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MED INA C OU NTY VETE RANS’ SERVIC E OFFICE

Medina County
Veterans’ Newsletter
Second Annual
Medina County All Veterans
Join Us For Our
2nd Annual Medina County AllVeteran Banquet!
Sponsored by: The Joint Veterans
Coalition of Medina County
Who: All Medina County Veterans
and those currently serving in the
Guard, Reserves or on active duty.
Spouses, guests, and family members
invited.
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pins, badges, medals, etc. to recognize your military service.
Registration & Information: Call,
write or e-mail to get a registration
form or more information. Banquet
is limited to the first 300 attendees.
Contact: David W. Taylor, Coalition President: call: 330-722-7455,
e-mail:
dave.taylor@zoominternet.net

When: Saturday, October 25, 2014

or write:
Where: Williams-on-the-Lake, 787
Lafayette Road, Medina, Ohio 44256
Cost: $25/person (includes open bar
for beer and wine, cash bar for mixed
drinks)

Medina County Veterans Coalition, P.O. Box 50, Medina, OH
44258-0050

Entre: Gourmet Buffet including
Carved Roast Beef and Chicken
Breast Vienna
Time: 5:30PM – 9:30PM
Dress: Coat & Tie requested
(anything from sport coat to tuxedo or
military dress uniform). Ladies cocktail dress suggested. Vets can wear

If this is the first time you have received this newsletter and would like to continue receiving it call or email us so that we keep you on our mailing list.
You can always go to our website and sign up for the E-edition in full color with interactive web links.
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VA Medical
Centers
Inpatient and Outpatient Care is
Available at the
Following Hospitals
Wade Park Center
10701 East Boulevard—
Cleveland, OH 44106
Phone: (216) 791-3800—Fax:
(216) 421-3217
For appointments or
medication:
(800) 379-8387
Parma Community Based Clinic
8787 Brookpark Rd.—Parma, OH
44134
Phone: (216) 739-7000
Akron Community Based Clinic
55 W. Waterloo—Akron,
OH 44319-1116
Phone: (330) 724-7715
EMERGENCY ROOM CARE IS
AVAILABLE AT WADE PARK 24
HOURS A DAY, SEVEN DAYS A
WEEK.
If you have an emergency you
may want to consider going to
the local hospital

Our office can provide
transportation for veterans
to the following VA
Healthcare facilities
Wade Park Hospital
Monday through Friday
Parma CBOC
Monday through Friday
Akron CBOC
Monday through Thursday
We ask that you make your appointments between the hours
of 9:00 am and 12 noon.
Our vans go to the Akron Clinic,
Monday through Thursday and
you should ask for an appointment between the hours
of 9:00 am and 12 noon. (Tell
them you are a van rider).

IS LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS!
CONTACT THEM: 901 Lafayette Rd.
Medina, OH 44258 330.421.4816
FREE FOOD DISTRIBUTIONS
will be held at the Community Center at the Medina County Fairgrounds,
on the Third Thursday of each month.
Aug 21

Sept 19

Oct 16

Any household or individual under the 200% of Federal Poverty Guideline is
eligible! Anyone receiving benefits from Job and Family Services is under 200% of
poverty. Food will be distributed on a first come first serve basis.

Please bring your own bags
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A Message From the
County Veterans’
It seems like Memorial
Day was just last weekend. How time flies when
you’re having so much fun!
Speaking of Memorial
Day, I had the honor of
being the guest speaker at Litchfield’s Memorial Day Ceremony this
year. It was a wonderful event, not
too big not too small but just right. It
had exactly what every Memorial
Day ceremony should have. Citizens gathered together to pay their
respects to those who sacrificed for
our freedoms. The ceremony also
included patriotic music, prayers,
and a short parade to the cemetery
where Taps were played to honor
those who are no longer with us.
Then a short march back to the circle for some much needed cookies
and Kool-Aid.
Following the ceremony many families attended barbeques, parties and
other festivities. Some may think we
shouldn’t be celebrating on such a
solemn day but I tend to disagree. I
think the original founders of Memorial Day would also disagree. Memorial Day is the only day when the US
Flag is flown at half-staff from sunrise until noon then raised at noon
until it is taken down at sunset. On
all other occasions it is flown at halfstaff the entire day, why is this? The
original "Flag Code," adopted in
1923, states "On Memorial Day,
May 30, the Flag is displayed at half
-staff from sunrise until noon and at
full staff from noon until sunset; for
the Nation lives and the Flag is the
symbol of a living nation." The last

clause might be interpreted as saying that the half-staff period is to
honor the dead, and the full-staff
period symbolizes that the Nation
lives on. Therefore, as long as we
as a Nation take time to honor those
who have served and are no longer
with us. We should also celebrate in
a respectful manner once the flag is
raised at noon. With all our problems and differences we as a free
nation will continue no matter the
cost. We must also not forget that
our flag is a living flag. By raising it
at noon it represents life, even after
all that has been lost. It is okay to
break out the hotdogs on Memorial
Day, so long as you have taken time
to reflect, remember, and honor
those that cannot be with us any
longer. Besides, I never met a Veteran who didn’t appreciate a good
backyard barbeque.

P AGE 3

GOT FREEDOM?

THANK A VET!

With that said I had a great time in
Litchfield. As always, the communities throughout Medina County never cease to amaze me when it
comes to honoring our Veterans. It
is necessary that we understand the
sacrifices and how important it is to
take time to remember. Thanks to
all of you who make Medina County
a great place to be a Veteran and
call home.
We are looking forward to being
back at the Medina County Fair- it
will be our 7th straight year of hosting events on Veterans’ Day. It is
always an exciting time because we
get to meet and say hello to so
many veterans from in and around
Medina County. We hope to see
you there on Monday, July 28, 2014!
We have generated a new webpage
dedicated to employment. Please
check it out if you or someone you
know is looking for work. “CLICK
HERE”
Veterans Service Officer
Medina County, Ohio

Appointments will be available on
Tuesdays at the Professional Building on
120 W. Washington St, Room 3-C on the
third floor.
To schedule an appointment call
(440) 845-5023.
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“PARADE REST”
Veterans and Their Benefits
Edward Zackery
Reprinted from June 2014
“Helping Hands”

Are Veterans
Really So Special?
In a roundabout way, I
was asked the other day,
“Why veterans think they are
so special nowadays?” My
immediate reaction was to
point my boney finger in that
person’s chest and let them
know exactly why Veterans
are so important, but they said
special. I never viewed myself nor other veterans as special and I do not think Veterans as a whole see themselves
as special. Quite the contrary
most veterans I know are very
humble about their service to
our Nation.
I took a minute and
thought are we really special?
And if so why? To answer the
question one needs to look at
history and the demographics
of our society. Since our
Country was founded, more
than 40 million Americans
have served in our military.
As of December 2013,
1,369,532 people were on active duty in the armed forces,
with an additional 850,880
people in the seven reserve

SENIOR SECTION
components. In comparison, the
end strength of the U.S. Armed
Forces in 1945 was 12,209,238
service members. The U.S. population
in
1945
was
139,928,165 compared to today
our population stands at,
318,892,103. Therefore, while
our population has increased by
approximately 128% Americans
serving in the armed forces has
decreased almost 791%. So,
what does this all mean and
how does it relate to Veterans
being special?
I believe if you were to
ask any veteran of any particular age, they would all reply
with the same answer, “there is
nothing special about us and we
were just serving our country.”
The number of those that have
served in the past and are serving today do provide insight to
the question “Are veterans special?” At the end of WW II, almost 10% of our population
was serving in the military by
1970 that had decreased to less
than 2% and today it is approximately .5%. Less than one percent of our population serves in
the United States Armed Forces.
Merriam and Webster
Dictionary defines the word
“special” (spe·cial): different
from what is normal or usual;
especially: unusual in a good

way: better
or
more important
than others. In understanding
the definition of the word itself,
I would say that Veterans still
do not feel as though they are
“special” but our society itself
has made them special. In addition, with less of our population
serving they have indeed become more special. Oh, this
does not mean that any generation of veteran is better than
another, quite the contrary I’m
sure we as Veteran’s all felt that
those that have gone before us
have paved the way for us to
follow.
Nevertheless, as society
looks at us and continues to do
so from the outside looking in,
Veterans are seen as a “special
group” of individuals. Rightfully so there is a very small percentage of our population that is
willing to put their lives in danger to protect the freedoms we
hold so dear. Moreover, in today’s society that is different
from what is normal or usual.
Life, Liberty and the pursuit of
Happiness those unalienable
rights, that we as Americans
take for granted almost daily,
protected by less than one percent of our citizens. Veterans,
Special or not…you decide.

This program is designed to educate disabled veterans and their families on specific veterans' benefits and services. This outreach program
generates considerable claims work on behalf of veterans and their
families. NSOs, often aided by Department and Chapter Service Officers, travel to communities across the country to counsel and assist
veterans with development of evidence, completion of required applications and prosecution of claims for veterans benefits
administered under federal, state and local laws.
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Acting Secretary Gibson Holds First Meeting with VSOs,
Follows Through on Top IG Recommendation
VA Contacts All Phoenix Veterans Identified in Interim Report, Will Announce Additional Actions This Thursday in Phoenix
FOR IMMEDIATE
RELEASE June 4, 2014
WASHINGTON – At
his first meeting with the
leadership of Veterans Service Organizations (VSO) as
Acting Secretary of Veterans
Affairs, Sloan Gibson today
announced that the Department of Veterans Affairs
(VA) has reached out to all
Phoenix Veterans identified
in the recent VA Office of
Inspector General (OIG) interim report.
During a breakfast discussion with the American
Legion, AMVETS, Disabled
American Veterans, Paralyzed Veterans of America,
Veterans of Foreign Wars,
and Vietnam Veterans of
America, Acting Secretary
Gibson outlined immediate
steps taken to respond to the
interim report, including announcing travel this Thursday

to the Phoenix VA Health Care
System.
“No Veteran should have
to wait for the quality health
care they have earned and deserve. The Inspector General
confirmed we have real issues
when it comes to patient scheduling and access, and we have
moved immediately to address
those issues in Phoenix,” said
Acting Secretary Gibson. “The
Department has now reached
out to every Veteran identified
by the OIG to discuss individual medical needs and immediately begin scheduling appointments. Getting this right is our
top priority, and taking care of
the Veterans in Phoenix is a
good place to start. The Department will also continue
reaching out to Veterans nationwide to accelerate their access
to care, and that is the message
I intend to deliver in Phoenix,
and across the country.”
Last week, OIG released
an interim report on patient
scheduling and access identify-

ing approximately 1,700 Veterans in Phoenix, Ariz., awaiting
health care who were not currently in the scheduling system. After accounting for duplicates and those Veterans who
declined to provide contact information, VA called all 1,586
individual Veterans identified
by the OIG as of 6:00 pm on
Friday, May 30. For those Veterans that VA could not reach
after several attempts or who
had not provided phone details,
VA sent letters via US Mail.
VA identified that roughly 725
Veterans of the 1,700 identified
by the OIG wanted care within
30 days.
VA will schedule all Veterans requesting care at the
Phoenix VA Health Care System. If the Phoenix VA Health
Care System is not able to
promptly provide care using
VA providers, VA will identify
providers in the community
through the VA’s non-VA care
program.
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County benefits throughout Ohio are benefits
provided by the county in which you reside.
They are provided by the County and are specific to those Veterans living within it.
They are not the same from county to county.

State benefits are provided by the State of Ohio
and are available to ail Veterans that are state
residents.

Federal benefits come from the Federal Government and apply equally to all Veterans
across the country.

Our office is trained to assist you in applying for and pursuing any benefit from Medina County, the State of Ohio or the Federal Government.

Transportation to your VA Medical
center Appointments:
Our office can provide transportation
for veterans to the following VA
Healthcare facilities:
VAMC - Wade Park Hospital; Cleveland, Ohio - Monday through Friday
VAMC - Parma CBOC - Monday
through Friday
VAMC - Akron CBOC - Monday
through Thursday
Our regularly scheduled runs go to
Wade Park and Parma Monday through
Friday. We ask that you make your
appointments between the hours of 9:00
am and 12 noon.
Our vans go to the Akron Clinic, Monday through Thursday and you should
ask for an appointment between the
hours of 9:00 am and 12 noon. (Tell
them you are a van rider).
The vans leave promptly from our office at 8:00 am. If you need transportation to our office call the
Medina County Public Transit at
330.723.9670 to schedule a ride to our
office. We will pay your fair to
and from our office.

The
1 Ohio Veterans Homes are a State
of Ohio establishment comprised of
three facilities a nursing home located
in Georgetown, and a nursing home and
a domiciliary located in Sandusky.
Each one offers a quality of life which
emphasizes privacy, encourages independence, provides comfort and security, and meets social needs.
The Georgetown Home is a licensed
nursing home providing two levels of
nursing care – standard care and special
care (Alzheimer/ Dementia).
The Sandusky Home, in addition to
offering standard care and special care
in its licensed nursing home, also offers
Veterans Hall (DOM), a domiciliary for
those who are able to function in an
independent living situation, and
DOM+ for those requiring very limited
assistance (supervised care) but who do
not require the level of care provided to
nursing home residents.
OVH Cares Regardless of the level of
care required, residents are provided the
convenience of a small community and
comforts of a home-like setting. We
offer a quality of life, which emphasizes privacy, encourages independence,
provides comfort and security.

WADE PARK VETERANS HOSPITAL TREAT
VFW HOST FOR THE YEAR 2014
AUGUST

10

WADSWORTH

POST 1089

SEPTEMBER

14

VALLEY CITY

POST 5563

OCTOBER

12

BRUNSWICK

POST 9520

NOVEMBER

9

CHATHAM

POST 6892

DECEMBER

14

ALL MEDINA COUNTY
VETERANS

Department of Veterans - Burial and PlotInterment Allowances
What Are VA Burial Allowances?
VA burial allowances are partial reimbursements of an eligible Veteran's burial and
funeral costs. When
the cause of death is not service related, the
reimbursements are generally described as
two payments:
(1) a burial and funeral expense allowance,
and (2) a plot or interment allowance.
Who Is Eligible?
You may be eligible for a VA burial allowance if: you paid for a Veteran's burial or
funeral, AND
you have not been reimbursed by another
government agency or some other source,
such as the de
ceased veteran's employer, AND the Veteran was discharged under conditions other
than dishonorable.
In addition, at least one of the following
conditions must be met: the Veteran died
because of a service-related disability, OR
the Veteran was receiving VA pension or
compensation at the time of death, OR
the Veteran was entitled to receive VA
pension or compensation, but decided

The men and women who we are caring for at
the WADE PARK V A HOSPITAL THANK
YOU and are grateful for your Post VFW
Hospital treat. Please encourage your members
to volunteer and VISIT WITH OUR HOSPITALIZED MEN AND WOMEN. OUR TREAT
IS EVERY SECOND SUNDAY OF THE
MONTH STARTING AT 1:30 P.M. Should you
have any questions or ideas for making this treat
even more special for our brother and sister veterans please call me at 330-225-0242. Jerry Lemons Coordinator Hospitalized Veterans Treat
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Medina County Veterans Organizations Meeting Times and Places
Organization

Post #

Address

American Ex-Prisoners of War
American Legion

Chapter #8 244 West South Street,
Post #234 Coppertop/Cherokee

American Legion

Post #523 120 Bank Street, Lodi

American Legion
American Legion
American Legion
AMVETS
Blue Star Mothers of Medina
County
Disabled American Veterans
Forty et Eight
Korean War Veterans Association
MARINE Corps League
Medina County Veterans Coalition

Post #202
Post #608
Post #170
Post #1990

Military Order of Purple Heart
Rolling Thunder
Veterans of Foreign Wars
Veterans of Foreign Wars
Veterans of Foreign Wars
Veterans of Foreign Wars
Veterans of Foreign Wars
Veterans of Foreign Wars
Vietnam Veterans of America

Meeting Times

620 N. Broadway St.
North Main St
129 Main Street
620 N. Broadway Street

2:00 PM - 1st Sunday of each month
7:00 PM - First Thursday of each month
7:00 PM - Second Thursdays of each
Lodi, OH
month
Medina, OH
7:15 PM - Fourth Monday of each month
Spencer, OH
8:00 PM - First Monday of each month
Wadsworth, OH 7:00 PM - Second Monday of each month
Medina, OH
7:30 PM - Third Wednesday of each month

1439 S. Carpenter Road

Brunswick, OH

6:30 PM - Third Tuesday of each month

Medina, OH
Valley City, OH
Rocky River, OH
Medina, OH

7:00 PM - Second Tuesday of each month
9:00 AM - Second Saturday of each month
1:00 PM - Fourth Tuesday of each month
7:30 PM - Third Tuesday of each month

Medina,
OH 44258

mcwomilitary@yahoo.com

MEDINA, OH
Medina, OH
Brunswick, OH

Meet quarterly - Call for times
2-4:00 PM - Second Sunday of each month
7:00 PM - Second Monday of each month

Spencer, OH,

8:00 PM - Second Tuesday of each month

Medina, OH
Seville, OH
Valley City, OH
Wadsworth, OH

7:00 PM - First Tuesday of each month
8:30 PM - Third Thursday of each month
7:00 PM - Second Monday of each month
8:00 PM - First Tuesday of each month
7:00 PM - First Wednesday of each month
(no meeting in July)

Chapter #72 620 N. Broadway Street
Voiture #601 Coppertop 5740 Center
Chapter #69 590 N. Rocky River Dr.
DET #569 3916 Pearl Rd

Medina County Women of the
Military

City, State

PO Box 1812,
#557
620 N BROADWAY ST
Chapter #8 3916 Pearl Rd.
Post #9520 1439 S. Carpenter Road
6299 Avon Lake Rd.,
Post #6892
Chatham Twp.
Post #5137 3916 Pearl Rd
Post #8753 39 F Main St.
Post #5563 6731 Center Rd.
Post #1089 121 Main Street
Chapter
620 N. Broadway
#385

Wooster, OH
Brunswick, OH

Medina, Ohio

*** If the information above is not correct please contact our office so that we may update it.

Dates to Remember

AUGUST

SEPTEMBER

OCTOBER

 July 28—Veterans Day at the Medina County  Sept 1—Labor Day
Fair
 Sept 11—Veterans Service Commission meet Aug 4—US Coast Guard Established (1790)
ing 4: 00 PM

 Oct 13—Columbus Day

 Aug 5—5:00PM – 10:00PM Dining for Veterans at Lager & Vine 10% of all dining &
Carryout’s

 Oct 12—First ground forces land in
Afghanistan (2001)

 Sept 11—Patriot Day (Flags at Half Staff)
 Sept 18—US Air Force Established (1947)

 Aug 14—Veterans Service Commission meet-  Sep 19—POW/MIA Remembrance Day
ing 4: 00 PM
 Aug 14—Japan Surrendered ending WWII
(1945)

 Oct 9—Veterans Service Commission
meeting 4: 00 PM

 Oct 13—US Navy established (1775)
 Aug 18—Veterans County Coalition
Meeting
 Oct 25—Medina County “Veterans
Ball”

 Aug 16—Veterans County Coalition Meeting
(Wadsworth VFW Post 1089 hosting)
Veterans Service Office Closed on:
Sept 1 for Labor Day

Would you like to receive a replacement set of your medals and decorations, or awards you may have earned but never received? Contact our
office for information on how to receive the awards you earned.

Medina County Veterans’ Service Office
Out-Reach Program - Wadsworth
The Medina County Veterans’ Service Office provides an outreach center
in Wadsworth the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of every month from
1:00 to 3:00 PM, at the Center for Older Adults in Wadsworth

Become a
Member
Today!

Medina County
Veterans’ Newsletter

Medina County Veterans’ Service Office
Our Mission

2.
Our Pledge

This newsletter is provided as a
courtesy only. The Medina County
Veterans’ Commission does not
endorse the content of these
newsletters or of other organizations' policies or products.
The information provided here is
for your personal use only and is
in some cases reprinted for the
sole purpose of the Veterans’ of
Medina County.

When you come into the
County Veterans Service
Office you will be assisted
by one of our knowledgeable associates. The people that work in the Medina County Veterans Service Office have a compassionate understanding
of the problems which
confront veterans, widows, widowers, and their
families.

We provide two basic services:
1.

Temporary emergency
financial aid and assistance to eligible veterans and family mem-

bers who have demonstrated a need as set
fourth by the commission.
2. Assist veterans, family
members and survivors
when applying to the
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) for
benefits.

Our assistance includes but is
not limited to:
Financial Assistance:
a. Rent and mortgage payments
b. Utilities: Gas, Electric
and Water
c. Food and personal Hygiene items
d. Medical

e.

f.

Transportation to and from
VA Medical Centers in
Cleveland, Parma and
Akron, Ohio
Grave markers and flags

Service Assistance:
a. Preparations of forms and
paperwork
b. Documentation of claims
and pertinent data
c. Proper submission of
claims to the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs
thru a service organization
d. Submission for awards
decorations and medals
e. Notary Public & DD 214
Certification
Our services are FREE of
charge!

Contact the Medina County Veterans’ Service Office
210 Northland Dr. - Medina, Ohio 44256
Call: 330.722.9368 FAX: 330.722.9378
E-mail: veterans@medinacountyveterans.org
Office Hours: Monday - Wednesday - Thursday - Friday 8:00 AM 4:00 PM - Tuesday 10:00 - 4:00 (Closed Noon – 1:00 PM for Lunch)

Medina County
Veterans’ Service Office
210 Northland Dr.
Medina, Ohio 44256

Your Address Could Be Here!

Your Newest Edition of The
Medina County Veterans’ Newsletter
Would you rather receive this in you email in-box?
Go to our website at: medinacountyveterans.org and register today!

