Dr. Co-Named to,
“Vietnam Veterans Memorial Way”
Vietnam Veterans thanked
Mayor Hanwell and the entire Medina City Counsel
on March 30th as they unveiled the new wayfindings

Northland Dr. Is the center of
gravity so to speak for many
Employment Resource
Vietnam Veterans here in
Medina. Their memorial Center For job posting and
stands and is

employment resources
Check out our website

signs co-naming Northland
Dr. to “Vietnam Veterans
Memorial Way”. It is a fitting name for the street
that the Medina County Vietnam Vetrans Memorial is
located.
On October 13th, 2015 the
Medina City Council voted
unanimously to approve a
wayfinding signage, in other words co-naming Northland Dr. (located between
North Huntington and RTE
42) “Vietnam Veterans Memorial Way”.

dedicated to 33 brothers in
arms who gave their lives
during the Vietnam War.
No City Funds were used to
purchase the signs that will
go up prior to the ceremony.
The VVA Chapter paid for
the sign and the city offered
to hang them at no cost.

Don’t forget Veterans Day
at the Medina County
Fair is Monday,
August 1st, 2016

Through the pitch-black night, the captain sees a light dead ahead on a collision course
with his ship.
He sends a signal: "Change your course ten degrees east."
The light signals back: "Change yours, ten degrees west."
Angry, the captain sends: "I'm a Navy captain! Change your course, sir!"
"I'm a seaman, second class," comes the reply. "Change your course, sir."
Now the captain is furious. "I'm a battleship! I'm not changing course!"
There's one last reply. "I'm a lighthouse. Your call."
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“PARADE REST”
Veterans and Their Benefits
Edward Zackery
Reprinted from
“Helping Hands”

VA Eliminated Net
Worth as Health
Care Eligibility Factor in 2014
Although it has been over two
years since the Net Worth has
been eliminated as a factor for
qualifying for healthcare with
the VA. Still many veterans have
not heard.

Net Worth is your total assets
not including the home you reside in. The VA still counts your
income as a factor for eligibility
if you do not have a service connected disability. Some veterans
can have the income waived. For
instance, in-country Vietnam
veterans do not have to report
income.
Elimination of Net Worth Makes
More Veterans Eligible for
Health Care

“PARADE REST”
Washington – The Department of
Veterans Affairs is updating the
way it determines eligibility for
VA health care. A change that will
result in more Veterans having
access to the health care benefits
they’ve earned and deserve.

Effective 2015, VA eliminated the
use of net worth as a determining
factor for both health care programs and copayment responsibilities. This change makes VA health
care benefits more accessible to
lower-income Veterans and brings
VA policies in line with Secretary
Robert A. McDonald’s MyVA
initiative, which reorients VA
around Veterans’ needs.
“Everything that we do and every
decision we make has to be focused on the Veterans we serve,”
said VA Secretary Robert A.
McDonald. “We are working every day to earn their trust. Changing
the way we determine eligibility to
make the process easier for Veterans is part of our promise to our
Veterans.”
Instead of combining the sum of
Veterans’ income with their assets
to determine eligibility for medical
care and copayment obligations,
VA will now only consider a Veteran’s gross household income and
deductible expenses from the previous year. Elimination of the consideration of net worth for VA
health care enrollment means that
certain lower-income; non-serviceconnected Veterans will have less
out-of- pocket costs. Over a 5-year

period, it
is
estimated that 190,000 Veterans
will become eligible for reduced
costs of their health care services.
In March 2014, VA eliminated the
annual requirement for updated
financial information. VA now
uses information from the Internal
Revenue Service and Social Security Administration to automatically match individual Veterans’ income information, which reduces
the burden on Veterans to keep
their healthcare eligibility up to
date. That change better aligned
VA’s health care financial assessment program with other federal
health care organizations.
Veterans may submit updated income information at
www.1010ez.med.va.gov/, or by
visiting their nearby VA health
care facility.
More information, visit
www.va.gov/healthbenefits or call
VA toll-free at 1-877-222-VETS
(8387).
If you have, any questions about
veteran’s benefits contact the Medina County Veterans’ Service
Office at 330-722-9368 or email
us at veterans@medinacountyveterans.org
or catch us on the web at
www.medinacountyveterans.org

This program is designed to educate disabled veterans and their families on specific veterans' benefits and services. This outreach program
generates considerable claims work on behalf of veterans and their
families. NSOs, often aided by Department and Chapter Service Officers, travel to communities across the country to counsel and assist
veterans with development of evidence, completion of required applications and prosecution of claims for veterans benefits
administered under federal, state and local laws.
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Top VA Health Care Official Announces Initiatives and Progress Made
to Improve Access to Care
New Initiatives Chart Roadmap to Access-to-Care Improvements
WASHINGTON – The Department of Veterans Affairs’
(VA) top health care official
today announced progress and
new steps VA is taking to improve Veterans access to
health care. Dr. David J.
Shulkin, Under Secretary for
Health,
announced
the
measures during a briefing to
a group of more than 100
journalists attending the Association of Health Care Journalists’ conference April 8 in
Cleveland, Ohio.
“We are working to rebuild
the trust of the American public and more importantly the
trust of the Veterans whom
we are proud to serve,” said
Dr. Shulkin. “We are taking
action and are seeing the results. We are serious about
our work to improve access to
health care for our nation’s
Veterans. We want them to
know that this is a new VA.”
During the briefing, Dr
Shulkin discussed a new initiative, MyVA Access. MyVA
Access represents a major
shift for VA by putting Veterans more in control of how
they receive their health care.
It is a top priority for VA’s
Veterans Health Administration (VHA).

MyVA Access is a declaration
from VHA employees to the
Veterans they care for; it is a
call to action and the reaffirmation of the core mission to provide quality care to Veterans,
and to offer that care as soon as
possible to Veterans how and
where they desire to receive
that care. The initiative ensures
that the entire VA health care
system is engaged in the transformation of VA into a Veteran-centered service organization, incorporating aspirational
goals such as same day access
to mental health and primary
care services for Veterans when
it is medically necessary. At
present, 34 VA facilities offer
same-day appointments, and as
a practicing physician, Dr.
Shulkin currently sees Veterans
needing same-day appointments
at the VA Medical Center in
Manhattan. VA is hoping to be
able to offer same day appointments when it is medically necessary at all of its medical centers by the end of 2016.

ment request and review upcoming appointments. It is currently available in 10 locations
and has received positive feedback from the vast majority of
Veterans using the app. VA expects to make the app available
to all Veterans by early 2017.
Other efforts underway include
a website enhancement that will
allow Veterans to check wait
times in real time where ever
they live – this includes new
and existing patients and a new,
easy-to-use scheduling software
program. The new program is
being piloted in 10 sites and is
expected to reduce scheduling
errors and enhance VA’s ability
to measure and track supply,
demand and usage.
MyVA Access is part of
MyVA, introduced in 2014 by
VA Secretary Robert McDonald following one of the most
challenging times in the history
of VA. MyVA is centered
around the needs of Veterans by
putting them first in everything
VA does. Since that time, VA
has made significant progress in
addition to the new initiatives
announced by Dr. Shulkin.

In addition, Dr. Shulkin introduced a new smart phone app
called the Veteran Appointment
Request App. This app allows
Veterans to view, schedule and
Among the health care procancel primary care and mental
gress made:
health appointments as well as
track the status of the appoint-

Continued on Page 9
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VFW Post #5137 — 3916 Pearl Rd., Medina, Ohio
330-725-0884 — medinavfw.com
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 Nationally, VA completed
more than 57.36 million
appointments from March
1, 2015 through February 
29, 2016. This represents
an increase of 1.6 million
more appointments than
were completed during
the same time period in
2014/2015.









VHA and Choice contractors created over 3 million
authorizations for Veterans to receive care in the
private sector from February 1, 2015 through January 31, 2016. This represents a 12 percent increase
in authorizations when
compared to the same pe- 
riod in 2014/2015.
From FY 2014 to FY
2015, Community Care
appointments
increased
approximately 20 percent
from 17.7 million in FY
2014 to 21.3 million in
FY 2015.
VA completed 96.46 per- 
cent of appointments in
February 2016 within 30
days of clinically indicated or Veteran’s preferred
date.
In FY 2015, VA activated
2.2 million square feet of
space for clinical, mental

health, long-term care, and 
associated support facilities
to care for Veterans.
VA held two Access Stand
Downs, focusing on patients
with the most urgent health
care needs first. During a
nationwide Access Stand
Down that took place on
February 27, the one-day
event resulted in VA reviewing the records of more
than 80,000 Veterans to get
those waiting for urgent
care off wait lists; 93 percent of Veterans waiting for
urgent care were contacted, 
with many receiving earlier
appointments.
VA increased its total clinical work (direct patient
care) by 10 percent over the
last two years as measured
by private sector standards
(relative value units). This
increase translates to roughly 20 million additional provider hours of care for our
Veterans.

VA is also working to increase clinical staff, add
space and locations in areas
where demand is increasing 
and extending clinic hours
into nights and weekends,
all of which have helped
increase access to care even
as demand for services increases.
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VA is addressing critical
components necessary for
the delivery of a seamless
community care experience
by consolidating all purchased care programs into
one Veterans Choice Program (New VCP). The New
VCP will clarify eligibility
requirements,
strengthen
VA’s high-performing network, streamline clinical
and administrative processes, and implement a care
coordination model across
the continuum of care.
VHA offers an extensive
community provider network of over 257,000 providers
through
the
PC3/Choice Programs and
more are joining VHA offers an extensive community provider network of over
257,000 providers through
the PC3/Choice Programs
and more are joining each
month.
VA Telehealth services are
critical to expanding access
to VA care in more than 45
clinical areas.
In FY2015, 12 percent of all
Veterans enrolled for VA
care received Telehealth
based care. This includes
2.14 million telehealth visits, touching 677,000 Veterans.
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Memorial Day Events Around Medina County
(be sure to check dates and times with your local newspaper of township committees for accuracy)
Saturday May 28
 Rittman, Western Reserve National Cemetery: Flag Decoration 10:00 AM
Sunday May 29
 Rittman, Western Reserve National Cemetery: Memorial Day Ceremony 12:00 PM
 York TWP: Parade 2:00 PM
Monday May 30



Brunswick: The city’s Memorial Day program will be held at 10:00 AM. at Visintainer Middle School, 1459 Pearl Road. All organizations wishing to participate in the program and parade, which forms no later than 9:30 AM.



Chatham Township: The program begins at 10:00 AM. with a memorial service at the VFW Hall, followed by a parade.



Granger Township: Granger’s Memorial Day activities will begin at 9:00 AM with a parade from Highland Middle School to
Granger Fairview Cemetery.



Hinckley Township: The Memorial Day parade begins at 9 a.m. at Our Lady of Grace Church and ends at the township Hall.



Lodi: American Legion Post 523 will host a parade lining up at 8:30 AM. and beginning at 9:00 AM from the American Legion Hall
through the center of town to Woodlawn Cemetery.



Medina: The city’s Memorial Day festivities begin at the Medina County Courthouse on Public Square. There will be a brief ceremony at 10 am and a parade to Spring Grove Cemetery and guest speaker.



Medina: Vietnam Veterans Memorial; Medina 1:15 PM sponsored by the Medina County VVA Chapter #385.



Seville: The parade begins at 1:00 AM in front of First Baptist Church.



Spencer: The Memorial Day parade lines up at 8:00 AM at the Old School and starts at 9:00 AM proceeding to the Cemetery for a
ceremony.



Valley City: The parade lines up at 10:30 AM at the Township Community Center and steps off at 11:00 AM.



Wadsworth: The city’s Memorial Day parade will form at 10:15 a.m. in front of the American Legion and VFW Hall, and step off at
10:30 AM. The Wadsworth A merican Legion will be serving a Memorial Day breakfast.

Any veteran interested in marching in a Memorial Day Parade please feel free to
contact our office at 330-722-9368 for assistance .

If You’re a Veteran,
Don’t Sit on the Sidelines
Get Back in the Game

The organizers of the Medina City Memorial Day Parade would like to cordially
invite any and all Honorably Discharged Veteran to march in this years parade.
Dust off the old uniform, tighten-up the belt and polish those boots, because we want
you out there. If you can’t march some of the parades will be able to accommodate
you on a vehicle.
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“The Healing” Medina County’s 2nd Event Commemorating
the 50th Anniversary of the Vietnam War
“The Healing” our second event will take place in
late June and we are bringing
“The Moving Wall” to Medina County. A half size replica
of the Vietnam Memorial in
Washington DC, this is really
for our Vietnam Veterans, to
reflect and remember. It is
also for those who don’t realize or see the sacrifices of
war. The names that are
etched out on the wall are the
names of service members
who lost their lives in that
war. It is a very powerful image to look at. Sacrifices were
made by not just those who
lost their lives but also those
at home who lost loved ones
will be standing right in front
of you when you look at the
Memorial.
“The final and third
event is planned to be a celebration. “Welcome Home and
a Passing of the Torch” will
be held in Wadsworth, Ohio.
We plan on having the “Eyes
of Freedom” on display to
welcome home our Vietnam
veterans and let them know
this new generation of veterans is prepared to stand their
watch,” said Ed Zackery.
We are happy to roll out
the official logo for our 50th
Commemoration of the Vietnam War here in Medina
County. The Medina Veterans
Coalition has coins for sale
with the logo on the front
side.

“it’s Coming”, June 23—26

We chose a triangular
shape around the Medina County Vietnam Memorial with the
three separate events we are
having listed on the three sides.
Each side of the triangle bears

Commemorative Coin

Front-side

Back-side
You can purchase your
commemorative coin for $10.00.
All proceeds go to the
50th Commemoration.

one of the three colors of the
Vietnam Service Medal. Inside
the triangle on each side of the
Memorial are the National Defense Service Medal (earned by
Vietnam Era Veterans) and the
Vietnam Campaign Medal
(earned by those serving in Vietnam). The back-side has the
five branch's of service with the
Vietnam Service Ribbon in the
center over the POW/MIA symbol. The coin is something for
everyone to remember the commemoration. Whether you
served in Vietnam or in the service at all, you will want one of
these coins to remember those
that served and sacrificed during that tragic time in our history.
With the support of the
Medina County Veterans Coalition and other Veterans Organization throughout the county
we want everyone in the community to be a part of this commemoration.
Contact our office for
details at 330.722.9368. Please
make your tax-deductible donation out to “The Medina County
Veterans Memorial Fund” and
send it to The Medina County
Veterans Memorial Fund C/o:
Joe Destro, 3698 Center Rd.
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“The Vietnam War and Our History” a histor ical per spective and timeline of
the Vietnam War based on thirty-three Medina County residents
who lost their lives fighting for their country.
Will be on display at various locations throughout Medina
County throughout the remainder of the year.
“The Healing” "The Moving Wall" is the half-size replica of the
Washington, DC Vietnam Veterans Memorial and will
be on display.
DATE: June 23 – 26, 2016 (Open 24 hours a day)
LOCATION: Intersection of E. Union St. & Weymouth Rd. (Rt. 3)
(Medina High School), Medina, OH
“Welcome Home, Passing of the Torch” A commemor ative event like no other,
with displays and collages from Vietnam and a welcome home
for our Vietnam Veterans. Also on display will be the “The Eyes
of Freedom” and “The Vietnam War and Our History” , a
remembrance for all who have answered the call of
service and a passing of the torch from one
generation of warriors to the next.
DATE & TIME: August 6, 2016 Noon– 8:00pm
LOCATION: Wadsworth American Legion
129 Main St., Wadsworth, OH
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Events Supporting the 50th Commemoration of the Vietnam War in Medina County
P AGE 1 4
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County benefits throughout Ohio are benefits
provided by the county in which you reside.
They are provided by the County and are specific to those Veterans living within it.
They are not the same from county to county.
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State benefits are provided by the State of Ohio
and are available to ail Veterans that are state
residents.

Federal benefits come from the Federal Government and apply equally to all Veterans
across the country.

Our office is trained to assist you in applying for and pursuing any benefit from Medina County, the State of Ohio or the Federal Government.

Y
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Medina County Recorders Office
Your Certificate of Release or Discharge from Active Duty, Form
DD214, is one of the most important
documents that the Service will ever
give you. It is your key to participation
in all Department of Veterans Affairs
(VA) programs as well as several state
and federal programs including:
• Disability Compensation
• Education and Training
• Home Loans
• Loan Guaranty Services
• Vocational Service
• Insurance Services
• Burial & VA Cemeteries
These are just a few of the services that
require your discharge papers. You
should keep your original document in
a safe place, and have certified photocopies available for reference. You can
replace your lost discharge papers, but
it takes a long time and a lot of effort.
In Ohio, you can record your DD214
with the County Recorder’s Office. BE
SAFE. Register your discharge papers
with your County Recorder as soon as
you separate from the Service. After
you record your discharge papers with
the Recorder’s Office, they can be easily retrieved if you need additional certified copies. Recording DD214 discharge papers at the Medina County
Recorder’s Office is FREE.
Once you have recorded your DD214 at
the Medina County Recorder’s Office,
you can receive your Veteran’s Identification Card. This card is also FREE! If
you have previously filed your DD214
with the Medina County Recorder’s
Office, stop by during business hours to
receive your Veteran’s ID Card.

1 Ohio War Orphans Scholarship

Burial Benefits

Students must attend full-time, and prior recipients must meet appropriate For Burial in a National Cemetery
cumulative
GPA
requirements Burial benefits available include a
(minimum 2.00).
gravesite in any of our 134 national
cemeteries with available space, openOverview
ing and closing of the grave, perpetual
care, a Government headstone or markWhat is it? The Ohio War Orphans er, a burial flag, and a Presidential MeScholarship Program awards tuition morial Certificate, at no cost to the famassistance to the children of deceased or ily. Some Veterans may also be eligible
severely disabled Ohio veterans who for Burial Allowances. Cremated reserved in the armed forces during a mains are buried or inurned in national
period of declared war or conflict.
cemeteries in the same manner and with
the same honors as casketed remains.
Who is eligible? To receive War Orphans Scholarship benefits, a student
must be enrolled for full-time under- Burial benefits available for spouses
graduate study and pursuing an associ- and dependents buried in a national
ate or bachelor's degree at an eligible cemetery include burial with the VeterOhio college or university. Ohio resi- an, perpetual care, and the spouse or
dency is required. Applicants must be dependents name and date of birth and
death will be inscribed on the Veteran's
under the age of 25.
How much aid is available? Scholarship headstone, at no cost to the family. Elibenefits cover a portion of instructional gible spouses and dependents may be
and general fee charges at two and four- buried, even if they predecease the Vetyear public institutions and a portion of eran.
these charges at eligible private colleges and universities.
The Veterans family should make funeral or cremation arrangements with a
How do I apply? Application is made to
funeral provider or cremation office.
the Ohio Board of Regents/State Grants
Any item or service obtained from a
and Scholarships Department.
funeral home or cremation office will
Is there a deadline? The application be at the family's expense.
deadline is July 1 of each year.
For more information, contact Amber
Brady
at
(614)
752-9528
or
abrady@regents.state.oh.us.

Would you like to receive a replacement set of your medals and
decorations, or awards you may have earned but never received? Contact our office for information on how to receive the
awards you earned.
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American Legion Post # 234, Brunswick, Ohio—FOP Post, 716 West 130th, Brunswick, Ohio

It’s been a very busy year. From June until
May we served at the National Cemetery in
Rittman eight times along with 92 funerals for the
year. We increased our roster by adding eight new
members. I’m sorry to report that we also lost eight
veterans to the “COMMANDER IN CHIEF”.
We visited the veterans at Plumcreek, Willowood,
and Pearlview nursing home Memorial Day, Veterans
day, Christmas and Easter. We went to Huntington,
Crestview, Kidder, Hinckley, Memorial, Hickory
Ridge, and Applewood grade schools for 5th grade
flag programs.
We went to each of these schools for Veterans Day
programs. We did 2 memorial programs at Wade
Park Veterans Hospital. Gift to Yanks and food
bank were done on Memorial weekend and the poppy
drive on Labor Day weekend. I could go on and on
with other things this membership has done. I am
proud to be part of this group.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Month of May
5th meeting 11:00 am 2016 elections
10th Rittman
11th Huntington school flag program 2.15pm
13th Brunswick H. S. seniors going into military
service – morning program
13th Kidder flag program
15th Wade Park memorial 2:00 pm flag programs
25th Lunch at PlumCreek nursing home 11:00 am
28th & 29th Gift to Yanks & food drive at S.T. Ambrose before and after all Masses
30th Parade
Month of June
2nd meeting at 11:00 am installation of officers
12noon
23rd help set up wall in medina
28th Rittman
Month of July
3rd or 4th parade
Month of August
4th 11:00 am meeting 7:00 pm Blue Star Mothers,
Boys State and Girls State at 7:00 pm snacks provided’ Attendees and their families
16th Rittman
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Joint Veterans Coalition of Medina County
Joint Veterans Coalition Open To All Veterans
This year marks the fourth consecutive year the Joint Veterans Coalition of Medina County has met, on a bi-monthly basis, to share, learn and cross-fertilize ideas and
information among Veteran organizations throughout the county. All county Veterans
are welcome to attend the meetings. Most important is to reserve October 15 for the county’s annual
All Veterans Banquet, to be held at Williams on the Lake in Medina, from 5:30PM – 9:30PM. For
$30 per person it includes an all you can eat buffet of roast beef, chicken, many sides, desert and open
bar for beer and wine. Entertainment, dancing and raffle prizes will be included.
The remaining 2016 meetings will be at: April 16, VFW at 3916 Pearl Road in Medina, June 18,
VFW at 1439 Carpenter St. in Brunswick, August 18, location to be determined, October 15, Annual
All-Veterans Banquet in Medina and October 22, Medina County Veterans Memorial Hall at 620
North Broadway in Medina. All meetings are on Saturdays from 11AM-1PM. All county Veterans are
invited. Contact Dave Taylor for more information (Phone: 330-722-7455 or E-Mail: dave.taylor
@zoominternet.net.

“Run to the Wall” to support Vietnam Wall while in Medina June 23-26
As part of the year-long Vietnam War Commemoration Program for Medina County in 2016, the
National Vietnam Traveling Wall will be present at Medina High School 24-hours/day from Thursday
June 23 through Sunday June 26.
Medina County Veterans Coalition President Dave Taylor, a member of the commemoration committee, notes the cost to bring the wall to Medina will run about $10,000. Realizing this, former Medina Police Officer Ron Ross, a marathon runner, has volunteered to run 120 miles from the steps of the
state capitol in Columbus, to the wall in Medina, to raise funds to meet expenses for The Wall” Taylor
adds, “Ron was a graduate of the United States Military Academy and served on active duty just after
the Vietnam War ended. His respect for what we endured in Vietnam prompted him to make this solo
run”
Taylor will have a number of items for those wishing to help cover the costs for the Traveling
Wall. Special T-Shirts have been designed to commemorate The Wall being in Medina County this
year. Anyone wishing to learn more about donating should contact Taylor at: (Phone) 330-722-7455
or (E-Mail) dave.taylor@zoominternet.net. In addition to the special T-Shirts, thank you items for donations vary, depending on assistance given for the project, but they include a free copy of Taylor’s
722-page book (now in its third printing), “Our War. The History and Sacrifices of an Infantry Battalion in the Vietnam War, the Medina County Vietnam Commemoration Challenge Coin, and the heart-rendering DVD,
“Volley of Fire” about honors for deceased Veterans that are
rendered at the National Cemetery in Rittman, Ohio.
Front and back of special T-Shirt to commemorate the National Traveling Vietnam Wall which will be in Medina
June 23-26.
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Medina County Veterans Organizations Meeting Times and Places
Organization
American Legion
American Legion
American Legion
American Legion
AMVETS
Blue Star Mothers of Medina
County
Disabled American Veterans
Forty et Eight
Korean War Veterans Association
MARINE Corps League
Medina County Veterans Coalition
Medina County Women of the
Military
Rolling Thunder
Veterans of Foreign Wars
Veterans of Foreign Wars
Veterans of Foreign Wars
Veterans of Foreign Wars
Veterans of Foreign Wars
Veterans of Foreign Wars
Vietnam Veterans of America

Post #
Post #234
Post #523
Post #202
Post #170
Post #1990

City, State

Meeting Times

FOP 716 West 130th St
120 Bank Street, Lodi
620 N. Broadway St.
129 Main Street
620 N. Broadway Street

Address

Brunswick, OH
Lodi, OH
Medina, OH
Wadsworth, OH
Medina, OH

11:00 AM - First Thursday of each month
7:00 PM - Second Thursday of each month
7:15 PM - Fourth Monday of each month
7:00 PM - Second Monday of each month
1:00 PM - First Monday of each month

1439 S. Carpenter Road

Brunswick, OH 6:30 PM - Third Tuesday of each month

Chapter #72 620 N. Broadway Street
Voiture #601 Coppertop 5740 Center
Chapter #69 590 N. Rocky River Dr.
DET #569 3916 Pearl Rd

Medina, OH 7:00 PM - Second Tuesday of each month
Valley City, OH 9:00 AM - Second Saturday of each month
Rocky River, OH 1:00 PM - Fourth Tuesday of each month
Medina, OH 7:00 PM - Third Tuesday of each month
Medina, OH 11:00 AM - Third Saturday of each month
Medina,
mcwomilitary@yahoo.com
OH 44258
Medina, OH 2-4:00 PM - Second Sunday of each month
Brunswick, OH 7:00 PM - Second Monday of each month

PO Box 1812,
Chapter #8 3916 Pearl Rd.
Post #9520 1439 S. Carpenter Road
6299 Avon Lake Rd.,
Post #6892
Chatham Twp.
Post #5137 3916 Pearl Rd
Post #8753 39 F Main St.
Post #5563 6731 Center Rd.
Post #1089 121 Main Street
Chapter
620 N. Broadway
#385

Spencer, OH, 8:00 PM - Second Tuesday of each month
Medina, OH
Seville, OH
Valley City, OH
Wadsworth, OH
Medina, Ohio

7:00 PM - First Tuesday of each month
8:30 PM - Third Thursday of each month
7:00 PM - Second Monday of each month
8:00 PM - First Tuesday of each month
7:00 PM - First Wednesday of each month
(no meeting in July)

*** If the information above is not correct please contact our office so that we may update it.
*** The addresses listed above are the physical address and not necessarily the mailing address.

Dates to Remember

MAY

JUNE

JULY

May 1—Loyalty Day

June 6—D-Day

July 4—Independence Day

May 8—Mothers Day

June 9—Veterans Service Commission meeting

July 14—Veterans Service Commission

May 8—VE Day

4: 00 PM

meeting 4: 00 PM

May 12—Veterans Service Commission meeting June 14—Flag Day
4: 00 PM

June 14—US Army 241th Birthday

May 21—Armed Forces Day, Candlelight Vigil , June 19—Fathers Day
Medina Square

June 21-25—Blue Tip Parade, Wadsworth, Ohio

Aug 1st to 7th—SEE YOU AT THE ME-

May 24—Memorial Day Ceremony, Ohio West-

June 23-26 “The Healing” The Moving Wall in

DINA COUNTY FAIR .

ern Reserve Cemetery

Medina

August 3rd —Veterans Day at the Medi-

May 30—Memorial Day

June 25—Start of the Korean War

na County Fair

Veterans Service Office Closed on:

Veterans Service Office Closed on:

May 28-30 Memorial Day Weekend

July 2-4 Independence Day Weekend

Become a
Member
Today!

New Benefits
Guide For 2016,
Pick one up today
at our office

Medina County
Veterans’ Newsletter

Medina County Veterans’ Service Office
Our Mission

2.
Our Pledge

This newsletter is provided as a
courtesy only. The Medina County
Veterans’ Commission does not
endorse the content of these
newsletters or of other organizations' policies or products.
The information provided here is
for your personal use only and is
in some cases reprinted for the
sole purpose of the Veterans’ of
Medina County.

When you come into the
County Veterans Service
Office you will be assisted
by one of our knowledgeable associates. The people that work in the Medina County Veterans Service Office have a compassionate understanding
of the problems which
confront veterans, widows, widowers, and their
families.

We provide two basic services:
1.

Temporary emergency
financial aid and assistance to eligible veterans and family mem-

bers who have demonstrated a need as set
fourth by the commission.
2. Assist veterans, family
members and survivors
when applying to the
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) for
benefits.

Our assistance includes but is
not limited to:
Financial Assistance:
a. Rent and mortgage payments
b. Utilities: Gas, Electric
and Water
c. Food and personal Hygiene items
d. Medical

e.

f.

Transportation to and from
VA Medical Centers in
Cleveland, Parma and
Akron, Ohio
Grave markers and flags

Service Assistance:
a. Preparations of forms and
paperwork
b. Documentation of claims
and pertinent data
c. Proper submission of
claims to the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs
thru a service organization
d. Submission for awards
decorations and medals
e. Notary Public & DD 214
Certification
Our services are FREE of
charge!

Contact the Medina County Veterans’ Service Office
210 Northland Dr. - Medina, Ohio 44256
Call: 330.722.9368 Toll Free: 844.722.3800 x-9368 FAX: 330.722.9378
E-mail: veterans@medinacountyveterans.org
Office Hours: Monday - Wednesday - Thursday - Friday 8:00 AM - 4:00
PM - Tuesday 10:00 - 4:00 (Closed Noon – 1:00 PM for Lunch)

Medina County
Veterans’ Service Office
210 Northland Dr.
Medina, Ohio 44256

Your Address Could Be Here!

Your Newest Edition of The
Medina County Veterans’ Newsletter
Would you rather receive this in you email in-box?
Go to our website at: www.medinacountyveterans.org and register today!

