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Medina County
Veterans’ Newsletter
Fisher House Receives I-X Size Donation
For those of us that have been
to the International Exposition Center
or I-X Center as the locals know it,
you know how huge of a facility it
really is. Originally built to support
the war effort in 1942 as the Cleveland Bomber Plant. Throughout the
1950’s and 60’s the plant was operated by GM to make tanks and artillery
pieces and became better known as
the “Cleveland Tank Plant”. For the
better part of the last thirty years or so
it has been known as the I-X Center.
Nonetheless that support of
the war effort came full circle last
month at the annual “Rod & Piston
Show” when IX Center CEO Brad
Gentille made a huge surprise dona-
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Fisher House board member Rick DeChant and
Jack Forester Medina VFW member accepting the
IX’ Centers $50,000 check for Fisher House.
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tion of $50,000 in support of the
Cleveland Fisher House. A Fisher
House, similar to a Ronald
McDonald House, is for military
family members to stay free-ofcharge while their

Continued on Page 7

Wadsworth American Legion Post #170, Hosts Medals Presentation
On March 6th, 2014 we presented ten sets
of medals to Veterans and family members of deceased veterans. Wadsworth American Legion
Post #170 graciously hosted the event for the recipients and their families.
“This was the seventh medals presentation we have done throughout the county,” Veterans Service Commissioner Jim Kulas said.
Joe Rogers, commander of Wadsworth
American Legion Post #170 said, “Its an honor to
host this dinner here at our Post Home.”
Joe’s crew cooked up a spectacular dinner
prime rib, baked potato and everything to go with
it. Jim Campbell, 2nd Vice commander form the

American Legions Department of Ohio was on
hand to present two
sets of medals. Bryan Bowman Veterans Outreach and
Constituent Services
for
Congressman
Jim Renacci’s Office and Sarah Lowry Northeast Ohio
Regional
Representative for Senator
Sherrod
Brown’s
Office were also
there to present
Continued on Page 2
medals.

If this is the first time you have received this newsletter and would like to continue receiving it call or email us so that we keep you on our mailing list.
You can always go to our website and sign up for the E-edition in full color with interactive web links.
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VA Medical
Centers
Inpatient and Outpatient Care is
Available at the
Following Hospitals
Wade Park Center
10701 East Boulevard—
Cleveland, OH 44106
Phone: (216) 791-3800—Fax:
(216) 421-3217
For appointments or
medication:
(800) 379-8387

Continued from Front Cover

“It was a wonderful event and
we hope to continue having these
presentations in the future,” Veterans
Service Office Director Ed Zackery
said. “Thus far we have had them in
almost every major post throughout the
county, to include the county fair. This
was one of the best yet.”
Veterans honored at the ceremony on March 6 included, Victor A.
Campbell, who served in the U.S. Navy
from 1967-79, James W. Donaldson,
who served in the U.S. Navy from
1961-64 and the U.S. Naval reserves
from 1967-73, Stanley F. Flak Jr., who
served in the U.S. Air Force from 1956-

60, Donald J. Hogston, who served in
the U.S. Army from 1949-52, Merrill
Pack, who served in the U.S. Army
from 1953-61, and Kriste Simmons,
who served in the U.S. Air Force from
2000-02.
The families of deceased veterans also received medals. These included the family of Robert E. Dewey,
who served in the U.S. Air Force from
1952-56; Harry W. Johnson Jr., who
served in the U.S. Army and became a
prisoner of war in 1950; and Walter
Charles Weber, who served in the U.S.
Army from 1944-46.

Parma Community Based Clinic
8787 Brookpark Rd.—Parma, OH
44134
Phone: (216) 739-7000
Akron Community Based Clinic
55 W. Waterloo—Akron,
OH 44319-1116
Phone: (330) 724-7715

New Bridge Place Veterans Receive Over Due Medals

EMERGENCY ROOM CARE IS
AVAILABLE AT WADE PARK 24
HOURS A DAY, SEVEN DAYS A
WEEK.

Veterans living at New Bridge Place
in Lodi, Ohio were presented over
due military awards and medals at a
special luncheon at their home on
March 4, 2014.

If you have an emergency you
may want to consider going to
the local hospital

The recipients were: Prince Dojier of
Earl, who served in the United States
Air Force from August 1961 to May
1966. Prince received the Air Force
Good Conduct Medal with three
Bronze Oak Leaf Clusters, the Air
Force Outstanding Unit Award and
the Air Force Longevity Service
Award ribbon.

Our office can provide
transportation for veterans
to the following VA
Healthcare facilities
Wade Park Hospital
Monday through Friday
Parma CBOC
Monday through Friday
Akron CBOC
Monday through Thursday
We ask that you make your appointments between the hours
of 9:00 am and 12 noon.
Our vans go to the Akron Clinic,
Monday through Thursday and
you should ask for an appointment between the hours
of 9:00 am and 12 noon. (Tell
them you are a van rider).

Joseph A. Johns served in the United
States Navy from March 1975 to
February 1976. He was presented
with the National Defense Service
Medal.
Frederick E. Swingle also served in
the United States Air Force. Swingle
served from October 1963 to July
1964. He received the Small Arms
Expert Marksmanship Ribbon.

Elizabeth Mikita, director of Newbridge Place, accepted a United States
flag adorned with medals, posthumously honoring James Carson for his
service in the United States Army.
Carson served honorably from June
1950 to June 1953, earning a Meritorious Unit Commendation, the National
Defense Service Medal, the Korean
Service Medal with one silver service
star and the United Nations Service
Medal.
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A Message From the
County Veterans’
I’d like start off by saying
thank you for all the support we received over the
past few months. Whether
it is hosting a medals ceremony, a benefits seminar,
volunteering at the county food distribution or showing up at a resource
fair, your support is never ending.
We had a busy few months over the
cold and what we thought would be
a never ending winter.
Nonetheless spring has
sprung and we are glad it has. With
that comes the month of May which
is a busy one for veterans and the
organizations we serve.
Our County Recorders Office continues to issue Veterans
Identification cards. This has been a
big hit with our veterans and may
help them during Memorial day
weekend when many businesses
require of proof of veterans status.
Beware some businesses have different requirements and will only

accept Federal issued ID cards such
as active duty, retired or VA Medical
cards. Contact the Medina County
Recorders Office for details (330)
725-9782 or go to our website at
http://www.medinacountyveterans.or

Speaking of websites, if you
are reading this online then you may
have noticed that we have included
several links, where all you have to
do is click the link or picture and it
will take you directly to the website
for that topic. If you”re not reading
this online and you’d like to go to ur
website, enter your name and email
address and we’ll email it to you.
We recently upgraded our
phone systems in our office following along with the rest of the county
offices. Over the next few months
we will also be making some changes to our office interior. This is in
part due to privacy and HIPAA security rules. It will change our operations a bit, but should not effect the
overall services we provide. Again
our goal is to ensure our veterans
and their families receive the assistance they need and deserve as
well as keeping their information
confidential. Along with this change
starting May 1st our office will start
closing at 4:00pm instead of
4:30pm.
Please read over this issue
carefully as we have some great
events coming up in the next few
months. The VVA Chapter # 385 is
hosting a PTSD Seminar early in
June. A few years ago they hosted
an AGENT Orange Seminar and it
was a big success, so if you or
someone you know is suffering from
PTSD I recommend you come out
and get this information. We will
again have Veteran’s day at the fair,
on Monday, July 28th, 2014.
I’d like to close by congratulating our Office Manger Betsey
Hiller on 30 years of Honorable Service to the Veterans of Medina
County. Betsey was presented with
a citation from the Disabled American Veterans Department of Ohio
for outstanding service to our veterans.
Veterans Service Officer
Medina County, Ohio

GOT FREEDOM?

THANK A VET!

Appointments will be available on
Tuesdays at the Professional Building on
120 W. Washington St, Room 3-C on the
third floor.
To schedule an appointment call
(440) 845-5023.
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“PARADE REST”
Veterans and Their Benefits
Edward Zackery

“We Are All in This
Together”
The
VA
Backlog
seems to be going
down according to the
Department of Veterans Affairs
(VA). It is after all numbers and
numbers and statistics can be
looked at in several different
ways in order to benefit ones
argument. The fact is yes, the
backlog has dropped significantly in just the past year, but not
without cost. At the beginning of
February 2013, the VA had
860,871 claims pending with
601,349 pending over 125 days
or backlogged (ref: Morning
Report 02/04/2013). The same
report for the beginning of February 2014 has decreased to
675,891 claims pending with
just 397,122 over the 125 days
or backlogged (ref Morning Report 02/01/2014). When you
look at the percentages it is
slightly more than a 10% difference, nonetheless the numbers
are substantial. Since 2009, the
backlog of compensation claims
has grown. While VA completed
a record-breaking 1 million
claims per year in fiscal years
2010, 2011, and 2012. In 2013,
the VA completed more claims
than they actually brought in.
This is in part due to the transformation and implementation of
technology within the VA to go
paperless. Paperless claims

SENIOR SECTION

would allow someone working at
the VA in California to rate a
claim in Ohio if need be. Nothing
is mailed and the file can be accessed by personal sitting at a desk
anywhere in the country at the VA.
It is an enormous upturn in the
management of resources within
the VA itself and a change in culture.
THE COST: While claims ar e
being rated more rapidly and the
backlog is decreasing to where the
VA may actually make its goal to
dissolve the backlog by the target
date of 2015, there has been a cost.
By moving personnel, that normally do other duties to work claims
the VA has been forced to put
some of its caseload on hold. Two
areas that have taken the hardest
hit are Dependency issues known
as EP or End Product Code 130.
What may seem like a simple task
of adding a spouse or child to your
VA claim is now taking more than
12 to 15 months. The same goes
for removing a dependent off your
claim due to a death or divorce.
Why? Because while the VA has
been working the backlog of
claims the dependency issues have
been piling up. The same goes for
Appeals. It is an unfortunate circumstance but the VA has now
said that appeals, which use to take
on average of two years, will now
take up to five years. The appeal
inventory has grown by more than
10,000 appeals in the past year and
continues to mount. While the VA
does have a plan to work, the
dependency claims and get it
under control through automation

in order for it to be resolved by 2015. There is
currently no plan in
place for what seems to
be the new backlog. Appeals!
HOW CAN WE HELP: Ther e
are a couple of things that we can
do to help the VA in solving this
problem. One is E-Benefits, a web
based portal for veterans to access
their own claim information. A
veteran can create an E-Benefits
account, log in, and upload their
proof of dependents to their existing claim and literally within a
couple of days the VA through
automation will process their dependency claim. Secondly, you
can advise your fellow veterans
that when filing a claim to use an
accredited service officer like a
County Veterans Service Officer.
Why? Well, accredited service
officers are trained n VA law.
Therefore, we submit a betterdeveloped claim from the beginning, hoping to avoid the appeal
process entirely. Do not get me
wrong there will always be the
need to appeal some decisions by
the VA, but if we can get it right
the first time the outcome for the
Veteran as well as the VA backlog
will be better served. The backlog
is not just the VA’s problem it is
also our problem as it effects all of
us as veterans and as a nation.
While the VA has the duty to rate
the claims in a timely and correct
manner, we have the duty to do
whatever we can to assist them in
getting it right the first time.
We are all in this together!

This program is designed to educate disabled veterans and their families on specific veterans' benefits and services. This outreach program
generates considerable claims work on behalf of veterans and their
families. NSOs, often aided by Department and Chapter Service Officers, travel to communities across the country to counsel and assist
veterans with development of evidence, completion of required applications and prosecution of claims for veterans benefits
administered under federal, state and local laws.
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POST TRAUMATIC STRESS DISORDER (PTSD)
Awareness Symposium
(no cost, all are welcome)
Where: Fir st Baptist
Church of Medina
3646 Medina Road
Medina, Ohio 44256
When: June 2, 2014
Time: 6 to 8:30 p.m.
Contact:

Topics to be Discussed
•What is PTSD
•Understanding PTSD
•Symptoms of PTSD •Sources of Help
•Treatment (Outreach) •Living with PTSD
•How to file a claim for PTSD

Ron Oiler 330-887-1932
Jim Kulas 330-220-3416

If you or someone you know may be struggling with every-day life, feeling unable to
function, re-living tragic events, then you don’t want to miss this symposium.
Sponsored by: Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter #385, Medina, Ohio

VA Removes Annual Income Reporting Requirement
Eliminates Burden on Veterans, Improves Customer Service
FOR IMMEDIATE
RELEASE March 24, 2014
WASHINGTON – The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) is eliminating the
annual requirement for
most Veterans enrolled in
VA’s health care system to
report income information
beginning in March 2014.
Instead, VA will automatically match income information obtained from the
Internal Revenue Service
and Social Security Administration.

reporting makes our health
care benefits easier for Veterans to obtain,” said Secretary of Veterans Affairs Eric
K. Shinseki. “This change
will reduce the burden on
Veterans, improve customer
service and make it much
easier for Veterans to keep
their health care eligibility
up-to-date.”

strophic medical conditions,
Veterans with a disability rating of 50 percent or higher,
or for conditions that are officially rated as “serviceconnected.”

VA encourages Veterans to
continue to use the health
benefits renewal form to report changes in their personal information, such as adSome Veterans applying for dress, phone numbers, deenrollment for the first time pendents, next of kin, inare still required to submit come and health insurance.
income information. There is
no change in VA’s long- For more information, visit
standing policy to provide www.va.gov/healthbenefits/c
“Eliminating the require- no-cost care to indigent Vet- ost or call VA toll-free at
ment for annual income erans, Veterans with cata- 1-877-222-VETS (8387).
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Memorial Day Events Around Medina County
(be
sure
to
check
dates
and
times with your local newspaper of township committees forVaccuracy)
6
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Saturday May 24
 Rittman, Western Reserve National Cemetery: Flag Decoration 10:00 AM
Sunday May 25
 York TWP: Parade 2:00 PM
 Rittman, Western Reserve National Cemetery: Ceremony 3:00 PM
Monday May 26



Brunswick: The city’s Memorial Day program will be held at 10 a.m. at Visintainer Middle School, 1459 Pearl Road. All organizations wishing to participate in the program and parade, which forms no later than 9:30



Chatham Township: The program begins at 10 a.m. with a memorial service at the VFW Hall, followed by a parade.



Granger Township: Granger’s Memorial Day activities will begin at 9 a.m. with a parade from Highland Middle School to Granger
Fairview Cemetery.



Hinckley Township: The Memorial Day parade begins at 9 a.m. at Our Lady of Grace Church and ends at the township Hall.



Lodi: American Legion Post 523 will host a parade lining up at 8:30 a.m. and beginning at 9:00 from the American Legion Hall
through the center of town to Woodlawn Cemetery.



Medina: The city’s Memorial Day festivities begin at the Medina County Courthouse on Public Square. There will be a brief ceremony at 10 am and a parade to Spring Grove Cemetery and guest speaker.



Medina: Vietnam Veterans Memorial; Medina 1:15 PM sponsored by the Medina County VVA Chapter #385.



Seville: The parade begins at 1 p.m. in front of First Baptist Church.



Spencer: The Memorial Day parade lines up at 8 a.m. at the Old School and starts at 9:00 proceeding to the Cemetery for a ceremony.



Valley City: The parade lines up at 10:30 a.m. at the Township Community Center and steps off at 11:00.



Wadsworth: The city’s Memorial Day parade will form at 10:15 a.m. in front of the American Legion and VFW hall, and step off at
10:30.
The Wadsworth American Legion will be serving a Memorial Day breakfast.



Westfield Center: The Village’s parade begins at 11 a.m. at Smucker Drive and ends at Friendsville Cemetery.

If You’re a Veteran,
Don’t Sit on the Sidelines
Get Back in the Game
Any veteran interested in marching in a Memorial
Day Parade please feel free to contact our office
at 330-722-9368 for assistance .
The organizers of the Medina City Memorial Day
Parade would like to cordially invite any and all
Honorably Discharged Veteran to march in this
years parade.
Dust off the old uniform, tighten-up the belt and
polish those boots, cause we want you out there.
If you can’t march some of the parades will be
able to accommodate you on a vehicle.

Calling all Vietnam Veterans & Vietnam Era
Veterans to participate in

OPERATION HOMETOWN MEDINA
Please join us in Medina’s Memorial Day
Parade on May 26th by walking in the parade
behind the Vietnam Veterans banner. This is
our way of showing unity, pride, duty, honor
and respect for our fallen brothers.
Fall in at 0900hrs on the Medina Square
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IS LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS!
CONTACT THEM: 901 Lafayette Rd.
Medina, OH 44258 330.421.4816
FREE FOOD DISTRIBUTIONS
will be held at the Community Center at the Medina County
Fairgrounds, on the Third Thursday of each month.
May 22

June 19

July 17

Any household or individual under the 200% of Federal Poverty
Guideline is eligible! Anyone receiving benefits from Job and Family
Services is under 200% of poverty. Food will be distributed on a first
come first serve basis.

Please bring your own bags

injured or ill
loved one receives treatment,
procedures, operations, or rehabilitation.
Scott Kopfstein, commander of the Medina VFW post
said his VFW Post alone donated
more than $8,000. All in all the fund raiser held a the IX Center generated more
than $90,000.
The Greater Cleveland Fisher
House will serve the families of veterans
being treated at Cleveland VA Wade
Park Medical Center.
The Fisher House Foundation
builds facilities where military and veterans’ families can stay at no cost while
their Veteran or service member is receiving treatment at a military hospital.
The Medina, Cuyahoga and Summit County Veterans Service Offices
were also on hand as well as several other
Veterans Organizations. Rolling Thunder
spearheaded the fundraiser.
The Goal of the Greater Cleveland Fisher House Organization is to
raise $7,000,000 for the construction of a
Fisher House (there are currently 62
houses in operation across the United
States, Germany, and England) which
will be located on the grounds of the
Louis Stokes VA Hospital in Cleveland,
the third largest VA hospital in the United States.
If you would like to make a donation you
can
go
online
at
http://
greaterclevelandfisherhouse.org/donate/
or call the Medina VFW at (330) 7250884.
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County benefits throughout Ohio are benefits
provided by the county in which you reside.
They are provided by the County and are specific to those Veterans living within it.
They are not the same from county to county.

State benefits are provided by the State of Ohio
and are available to ail Veterans that are state
residents.

Federal benefits come from the Federal Government and apply equally to all Veterans
across the country.

Our office is trained to assist you in applying for and pursuing any benefit from Medina County, the State of Ohio or the Federal Government.

Medina County Veterans Identification Cards are available from the
Medina County Recorder’s Office.
You will need an original or certified
copy of your discharge in order to be
eligible for a ID Card.
If you do not have one you can come
into our office and we will assist you in
requesting an certified copy. Or you can
order one HERE on line yourself.
You will also need a valid Drivers License or State ID card with your application.
***If you did not meet the service requirements or service criteria to receive
one of the following you will not be
issued a ID card. We are sorry but this
is the law. The only agency that can
issue you a discharge is the branch
that
you
served
in.
***This ID card is not a valid form of
identification and we are not responsible for those that do not accept it.
Discharge documentation includes:
DD-214, NGB-22, NGB-55, DD-256
They
are
located
at:
144
N
Broadway
St
#117
Medina,
OH
44256
(330) 725-9782

Military
Injury Relief Fund (MIRF); VA Pension for Veterans; What Is VA
1
Pension? or (Aid and Attendance)
The Military Injury Relief Fund pro- Pension is a needs-based benefit paid to
vides grants to service members who wartime veterans who meet certain age
were injured while serving in theater or non-service connected disability reunder Operation Enduring Freedom quirements.
(OEF), Operation Iraqi Freedom (OIF) You may be eligible if: you were disor Operation New Dawn. The intent is charged from service under other than
to help returning injured veterans and dishonorable conditions, AND you
their families make ends meet upon a served 90 days or more of active duty
veteran's
return
home. with at least 1 day during a period of
How do I apply for a MIRF grant? war time*, AND your countable inApplications are also available at your come is below the maximum annual
county's Veterans Service Office. pension rate, AND you meet the net
FAQ’s:
worth limitations, AND you are age 65
My spouse and I were injured and re- or older, OR are shown by evidence to
ceived a Purple Heart under Operation have a permanent and total non-serviceIraqi Freedom. Can we both apply for connected disability, OR are a patient in
MIRF
grants?
Yes. a nursing home, OR are receiving SoCan I apply more than once? cial Security disability benefits.
No. Recent amendments restrict the *Veterans who entered active duty after
application and receipt of the grant to a September 7, 1980, must also serve at
one-time
award. least 24 months of active duty service.
How much money will I receive from If the total length of service is less than
the
grant?
$500.00. 24 months, the Veteran must have comI no longer live in Ohio, but I was an pleted his/her entire tour of active duOhio resident at the time of my injury. ty. CLICK HERE to learn more about
Can I still apply for a grant? the combined rating table an for the
No, you must be a resident of the State current VA compensation rates.
of Ohio at the time of application.

WADE PARK VETERANS HOSPITAL TREAT
VFW HOST FOR THE YEAR 2014
MAY

11

WADSWORTH

POST 1089

JUNE

8

BRUNSWICK

POST 9520

JULY

13

MEDINA

P0ST 5137

AUGUST

10

WADSWORTH

POST 1089

SEPTEMBER

14

VALLEY CITY

POST 5563

OCTOBER

12

BRUNSWICK

POST 9520

The men and women who we are caring for at
the WADE PARK V A HOSPITAL THANK
YOU and are grateful for your Post VFW
Hospital treat. Please encourage your members
to volunteer and VISIT WITH OUR HOSPITALIZED MEN AND WOMEN. OUR TREAT
IS EVERY SECOND SUNDAY OF THE
MONTH STARTING AT 1:30 P.M. Should you
have any questions or ideas for making this treat
even more special for our brother and sister veterans please call me at 330-225-0242. Jerry Lemons Coordinator Hospitalized Veterans Treat
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Ohio Department of Veterans Services
Advisory Committee Meets in Medina;
Hosts Resource Fair for Area Veterans

Dave Lofy and Ralph Waite Members
of American Legion Post #202 with
Suzette Price, service director for the
Department of Ohio.

Veterans Service Commissioners Jim
Kulas, Mike Jacobson with Director/CVSO Ed Zackery and Outreach
Specialist Jenna Slonaker

The big news of the day was the Governor was
coming to town. The great news of the day was Medina
County hosted a Veterans Resource Fair and the Ohio
Veterans Advisory Committee Meeting for the State of
Ohio. More than 600 veterans and family members
from the entire State showed up to see what benefits
the Federal, State and local government has to offer our
veterans. There were resources for employment, counseling for young and old, male and females.
“It was a spectacular event and we were proud
to host it here in Medina County,” said one Veterans
Service Commissioner. After the resource fair the Advisory Board held their meeting at the same location, the
Medina Armory. The meeting lasted a little more than
an hour and the Advisory Board adjourned to the Medina VFW Post #5137 for a brief dinner before heading
over to hear the Governor and his “State of the State,”
address.
During the Governor’s address he highlighted one of
his priorities for Veterans employment. “Something we
are glad to see,” said Ed Zackery, Director Medina
County Veterans Service Office.

Medina VFW commander “Scotty”
Kopfstein and Jenna Slonaker with
Ohio Department of Veterans Service
Director Timothy Gorrell

Governor Kasich during his “State of
the State” address at Medina High
School, The Governor Spoke about his
jobs initiative for Ohio Veterans
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News from the:
Medina County Veterans Coalition
Joint Veteran
Coalition Continues to Grow
The Joint Veterans Coalition
of Medina County continues to
grow in its activities and organizational membership. It is a fraternal organization composed of
Veteran organizations in Medina County and other organizations whose membership may
not all be Veterans but whose
purpose and activities substantially support Veterans and active duty personnel from Medina County.
One of the outgrowths of the
Veterans Coalition was the first-

ever Medina County AllVeterans Ball which occurred
October 26, 2013 at the National Guard Armory in Medina.

This year our Veterans Ball will
be on Saturday, October 25 at
Williams on the Lake, also in
Medina, from 5:30PM to
9:30PM. The price will be the

same, $25/person but will include an open bar for beer and
wine. Musical entertainment
will be part of the program.
Please mark your calendar and
plan to attend!
The Coalition meets every
two months at a Veterans Post
or Hall somewhere in Medina
County. All Medina County
Veterans are welcome to attend.
For more information, contact
the Veterans Coalition President, Dave Taylor at 330-7227455
or
e-mail:
dave.taylor@zoominternet.net.

Veterans Memorial Hall to be Modernized
The Medina County Veterans Memorial Hall in Medina City is in great
need of expansion and modernization.
A fundraising Capital Campaign has
begun which will last throughout 2014
to raise monies for the modernization
in 2015. The hall was built in 1956 as
a church and was taken over by the
Veterans in the 1960’s. As Capital
Campaign Chairman Dave Taylor
notes, “We cannot efficiently continue
our programs, start new programs or
attract today’s Veteran coming off
active duty without some major changes”
Currently four Veterans organizations meet at the Hall, and three of
them are county-wide organizations:
American Veterans (AM VETS)
Chapter 1990, Disabled American
Veterans (DAV) Chapter 72, and Vietnam Veterans of America (VVA)
Chapter 385. Other county-wide or-

ganizations such as Rolling Thunder
Chapter 8 and Medina County Women
of the Military (MCWM) have expressed a desire to use the Memorial
Hall if it can be modernized. Modernization will include expanding the
building, a modern roof, a paved parking lot, a picnic area and airconditioning for the Hall.
If you wish more information, work
for a group or company that could
make a tax-free donation, or can sponsor an event to raise funds, please
contact Dave Taylor at 330-722-7455
or e-mail:
dave.taylor@zoominternet.net or visit
the Memorial Hall’s website at:
www.medinavethall.com. All donations are made to the Medina County
Auditors 501 (C) 3 Tax-deductible
fund: Auditor Kovack Community
Fund.

(Caption
for old Hall
photo)

Current Medina County Veterans Hall
built in 1956 is in serious need of
modernization.
(Caption
for New
Planned
hall picture)
Modernization will increase
the services offered to Veterans, such
as monthly lunches for veterans homebound or in nursing homes, to have a
meal with fellow Veterans. Plans include educational programs for school
children about the sacrifices of Veterans.
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Medina County Veterans Organizations Meeting Times and Places
Organization

Post #

Address

American Ex-Prisoners of War
American Legion

Chapter #8 244 West South Street,
Post #234 Coppertop/Cherokee

American Legion

Post #523 120 Bank Street, Lodi

American Legion
American Legion
American Legion
AMVETS
Blue Star Mothers of Medina
County
Disabled American Veterans
Forty et Eight
Korean War Veterans Association
MARINE Corps League
Medina County Veterans Coalition

Post #202
Post #608
Post #170
Post #1990

Military Order of Purple Heart
Rolling Thunder
Veterans of Foreign Wars
Veterans of Foreign Wars
Veterans of Foreign Wars
Veterans of Foreign Wars
Veterans of Foreign Wars
Veterans of Foreign Wars
Vietnam Veterans of America

Meeting Times

620 N. Broadway St.
North Main St
129 Main Street
620 N. Broadway Street

2:00 PM - 1st Sunday of each month
7:00 PM - First Thursday of each month
7:00 PM - Second Thursdays of each
Lodi, OH
month
Medina, OH
7:15 PM - Fourth Monday of each month
Spencer, OH
8:00 PM - First Monday of each month
Wadsworth, OH 7:00 PM - Second Monday of each month
Medina, OH
7:30 PM - Third Wednesday of each month

1439 S. Carpenter Road

Brunswick, OH

6:30 PM - Third Tuesday of each month

Medina, OH
Valley City, OH
Rocky River, OH
Medina, OH

7:00 PM - Second Tuesday of each month
9:00 AM - Second Saturday of each month
1:00 PM - Fourth Tuesday of each month
7:30 PM - Third Tuesday of each month

Medina,
OH 44258

mcwomilitary@yahoo.com

MEDINA, OH
Medina, OH
Brunswick, OH

Meet quarterly - Call for times
2-4:00 PM - Second Sunday of each month
7:00 PM - Second Monday of each month

Spencer, OH,

8:00 PM - Second Tuesday of each month

Medina, OH
Seville, OH
Valley City, OH
Wadsworth, OH

7:00 PM - First Tuesday of each month
8:30 PM - Third Thursday of each month
7:00 PM - Second Monday of each month
8:00 PM - First Tuesday of each month
7:00 PM - First Wednesday of each month
(no meeting in July)

Chapter #72 620 N. Broadway Street
Voiture #601 Coppertop 5740 Center
Chapter #69 590 N. Rocky River Dr.
DET #569 3916 Pearl Rd

Medina County Women of the
Military

City, State

PO Box 1812,
#557
620 N BROADWAY ST
Chapter #8 3916 Pearl Rd.
Post #9520 1439 S. Carpenter Road
6299 Avon Lake Rd.,
Post #6892
Chatham Twp.
Post #5137 3916 Pearl Rd
Post #8753 39 F Main St.
Post #5563 6731 Center Rd.
Post #1089 121 Main Street
Chapter
620 N. Broadway
#385

Wooster, OH
Brunswick, OH

Medina, Ohio

*** If the information above is not correct please contact our office so that we may update it.

Dates to Remember

MAY

JUNE

JULY

 May 4—Loyalty Day

 June 2—PTSD Seminar

 July 4—Independence Day

 May 11—Mothers Day

 June 6—D-Day

 May 8—VE Day

 June 12—Veterans Service Commission meeting 4: 00 PM

 July 10—Veterans Service Commission
meeting 4: 00 PM

 May 8—Veterans Service Commission meeting 4: 00 PM

 June 14—Flag Day

 May 16—Candlelight Vigil , Medina Square

 June 14—US Army 238th Birthday

 May 17—Armed Forces Day (swap meet,
Medina VFW)

 June 15—Fathers Day

 May 25—Memorial Day Ceremony, Ohio
Western Reserve Cemetery

 July 2—End of the Korean War
 July 28—Veterans Day at the Medina
County Fair

 June 17—Blue Tip Parade, Wadsworth, Ohio
 June 25—Start of the Korean War

 May 26—Memorial Day

SEE YOU AT THE MEDINA COUNTY
FAIR July 28th to Aug 3rd

Veterans Service Office Closed on:
May 24-26 Memorial Day Weekend

Veterans Service Office Closed on:
July 4 Independence Day

Would you like to receive a replacement set of your medals and decorations, or awards you may have earned but never received? Contact our
office for information on how to receive the awards you earned.

Medina County Veterans’ Service Office
Out-Reach Program - Wadsworth
The Medina County Veterans’ Service Office provides an outreach center
in Wadsworth the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of every month from
1:00 to 3:00 PM, at the Center for Older Adults in Wadsworth

Become a
Member
Today!

Medina County
Veterans’ Newsletter

Medina County Veterans’ Service Office
Our Mission

2.
Our Pledge

This newsletter is provided as a
courtesy only. The Medina County
Veterans’ Commission does not
endorse the content of these
newsletters or of other organizations' policies or products.
The information provided here is
for your personal use only and is
in some cases reprinted for the
sole purpose of the Veterans’ of
Medina County.

When you come into the
County Veterans Service
Office you will be assisted
by one of our knowledgeable associates. The people that work in the Medina County Veterans Service Office have a compassionate understanding
of the problems which
confront veterans, widows, widowers, and their
families.

We provide two basic services:
1.

Temporary emergency
financial aid and assistance to eligible veterans and family mem-

bers who have demonstrated a need as set
fourth by the commission.
2. Assist veterans, family
members and survivors
when applying to the
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) for
benefits.

Our assistance includes but is
not limited to:
Financial Assistance:
a. Rent and mortgage payments
b. Utilities: Gas, Electric
and Water
c. Food and personal Hygiene items
d. Medical

e.

f.

Transportation to and from
VA Medical Centers in
Cleveland, Parma and
Akron, Ohio
Grave markers and flags

Service Assistance:
a. Preparations of forms and
paperwork
b. Documentation of claims
and pertinent data
c. Proper submission of
claims to the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs
thru a service organization
d. Submission for awards
decorations and medals
e. Notary Public & DD 214
Certification
Our services are FREE of
charge!

Contact the Medina County Veterans’ Service Office
210 Northland Dr. - Medina, Ohio 44256
Call: 330.722.9368 FAX: 330.722.9378
E-mail: veterans@medinacountyveterans.org
Office Hours: Monday - Wednesday - Thursday - Friday 8:00 AM 4:00 PM - Tuesday 10:00 - 4:00 (Closed Noon – 1:00 PM for Lunch)

Medina County
Veterans’ Service Office
210 Northland Dr.
Medina, Ohio 44256

Your Address Could Be Here!

Your Newest Edition of The
Medina County Veterans’ Newsletter
Would you rather receive this in you email in-box?
Go to our website at: medinacountyveterans.org and register today!

