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Few military monuments equal the 

impressions felt in your heart and 

mind as when you visit the Tomb 

Of The Unknowns. The history of 

the monument is perhaps lesser 

known to many veterans, the fol-

lowing is courtesy of  Voyager Mili-

taire  Earnest "Wally" Bolton 

 The idea of honoring the un-

known dead of World War I originat-

ed in Europe. France and England 

first paid such honors on 11 Novem-

ber 1920, and Italy and other Eu-

ro-pean nations soon followed. 

 On March 4, 1921, Congress 

approved the burial of an unidentified 

American soldier from World War I 

in the plaza of the new Memorial 

Amphitheater. 

 The body of an unidentified 

American was exhumed from each of 

four American cemeteries-Aisne-

Maine, Meuse-Argonne, Somme, and 

St. Mihiel on 22 October 1921. Each 

was examined to ensure that the 

person had been a member of the 

American Expeditionary Forces, 

that he had died of wounds re-

ceived in combat, and that there 

were no clues to his identity. 

 In the City Hall building of 

Chalons-sur-Marne, U.S. Army 

Sgt. Edward F. Younger, who was 

wounded in combat, highly deco-

rated for valor and received the 

Distinguished Service Medal in 

"The Great War, the war to end all 

wars," selected the Unknown Sol-

dier of World War I from four 

identical caskets, on Oct. 24, 1921. 

 Sergeant Younger, a mem-

ber of Headquarters Company, 2d 

Battalion, 50th Infantry, carried a 

spray of white roses as he led a 

delegation from the main hall to 

the caskets. 

 As a French band in the 

courtyard played a hymn, Younger 

walked around the caskets several 

times before placing the roses on 

one to indi-

NEED HELP WITH 

YOUR VA CLAIM? 

Contact us, we will  

apply our specialized 

knowledge in the best way 

suited to the needs of every 

individual veteran or other 

beneficiary who comes to 

the office for assistance 

Happy Birthday! 

 

US Marine Corp 236h  

Nov 10, 1775 

 

US Navy 236th  

Nov 13, 1775 

Continued on Page 2 
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Our office can provide  
transportation for veterans 

to the following VA  
Healthcare facilities 

 
Wade Park Hospital 

Monday through Friday 
Parma CBOC 

Monday through Friday 
Akron CBOC 

Monday through Friday 
  

We ask that you make your ap-
pointments between the hours 

of 9:00 am and 12 noon.  
 

(Tell them you are a van rider). 
 
 

VA Medical  

Centers  

Inpatient and Outpatient Care is 
Available at the  

Following Hospitals 
 

Wade Park Center 
10701 East Boulevard—

Cleveland, OH 44106 
Phone: (216) 791-3800—Fax: 

(216) 421-3217 
For appointments or  

medication:  
(800) 379-8387 

 
Parma Community Based Clinic 
8787 Brookpark Rd.—Parma, OH 

44134 
Phone: (216) 739-7000 

 
Akron Community Based Clinic 

55 W. Waterloo—Akron, 
OH 44319-1116 

Phone: (330) 724-7715 
 

EMERGENCY ROOM CARE IS 
AVAILABLE AT WADE PARK 24 
HOURS A DAY, SEVEN DAYS A 

WEEK. 
 

If you have an emergency you 
may want to consider going to 

the local hospital 

cate his selec-

tion. He then saluted the cho-

sen unknown American, after 

which the officials in the hall-

way, came forward to present 

their respects. (The roses that 

had been placed on the casket 

remained there and were bur-

ied with the unknown Ameri-

can in Arlington.) The re-

maining three unknown sol-

diers were interred in the 

Meuse Argonne Cemetery, 

France. 

 The Unknown was 

transported by railway to the 

Port of Le Harve where an-

other ceremony was held. 

 The French repre-

sentative a Monsieur Magi-

not, Minister of Pensions, ad-

dressed the Unknown: 

 “Unknown Soldier, 

valiant son of noble America, 

fallen on our soil in the cause 

of right and civilization, it is 

all of France that inclines be-

fore your casket, on which I 

have been ordered by the 

Government of the Republic 

to place the Cross of the Le-

gion of Honor at the moment 

when your glorious remains, 

enveloped in the flag of your 

country, are leaving the land 

which your sacrifice has 

helped to save.” 

 “It is the entire French 

nation which pays you this 

last and supreme honor. She 

cannot forget, she never will 

forget, what you have done 

for her in the hour of peril, 

France who had sided with 

the newly-born America, the 

France whom in its turn the 

United States would not per-

mit to lose her liberty. We do 

not know your name, just as 

we do not know the name of 

the 'Poilu Francais Inconnu,' 

who rests in Paris under the 

Arch de Triomphe, but our 

gratitude turns toward you as 

toward him, and when our 

steps lead us to the Temple of 

the Etoile, to that sacred slab 

where worships the patriotism 

of an entire nation, some of 

our most fervent thoughts will 

be found at the cemetery at 

Arlington, for our worship 

must associate in the same 

cult the two soldiers whose 

blood has been spilled togeth-

er on our soil for our country 

and for humanity.” 

“You two, who have been the     

valiant workers in our com-

mon victory, your anonymity 

permits the symbolization of 

the hidden sacrifice, and we 

honor you, the two men of our 

nations united in the one ideal 

of peace and liberty. We can 

no more separate you than we 

can separate the two flags 

which the enemy brought to-

gether.” 

Continued from front page 

Continued on Page 4 

http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/Transportation
http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/Transportation
http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/Transportation
http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/Transportation
http://www.cleveland.va.gov/
http://www.cleveland.va.gov/locations/Parma.asp
http://www2.va.gov/directory/guide/facility.asp?ID=926
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A Message From the  
County Veterans’  

Service Officer 

Well it seems like 
summer just wont 
end. No complain-
ants from this guy 

though I love the heat. What 
a summer we had. We had a 
great turnout at our annual 
Veterans Day at the Medina 
County Fair once again. It’s 
always wonderful to see so 
many come out for a day of 
fun and festivity. We also fin-
ished up with our tribute to 
Vietnam Veterans down in 
Wadsworth at the American 
Legion and VFW.  

I would like to thank Keith 
Merrill, vice principal at 
Brunswick High School for 
organizing their special trib-
ute to the Vietnam Veterans 
from Brunswick who paid the 
ultimate sacrifice. It was truly 
a memorable tribute at the 
Brunswick Football game on 
September 30th. I was hon-
ored to be able to be apart of 
the ceremony held during 
halftime. Additionally I want 

to thank the Brunswick 
American Legion for their 
assistance in the event.  

For those that didn't get a 
chance to purchase one of 
the Vietnam 50th Commem-
oration coins we still have 
some left. They would make 
a great Christmas gift.  

We got a jammed packed 
edition for this newsletter, 
with Veterans Day coming 
up and we’re also spinning 
up for the DAV’s annual 
“Tank the Truck” event. 
Please help support this if 
you can. It not only helps 
Veterans and their families 
but the entire community 
(see page 5 for details). 

By the time this hits print we 
will have had another Veter-
ans Banquet under our belt 
and I want to congratulate 
the “Veteran of the Year” 
Dave Taylor and a newly 
started award the “Veterans 
Advocate of the Year” first 
awardee, Becky Blackmore.  

  

Please have a joyous 
Thanksgiving,  and Merry 
Christmas and Happy New 
Year! 

 

Veterans Service Officer 

Medina County, 
Ohio 

You can purchase your  

commemorative coin for $10.00. 

All proceeds go to the  

50th Commemoration. 

Commemorative Coin 

Front-side 

Back-side 

http://maketheconnection.net/
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Appointments will be available on  
Mondays & Wednesdays at the Profes-
sional Building on 120 W. Washington St, 
Room 3-C on the third floor. 
To schedule an appointment call 
(440) 845-5023. 

 The speaker ceased. 

The band began playing soft-

ly "Ouvrez le Ban, and Minis-

ter Maginot walked over to 

the casket and decorated the 

Soldier Unknown with the 

Cross Chevalier de la Legion 

d'Honneur. Then "Fermez le 

Ban" and the "Marseillaise" 

by the band -the ceremonies 

were at an end. 

An honor guard then placed 

the Unknown Soldier aboard 

the USS Olympia for the voy-

age to the United States. The 

Unknown Soldier lay in state 

in the Capitol Rotunda from 

his arrival in the United States 

until Armistice Day, 1921. 

 On Nov. 11, 1921, 

President Warren G. Harding 

officiated at the interment cer-

emonies at the Memorial 

Continued from Page 2 Am-phitheater at Arlington 

National Cemetery. The 

crowd was filled with military 

and government dignitaries, 

family members of veterans 

and many placed wreaths or 

mementos on the casket.. 

Chief Plenty Coos, head of 

the Crow Nation, representing 

the Indians of the United 

States, stepped out from the 

crowd, slowly and with native 

dignity he laid his war bonnet 

and coup stick on the sar-

copha-gus.  

 The artillery burst 

forth in salvos and when the 

last reverberation had died 

away, the plaintive notes of 

"Taps" - lights out! - rose up-

on the quiet air, farewell to 

the Soldier Dead. 

 

Our Unknown had come 

home!   

As depicted on the right, Edward Younger recreat-

ed the moment when he had placed roses on one of 

the four unmarked caskets in 1921. He looks much 

older than his age that year… 32 years… when 

placing a fresh bouquet on top of the tomb. 

Edward F. Younger died of a heart attack in Chica-

go on August 6, 1942. This quiet, humble World 

War I warrior was only 44 years old. He is buried, 

fittingly, in Section 18 of Arlington National Cem-

etery under this simple, standardized headstone; not 

far from the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. 

http://iava.org/
http://www.va.gov/homeless/nationalcallcenter.asp
http://www.suicidepreventionlifeline.org/
http://veteranscrisisline.net/
http://www.va.gov/directory/guide/facility.asp?ID=5447
http://www.va.gov/directory/guide/facility.asp?ID=5447
http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/Medals-Military-Records
https://www.vfw.org/
http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/medina-county-veterans-id-card
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Next March 17, 18 and 19th we are looking to Honor Women in Military.   

From the history of women in the military right up to the thousands that 

are serving today.  

Join us at the 2017 I-X Piston Powered Auto-

Rama for this years “Tribute to Women in the Military”. 

Check back for details in February 2017 winter issue. 

 

 
Employment Resource Center 

For job posting and employment 

resources go to our webpage at 

http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/category-3BD68C39-16A0-

4E16-8D92-738A1C9AC11A.aspx 

Please drop off items for “Tank the Truck” at our Office NLT December 9th, 2016 

http://www.veteranscrisisline.net/Resources/SpreadTheWord.aspx
http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/category-3BD68C39-16A0-4E16-8D92-738A1C9AC11A.aspx
http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/category-3BD68C39-16A0-4E16-8D92-738A1C9AC11A.aspx
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCNyb3p2IpMgCFRHqgAodyrEB9w&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.theisca.com%2F&psig=AFQjCNHAqTMan2PUF8XVfQ_O8aA2MUjw0g&ust=1443884809429717
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Medina County Veterans 

Memorial Fund makes 

$8000.00 Donation 
During this past month the Medina County Veterans 

Memorial Fund which is a 501c3 that supports Veterans 

and their interests here in Medina County, donated more 

than $8000.00.  

At the September meeting of the Medina County Chap-

ter #385 of the Vietnam Veterans of America (VVA),  

the fund was able to make a $5000.00 donation to sup-

port their local scholarship program. The VVA writes 

yearly scholarships for descendants of Vietnam Veter-

ans that live throughout Medina County. Contact Chap-

ter #385 for more details:  

 VVA CHAPTER #385 

 620 N Broadway St 

 Medina OH 44256 

 Phone: (330) 220-3416 

 Email: vva385@aol.com 

Later that month the Fund was again able to make a 

$3000.00 donation to the Family Readiness Group 

(FRG) at the Medina Armory. The Medina Family 

Readiness Group is a command-sponsored organization 

of family members, volunteers, soldiers and civilian 

employees associated with the Ohio National Guard 

Unit stationed here in Medina.  

 

If you would like to make a donation to The Medina 

County Veterans Memorial Fund, which is a 501(C) 3 

Tax-Exempt Charitable organization that supports Me-

dina County and its Veterans.   

Please make your tax-deductible donation to “The Me-

dina County Veterans Memorial Fund” and send it to 

The Medina County Veterans Memorial Fund C/o: Joe 

Destro, 3698 Center Rd. Brunswick, Ohio 44212. 

mailto:vva385@aol.com


“Americans We!”  

 

Medina Community Band 

at  

St Francis Xavier Roman 

Catholic Church  

in Medina, Ohio 

Veterans Day Program  

 

7:00pm Wednesday,  

November 9th, 2016  

 

 

Nonperishable food items may be brought 

to help the St. Francis Xavier St. Vincent 

De Paul Society food pantry. 

The Marine Corps Ball here in Medina Coun-

ty will kick off the annual “Toys for Tots”  

Sponsored by Marine Corps League Medina 

Detachment #569.  Last year the Detachment 

helped more than 1325 children have a mem-

orable Christmas throughout Medi-

na County. We are a drop off point 

in Medina County,  Contact: Call 

Randall Schmidt (330) 725-5522 

rbsusmc@zoominternet.net  
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Would you like to receive a replace-

ment set of your medals and deco-

rations, or awards you may have 

earned but never received? Contact 

our office for information on how 

to receive the awards you earned. 

CLEVELAND, OH —In a ceremony at Gray’s Armory in Cleveland 

on Tuesday, October 11, 2016 Senator Sherrod Brown along with 

family friend Mr. Dave Jacobs presented the Bronze Star and the 

Purple Heart – and 15 other medals to Michael Allen Sampsell of 

Lodi. Sampsell, an Army Cavalry Scout who served in Iraq and Af-

ghanistan.  

Sampsell was wounded twice during his years of service. The medals 

were awarded to him throughout his 13 years in the Army, but they 

were lost during his move from Germany back to the United States 

in 2012 when he left the service. 

mailto:rbsusmc@zoominternet.net
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This program is designed to educate disabled veterans and their fami-
lies on specific veterans' benefits and services. This outreach program 

generates considerable claims work on behalf of veterans and their 

families. NSOs, often aided by Department and Chapter Service Of-
ficers, travel to communities across the country to counsel and assist 

veterans with development of evidence, completion of required appli-

cations and prosecution of claims for veterans benefits 

administered under federal, state and local laws.  

Service Officer Address’s Department of Veterans 

Affairs Senior Leader Conference  
The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) held its first 

ever Senior Leader Value Conference at which more than 

six-hundred senior leaders from the VA attended. The 

Medina County Veterans Service Officer was invited to 

address the attendees. Here is what he had to say:    

 

Q: Who invited you and why? 

A: I was invited by the VA’s Intergovernmental Affairs 

due to my position on the Executive Board of the National 

Association of County Veterans Service Officers. I attend-

ed it with a colleague of mine from Minnesota, Martin 

Caraway. I was reluctant at first but felt it was important 

that the folks leading the VA heard form us down here in 

the foxholes. They made all the arrangements and paid for 

the trip to DC for myself and Mr. Caraway.  

 

Q: Do you think it was valuable for the people that attend-

ed the conference to listen to what you had to say? Why?  

A: I do, the attendees were the Directors from each and 

every Hospital, Regional Office and Cemetery throughout 

the VA as well as all the department leaders from VA’s 

Central Office in Washington. Those folks don’t get to 

hear from people that do what I do very often. I see veter-

ans everyday in my office here in Medina County. I live 

with them here in our community, see them at Walmart 

and at our kids little league games. I hear what they think 

is wrong with the VA and what is right. They don’t get to 

have those conversations like I do.   

 

Q:  Did you learn anything from attending the confer-

ence?  

A: Yes, I already knew that the VA has some really good 

people working for them. But I don’t think most people 

realize how big it really is. The largest healthcare system 

in the world along with an administrative system that 

processed more than one million claims last year and a 

cemetery system that manages national memorials in 

each and every state. It is an enormous operation. I know 

the VA sometimes doesn't get it right, but I don’t think 

anyone I met goes to work thinking today I'm going to 

deny someone of something they are due. Sometimes 

they just aren't allowed to do it right because their hands 

are tied due to the laws and rules they have to follow.  

 

Q: Do you think the overall takeaway was that the De-

partment of Veterans Affairs is headed in the right direc-

tion or is it still turning off course? 

A: Mr. Caraway and myself were selected along with the 

leadership of five other Veterans Organizations. The 

State Directors of Veterans Affairs, The Disabled Ameri-

can Veterans (DAV), The American Legion as well as a 

two others were able to address the attendees  for more 

than ninety minutes. The message from all of us was 

mostly positive. The VA has turned around a lot of things 

over the past couple of years. It needs to continue on the 

path its on along with correcting the problems it has re-

cently encountered. We all agreed there is no substitute 

for the VA Healthcare system. It needs to be more acces-

sible for our veterans but not replaced by civilian 

healthcare.   

 

Q: Are there any additional comments you would like to 

include?  

A: Yes, I was honored and somewhat humbled to be able 

to attend and that they would want to hear from me. The 

fact that they took the time to listen to what someone at 

my level had to say was important and shows me they are 

listening.  

http://www.dav.org/veterans/
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THE NIGHT BEFORE CHRISTMAS 
 

Twas the night before Christmas, he lived all alone, In a one-bedroom house made of plaster and 

stone. I had come down the chimney with presents to give, and to see just who in this home did live. 

I looked all about, a strange sight I did see, no tinsel, no presents, not even a tree. 

 

No stocking by mantle, just boots covered with sand, on the wall-hung pictures of far distant lands. 

With medals and badges, awards of all kinds, a sober thought came through my mind. For this 

house was different, In was dark and dreary. I found the home 

of a soldier, once I could see clearly. 

 

The soldier lay sleeping, silent, alone, curled up on the floor in 

this one bedroom home. The face was so gentle, the room in 

such disorder, not how I pictured a United States soldier. Was 

this the hero of whom I'd just read? Curled up on a poncho, 

the floor for a bed? 

 

I realized the families that I saw this night, owed their lives to 

these soldiers who were willing to fight. Soon round the world, the children would play, and 

grownups would celebrate a bright Christmas day. 

 

They all enjoyed freedom each month of the year, because of the soldiers, like the one laying here. 

I couldn't help wonder how many lay alone, on a cold Christmas Eve in a land far from home. 

 

The very thought brought a tear to my eye, I dropped to my knees and started to cry. The soldier 

awakened and I heard a rough voice, "Santa don't cry, this life is my choice. I fight for freedom, I 

don't ask for more, my life, my God, and my country, my corps." 

 

The soldier rolled over and drifted to sleep, I couldn't control It, I continued to weep. I kept watch 

for hours, so silent and still, and we both shivered from the cold night's chill. 

 

I didn't want to leave on that cold, dark night, this guardian of honor 

so willing to fight. 

 

Then the soldier rolled over with a voice soft and pure. whispered, 

'Carry on Santa, It's Christmas day, all is secure." 

 

One look at my watch and I knew he was right, Merry Christmas my 

friend, and to all a good night. 
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 non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma 

 Parkinson’s disease 

 

“We have a responsibility to 

take care of those who have 

served our Nation and have 

been exposed to harm as a re-

sult of that service,” said 

Secretary of Veterans Affairs 

Robert A. McDonald. 

“Establishing a presumption for 

service at Camp Lejeune will 

make it easier for those Veter-

ans to receive the care and ben-

efits they deserve.” 

 

Environmental health experts 

on VA’s Technical Workgroup 

conducted comprehensive re-

views of scientific evidence, 

which included analysis and 

research done by the Depart-

ment of Health and Human Ser-

vice’s Agency for Toxic Sub-

stances and Disease Registry 

(ATSDR), Environmental Pro-

tection Agency, the Internation-

al Agency for Research on Can-

cer, the National Toxicology 

Program, and the National 

Academies of Science. 

Military members with records 

of service showing no less than 

30 days of service, either con-

current or cumulative, at Camp 

Lejeune during the contamina-

tion period can already be 

granted Veteran status for med-

ical benefits, following passage 

of the Honoring America’s Vet-

erans and Caring for Camp 

Lejeune Families Act of 2012. 

In the early 1980s, volatile or-

ganic compounds, trichloroeth-

ylene (TCE), a metal degreaser, 

and perchloroethylene, a dry 

cleaning agent (PCE), as well 

as benzene, and vinyl chloride 

were discovered in two on-base 

water supply systems at Camp 

Lejeune. These systems served 

the housing, administrative, and 

recreational facilities, as well as 

the base hospital. The contami-

nated wells supplying the water 

systems were shut down in Feb-

ruary 1985. 

 

VA acknowledges that current 

science establishes a link be-

tween exposure to certain 

chemicals found in the water 

supply at Camp Lejeune and 

later development of one of the 

proposed presumptive condi-

tions. However, VA experts 

agree that there is no scientific 

underpinning to support a spe-

cific minimum exposure level 

for any of 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

September 9, 2016 

 

WASHINGTON – The De-

partment of Veterans Affairs 

(VA) has published proposed 

regulations to establish pre-

sumptions for the service 

connection of eight diseases 

affecting military members 

exposed to contaminants in 

the water supply at Camp 

Lejeune, N.C. 

 

The presumptive illnesses ap-

ply to active duty, reserve and 

National Guard members who 

served for no less than 30 

days at Camp Lejeune 

between August 1, 1953 and 

December 31, 1987, and are 

diagnosed with the following 

conditions: 

 

 adult leukemia 

 aplastic anemia and other 

myelodysplastic syn-

dromes 

 bladder cancer 

 kidney cancer 

 liver cancer 

 multiple myeloma 

VA Proposes Rule to Consider Certain Diseases Associated with Expo-

sure to Contaminants in the Water Supply at Camp Lejeune 

VA to provide presumptive service connection for related diseases 

Continued on Page 7 
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for service connection on a pre-

sumptive basis; nothing in this 

proposed regulation prohibits 

consideration of service 

connection on a non-

presumptive basis. The 30-day 

public comment period on the 

proposed rule is open until 

Oct.10, 2016. 

the condi-

tions. Therefore, VA wel-

comes comments on the 30-

day minimum exposure 

requirement and will consider 

other practical alternatives 

when drafting the final rule. 

VA also notes that the pro-

posed 30-day requirement 

serves to establish eligibility 

Continued from Page 6 

Employment Resource 

Center For job posting and 

employment resources  

Check out our website 

Photojournalist Ali Ghanbari (far left) stands with American Le-

gion Post 202’s Honor Guard, of Medina, the subject of a docu-

mentary that won Ghanbari won  a number of awards this year. 

Medina City Council, which honored both Ghanbari and the 

Guard September 26, stands behind.  

Photo by Kevin McMananus of The Post.  

See the entire article by clicking HERE 

View the video “Volley of Fire” on U-Tube by clicking HERE  

http://www.va.gov/homeless/
http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/category-3BD68C39-16A0-4E16-8D92-738A1C9AC11A.aspx
http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/category-3BD68C39-16A0-4E16-8D92-738A1C9AC11A.aspx
http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/category-3BD68C39-16A0-4E16-8D92-738A1C9AC11A.aspx
http://www.thepostnewspapers.com/medina/breaking_news/local-honor-guard-subject-of-emmy-winning-piece/article_ffc08ff5-d541-5356-be5c-782bd98a9e5d.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DFXc8lZd6-M
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American Legion Post # 234, Brunswick, Ohio 

FOP Post, 716 West 130th, Brunswick, Ohio 
EVENTS FOR THE MONTH OF NOVEMBER 

NOV 1,  MEMBERSHIP MEETING 11:00AM 

NOV 4,  VETERANS PROGRAM AT MEMORIAL SCHOOL 9:45 AM 

NOV 4,  APPLEWOOD SCHOOL 1:30 PM 

NOV 7,  CRESTVIEW SCHOOL 1:30 PM 

NOV 9,  HICKORY RIDGE SCHOOL 9:30 AM 

NOV 10, HUNTINGTON SCHOOL 9:30 AM 

NOV 10, KIDDER SCHOOL 1:30 PM 

NOV 11, LIFE CARE NURSING HOME BREAKFAST AND VETERANS 

  PROGRAM 9:00 AM 

NOV 11, CITY HALL BRUNSWICK 11:00AM 

NOV 14, TH EDWARDS MIDDLE SCHOOL VETERANS  

  PROGRAM 8:15AM 

NOV 15, VETERANS PROGRAMS   

  PEARLVIEW NURSING HOME 9:00AM 

  WILLOWOOD NURSING HOME 10:30AM     

  PLUM CREEK NURSING HOME  1:15 PM  

NOV 17, 'FOOD BANK' ALSO WILLETTS SCHOOL VETERANS  

  PROGRAM 9:00AM 

NOV 18, TOWSLEE SCHOOL VETERANS PROGRAM 10:00AM 

NOV 22, NATIONAL CEMETARY 

EVENTS FOR THE  MONTH OF DECEMBER 

DEC l,  MEMBERSHIP MEETING 11:00AM 

DEC l,  CHRISTMAS PARTY 5:30PM 

DEC 12, VETERANS PROGRAM LIFE CARE NURSING HOME 10:00AM 

DEC 15, FOOD BANK 

DEC 19, CHRISTMAS WITH VETERANS AT: PEARLVIEW 9:00AM, WILLOWOOD 

  10:30AM ,  PLUMCREEK 1:15PM 

 

POST 234 CHRISTMAS PARTY, FOOD DRINKS , MUSIC DANCING, EVERVTHING INCLUD-

ED FOR 25.00$ RSVP BY NOVEMBER 20THBY CALLING WALLY KNOWLES 330-225-6290 

OR BOB PREVOST AT 330-618-1701 

MERRY CHRISTMAS HAPPY NEW YEAR 
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 Emergency Financial Assistance For 

Veterans & Dependents 

Title 59, ORC, requires each County 

Veterans Service Commission/Office to 

establish and administer a financial 

assistance program.  As such, each 

county develops its own policies and 

guidelines regarding financial assis-

tance and is NOT bound by the policies 

of any other county. 

In Medina County, you may be eligible 

for assistance in the following areas: 

Food, Rent/Mortgage (Nursing Home 

& Assisted Living or Domicile is ex-

empt), Utilities (heat, water, electric 

only), Medical (requires commission 

review) 

Each applicant for financial assistance 

must meet the definition of a veteran as 

defined by Title 5901.01 of the Ohio 

Revised Code or be an Active Duty 

member of the Armed Forces of the 

United States, the spouse or surviving 

spouse, a dependent parent, minor 

child, or ward of the veteran or the Ac-

tive Duty member. 

The Commission has developed a set of 

guidelines that is applied to every eligi-

ble applicant.  It is applied across the 

board, and exceptions to policy are 

made ONLY when the Commission 

determines that the individual situation 

warrants such an exception. 

This program is one of temporary, 

emergency financial assistance.  It is 

not a long term assistance program and 

it is not a subsidy program.  Assistance 

will normally not be provided for more 

than three (3) months per application 

year unless there is a compelling reason 

to do so.  Furthermore assistance will 

not be granted fo more than thirty-six 

(36) months in any sixty (60) month 

period. 
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County benefits throughout Ohio are benefits 
provided by the county in which you reside. 

They are provided by the County and are specif-

ic to those Veterans living within it.  

They are not the same from county to county. 

State benefits are provided by the State of Ohio 
and are available to ail Veterans that are state 

residents. 

Federal benefits come from the Federal Gov-
ernment and apply equally to all Veterans 

across the country. 

Our office is trained to assist you in applying for and pursuing any benefit from Medina County, the State of Ohio or the Federal Government. 

1 
Ohio Veterans Home 

 

The Ohio Veterans Homes are a State 

of Ohio establishment comprised of 

three facilities – a nursing home located 

in Georgetown, and a nursing home and 

a domiciliary located in Sandusky. 

Each one offers a quality of life which 

emphasizes privacy, encourages inde-

pendence, provides comfort and securi-

ty, and meets social needs.  

 

To tour our Georgetown Home 

Call Ruth Ann Gelter 

(937) 378-2900 ext. 2724 

 

To tour our Sandusky Home 

Call Tricia McKinnon 

(419) 625-2454 ext. 1236 

 

To tour our Sandusky Domiciliary 

Call Tricia McKinnon 

(419) 625-2454 ext. 1236 

 

To tour the Sandusky Veterans Home 

Museum 

Call (419) 625-2454 ext. 1447 or 1356 

  

 

Department of Veterans Affairs - Burial 

Flags   

Why Does VA Provide a Burial Flag? 

A United States flag is provided, at no 

cost, to drape the casket or accompany 

the urn of a deceased veteran who 

served honorably in the U. S. Armed 

Forces.  It is furnished to honor the 

memory of a veteran's military service 

to his or her country.  VA will furnish a 

burial flag for memorialization for each 

other than dishonorable discharged vet-

eran who served during wartime veter-

an who died on active duty after May 

27, 1941, veteran who served after Jan-

uary 31, 1955 peacetime veteran who 

was discharged or released before June 

27, 1950 certain persons who served in 

the organized military forces of the 

Commonwealth of the Philippines 

while in service of the U.S Armed forc-

es and who died on or after April 25, 

1951 certain former members of the 

 Selected Reserves Who Is Eli-

gible to Receive the Burial Flag? 

 Generally, the flag is given to 

the next-of-kin, as a keepsake, after its 

use during the funeral service.  When 

there is no next-of-kin, VA will furnish 

the flag to a friend making request for 

it.  For those VA national cemeteries 

with an Avenue of Flags, families of 

veterans buried in these national ceme-

teries may donate the burial flags of 

their loved ones to be flown on patriotic 

holidays. 

 Can a Burial Flag Be Re-

placed?  

The law allows us to issue one flag for 

a veteran's funeral.  We cannot replace 

it if it is lost, destroyed, or stolen.  

However, some veterans' organizations 

or other community groups may be able 

to help you get another flag.     

http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/emergency-financial-assistance-for-veterans-dependants
http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/emergency-financial-assistance-for-veterans-dependants
http://www.medinacountyveteransserviceoffice.org/
http://dvs.ohio.gov/VETERANS_HOMES
http://www.medinacountyveteransserviceoffice.org/info/va-burial-cemetery-information-for-veterans
http://www.medinacountyveteransserviceoffice.org/info/va-burial-cemetery-information-for-veterans
http://veteranscrisisline.net/
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Joint Veterans Coalition of Medina County  

Medina County Veteran Advocate of the Year  -  Becky Blackmore 

David Taylor is a retired Colonel, Special Forces, US Army Re-

serve. He served four years on active duty, including combat in the 

Vietnam War where he was wounded twice, and twenty-two years 

in the Army Reserve in special operations and counter-terrorism. He is Airborne, 

Ranger and Special Forces qualified. 

Colonel Taylor is retired from the business world where he worked in business 

management assignments for 29 years including international operations, market-

ing, sales and new business development. 

He is an author, historian and publisher, specializing in military history. His book 

about the Vietnam War was published in 2011 and is now in its third printing and his articles about 

war have been published in national magazines. In addition to serving as the first President of the 

Medina County Veterans Coalition, Colonel Taylor is an active member in several Veteran Asso-

ciations which include Veterans of Foreign Wars, American Legion, Vietnam Veterans of America 

and Disabled American Veterans. 

Colonel Taylor and his wife Susan, a former Army nurse, have been residence of Medina, Ohio for 

the past 44 years. The Joint Veterans Coalition of Medina County is proud to recognize David 

Taylor as it’s 2016 Veteran of the Year. 

Becky Blackmore is the President of Rolling Thunder Chapter 8.  Rolling Thun-

der’s primary function is to educate the public and raise awareness on issues con-

cerning past and present American Prisoners of War (POWs), those missing in 

action (MIA), veterans and active duty service members.   

During her 14 years as President, Becky has been instrumental in the chapter’s 

sponsorship of various federal & state bills that support POWs, MIAs, veterans 

and active duty service members. She has established public educational and me-

morial programs locally and provided help to family members of deployed service 

members as well as homeless veterans.  She has led the Chapter in raising funds to benefit causes 

such as the Greater Cleveland Fisher House and participated in numerous veterans’ organizations 

events which include Toys for Tots, Habitat for Humanity Veteran Build and Wreaths Across 

America.  Throughout the year Becky and the Chapter also visit the VA Hospital in Cleveland in 

order to spend quality time with veteran patients who often have no family ties.   

Becky is an auxiliary member of VFW Post 5137 and recipient of the Ohio National Guard Distin-

guished Service Medal.  

Becky is a proud Navy Brat and sister of both Army and Marine Corps veterans.  She currently re-

sides in Medina with her husband Dave.  The Joint Veterans Coalition of Medina County is proud 

to recognize Becky Blackmore as it’s 2016 Veteran Advocate of the Year. 

Medina County Veteran of the Year  -  Dave Taylor 
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Medina County Veterans Organizations Meeting Times and Places 

Organization Post # Address City, State  Meeting Times 
American Legion Post #234 FOP 716 West 130th St Brunswick, OH 11:00 AM - First Thursday of each month 

American Legion Post #523 120 Bank Street, Lodi Lodi, OH  7:00 PM - Second Thursday of each month 

American Legion Post #202 620 N. Broadway St. Medina, OH   7:15 PM - Fourth Monday of each month 

American Legion Post #170 129 Main Street Wadsworth, OH 7:00 PM - Second Monday of each month 

AMVETS Post #1990 620 N. Broadway Street Medina, OH  1:00 PM - First Monday of each month 

Blue Star Mothers of Medina  
County  

  1439 S. Carpenter Road Brunswick, OH 6:30 PM - Third Tuesday of each month 

Disabled American Veterans Chapter #72 620 N. Broadway Street Medina, OH  7:00 PM - Second Tuesday of each month 

Forty et Eight Voiture #601 Coppertop 5740 Center  Valley City, OH 9:00 AM - Second Saturday of each month  

Korean War Veterans Association Chapter #69 590 N. Rocky River Dr.  Rocky River, OH 1:00 PM - Fourth Tuesday of each month 

MARINE Corps League DET #569 3916 Pearl Rd Medina, OH  7:00 PM - Third Tuesday of each month 

Medina County Veterans Coalition   Medina, OH 11:00 AM - Third Saturday of each month 

Medina County Women of the  
Military 

  PO Box 1812,  
Medina, 

OH 44258  
mcwomilitary@yahoo.com  

Rolling Thunder Chapter #8 3916 Pearl Rd. Medina, OH  2-4:00 PM - Second Sunday of each month 

Veterans of Foreign Wars  Post #9520 1439 S. Carpenter Road Brunswick, OH 7:00 PM - Second Monday of each month 

Veterans of Foreign Wars  Post #6892 
6299 Avon Lake Rd.,     
Chatham Twp. 

Spencer, OH,  8:00 PM - Second Tuesday of each month 

Veterans of Foreign Wars  Post #5137 3916 Pearl Rd Medina, OH  7:00 PM - First Tuesday of each month 

Veterans of Foreign Wars  Post #8753 39 F Main St. Seville, OH  8:30 PM - Third Thursday of each month 

Veterans of Foreign Wars  Post #5563 6731 Center Rd. Valley City, OH 7:00 PM - Second Monday of each month 

Veterans of Foreign Wars  Post #1089 121 Main Street Wadsworth, OH 8:00 PM - First Tuesday of each month 

Vietnam Veterans of America 
Chapter 

#385 
620 N. Broadway Medina, Ohio  

7:00 PM - First Wednesday of each month        
(no meeting in July) 

Become a  

Member  

Today! 

Nov 6—Daylight Savings Time Begins 

Nov 8—Election Day 

Nov 10—USMC, 241th Birthday 

Nov 9—Medina City, Veterans Day at Saint 

Francis Xavier Church 7:00 pm 

Nov 11—Veterans Day 

Nov 13—US Navy, 241th Birthday 

Nov 24—Thanksgiving Day 

 

 

Veterans Service Office Closed on: 

Nov 11, Veterans Day 

Nov 24-25 Thanksgiving Day 

Dec 7—Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day (1941) 

Dec 15—Bill of Rights Day 

Dec 16—Battle of the Bulge 

Dec 20—Invasion of Panama: "Operation Just 

Cause" (1989)  

Dec 25 Christmas Day 

Dec 31—New Years Eve 

 

 

Veterans Service Office Closed on: 

Dec 23, at 1:00pm 

Dec 26 Monday after Christmas Day 

Dec 30, at 1:00pm 

Jan 1—New Years Day 

Jan 18—Martin Luther King Day 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Veterans Service Office Closed on: 

Jan 2, Monday after New Years Day 

Jan 16, Martin Luther King Day 

NOVEMBER DECEMBER JANRUARY 

Dates to Remember 

*** If the information above is not correct please contact our office so that we may update it.  

*** The addresses listed above  are the physical address and not necessarily the mailing address.  

http://www.davmembersportal.org/chapters/oh/72/default.aspx
http://mcwomilitary.weebly.com/
http://mcwomilitary.weebly.com/
mailto:mcwomilitary@yahoo.com
http://www.rollingthunderohio8.org/
http://vfw9520.org/?9505aeb8
http://medinavfw.com/
http://www.vva.org/VVAChapter385.html
https://www.facebook.com/MedinaCountyVeteransServiceOffice/


This newsletter is provided as a 

courtesy only. The Medina County 
Veterans’ Commission does not 
endorse the content of these 
newsletters or of other organi-
zations' policies or products.  
The information provided here is 
for your personal use only and is 

in some cases reprinted for the 

sole purpose of the Veterans’ of 
Medina County. 

Your Newest Edition of The  

Medina County Veterans’ Newsletter 
 

Would you rather receive this in you email in-box?  

Go to our website at: www.medinacountyveterans.org and register today! 

Medina County Veterans’ Service Office 

 Our Mission  

Our Pledge  

When you come into the 
County Veterans Service 
Office you will be assisted 
by one of our knowledge-
able associates. The peo-
ple that work in the Medi-
na County Veterans Ser-
vice Office have a com-
passionate understanding 
of the problems which 
confront veterans, wid-
ows, widowers, and their 
families.  

 

We provide two basic ser-

vices: 

 

1. Temporary emergency 

financial aid and assis-

tance to eligible veter-

ans and family mem-

bers who have demon-

strated a need as set 

fourth by the commis-

sion. 

2. 2. Assist veterans, family 

members and survivors 

when applying to the 

U.S. Department of Vet-

erans Affairs (VA) for 

benefits. 

 

Our assistance includes but is 

not limited to: 

 

Financial Assistance: 

a. Rent and mortgage pay-

ments 

b. Utilities: Gas, Electric 

and Water 

c. Food and personal Hy-

giene items 

d. Medical 

e. Transportation to and from 

VA Medical Centers in 

Cleveland, Parma and 

Akron, Ohio 

f. Grave markers and flags 

 

Service Assistance: 

a. Preparations of forms and 

paperwork 

b. Documentation of claims 

and pertinent data 

c. Proper submission of 

claims to the U.S. Depart-

ment of Veterans Affairs 

thru a service organization 

d. Submission for awards 

decorations and medals 

e. Notary Public & DD 214 

Certification 

Our services are FREE of 

charge! 

210 Northland Dr. 
Medina, Ohio 44256 

Medina County 
Veterans’ Service Office 

 

 

Your Address Could Be Here! 

Medina County 

Veterans’ Newsletter 

Contact the Medina County Veterans’ Service Office 
210 Northland Dr.  - Medina, Ohio 44256 

 

Call:  330.722.9368    Toll Free: 844.722.3800 x-9368 FAX: 330.722.9378 
E-mail: veterans@medinacountyveterans.org 

Office Hours: Monday - Wednesday - Thursday - Friday   8:00 AM - 4:00 

PM - Tuesday 10:00 - 4:00 (Closed Noon – 1:00 PM for Lunch) 

http://www.medinacountyveterans.org
http://www.medinacountyveteransserviceoffice.org
mailto:veterans@medinacountyveterans.org

