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Veterans’ Newsletter
VA Holds Town Hall Meetings
Louis Stokes Cleveland Veterans Affairs Medical Center and the
VA Regional Office (RO) located in
the Federal Building in Downtown
Cleveland, each held their first
“Town Hall Meeting” this past September. Cleveland's VA Wade Park
Medical Center is the third largest in
the country.
Susan Fuehrer, Center Director, said “The meetings are part of a
national VA program at all 153 medical centers, inviting suggestions for
improvement from veterans.” His
third day at the helm of the Cleveland
Regional Office, the new director Anthony Milons held their Town Hall.
He fielded questions from about fifty
Veterans and several service organizations.
The Town Hall meetings are
the result of an imitative by the new
Veterans Affairs Secretary Bob
McDonald, The initiative has ordered
town hall meetings at all department
health and benefits facilities by the
end of September. Secretary McDonald has ordered the meetings in an
effort to better understand veterans’
complaints about services.
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ID Cards are now available
for eligible Veterans at the
Medina County Recorders
Office. You must bring an
original DD 214 or Discharge
and record it to receive your
free ID card.
The Recorders Office is located at in the County Administration Building at. 144 N
Broadway St #117 Medina,
OH 44256

and wait times
mostly. With the
recent VA Scandal
at the Phoenix VA
Medical Center Veterans have started to
speak out about
problems and issues they have
at the VA. And the VA seems to
be listening. Although most
Veterans came to voice their concerns and glitches with the system,
some came to say thank you. One
Veteran merely stated he wanted
to say he receives superior care
and he wouldn't know what he
would do if it were not for that
care.
The Town Hall at the Regional Office
Continued on Page 2

Happy Birthday!

US Marine Corp
239th
US Navy 239th

Drop off “new toys at our office. Thanks you for Supporting
this important program.

If this is the first time you have received this newsletter and would like to continue receiving it call or email us so that we keep you on our mailing list.
You can always go to our website and sign up for the E-edition in full color with interactive web links.
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IS LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS!

VA Medical
Centers
Inpatient and Outpatient Care is
Available at the
Following Hospitals
Wade Park Center
10701 East Boulevard—
Cleveland, OH 44106
Phone: (216) 791-3800—Fax:
(216) 421-3217
For appointments or
medication:
(800) 379-8387
Parma Community Based Clinic
8787 Brookpark Rd.—Parma, OH
44134
Phone: (216) 739-7000
Akron Community Based Clinic
55 W. Waterloo—Akron,
OH 44319-1116
Phone: (330) 724-7715
EMERGENCY ROOM CARE IS
AVAILABLE AT WADE PARK 24
HOURS A DAY, SEVEN DAYS A
WEEK.
If you have an emergency you
may want to consider going to
the local hospital

Our office can provide
transportation for veterans
to the following VA
Healthcare facilities
Wade Park Hospital
Monday through Friday
Parma CBOC
Monday through Friday
Akron CBOC
Monday through Thursday
We ask that you make your appointments between the hours
of 9:00 am and 12 noon.
Our vans go to the Akron Clinic,
Monday through Thursday and
you should ask for an appointment between the hours
of 9:00 am and 12 noon. (Tell
them you are a van rider).

CONTACT THEM: 901 Lafayette Rd.
Medina, OH 44258 330.421.4816
FREE FOOD DISTRIBUTIONS
will be held at the Community Center at the Medina County Fairgrounds,
on the Third Thursday of each month.
Nov 20

Dec 18

Jan 15

Any household or individual under the 200% of Federal Poverty Guideline is
eligible! Anyone receiving benefits from Job and Family Services is under 200% of
poverty. Food will be distributed on a first come first serve basis.

Please bring your own bags

was held on
September 24th and was designed to answer questions
about benefits that some Veterans have been waiting years to
receive.
Veterans seemed mostly
concerned that it takes so long
to receive benefits. One widow
stated that when her husband
passed away as a result his service connected disability it took
several months for her to receive the survivors pension that
she was due. But all that time
her bills kept coming in, they
do not stop, she stated.
This has long been the
question for so many Veterans,
as to why it takes so long to
receive the benefit's they are
do?
After 90 minutes the
questions ended, and Milons
told the remaining vets, "We're
not a perfect organization, but
we do care about veterans.
We're going to do the best we
can to become the best organi-

Continued from front page

zation in the country, “He
added. We are not where we
need to be yet, but I guarantee
we're going in the right direction."
Both directors promised to have future town hall’s
especially since they’re the
boss. Secretary McDonald has
stated they be held periodically. Veterans stated they only
heard about the meeting at the
last minute and said the next
meetings need to be publicized better, something the
VA in Cleveland has promised they would do. One for
December is already planned
for the VARO and will focus
on benefits.
Check back on our FaceBook
Page for the dates and time
when they are announced.
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A Message From the
County Veterans’
WOW! Time flies and we
just keep rolling along here
at the Medina County Veterans Service Office.
I was happy to report to
the County Commissioners in July of this past year that we
saw a 26% increase in VA benefits
distributed here in Medina County
from the Federal Government. Approximately 48 million dollars in all.
An increase of almost 10 million dollars or 26% from the previous year.
We are very proud of those kind of
numbers. Anyone wishing for a copy
of the report please contact myself
and I will be happy to provide one
for you.
I recently had the opportunity to
meet and hear the new Veterans
Affairs Secretary Bob McDonald
address a group of state directors at
their annual convention. His comments were well spoken and very
personable. I took away two things,
one he sated that his predecessor
Secretary Shinseki was a good man
and did much for the organization
he is now in charge of. Something I
agree with. Secondly he stated that
the VA needs to see how its Veterans see them as well as how the
people that work for the organization
see themselves. Basically the marketing needs to change. I wont disagree with the new Secretary but I
will add that if the product does not
change as well, all the great marketing and feel good ads in the world
will not view how its customers
(Veterans) view the VA. The VA has
a lot of great people that get up

each and everyday and try to do
their best for our Veterans. It is also
an enormous agency, the largest
branch of the Federal Government
and change from with will not come
easy. I hope that the changes coming are more than superficial, past
Secretary Shinseki made some
great strides in claims processing
and changes to the Agent Orange
claims. I hope the new guy in the
chair can fill his shoes with a size
and a half bigger.
By the time this newsletter is published we will have held the 2nd Annual Military Banquet. This year the
Coalition has decided to start a new
tradition with a Veteran of the Year
Award. I would like to congratulate
Jerry Lemons from Brunswick. Jerry
has been selected as the first ever
Medina County Veteran of the Year.
As Veteran’s Day approaches and
the capitalistic machine of America
opens it’s doors to us Veterans and
offers us discounts and free meals
thanking us for our service. Let us
not forgot the real reasons we
raised our right hand and swore to
defend this great country. I don’t
think any of us raised our hand for a
discount or a free meal. We raised it
so that we the people, all people
may live our lives free of tyranny,
free from religious persecution, free
from being victimized or victimized
based on race, religion or sex.
Those unalienable rights guaranteed to each and every one of us,
Life Liberty and the Pursuit of Happiness. That is why we served and
continue to serve. Let us never forget it.
I want to wish everyone a good Veterans Day, Happy Thanksgiving and
Merry Christmas and a health and
safe New Year.
Thank you for all you continue to do
to make Medina County A great
place to be a Veteran.
Veterans Service Officer
Medina County, Ohio

P AGE 3

GOT FREEDOM?

THANK A VET!

Appointments will be available on
Tuesdays at the Professional Building on
120 W. Washington St, Room 3-C on the
third floor.
To schedule an appointment call
(440) 845-5023.
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“PARADE REST”
Veterans and Their Benefits
Edward Zackery
Reprinted from October 2014
“Helping Hands”

“There’s Really NO
BULL” with VA
Pensions and Aid &
Attendance
We would like to offer you
some facts about the VA Pension Aid & Attendance, and
cut through all the Bull?
The truth is there really is no
Bull, if you understand the
complexity’s with the VA
pensions including Aid & Attendance. The VA pension is
a needs-based benefit for veterans and eligible dependents.
To gain entitlement, you must
be a veteran discharged under
other-than-dishonorable conditions, have wartime service
(defined as a period of war as
set forth by the U.S. government and the Department of
Veterans Affairs), be 6S or
permanently disabled, and
meet VA income requirements. Survivors of veterans
who meet eligibility requirements may also be eligible for
a survivor's pension (formally
death pension). Our office
provides assistance and counseling regarding your eligibil-

SENIOR SECTION
ity and the proper filing from an
accredited County Veteran’s
Service Officer.
The BULL! Don't believe the
lie that a VA pension is a
"hidden government benefit"
for which you need an attorney
or financial planner to unlock
the mystery. Do not fall victim
to a fraudulent scam designed
to take your money and deprive
you of the professional assistance you and your dependents
have earned through service to
our country. In recent years due
to the downturn of the economy, more veterans and survivors are seeking assistance
through the VA pension programs. Many organizations and
businesses have surfaced that
try to convince those that maybe entitled to pensions that they
would receive more professional and competent help by retaining the services of a "pension
specialist" or attorney. Simply
put, if anyone proposes that he
or his organization should be
paid for providing veterans with
services, or have you purchase
something they should not be
trusted or utilized.
The Truth! Veterans have
earned free assistance, and the
Medina County Veterans Service Office is here to provide

knowledgeable, professional service free of
charge to all
eligible persons. Our office is
an accredited with the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA),
the Ohio Department of Veterans Services (ODVS) and several Veterans Organizations and
we can advise you on your pension benefits. We can also walk
you through the process of filing, following up, reviewing
and appealing on legal basis if
need be.
If at any time you need assistance with or when dealing with
the VA feel free to contact the
Medina County Veterans Service Office (MCVSO), which is
a state mandated agency dedicated to aiding county veterans
during times of need. We are
recognized by the Department
of Veterans Affairs (VA) and
accredited by the Ohio Department of Veterans Services
(ODVS) to assist you when filing for these benefits. The
County Veterans Service Office
has the mission to provide temporary aid and assistance to veterans, dependent's and widows.
It’s the Law!
OUR SERVICES ARE FREE.
YOU EARNED THEM!

This program is designed to educate disabled veterans and their families on specific veterans' benefits and services. This outreach program
generates considerable claims work on behalf of veterans and their
families. NSOs, often aided by Department and Chapter Service Officers, travel to communities across the country to counsel and assist
veterans with development of evidence, completion of required applications and prosecution of claims for veterans benefits
administered under federal, state and local laws.
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VA Updates Disability Claims Application Process for Veterans, Survivors
New Process Will Reduce Processing Times and Improve Quality
September 24, 2014
WASHINGTON – The Department of Veterans Affairs
(VA) today announced that it
is introducing a uniformed
disability claims form to better serve Veterans, families
and survivors. Standardizing
process by which Veterans
file claims and initiate appeals
will make it easier for Veterans and their survivors to
clearly state what benefits
they are seeking from VA and
provide information that is
necessary to process their
claims and appeals. The new
forms eliminate applicant
guesswork, which often leads
to delays in decisions and ultimately delays in receiving
benefits. The new regulations
go into effect in late March
2015.
“We must do everything
that we can to make it as fast
and easy as possible for Veterans and their survivors to
file for and receive an accurate decision on their claim,”
said VA Secretary Robert
McDonald. “Our Veterans
and survivors will know, at
the outset of the claims process, what is needed, which
removes subjective interpretation from the process. We

want to eliminate any barriers
that make it difficult for our
Veterans or survivors to receive
benefits to which they are entitled.”
In the past, a Veteran or
survivor did not have to use a
certain form to seek compensation or other benefits from VA.
Claims or appeals (Notice of
Disagreement) could be submitted on any piece of paper which
caused delays due to missing
information.
By using standard forms
for all disability claims, VA can
more quickly and accurately
identify what the Veteran is
claiming or appealing. This
will allow VA to immediately
move on to next steps in the
evidence-gathering and decision-making process, which
saves administrative processing
time and speeds the delivery of
earned benefits. The existing
process is also inconsistent with
most, if not all, other government and non-government application processes, such as applying for social security, applying for a driver’s license,
applying for a job or filing for
an income tax refund.
“These days government
agencies and private businesses

rely on standard forms to deliver faster and more accurate customer service,” said Under Secretary for Benefits Allison A.
Hickey. VA’s ability to deliver
better customer service requires
the use of standard forms as
well. That is why we worked
extensively with our partners in
the Veterans community to
streamline the way we process
claims while preserving the
effective date rules concerning
informal claims through the
creation of a new intent to file a
claim process.”
The updated process also
includes standardizing the traditional informal claims process
by employing a new “Intent to
File a Claim” process which
affords the Veteran or survivor
one year to compile the necessary documentation or evidence
to support the claim while preserving an effective date of
claim.
More
information
about VA Forms 21-526EZ, 21527EZ, 21-534EZ or VA Form
21-0958, Notice of Disagreement, may be found at
www.ebenefits.va.gov
or
www.va.gov/vaforms/.
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County benefits throughout Ohio are benefits
provided by the county in which you reside.
They are provided by the County and are specific to those Veterans living within it.
They are not the same from county to county.

State benefits are provided by the State of Ohio
and are available to ail Veterans that are state
residents.

Federal benefits come from the Federal Government and apply equally to all Veterans
across the country.

Our office is trained to assist you in applying for and pursuing any benefit from Medina County, the State of Ohio or the Federal Government.

Military Awards and Decorations:
Requests for the issuance or replacement of military service medals, decorations, and awards should be directed
to the specific branch of the military in
which the veteran served. However, for
Air Force (including Army Air Corps)
and Army personnel, the National Personnel Records Center will verify the
awards to which a veteran is entitled
and forward the request with the verification to the appropriate service department for issuance of the medals. The
eVetRecs
website
at:
http://www.archives.gov/stlouis/military-personnel/public/awardsand-decorations.html#army is preferred
for requesting medals and awards.
You can always come into our office
and we would be happy to assist you in
this matter.
Cold War Recognition Certificate: In
accordance with section 1084 of the
Fiscal Year 1998 National Defense
Authorization Act, the Secretary of
Defense approved awarding Cold War
Recognition Certificates to all members
of the armed forces and qualified federal government civilian personnel who
faithfully served the United States during the Cold War era, from Sept. 2,
1945, to Dec. 26, 1991.

1

Hire A Veteran

HEALTH CARE:

Looking For The Right Candidate?

VA provides a number of health care
services.

Veterans have a wide range of skills
and proven leadership ability. Military
life has trained them to be team players
as well as creative, action-oriented, and
efficient employees. Contact a Veterans
Workforce Specialist. They'll put you in
touch with some of the best employees
you'll ever have, and assist you with:

Hospital, outpatient medical, dental,
pharmacy and prosthetic services
Domiciliary, nursing home, and community based residential care
Sexual trauma counseling
Specialized health care for women
veterans

1.

Posting Job Orders

Health and rehabilitation programs for
homeless veterans

2.

Referrals of Qualified Candidates

Readjustment counseling

Labor Market Information

Alcohol and drug dependency treatment

3.
4.

Tax Benefits of Hiring Veterans

Contact Your Veterans Workforce
Specialist

WADE PARK VETERANS HOSPITAL
TREAT
VFW HOST FOR THE YEAR 2014
NOVEMBER, 9, CHATHAM POST 6892
DECEMBER 14, ALL MEDINA COUNTY
VETERANS

Joshua Collins
(216) 898-6102
Joshua.Collins@jfs.ohio.gov

Medical evaluation for disorders associated with military service in the Gulf
War, or exposure to Agent Orange,
radiation, and other environmental
hazards
Combat Veterans: VA pr ovides fr ee
health care for veterans who served in a
theater of combat operations after November 11, 1998, for any illness possibly related to their service in that theater.
Time Limits: You have five years from
the date of your discharge

The men and women who we are caring for at the WADE
PARK V A HOSPITAL THANK YOU and are grateful for
your Post VFW Hospital treat. Please encourage your members to volunteer and VISIT WITH OUR HOSPITALIZED
MEN AND WOMEN. OUR TREAT IS EVERY SECOND SUNDAY OF THE MONTH STARTING AT 1:30 P.M. Should you
have any questions or ideas for making this treat even more special
for our brother and sister veterans please call me at 330-225-0242.
Jerry Lemons Coordinator Hospitalized Veterans Treat
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Medina County Veterans Organizations Meeting Times and Places
Organization

Post #

Address

American Ex-Prisoners of War
American Legion

Chapter #8 244 West South Street,
Post #234 Coppertop/Cherokee

American Legion

Post #523 120 Bank Street, Lodi

American Legion
American Legion
American Legion
AMVETS
Blue Star Mothers of Medina
County
Disabled American Veterans
Forty et Eight
Korean War Veterans Association
MARINE Corps League
Medina County Veterans Coalition

Post #202
Post #608
Post #170
Post #1990

Military Order of Purple Heart
Rolling Thunder
Veterans of Foreign Wars
Veterans of Foreign Wars
Veterans of Foreign Wars
Veterans of Foreign Wars
Veterans of Foreign Wars
Veterans of Foreign Wars
Vietnam Veterans of America

Meeting Times

620 N. Broadway St.
North Main St
129 Main Street
620 N. Broadway Street

2:00 PM - 1st Sunday of each month
7:00 PM - First Thursday of each month
7:00 PM - Second Thursdays of each
Lodi, OH
month
Medina, OH
7:15 PM - Fourth Monday of each month
Spencer, OH
8:00 PM - First Monday of each month
Wadsworth, OH 7:00 PM - Second Monday of each month
Medina, OH
7:30 PM - Third Wednesday of each month

1439 S. Carpenter Road

Brunswick, OH

6:30 PM - Third Tuesday of each month

Medina, OH
Valley City, OH
Rocky River, OH
Medina, OH

7:00 PM - Second Tuesday of each month
9:00 AM - Second Saturday of each month
1:00 PM - Fourth Tuesday of each month
7:00 PM - Third Tuesday of each month

Medina,
OH 44258

mcwomilitary@yahoo.com

MEDINA, OH
Medina, OH
Brunswick, OH

Meet quarterly - Call for times
2-4:00 PM - Second Sunday of each month
7:00 PM - Second Monday of each month

Spencer, OH,

8:00 PM - Second Tuesday of each month

Medina, OH
Seville, OH
Valley City, OH
Wadsworth, OH

7:00 PM - First Tuesday of each month
8:30 PM - Third Thursday of each month
7:00 PM - Second Monday of each month
8:00 PM - First Tuesday of each month
7:00 PM - First Wednesday of each month
(no meeting in July)

Chapter #72 620 N. Broadway Street
Voiture #601 Coppertop 5740 Center
Chapter #69 590 N. Rocky River Dr.
DET #569 3916 Pearl Rd

Medina County Women of the
Military

City, State

PO Box 1812,
#557
620 N BROADWAY ST
Chapter #8 3916 Pearl Rd.
Post #9520 1439 S. Carpenter Road
6299 Avon Lake Rd.,
Post #6892
Chatham Twp.
Post #5137 3916 Pearl Rd
Post #8753 39 F Main St.
Post #5563 6731 Center Rd.
Post #1089 121 Main Street
Chapter
620 N. Broadway
#385

Wooster, OH
Brunswick, OH

Medina, Ohio

*** If the information above is not correct please contact our office so that we may update it.

Dates to Remember

NOVEMBER

DECEMBER

JANUARURY

 Nov 2—Daylight Savings Time Begins

Dec 7—Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day (1941)

 Jan 1—New Years Day

 Nov 4—Election Day

Dec 15—Bill of Rights Day

 Jan 19—Martin Luther King Day

 Nov 10—USMC, 239th Birthday

Dec 16—Battle of the Bulge



 Nov 10—Medina City, Veterans Day at Saint
Francis Xavier Church 7:00 pm

Dec 20—Invasion of Panama: "
Operation Just
Cause"(1989)

 Nov 11—Veterans Day

Dec 25 Christmas Day

 Nov 13—US Navy, 239th Birthday

Dec 31—New Years Eve

 Nov 27—Thanksgiving Day

Veterans Service Office Closed on:
Nov 11, Veterans Day
Nov 27-28 Thanksgiving Day

Veterans Service Office Closed on:
Dec 24, at 1:00pm
Dec 25-26 Christmas Day
Dec 31, at 1:00pm

Veterans Service Office Closed on:
Jan 1, New Years Day
Jan 19, Martin Luther King Day

Would you like to receive a replacement set of your medals and decorations, or awards you may have earned but never received? Contact our
office for information on how to receive the awards you earned.

Medina County Veterans’ Service Office
Out-Reach Program - Wadsworth
The Medina County Veterans’ Service Office provides an outreach center
in Wadsworth the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of every month from
1:00 to 3:00 PM, at the Center for Older Adults in Wadsworth

Become a
Member
Today!

Medina County
Veterans’ Newsletter

Medina County Veterans’ Service Office
Our Mission

2.
Our Pledge

This newsletter is provided as a
courtesy only. The Medina County
Veterans’ Commission does not
endorse the content of these
newsletters or of other organizations' policies or products.
The information provided here is
for your personal use only and is
in some cases reprinted for the
sole purpose of the Veterans’ of
Medina County.

When you come into the
County Veterans Service
Office you will be assisted
by one of our knowledgeable associates. The people that work in the Medina County Veterans Service Office have a compassionate understanding
of the problems which
confront veterans, widows, widowers, and their
families.

We provide two basic services:
1.

Temporary emergency
financial aid and assistance to eligible veterans and family mem-

bers who have demonstrated a need as set
fourth by the commission.
2. Assist veterans, family
members and survivors
when applying to the
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) for
benefits.

Our assistance includes but is
not limited to:
Financial Assistance:
a. Rent and mortgage payments
b. Utilities: Gas, Electric
and Water
c. Food and personal Hygiene items
d. Medical

e.

f.

Transportation to and from
VA Medical Centers in
Cleveland, Parma and
Akron, Ohio
Grave markers and flags

Service Assistance:
a. Preparations of forms and
paperwork
b. Documentation of claims
and pertinent data
c. Proper submission of
claims to the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs
thru a service organization
d. Submission for awards
decorations and medals
e. Notary Public & DD 214
Certification
Our services are FREE of
charge!

Contact the Medina County Veterans’ Service Office
210 Northland Dr. - Medina, Ohio 44256
Call: 330.722.9368 FAX: 330.722.9378
E-mail: veterans@medinacountyveterans.org
Office Hours: Monday - Wednesday - Thursday - Friday 8:00 AM 4:00 PM - Tuesday 10:00 - 4:00 (Closed Noon – 1:00 PM for Lunch)

Medina County
Veterans’ Service Office
210 Northland Dr.
Medina, Ohio 44256

Your Address Could Be Here!

Your Newest Edition of The
Medina County Veterans’ Newsletter
Would you rather receive this in you email in-box?
Go to our website at: medinacountyveterans.org and register today!

