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Almost 200 people were at Williams 

on the Lake, on Saturday, October 

3rd for the Third Annual Veterans 

Military Banquet, sponsored by The 

Medina County Veterans Coalition. 

The exciting evening featured solemn 

decorum and rousing enthusiasm of a 

military gathering. 

 

It began with a social hour, followed 

by the Presentation of Colors by 

American Legion Post 234, the 

Pledge of Allegiance led by Chuck 

Heller, an invocation by Rev. Mr. 

Clem Belter, and the POW-MIA Re-

membrance Ceremonial Toasts, fol-

lowed by a series of toasts to each 

Third Annual Veterans Military Ball 

By Angela Huston/Photos by Russ Huston 

branch of the military concluding 

with one to the fallen comrades. 

 

Welcoming remarks were made by 

David W. Taylor, President, Medi-

na County Veterans Coalition – 

Colonel (Retired) U.S. Army Spe-

cial Forces, after which everyone 

enjoyed dinner.  

 

The Brunswick High School Choir 

entertained with an outstanding 

musical presentation that conclud-

ed with the National Anthem. The 

talented students received high 

words of praise and a standing 

ovation for their  

NEED HELP WITH 

YOUR VA CLAIM? 

Contact us, we will  

apply our specialized 

knowledge in the best 

way suited to the needs 

of every individual veter-

an or other beneficiary 

who comes to the office 

for assistance 

Continued on Page 8 

Happy Birthday! 

 

US Marine Corp 236h  

Nov 10, 1775 

 

US Navy 236th  

Nov 13, 1775 

http://veteranscrisisline.net/
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Our office can provide  
transportation for veterans 

to the following VA  
Healthcare facilities 

 
Wade Park Hospital 

Monday through Friday 
Parma CBOC 

Monday through Friday 
Akron CBOC 

Monday through Thursday 
  

We ask that you make your ap-
pointments between the hours 

of 9:00 am and 12 noon.  
 

(Tell them you are a van rider). 
 
 

VA Medical  

Centers  

Inpatient and Outpatient Care is 
Available at the  

Following Hospitals 
 

Wade Park Center 
10701 East Boulevard—

Cleveland, OH 44106 
Phone: (216) 791-3800—Fax: 

(216) 421-3217 
For appointments or  

medication:  
(800) 379-8387 

 
Parma Community Based Clinic 
8787 Brookpark Rd.—Parma, OH 

44134 
Phone: (216) 739-7000 

 
Akron Community Based Clinic 

55 W. Waterloo—Akron, 
OH 44319-1116 

Phone: (330) 724-7715 
 

EMERGENCY ROOM CARE IS 
AVAILABLE AT WADE PARK 24 
HOURS A DAY, SEVEN DAYS A 

WEEK. 
 

If you have an emergency you 
may want to consider going to 

the local hospital 

 

 

For Immediate Release 

Press Contact: 

Steve Legerski, 1-X Center 

slegerski@ixcenter.com  

 

216-265-2514 

 

 

 

THE 2016 SUMMIT RACING EQUIPMENT 1-X PISTON POWERED AUTO-RAMA 

PRESENTED BY RAD AIR COMPLETE CAR CARE AND TIRE CENTERS 

TEAMS WITH MEDINA VFW 5137 LOCAL VETERAN ORGANIZATIONS AND 

THREE CHAPTERS OF ROLLING THUNDER TO COMMEMORATE 

THE SOTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE VIETNAM WAR 

 

Cleveland, Ohio (September 11, 2015) The Summit Racing Equipment 1-X Piston 

Powered Auto-Rama. 

 

Presented by Rad Air Complete Car Care and Tire Centers will celebrate the 50th An-

nual show in Cleveland at the 1-X Center on March 18 - 20, 2016 and will team with 

the Medina VFW 5137, local Veteran Organizations and three Chapters of Rolling 

Thunder to create a program that will comport with the 2008 National Defense Author-

ization Act to conduct a program to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the Vietnam 

War. 

 

The volunteer effort to become a Commemorative Partner with The United States of 

America Vietnam War Commemoration was accepted and recognized by a proclama-

tion on-September 1, 2015. The commemorative programs will include activities and 

ceremonies to achieve the following objectives:  

 To thank and honor veterans of the Vietnam War, including personnel who were 

held as prisoners of war (POW), or listed as missing in action (MIA), for their 

service and sacrifice on behalf of the United States and to thank and honor the 

families of these veterans. 

 To highlight the service of the Armed Forces during the Vietnam War and the 

contributions of Federal agencies and governmental and non-governmental organi-

zations that served with, or in support of, the Armed Forces. 

 To pay tribute to the contributions made on the home front by the people of the 

United States during the Vietnam War. 

 To highlight the advances in technology, science, and medicine related to military 

research conducted during the Vietnam War. 

 To recognize the contributions and sacrifices made by the allies of the United 

States during the Vietnam War. 

http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/Transportation
http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/Transportation
http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/Transportation
http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/Transportation
http://www.cleveland.va.gov/
http://www.cleveland.va.gov/locations/Parma.asp
http://www2.va.gov/directory/guide/facility.asp?ID=926
mailto:slegerski@ixcenter.com
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCNyb3p2IpMgCFRHqgAodyrEB9w&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.theisca.com%2F&psig=AFQjCNHAqTMan2PUF8XVfQ_O8aA2MUjw0g&ust=1443884809429717
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A Message From the  
County Veterans’  

Service Officer 

eral Posts that are doing great. 
Community activity seems to be 
the key in most cases. The Me-
dina County Veterans Coalition 
has been a great place for the 
Posts throughout Medina Coun-
ty to share ideas and collabo-
rate.  
 In this newsletter you 
will read about Medina Coun-
ty’s 2016 Commemoration of 
the 50th Anniversary of the Vi-
etnam War. I want to thank 
those who have stepped up to 
be on the committee  for this 
important event. The 
Wadsworth American Legion 
and the Medina VFW have 
been absolutely fabulous and 
have volunteered to support  
two of the three major events.   
We are very thankful to have    

organizations and Veterans that 
are always there when we call.  
Thank You!  
 I would also like to 
shout out a special thank you to 
Mr. Dean Brubaker. Mr. Bru-
baker is the Medina County 
resident responsible for making 
our Memorial Flag Cases for 
the past ten years. Mr. Bru-
baker has decided to retire at 
the end of this year. Mr. Bru-

Summer has gone 
and the leaves have 
started to fall. Soon 
the snow will be fall-
ing and covering the 

ground. I love winter, for 
about a week! But life is a bell 
curve as I learned long ago 
and you can either stay at the 
bottom of it or do everything 
in your  power to get back up 
on top. I choose the latter; 
being on top is much more 
fun. 
This past summer was a 
good one for our veterans 
here in Medina County. Vet-
erans Day at the Fair was a 
huge success again this year. 
Several of the Veterans Or-
ganizations had booths set 
up and were able to meet 
with their peers from around 
the county. The Medina 
County veterans Memorial 
hall is scheduled to break 
ground on their building reno-
vations this Fall and hopefully 
have it completed by spring. 
Wadsworth, and Lodi Veter-
ans Post’s are all seeing in-
creased activity which is 
great. Sadly the American 
Legion Post #608 in Spencer 
cased up it’s colors this past 
summer and combined with 
the American Legion in Wel-
lington, Ohio. There are sev-

baker handcrafted these beauti-
ful cases for the loved ones of 
veterans who were residents of 
Medina County at the time of 
their passing. Thank You Mr. 
Brubaker.  
 Our office has seen a 
downward trend in our financial 
assistance program over the 
past few years. With a recov-
ered economy and a unemploy-
ment rate amongst veterans in 
the county below .05% the 
need just isn't what it was five 
years ago. In some ways that is 
fortunate but there are still 
some in need and we cannot 
forget about them. If you know 
someone who may benefit from 
our financial assistance pro-
gram please encourage them to 
come see us. We try very hard 
to assist anyone who needs it. 
In some cases, if we cannot 
help we may know of another 
agency that can.  
 With Veteran’ Day right 
at our heels it is another what I 
consider “closing” to the Veter-
an’s time of year, which runs 
form May to November on my 
calendar. It is time to hang up 
the uniform for awhile and 
spend some time with family 
and friends over the holiday 
season. Oh, I know the honor 
guards don’t stop and the post 
still need ran but try to set back 
and enjoy what is important 
over the Holiday’s, family and 
friends. 
 
Veterans Service Officer 
Medina County, Ohio 
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FREE FOOD  DISTRIBUTIONS 

will be held at the Community Center at the Medina County Fairgrounds, 

on the Third Thursday of each month. 

 Nov 20  Dec 18  Jan 21 

Any household or individual under the 200% of Federal Poverty Guideline is 

eligible! Anyone receiving benefits from Job and Family Services is under 200% of 

poverty. Food will be distributed on a first come first serve basis.                     

Please bring your own bags 

IS LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS! 

CONTACT THEM: 901 Lafayette Rd.  

Medina, OH 44258  330.421.4816  

 

Appointments will be available on  
Mondays & Wednesdays at the Profes-
sional Building on 120 W. Washington St, 
Room 3-C on the third floor. 
To schedule an appointment call 
(440) 845-5023. 

Employment Resource Center 

For job posting and employment 

resources go to our webpage at 

http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/category-

3BD68C39-16A0-4E16-8D92-738A1C9AC11A.aspx 

If you would like to be 

interviewed on “Salute to 

Service” please call 

330.722.9368 and let us 

know. We’d love to here 

about your experience in 

the military and as a vet-

eran. Medina County  

residents only. 

The reason the Air Force, Army, Navy and Marines bicker amongst themselves is that they don?t speak the 
same language. For instance, Take the simple phrase ?secure the building?. The Army will post guards around 
the place. The Navy will turn out the lights and lock the doors. The Marines will kill everybody inside and set up a headquar-
ters. The Air Force will take out a 5 year lease with an option to buy.  The reason the Air Force, Army, Navy and Marines 
bicker amongst themselves is that they don?t speak the same language. For instance, Take the simple phrase ?secure the 
building?. The Army will post guards around the place. The Navy will turn out the lights and lock the doors. The Marines will 
kill everybody inside and set up a headquarters. The Air Force will take out a 5 year lease with an option to buy.  

http://iava.org/
http://www.va.gov/homeless/nationalcallcenter.asp
http://www.suicidepreventionlifeline.org/
http://veteranscrisisline.net/
http://www.va.gov/directory/guide/facility.asp?ID=5447
http://www.va.gov/directory/guide/facility.asp?ID=5447
http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/Medals-Military-Records
https://www.vfw.org/
http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/category-3BD68C39-16A0-4E16-8D92-738A1C9AC11A.aspx
http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/category-3BD68C39-16A0-4E16-8D92-738A1C9AC11A.aspx
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   Medina County Veterans Identification Cards are available from the Medina County Recorder’s Office. 

 They are located at: 144 N Broadway St #117 , Medina, OH 44256 — (330) 725-9782   

You will need an original or certified original copy of your discharge in order to be eligible for a ID Card. 

If you do not have one you can come into our office and we will assist you in requesting an original copy. Or you can order one HERE on 

line yourself. 

You will need a valid Drivers License or State ID card also with your application.   

***If you did not meet the service requirements or service criteria to receive one of the following you will not be issued a ID card. We are 

sorry but this is the law. The only agency that can issue you a discharge is the branch that you served in. 

***This ID card is not a valid form of identifacation and we are not responsible for those that accept it. 

  

Discharge documentation includes:   

DD-214, NGB-22, NGB-55, DD-256, DD-214:    

A DD214 is a separation from Active Duty. Reservists and National Guardsmen/women will may have re-

ceived a DD214 other than the initial training only if they have been activated into an active-duty status, 

usually under Title 10 orders. 

NG(B)-22: National Guardsmen/women receive another form of final discharge. Many of them, have one or several DD214’s however, it 

is not their final discharge – this takes the form of the NG/22. 

NG(B)-55: NGB Form 55 is issued to Soldiers concurrently discharged from the ARNG and as a Reserve of the Army with honor. This 

includes any request of the Family if a Soldier dies while in the ARNG. 

DD256: Traditional Reservists - those that served their entire contract without an activation, will not have received a DD214 except for 

the one they received at the completion of their initial military training (boot camp, basic training, job school). In the absence of a federal 

activation, the only discharge paperwork these troops will receive is a DD256 – Honorable Discharge Certificate. Unlike a DD214 or an 

NGB22, the DD256 does not elaborate on any aspect of military service, it is merely a statement of honorable service. Another key differ-

ence between the DD256 & the DD214/NGB22, is that it is only issued after the completion of the entire service contract.  



SENIOR SECTION “PARADE REST” 

Veterans and Their Benefits 

Edward Zackery 

Reprinted from  

“Helping Hands” 
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and other Veterans organiza-

tions throughout the county. 

Our mission is to thank and 

honor veterans of the Vietnam 

War, including personnel who 

were held as prisoners of war or 

listed as missing in action, for 

their service and sacrifice on 

behalf of the United States as 

well as thank and honor their 

families.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

We will highlight the service of 

the Armed Forces during the 

Vietnam War and pay tribute to 

the contributions made on the 

home front by the people of the 

United States during that time.  

 We are planning three 

major events in 2016 starting 

with Vietnam Veterans day on 

March 29, 2016. Our first event, 

“The Vietnam War and Our 

History,” will recognize the 

thirty-three men from Medina 

County who made the ultimate 

sacrifice and gave their lives for 

our nation. “The Healing,” is 

our second event which will 

take place in June 2016 at 

which time Medina County will 

host “The Moving Wall,” for a 

weekend. The third and final 

event is a “Welcome Home, 

Passing of the Torch,” featuring 

the “Eyes of Freedom” paint-

ings. We hope to have a large 

welcome home event for our 

Vietnam veterans as they pass 

the torch form one generation 

of veterans to today’s veterans, 

assuming the responsibility of 

guarding our nation’s freedom.   

 This is an enormous un-

dertaking and we hope to incor-

porate people of all ages from 

Medina County. We want eve-

ryone to understand our history 

here in Medina County and how 

it relates to our nation’s history 

during the Vietnam War.  

 Donations are currently 

being accepted. Please make 

your tax-deductible donation to 

“The Medina County Veterans 

Memorial Fund,” and send it to 

The Medina County Veterans 

Memorial Fund, C/o: Joe De-

stro, 3698 Center Rd. Bruns-

wick, Ohio 44212 

 If you have, any ques-

tions about these events please 

contact the Medina County Vet-

erans’ Service Office at 330-

722-9368 or email us at veter-

ans@medinacountyveterans.org  

or catch us on the web at 

http://www.medinacountyvetera

nsserviceoffice.org/  

The 2008 National 

Defense Authoriza-

tion Act authorized 

the Secretary of De-

fense to conduct a program to 

commemorate the 50th Anni-

versary of the Vietnam War. 

The Commemoration of the 

50th Anniversary of the Vi-

etnam War began on Memori-

al Day 2012 and will run 

through November 11, 2025. 

Proclaimed by the President 

of the United Sates.  Federal, 

State, and local governments 

are called to honor our Vi-

etnam veterans, our fallen, 

our wounded, those unac-

counted for, former prisoners 

of war, their families, and all 

who served with appropriate 

programs, ceremonies, and 

activities. 

 Although here in Me-

dina County we have always 

taken time to honor all of our 

veterans, we will pay special 

tribute to our Vietnam Veter-

ans and their families 

throughout the upcoming year 

of 2016. The Medina County 

Veterans Service Office will 

collaborate with The Medina 

County Veterans Coalition 

This program is designed to educate disabled veterans and their fami-
lies on specific veterans' benefits and services. This outreach program 

generates considerable claims work on behalf of veterans and their 

families. NSOs, often aided by Department and Chapter Service Of-
ficers, travel to communities across the country to counsel and assist 

veterans with development of evidence, completion of required appli-

cations and prosecution of claims for veterans benefits 

administered under federal, state and local laws.  

mailto:veterans@medinacountyveterans.org
mailto:veterans@medinacountyveterans.org
http://www.medinacountyveteransserviceoffice.org/
http://www.medinacountyveteransserviceoffice.org/
http://www.dav.org/veterans/
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revised regulation will ensure 

Veterans and employees have 

clear guidance regarding the 

presence of service animals in 

our facilities. VA remains com-

mitted to ensuring America’s 

Veterans have access to the 

health care benefits for which 

they are eligible.” 

 Under the revised regula-

tion, only dogs that are individ-

ually trained to perform work or 

tasks on behalf of an individual 

with a disability will be consid-

ered service animals.  Other an-

imals will not be permitted in 

VA facilities, unless expressly 

allowed as an exception under 

the regulation for activities such 

as animal-assisted therapy or 

for other reasons such as law 

enforcement purposes. The reg-

ulation further confirms that 

service animals may access VA 

property subject to the same 

terms that govern the admission 

of the public to VA property, 

and  may be restricted from cer-

tain areas on VA properties to 

ensure that patient care, patient 

safety, and infection control 

standards are not compro-

mised.  

 In accordance with re-

quired practices, the revised 

regulation was published in the 

Federal Register in November 

2014, to obtain feedback from 

Veterans, advocacy organiza-

tions and other stakeholders.  

 Over the next thirty days, 

VA will provide training to 

frontline employees and ensure 

policies at all facilities are con-

sistent with the new regulation. 

WASHINGTON – To-

day the Department of Veter-

ans Affairs (VA) announced 

that it has revised its regula-

tion regarding the presence of 

animals on VA property. The 

updated regulation will ensure 

VA practices remain con-

sistent with applicable federal 

law. It will also assist individ-

uals entering VA facilities in 

developing a clear and con-

sistent understanding of the 

criteria governing facility ac-

cess for service animals. 

“As I have traveled to 

VA facilities throughout the 

country, I have heard from 

many Veterans about what a 

vital role their service animals 

play in their lives,” said Sec-

retary of Veterans Affairs 

Robert A. McDonald. “The 

VA Announces New Rules Regarding  

Service Animals in VA Facilities 

 VFW Post #5137 — 3916 Pearl Rd., Medina, Ohio 

330-725-0884 — medinavfw.com 
 

Nov 11, 5-7pm, Veterans Day Dinner. Served by the ladies Aux. All veterans eat free, all 

others there will be a small fee  

Nov 20,  American Legion Turkey Raffle No bar bingo, food will be provided at a small 

cost.  Call Post for more details!  

Nov 26, 12-4pm, Thanksgiving Day Dinner with all the fixins.  This is a FREE event 

and open to the public. Includes a special visit by Santa Claus. 

Dec 4, 5-7pm, Pearl Harbor Day Dinner. Veterans eat free, all others $8, children 10 and 

under $4  

http://medinavfw.com/
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since 2007, Treasurer of the 

Chief Petty Officers Associa-

tion (CPOA), a member of the 

Medina County Women of the 

Military, and a life member of 

the American Legion more than 

20 years. She is very active in 

Post #234’s honor guard; she 

interrupts her work as owner of 

a paper products company to 

serve whenever and wherever 

needed. 

 

State Representative Steve 

Hambley presented Owen with 

a commendation; he accurately 

described her as a person who 

believes if something needs to 

be done, I’ll do it.  Another 

commendation sent from Ohio 

Senate Representative Larry 

Obhof was presented to Owen 

by Coalition Vice President, 

Jack Forster.  

 

Owen also volunteers at her 

church. Her volunteerism has 

earned her many awards, 

among them, The U.S. Presi-

dents Volunteer Service Award 

and The Military Outstanding 

Volunteer Service Award from 

the U.S. Navy.  

 

Owen, who was surrounded by 

family and friends, said she 

does not do speeches, but be-

fore returning to her seat sin-

cerely thanked everyone and 

reminded them to thank a veter-

an every chance they get.  

 

Ed Zackery, past president of 

the Coalition, presented com-

mendations to Medina VFW 

Post #5137 accepted by Com-

mander Scott Kopfstein, Bruns-

wick Rolling Thunder Chapter 

#8 accepted by President Becky 

Blackmore, and Brunswick 

American Legion Post #234 

accepted by Commander Bob 

Prevost. He extended thanks to 

his staff and commissioners, 

including Jenna Slonaker and 

Sue Boggs, and gave the audi-

ence a preview of the Coali-

tion’s events for 2016, which 

will include a Commemoration 

of the 50th Anniversary of the 

Vietnam War.  

 

The evening concluded with the 

drawing of names for the raffle 

baskets and dancing. 

 

performance. A check was 

presented to the group as a 

token of appreciation. On be-

half of the Joint Veterans Co-

alition of Medina County,  

Taylor then presented a 

plaque to the 2015 Veteran of 

the Year, Retired Chief Petty 

Officer Catherine Owen, of 

Brunswick. Taylor said, 

“Although this award is to 

recognize achievements pri-

marily over the past year, re-

tired Chief Petty Officer Ow-

en has been active in many 

county veterans’ organiza-

tions and serving others for 

over twenty years.” 

 

To Owen’s credit, she has 

been involved in shaping 

young lives through the 

Cleveland Division Sea Cadet 

Program that includes cadets 

from Medina County. Among 

other things, she has been a 

training instructor, managed 

up to $400,000 in logisti-

cal/training funds, and served 

as commanding officer. Cur-

rently, she is an Assistant Re-

gional Director, US Naval 

Sea Cadets Corps, Liberty  

Region 4-5.  

 

Owen has been President of 

the Navy League of the Unit-

ed States-Cleveland Council-

Continued from front page 
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from each of four American ceme-

teries-Aisne-Maine, Meuse-

Argonne, Somme, and St. Mihiel 

on 22 October 1921. Each was 

examined to ensure that the person 

had been a member of the Ameri-

can Expeditionary Forces, that he 

had died of wounds received in 

combat, and that there were no 

clues to his identity. 

 In the City Hall building 

of Chalons-sur-Marne, U.S. Army 

Sgt. Edward F. Younger, who was 

wounded in combat, highly deco-

rated for valor and received the 

Distinguished Service Medal in 

"The Great War, the war to end all 

wars," selected the Unknown Sol-

dier of World War I from four 

identical caskets, on Oct. 24, 1921. 

 Sergeant Younger, a mem-

ber of Headquarters Company, 2d 

Battalion, 50th Infantry, carried a 

spray of white roses as he led a 

delegation from the main hall to 

the caskets. 

 As a French band in the 

courtyard played a hymn, Young-

er walked around the caskets sev-

eral times before placing the roses 

on one to indicate his selection. 

He then saluted the chosen un-

known American, after which the 

officials in the hallway, came for-

ward to present their respects. (The 

roses that had been placed on the 

casket remained there and were 

buried with the unknown Ameri-

can in Arlington.) The remaining 

three unknown soldiers were in-

terred in the Meuse Argonne Cem-

etery, France. 

 The Unknown was trans-

ported by railway to the Port of Le 

Harve where another ceremony 

was held. 

 The French representative 

a Monsieur Maginot, Minister of 

Pensions, addressed the Unknown: 

 “Unknown Soldier , val-

iant son of noble America, fallen 

on our soil in the cause of right 

and civilization, it is all of France 

that inclines before your casket, on 

which I have been ordered by the 

Government of the Republic to 

place the Cross of the Legion of 

Honor at the moment when your 

glorious remains, enveloped in the 

flag of your country, are leaving 

the land which your sacrifice has 

helped to save.” 

 “It is the entire French 

nation which pays you this last and 

supreme honor. She cannot forget, 

she never will forget, what you 

have done for her in the hour of 

peril, France who had sided with 

the newly-born America, the 

France whom in its turn the United 

States would not permit to lose her 

liberty. We do not know your 

name, just as we do not know the 

name of the 'Poilu Francais Incon-

nu,' who rests in Paris under the 

Arch de Triomphe, but our grati-

tude turns toward you as toward 

him, and when our steps lead us to 

the Temple of the Etoile, to that 

sacred slab where worships the 

patriotism of an entire nation, 

some of our most fervent thoughts 

will be found at the cemetery at 

Arlington, for our worship must 

associate in the same cult the two 

soldiers whose blood has been 

spilled together on our soil for our 

country and for humanity.” 

“You two, who have been the     

valiant workers in our common 

victory, your anonymity permits 

 Few military monu-

ments equal the impressions 

felt in your heart and mind as 

when you visit the Tomb Of 

The Unknowns. The history of 

the monument is perhaps less-

er known to many veterans, 

the following is courtesy of  

Voyager Militaire  Earnest 

"Wally" Bolton 

 The idea of honoring the 

unknown dead of World War I 

originated in Europe. France and 

England first paid such honors 

on 11 November 1920, and Italy 

and other Euro-pean nations 

soon followed. 

On March 4, 1921, Congress 

approved the burial of an uni-

dentified American soldier from 

World War I in the plaza of the 

new Memorial Amphitheater. 

 The body of an unidenti-

fied American was exhumed 

“Our Community,  

Our Hero's”  

 

Medina Community Band at  

St Francis Xavier  

in Medina, Ohio 

Veterans Day Program  

 

7:00pm Wednesday,  

November 11th, 2015  
Continued on Page 10 
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 An honor guard then 

placed the Unknown Soldier 

aboard the USS Olympia for the 

voyage to the United States. The 

Unknown Soldier lay in state in 

the Capitol Rotunda from his arri-

val in the United States until Armi-

stice Day, 1921. 

 On Nov. 11, 1921, Presi-

dent Warren G. Harding officiated 

at the interment ceremonies at the 

Memorial Am-phitheater at Ar-

lington National Cemetery. The 

crowd was filled with military and 

government dignitaries, family 

members of veterans and many 

placed wreaths or mementos on 

the casket.. Chief Plenty Coos, 

head of the Crow Nation, repre-

senting the Indians of the United 

States, stepped out from the 

the symbol-

ization of the hidden sacrifice, 

and we honor you, the two men 

of our nations united in the one 

ideal of peace and liberty. We 

can no more separate you than 

we can separate the two flags 

which the enemy brought togeth-

er.” 

 The speaker ceased. The 

band began playing softly 

"Ouvrez le Ban, and Minister 

Maginot walked over to the cas-

ket and decorated the Soldier 

Unknown with the Cross Cheva-

lier de la Legion d'Honneur. 

Then "Fermez le Ban" and the 

"Marseillaise" by the band -the 

ceremonies were at an end. 

Continued from page 9 crowd, slowly and with native dig-

nity he laid his war bonnet and 

coup stick on the sarcopha-gus.  

 The artillery burst forth in 

salvos and when the last reverbera-

tion had died away, the plaintive 

notes of "Taps" - lights out! - rose 

upon the quiet air, farewell to the 

Soldier Dead. 
 

Our Unknown had come home!   
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at home. We want people to 

understand that while they are 

going about their everyday rou-

tine  daily schedule there are 

people who are sacrificing eve-

rything including their lives for 

our freedoms here at home. Th 

first displaying of the timeline 

will hopefully be in time for 

Vietnam Veterans Day in late 

march of 2016.  

“The Healing” our second 

event will take place in late 

June and we are bring “the 

Moving Wall” to Medina Coun-

ty. A half size replica of the Vi-

etnam Memorial in Washington 

DC, this is really for our Vi-

etnam Veterans, to reflect and 

remember. It is also for those 

who don’t realize to see the sac-

rifices of war. The names that 

are etched out on the wall repre-

sent lives lost in that war. It is a 

very powerful image to look at. 

The sacrifices made by not just 

those who lost their lives but 

also those at home who lost 

loved ones is standing right in 

front of you when you look at 

the Memorial.  

The final and third event 

is planned to be a celebration 

“Welcome Home and a Passing 

of the Torch” will be held in 

Wadsworth, Ohio. We’re plan-

ning on having the “Eyes of 

Freedom”  on display to wel-

come home our Vietnam veter-

ans and let them know this new 

generation of veterans is pre-

pared to stand their watch.  Said 

Ed Zackery.   

This entire project is a huge un-

dertaking and we are looking 

for all the help and support pos-

sible. Whether or not you’re a 

Veteran doesn’t matter, infact 

I’d like t have more support 

form the general public, and 

local community’s. Anyone that 

would like to assist in the plan-

ning and preparation or make a 

donation to the project can con-

tact Ed Zackery at 

330.722.9368. Your tax-

deductible donation to “The 

Medina County Veterans Me-

morial Fund” and send it to The 

Medina County Veterans Me-

morial Fund C/o: Joe Destro, 

3698 Center Rd. Brunswick, 

Ohio 44212 

With the commemora-

tion of the Vietnam War tak-

ing place over a thirteen year 

period and ending in 2025. 

“We  thought we should do 

something special to educate 

the public and honor those 

that served as well as their 

families who sacrificed so 

much during that point in his-

tory” said Ed Zackery Direc-

tor of the Medina County 

Veterans Service Office.  

With the support of the 

Medina County Veterans Co-

alition and almost every other 

Veterans Organization 

throughout the county  they 

are planning Three major 

events for 2016.  

The first, “The Vietnam 

War and Our History” will 

create what Zackery hopes to 

be the show case of the pro-

ject. A 35 panel timeline 

highlighting the thirty-three 

Medina County residents who 

lost their lives in Vietnam in 

correlation with our history 

here at home. We want to 

make it personal for folks her 

The Marine Corps Ball here in Medina County will kick 

off the annual “Toys for Tots”  Sponsored by Marine 

Corps League Medina Detachment #569.  Last year the 

Detachment helped more than 1325 children have a 

memorable Christmas throughout Medi-

na County. Drop off points in Medina 

County,  First Merit Banks as well as 

our office. Contact: Call Bob (330) 242-

2527 or John (330) 421-4085 for more 

details.  

Medina County to Commemorate the 50th  

Anniversary of the Vietnam War in 2016.  
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 Frequently Asked Questions 

  

...I have lost my discharge.  Can I get a 

replacement copy  

Yes.  We have a number of sources we 

can check in the State of Ohio for your 

discharge.  If it is not available here, we 

can order it via a system called 

EVETRECS and have it for you in ap-

proximately 6 weeks or sometimes 

sooner. 

In most cases, we can help you order 

copies of your military records, service 

medical records, and replacement 

awards and decorations. 

...My father was a veteran.  Does that 

make me eligible for benefits from VA 

or your financial assistance?  

Not necessarily.  VA benefits for de-

pendents vary based on the benefit to 

which the sponsor (parent) was enti-

tled.  Children of veterans may be eligi-

ble for financial assistance from our 

office in very limited circumstances. 

....My ex-spouse was a veteran.  Am I 

entitled to benefits?  

Generally, the answer is no.  The end of 

the marriage normally means the end of 

eligibility for benefits. 

...I am a veteran.  The VA will pay for 

my funeral and burial expenses, right?  

No.  Only veterans who are receiving 

monetary benefits at the time of death 

qualify for the payment of burial and/or 

funeral expense.  Even in those cases, 

VA payments will not come close to 

paying for the average funeral and buri-

al expense. 

...I got hurt when I was in the service.  

That means I am service connected.  

No - you are not service connected until 

the VA adjudicates your formal claim 

and grants service connection.  It is a 

formal, legal process. 

...I was told I cannot file a claim for 

service connection because I have been 

out too long.  

Not true - it may be harder to get your 

claim approved, but there is no time 

Y 

o 

u 

r 

 

B 

e 

n 

e 

f 

i 

t 

s 

County benefits throughout Ohio are benefits 
provided by the county in which you reside. 

They are provided by the County and are specif-

ic to those Veterans living within it.  

They are not the same from county to county. 

State benefits are provided by the State of Ohio 
and are available to ail Veterans that are state 

residents. 

Federal benefits come from the Federal Gov-
ernment and apply equally to all Veterans 

across the country. 

Our office is trained to assist you in applying for and pursuing any benefit from Medina County, the State of Ohio or the Federal Government. 

1 
Military Injury Relief Fund (MIRF)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Military Injury Relief Fund grants 
a one-time, tax-exempt monetary pay-
ment to military service members in-
jured in active service as a member of 
the Armed Forces of the United States 
serving after October 7, 2001, and to 
individuals diagnosed with post-
traumatic stress while serving after Oc-
tober 7, 2001. 

  

Please contact the MIRF Program at 1-
877-644-6838, opt. 3 with any other 
questions not addressed below. 

  

How do I apply for a MIRF grant? 

Complete our application. 

Please fill out all fields on page 1 and 
refer to page 2 for documentation re-
quirements, or see our downloadable 
brochure. You may also pick up an ap-
plication at your County Veterans Ser-
vice Office. 

Department of Veterans Affairs - Burial Flags  

 

...Why Does VA Provide a Burial Flag? 

A United States flag is provided, at no cost, 

to drape the casket or accompany the urn of 

a deceased veteran who served honorably in 

the U. S. Armed Forces.  It is furnished to 

honor the memory of a veteran's military 

service to his or her country.  VA will fur-

nish a burial flag for memorialization for 

each other than dishonorable discharged 

veteran who served during wartime 

veteran who died on active duty after May 

27, 1941 veteran who served after January 

31, 1955 peacetime veteran who was dis-

charged or released before June 27, 1950 

certain persons who served in the organized 

military forces of the Commonwealth of the 

Philippines while in service of the U.S 

Armed forces and who died on or after 

April 25, 1951 certain former members of 

the Selected Reserves 

 ...Who Is Eligible to Receive the Burial 

Flag? Generally, the flag is given to the 

next-of-kin, as a keepsake, after its use dur-

ing the funeral service.  When there is no 

next-of-kin, VA will furnish the flag to a 

friend making request for it.  For those VA 

national cemeteries with an Avenue of 

Flags, families of veterans buried in these 

national cemeteries may donate the burial 

flags of their loved ones to be flown on 

patriotic holidays. 

 ...How Can You Apply? You may apply for 

the flag by completing VA Form 21-2008, 

Application for United States Flag for Buri-

al Purposes.  You may get a flag at any VA 

regional office or U.S. Post Office.  Gener-

ally, the funeral director will help you ob-

tain the flag. 

 ...Can a Burial Flag Be Replaced?  

The law allows us to issue one flag for a 

veteran's funeral.  We cannot replace it if it 

is lost, destroyed, or stolen.  However, some 

veterans' organizations or other community 

groups may be able to help you get another 

flag.     

 ...How Should the Burial Flag Be Dis-

played? The proper way to display the flag 

depends upon whether the casket is open or 

closed.  VA Form 21-2008 does provide the 

correct method for displaying and folding 

the flag.  The burial flag is not suitable for 

outside display because of its size and fab-

ric.  It is made of cotton and can easily be 

damaged by weather. 

limit for filing a claim for service 

connection.  We recommend you 

file as soon as possible after release 

from active duty, because the effec-

tive date of your claim is determined 

by when you file, and the start pay-

ment date is the same.  If you got 

out in 1958 and your claim is ap-

proved in 2010, you will be paid 

only from the date you filed your 

claim - not back to your discharge. 

http://www.medinacountyveterans.org/info/Frequently-Asked-Questions
http://www.medinacountyveteransserviceoffice.org/
http://dvs.ohio.gov/mirf
http://dvs.ohio.gov/portals/0/library/odvs/MIRF_form.pdf
http://dvs.ohio.gov/portals/0/library/odvs/MIRF_form.pdf
http://dvs.ohio.gov/HOME/County_Veterans_Service_Officers
http://dvs.ohio.gov/HOME/County_Veterans_Service_Officers
http://www.medinacountyveteransserviceoffice.org/info/VA-Burial-Cemetery-Information-for-Veterans
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCIjun_-EpMgCFcLQgAodjgUBtA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.allacronyms.com%2FMIRF%2FMilitary_Injury_Relief_Fund&psig=AFQjCNGbDfzI-ZBNg4DY8j4E3BEQs5Drag&ust=144388387130
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCPvIuJyFpMgCFUqLDQodg6kF4g&url=https%3A%2F%2Fdvs.az.gov%2Fmilitary-family-relief-fund-2015&psig=AFQjCNEveER4Tn-VFbEZPOC0qPC8LwaS5A&ust=1443884001381337
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Would you like to receive a replace-

ment set of your medals and deco-

rations, or awards you may have 

earned but never received? Contact 

our office for information on how 

to receive the awards you earned. 

 American Legion Post # 234, Brunswick, Ohio 
FOP Post, 716 West 130th, Brunswick, Ohio 

 

Events open to all Brunswick area Veterans, Call for details. 

 

Nov 4,  2:00pm  Plum Creek Assisted Living 

Nov 6,  9:45am  Memorial School, 1:30pm Crestview School 

Nov 9,  9:45am  Applewood School 

Nov 10,  9:30pm  Hickory Ridge School, 1:15pm Kidder School 

Nov 11,  11:00am  Brunswick City Hall 

Nov 12,  8:00am  Edwards School (breakfast0 

Nov 13,  9:00am  Willets School, 10:00am Towslee School 

Nov 16,  11:00am  Pearlview Nursing Home 

Nov 17,  8:45am  Huntington School (breakfast), 10:00am Program 

Nov 19,  7:00am  Food Bank, Volunteers always welcome (Fairgrounds) 

Nov 20,  10:30am  Willowwood Nursing Home 

Dec 3,  6:00pm  Post #234 Christmas Party at the Post Home 
 

Call Joe (330) 225-8931 or Bob (330) 618-1701 for details.  

http://www.veteranscrisisline.net/Resources/SpreadTheWord.aspx
http://maketheconnection.net/
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News from the:  

Medina County Veterans Coalition 

The Joint Veterans Coalition of Medina County has named Catherine 

Owen, of Brunswick, as its 2015 Medina County Veteran of the Year. 
Reprinted from The Post newspapers,  Monday, September 7, 2015  By MELISSA MARTIN Brunswick Post editor 

 
 Owen, who is a retired Naval Reserve chief petty officer, is recognized for ac-

tively participating in a number of county veterans’ organizations for more than 20 

years. 

 “Although this award is to recognize achievements primarily over the past year, retired 

Chief Petty Officer Owen has been active in many county veterans organizations and in 

serving others for over twenty years,” said David Taylor, president of the Joint Veter-

ans Coalition of Medina County. 

The Joint Veterans Coalition of Medina County consists of over 23 organizations 

which are county veteran organizations or organizations which dedicate a substantial 

portion of their activities to veteran or veteran-family causes. 

Taylor said Owen has helped shape many young lives, instilling patriotic values in the Cleveland Division 

(Northeast Ohio) U.S. Naval Sea Cadets where she held positions as chief trainer, managing more $400,000 in 

training and logistical funds and serving as the commanding officer. 

Owen also is a life member of the Brunswick’s American Legion Post 234 where she serves in its Honor 

Guard. 

Although she is the co-owner of Hollo’s PaperCraft Inc. in Brunswick, she continually interrupts her schedule 

when honors are requested for a veteran being laid to rest at the National Cemetery in Rittman, or cemeteries 

across Medina County. She also spends hundreds of hours with her Legion Post Honor Guard in making 

presentations at many schools in the Brunswick area. 

Owen’s volunteerism has earned her many awards through the years, including the U.S. President’s Volunteer 

Service Award and the Military Outstanding Volunteer Service Award from the U.S. Navy. 

Owen credits her desire to give back to local veterans to good, old-fashioned family values. 

“It comes down to the way I was raised,” she said. “I was taught to help everyone – not just veterans, but any-

one who needed help. And that’s what I like to do.” 

Though Owen said she believes there are “plenty of other people” who deserve the honor more than she does, 

she said she’s honored to be this year’s recipient. 

“I do a lot for veterans and our youth who may decide to serve their country, because it’s the right thing to do 

and I am honored to do it,” she said. “There are many county veterans deserving of this honor. Each and every 

day they are out there across the county working to help other veterans and to instill patriotic values in our 

youth.” 

Owen recieved her award on Saturday, Oct. 3 at the third annual All-Veteran Banquet, which will took place at 

Williams-on-the-Lake in Medina. 

In addition to the recognition by the coalition, Owen’s name will be placed on a plaque at the Veterans Service 

Office of Medina County. Likewise, the Medina County Commissioners will be issuing her a proclamation. 
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Medina County Veterans Organizations Meeting Times and Places 

*** If the information above is not correct please contact our office so that we may update it.  

Organization Post # Address City, State  Meeting Times 
American Legion Post #234 FOP 716 West 130th St Brunswick, OH 2:00 PM - First Thursday of each month 

American Legion Post #523 120 Bank Street, Lodi Lodi, OH  7:00 PM - Second Thursday of each month 

American Legion Post #202 620 N. Broadway St. Medina, OH   7:15 PM - Fourth Monday of each month 

American Legion Post #170 129 Main Street Wadsworth, OH 7:00 PM - Second Monday of each month 

AMVETS Post #1990 620 N. Broadway Street Medina, OH  1:00 PM - First Monday of each month 

Blue Star Mothers of Medina  
County  

  1439 S. Carpenter Road Brunswick, OH 6:30 PM - Third Tuesday of each month 

Disabled American Veterans Chapter #72 620 N. Broadway Street Medina, OH  7:00 PM - Second Tuesday of each month 

Forty et Eight Voiture #601 Coppertop 5740 Center  Valley City, OH 9:00 AM - Second Saturday of each month  

Korean War Veterans Association Chapter #69 590 N. Rocky River Dr.  Rocky River, OH 1:00 PM - Fourth Tuesday of each month 

MARINE Corps League DET #569 3916 Pearl Rd Medina, OH  7:00 PM - Third Tuesday of each month 

Medina County Veterans Coalition   Medina, OH 11:00 AM - Third Saturday of each month 

Medina County Women of the  
Military 

  PO Box 1812,  
Medina, 

OH 44258  
mcwomilitary@yahoo.com  

Rolling Thunder Chapter #8 3916 Pearl Rd. Medina, OH  2-4:00 PM - Second Sunday of each month 

Veterans of Foreign Wars  Post #9520 1439 S. Carpenter Road Brunswick, OH 7:00 PM - Second Monday of each month 

Veterans of Foreign Wars  Post #6892 
6299 Avon Lake Rd.,     
Chatham Twp. 

Spencer, OH,  8:00 PM - Second Tuesday of each month 

Veterans of Foreign Wars  Post #5137 3916 Pearl Rd Medina, OH  7:00 PM - First Tuesday of each month 

Veterans of Foreign Wars  Post #8753 39 F Main St. Seville, OH  8:30 PM - Third Thursday of each month 

Veterans of Foreign Wars  Post #5563 6731 Center Rd. Valley City, OH 7:00 PM - Second Monday of each month 

Veterans of Foreign Wars  Post #1089 121 Main Street Wadsworth, OH 8:00 PM - First Tuesday of each month 

Vietnam Veterans of America 
Chapter 

#385 
620 N. Broadway Medina, Ohio  

7:00 PM - First Wednesday of each month        
(no meeting in July) 

Become a  

Member  

Today! 

Nov 1—Daylight Savings Time Begins 

Nov 3—Election Day 

Nov 10—USMC, 240th Birthday 

Nov 11—Medina City, Veterans Day at Saint 

Francis Xavier Church 7:00 pm 

Nov 11—Veterans Day 

Nov 13—US Navy, 240th Birthday 

Nov 26—Thanksgiving Day 

 

 

Veterans Service Office Closed on: 

Nov 11, Veterans Day 

Nov 26-27 Thanksgiving Day 

Dec 7—Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day (1941) 

Dec 15—Bill of Rights Day 

Dec 16—Battle of the Bulge 

Dec 20—Invasion of Panama: "Operation Just 

Cause" (1989)  

Dec 25 Christmas Day 

Dec 31—New Years Eve 

 

 

 

Veterans Service Office Closed on: 

Dec 24, at 1:00pm 

Dec 25 Christmas Day 

Jan 1—New Years Day 

Jan 18—Martin Luther King Day 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Veterans Service Office Closed on: 

Jan 1, New Years Day 

Jan 18, Martin Luther King Day 

NOVEMBER DECEMBER JANUARY 

Dates to Remember 

New Benefits Guide from the  

Ohio Department of Veterans 

Services (ODVS) 

 

Available NOW in our office   

http://www.davmembersportal.org/chapters/oh/72/default.aspx
http://mcwomilitary.weebly.com/
http://mcwomilitary.weebly.com/
mailto:mcwomilitary@yahoo.com
http://www.rollingthunderohio8.org/
http://vfw9520.org/?9505aeb8
http://medinavfw.com/
http://www.vva.org/VVAChapter385.html


This newsletter is provided as a 

courtesy only. The Medina County 
Veterans’ Commission does not 
endorse the content of these 
newsletters or of other organi-
zations' policies or products.  
The information provided here is 
for your personal use only and is 

in some cases reprinted for the 

sole purpose of the Veterans’ of 
Medina County. 

Your Newest Edition of The  

Medina County Veterans’ Newsletter 
 

Would you rather receive this in you email in-box?  

Go to our website at: www.medinacountyveterans.org and register today! 

Medina County Veterans’ Service Office 

 Our Mission  

Our Pledge  

When you come into the 
County Veterans Service 
Office you will be assisted 
by one of our knowledge-
able associates. The peo-
ple that work in the Medi-
na County Veterans Ser-
vice Office have a com-
passionate understanding 
of the problems which 
confront veterans, wid-
ows, widowers, and their 
families.  

 

We provide two basic ser-

vices: 

 

1. Temporary emergency 

financial aid and assis-

tance to eligible veter-

ans and family mem-

bers who have demon-

strated a need as set 

fourth by the commis-

sion. 

2. 2. Assist veterans, family 

members and survivors 

when applying to the 

U.S. Department of Vet-

erans Affairs (VA) for 

benefits. 

 

Our assistance includes but is 

not limited to: 

 

Financial Assistance: 

a. Rent and mortgage pay-

ments 

b. Utilities: Gas, Electric 

and Water 

c. Food and personal Hy-

giene items 

d. Medical 

e. Transportation to and from 

VA Medical Centers in 

Cleveland, Parma and 

Akron, Ohio 

f. Grave markers and flags 

 

Service Assistance: 

a. Preparations of forms and 

paperwork 

b. Documentation of claims 

and pertinent data 

c. Proper submission of 

claims to the U.S. Depart-

ment of Veterans Affairs 

thru a service organization 

d. Submission for awards 

decorations and medals 

e. Notary Public & DD 214 

Certification 

Our services are FREE of 

charge! 

210 Northland Dr. 
Medina, Ohio 44256 

Medina County 
Veterans’ Service Office 

 

 

Your Address Could Be Here! 

Medina County 

Veterans’ Newsletter 

Contact the Medina County Veterans’ Service Office 
210 Northland Dr.  - Medina, Ohio 44256 

 

Call:  330.722.9368    Toll Free: 844.722.3800 x-9368 FAX: 330.722.9378 
E-mail: veterans@medinacountyveterans.org 

Office Hours: Monday - Wednesday - Thursday - Friday   8:00 AM - 4:00 

PM - Tuesday 10:00 - 4:00 (Closed Noon – 1:00 PM for Lunch) 

http://www.medinacountyveterans.org
http://www.medinacountyveteransserviceoffice.org
mailto:veterans@medinacountyveterans.org

