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 WASHINGTON– The De-
partment of Veterans Affairs is pub-
lishing a proposed regulation in the 
Federal Register that would change 
its rules to add five diagnosable ill-
nesses which are secondary to service
-connected Traumatic Brain Injury 
(TBI). 
“We must always decide Veterans’ 
disability claims based on the best 
science available, and we will,” Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs Eric K. 
Shinseki said.  “Veterans who endure 
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check presentation at the KW Tri-
County Properties office. 
A huge part of the Keller Williams 
Realty culture and company mis-
sion is to “Give Back” in the com-
munities in which their clients live.  
This event is KW Tri-County Prop-
erties’ major fundraiser for the 
year.  Money raised also supported 
KW Cares International where pro-
ceeds are then kept to use through-
out the year.  Keller Williams Tri-
County Properties looks for oppor-
tunities to help those less fortunate 
and to make a difference in peo-
ple’s lives.  KW Tri-County Prop-
erties donates to food banks, school 
supply drives, and other miscella-
neous charities throughout the 
year.  
 
Adjutant Curt Schwehm of Dis-

Keller Williams Tri-County 
Properties Gives Back to Com-
munity 
  
MEDINA, OH – On September 
26th, Keller Williams (KW) Me-
dina Gives, the fundraising arm of 
Keller Williams Tri-County Prop-
erties in Medina, raised approxi-
mately $5,000 for four Medina 
Charities and KW Cares Interna-
tional at their 
5th Annual Golf Outing held at 
Deer Pass Golf Course.  This an-
nual event drew close to sixty golf-
ers, comprised of agents, affiliates, 
and family members connected to 
Keller Williams Tri-County Prop-
erties.  One local charity, Disabled 
American Veterans Chapter #72, 
benefitted from a $800 donation.  
The attached photo displays their 

GOLF OUTING RAISES MONEY FOR LOCAL  
DISABLED AMERICAN VETERANS 

a b l e d 
A m e r i c a n 
V e t e r a n s 

#72 asserts, “The officers and 
members of the Disabled 
American Veterans Willie 
Marcum Chapter #72, Medina, 
Ohio, express sincere apprecia-
tion and gratitude to Keller 
Williams Realty Tri-County 
Properties for their support and 
generous donation.  Chapter 
members enjoyed participating 
in the Keller Williams Golf 
Outing, and the Chapter ex-
tends heartfelt thanks to the  
 Continued on Page 10 

health problems deserve timely de-
cisions based on solid evidence that 
ensure they receive benefits earned 
through their service to the coun-
try.” 
VA proposes to add a new subsec-
tion to its adjudication regulation 
by revising 38 CFR 3.310 to state 
that if a Veteran who has a service-
connected TBI also has one of the 
five  illnesses, then the illness will 
be considered service connected as 
secondary to the TBI.   
Service connec-
tion under the 

Continued on Page  6 

GOT FREEDOM? 

THANK A VET! 
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Appointments will be available on  
Tuesdays at the Professional Building on 
120 W. Washington St, Room 3‐C on the 
third floor. 
To schedule an appointment call 
(440) 845‐5023. 

 Have you ever been to the 
hospital and seen a dog being taken 
from room to room to greet patients 
and provide therapy?  Animals are 
known to have therapeutic effects on 
our health; however, this benefit is 
not limited to hospital patients.  Ani-
mals can lift our spirits and provide 
valuable companionship.  Many doc-
tors, counselors, and social workers 
prescribe animals for their patients’ 
mental and emotional health and 
wellness. 
 Guide dogs may assist peo-
ple with a physical disability such as 
blindness, or provide assistance for a 
person with mobility impairments.  
Similarly, therapy animals may assist 
people who suffer from depression, 
PTSD, or other conditions.  Animals 
prescribed by a care provider to assist 
persons with disabilities may be re-
ferred to with terms such as service, 
assistance, therapy, companion, or 
support animals.  These prescribed 
animals provide necessary support 
for people with disabilities.  Renters’ 
rights to have these animals in their 
home are assured by state and federal 
fair housing laws.  The US Dept. of 
Housing & Urban Development and 
the US Dept. of Justice issued a state-
ment in 2004 confirming that these 
animals could not be prohibited by 
housing providers with “no pet” poli-
cies, nor could housing providers 
charge a pet fee, deposit, or pet rent 
to households who required them.  

F a i r 
housing 
laws do 
n o t 
restrict 
housing 
provid-
e r s 
from establishing “no pet” policies or 
charging pet rents or pet deposits for 
pets that are not necessary for a per-
son due to their disability. 
 Recent changes to the 
Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA) – which applies to places of 
public accommodation such as gro-
cery stores and buses – limited the 
types of animals that are covered as 
“service animals” to dogs and minia-
ture horses; however, fair housing 
laws – which apply to places of resi-
dence including single family homes, 
apartments, condos, shelters, group 
homes, etc. – do not place restrictions 
on which animals may assist people 
with disabilities in their homes.  
While cats and dogs are the most 
common animals prescribed, other 
animals may be prescribed as neces-
sary to meet an individual’s needs.  
T o  l e a r n  m o r e  c o n t a c t  
Fair Housing Contact Service by tele-
phone at 330-376-6191 or toll free at 
1-877-376-6191, and you can visit 
our website at 
www.fairhousingakron.org. 

Animal Therapy for Veterans with Disabilities 

Our E-Mail Address has Changed!!! 
Our new email is  

veterans@medinacountyveterans.org 

 

go to our website for a complete listing of our staff e-mails. 
http://www.medinacountyveteransserviceoffice.org/service/Office-Staff 

Marching in Step! 

 

Become a Member  
Today! 
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A Message From the  
County Veterans’ Service 

Officer 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
2013 has finally arrived 
and with it so has the cold 
weather. 2012 was an 
extremely busy year here 

at the Medina County Veterans 
Service Office. We started out the 
year with a newly formed Veter-
ans Coalition here in Medina 
County. We supported the VFW 
Wounded Warrior Project which 
turned out to be a day in the heat 
of at least 105 degrees, nonethe-
less we were able to raise more 
than $300 for the WWP. We also 
had three Medals presentations, 
one which was held at the Akron 
Arrows Baseball Game in Akron, 
Ohio. It is an honor to be able to 
help these Veterans and their 
families secure their medals in 
some instances after many years. 
We finished out the year with Vet-
erans Day and an Agent Orange 
Symposium held by the Medina 
Chapter of the Vietnam Veterans 
of America (VVA). The video is up 
on our U-tube sites and we have 
received calls from as far away as 
South Carolina in regards to 
questions about Agent Orange 
exposure in Vietnam.  
 We would like to welcome 
Mr. Joe Destro to the Veterans 
Service Commission as represen-
tative from AMVETS. He replaces 
Mr. Ralph Waite who has served 
our County with distinction and 
honor for many years.  
 

If you have not noticed our news-
letter has grown a little these past 
two issues. We have tried to in-
corporate the information we feel 
you are interested in. We have 
some great articles in this edition 
and I would personally like to 
thank those organizations that 
have given their time and efforts 
in order to help our Veterans and 
their families.  
 
We had numerous donations for 
“Tank the Truck” which is spon-
sored by our office and the local 
Chapter #72 of the Disabled 
American Veterans (DAV). I’d like 
to thank everyone that made a 
donation and helped support this 
important fund raiser for the sec-
ond year in a row.  
 We will again have a 
booth set up at the Wounded 
Warrior Project event coming up 
at the Medina VFW, stop out and 
see us.  
 Our e-mail address has 
changed so be sure to update 
your address book. The new of-
fice e-mail can be found on page 
two or you can go to our website 
for the individual office staff e-
mails.  
 We are looking for veter-
ans that would like to tell the story 
of their time in the military. If you 
would like to be on “Salute to Ser-
vice”, call our office to arrange an 
interview.  
 I would like to thank the 
Vietnam Veterans of America 
Chapter #385 of Medina for invit-
ing my wife and I out to their an-
nual Christmas Dinner. This is 
always one of the most fun events 
we attend all year and the money 
raised benefits the VVA Scholar-
ship fund. 
 We look forward to a busy 
and successful 2013 and wish all 
of our Veterans and their families 
the best in the upcoming year.  
 
Ed Zackery 
Director/Service Officer 
Medina County 

Medina County  

Veterans’ Service 

Office Out-Reach Pro-
gram  - Wadsworth 

HAS MOVED!!! 
The Wadsworth Senior Center has 
moved and our outreach office has 

moved with them. 

Their new location is at the 

SOPREMA  
SENIOR CENTER 

& CAFE! 
  

617 School Drive 
Wadsworth, OH  44281 

(330) 335-1513  (same number) 
Located in the New Community Center 

 

The Medina County Veterans’ Service 
Office provides an outreach center in 

Wadsworth the 1st and 3rd Wednesday 
of every month from  

1:00 to 3:00 PM, at the Center for 
Older Adults in Wadsworth  

SOPREMA  
SENIOR CENTER & CAFE! 

In Wadsworth, Ohio 



SENIOR SECTION “PARADE REST” 
Veterans and Their Benefits 

Edward Zackery 

Reprinted from the  

November 2012, Helping Hands 
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a testament to VA’s commitment 
to support and enhance the lives of 
Veterans, Service-members, their 
families and survivors,” said Alli-
son A. Hickey, VA’s undersecre-
tary for benefits. “As a result of 
their service and sacrifice, as a 
group, they prove to be disci-
plined, reliable, and honorable—
traits that are ideal for this kind of 
national investment.” 
 
The program makes home owner-
ship more affordable for eligible 
Veterans, Service-members, and 
surviving spouses by providing 
access to lower cost financing.  
VA loans are also attractive within 
the mortgage industry because 
they protect lenders from loss if 
the borrower fails to repay the 
loan.   
Mortgages guaranteed by VA have 
had the lowest foreclosure rate for 
the last 17 quarters and the lowest 
delinquency rate for the last 14 
quarters compared to all other 
types of home loans in the nation, 
including prime loans, according 
to a report by the Mortgage Bank-
ers Association. 
 
Much of the strength of VA’s 
home loan program stems from the 
efforts of VA employees and its 
industry partners nationwide to 
ensure Veterans receive every pos-
sible opportunity to remain in their 
homes and avoid foreclosure.  
Since 2009, VA’s efforts have re-
sulted in over $8 billion in savings 

to taxpayers in foreclosure avoid-
ance.  
 
Veterans may obtain a certificate 
of eligibility (COE) for a VA-
guaranteed home loan through the 
joint Department of Defense—VA 
w e b  p o r t a l  e B e n e f i t s  a t 
www.ebenefits.va.gov.  Your 
lender can also apply for you in 
some cases or you can mail a VA 
Form 26-1880 the VA or bring it 
into our office. To obtain more 
information about the VA Home 
Loan Program, visit the program’s 
h o m e  p a g e  a t 
www.benefits.va.gov/home-loans.   
   
One important thing to remember 
about the VA-guaranteed home 
loan is that the VA does not make 
the loan itself. You will still need 
to contact a mortgage company of 
a financial institution to make the 
loan. Your credit rating is very 
important when applying for a 
home loan and even if you have a 
COE it does not guarantee a bank 
or other financial institution will 
grant you a loan.  

VA Guarantees 20 
Mil l ionth Home 
Loan—VA’s Home 
Loan Program Contin-

ues to Lead Mortgage  
Industry 
 
VA News Release Oct 2012 -  
 
The Department of Veterans 
Affairs announced it has guaran-
teed 20 million home loans since 
its home loan program was es-
tablished in 1944 as part of the 
original GI Bill of Rights for 
returning World War II Veter-
ans. The 20 millionth loan was 
guaranteed for a home in Wood-
bridge, Va., purchased by the 
surviving spouse of an Iraq War 
Veteran who passed away in 
2010.    
 
Given the current low interest 
rates, the program has grown 
significantly in the past five 
years, with 71 percent more pur-
chases and 20 times as many 
refinances processed in fiscal 
year (FY) 2012 than in FY 2007.  
Currently, there are 1.7 million 
VA guaranteed home loans in 
existence with a total value of 
$284 billion. VA has guaranteed 
540,000 mortgages in 2012. 
 
“The 20 millionth VA home 
loan is a major milestone and is 
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Historically, beneficiaries have 
been required to complete an 
EVR each year to ensure their 
pension benefits continued. Un-
der the new initiative, VA will 
work with the Internal Revenue 
Service (IRS) and the Social 
Security Administration (SSA) 
to verify continued eligibility 
for pension benefits. 
“By working together, we have 
cut red tape for Veterans and 
will help ensure these brave 
men and women get the bene-
fits they have earned and de-
serve,” said Secretary of Veter-
ans Affairs Eric K. Shinseki.  
VA estimates it would have 
sent nearly 150,000 EVRs to 
beneficiaries in January 2013. 
Eliminating these annual re-
ports reduces the burden on 

Veterans, their families, and 
survivors because they will not 
have to return these routine re-
ports to VA each year in order 
to avoid suspension of benefits.  
It also allows VA to redirect 
more than 100 employees that 
usually process EVRs to work 
on eliminating the claims back-
log.  
"Having already instituted an 
expedited process that enables 
wounded warriors to quickly 
access Social Security disability 
benefits, we are proud to work 
with our federal partners on an 
automated process that will 
make it much easier for quali-
fied Veterans to maintain their 
VA benefits from year to year," 
said Mi-
chael J. 

New Policy Eliminates Paper-
work, Allows More VA Staff 
to Focus on Eliminating 
Claims Backlog  
FOR IMMEDIATE  
RELEASE Dec. 20, 2012  
 
WASHINGTON – The De-
partment of Veterans Affairs 
announced today it is cutting 
red tape for Veterans by 
eliminating the need for them 
to complete an annual Eligi-
bility Verification Report 
(EVR). VA will implement a 
new process for confirming 
eligibility for benefits, and 
staff that had been responsible 
for processing the old form 
will instead focus on eliminat-
ing the compensation claims 
backlog.  

VA, SSA and IRS Cut Red Tape for Veterans and Survivors 

New Policy Eliminates Paperwork, Allows More VA Staff to Focus on Eliminating Claims Backlog  

for more than two hundred 
families & individuals 
 Christmas Carols, sung by 
Colleen Rice and Keith 
Rasey, greeted the 218 fami-
l i e s  a n d  i n d iv id u a l s 
who queued up early this 
Thursday morning at the Me-
dina County Community 
Center to receive food and 
Christmas cheer from the 
many volunteers of Feeding Medina 
County (FMC) and its volunteers.  
 Sandy Calvert, FMC Execu-
tive Director, thanked all the volun-
teers, particularly the representatives 
of our U.S. Military, for handling the 
heavy loading and unloading of the 
Food Bank trucks, and for assisting 
with carrying groceries out to cars. 

 This years second annual 
“Tank the Truck” which helps provide 
laundry detergent and hygiene items to 
needy families was a huge success. We 
passed out almost 400 bottles of laun-
dry detergent said David Bilinovich, 
commander of the local chapter of the 
DAV. The local veterans organizations 
collect the sundry’s once a year to help 
those in need, not just veterans. It was 
all passed out at the December food 
distribution held monthly a the Medina 
County Community Center.   
 The various Veterans Organi-
zations along with other volunteers of  
Feeding Medina County provided 
some much wanted Christmas cheer 

  "The tradition of 'Service to 
our Country,' begins with learning 
service to our community, because we 
are really all one family," explained Ed 
Zackery, Executive Director of Me-
dina County Veterans Services, who 
added his best wishes for a safe and 
Happy Holiday Season. 

Local Veterans Organizations 
Help Keep Families Clean 

Continued on Page 6 
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to be part of a partnership 
with VA and SSA that will 
provide needed data quickly 
and effectively to move this 
effort forward." 
All beneficiaries currently 
receiving VA pension bene-
fits will receive a letter from 
VA explaining these changes 
and providing instructions on 
how to continue to submit 

A s t r u e , 
C o m m i s -
sioner of 

Social Security. 
 "The IRS is taking 
new steps to provide critical 
data to help speed the benefits 
process for the nation's Veter-
ans and Veterans Affairs," 
said Beth Tucker, IRS Deputy 
Commissioner for Operations 
Support. "The IRS is pleased 

their unreimbursed medical 
expenses.   
More information about VA 
pension benefits is available 
a t 
http://www.benefits.va.gov/pe
nsion and other VA benefit 
programs on the joint Depart-
ment of Defense—VA web 
p o r t a l  e B e n e f i t s  a t 
www.ebenefits.va.gov.   
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consideration of all comments 
received. 
VA’s decision is based on a 
report by the National Acad-
emy of Sciences, Institute of 
Medicine (IOM), “Gulf War 
and Health, Volume 7: Long-
Term Consequences of TBI.”  
In its report, the IOM's Com-
mittee on Gulf War and 
Health concluded that 
"sufficient evidence of a 
causal relationship" - the 
IOM's highest evidentiary 
standard - existed between 
moderate or severe levels of 
TBI and diagnosed unpro-
voked seizures.  The IOM 
found "sufficient evidence of 
an association" between mod-
erate or severe levels of TBI 
and Parkinsonism; dementias 

proposed 
rule de-
pends in 

part upon the severity of the 
TBI (mild, moderate, or se-
vere) and the period of time 
between the injury and onset 
of the secondary illness.  
However, the proposed rule 
also clarifies that it does not 
preclude a Veteran from es-
tablishing direct service con-
nection even if those time and 
severity standards are not 
met.  It also defines the terms 
mild, moderate, and severe, 
consistent with Department of 
Defense (DoD) guidelines.   
Comments on the proposed 
rule will be accepted over the 
next 60 days.  A final regula-
tion will be published after 

(which VA understands to 
include presenile dementia of 
the Alzheimer type and post-
traumatic dementia); depres-
sion (which also was associ-
ated with mild TBI); and dis-
eases of hormone deficiency 
that may result from hypotha-
lamo-pituitary changes.  
Specific information about 
the Defense and Veteran 
Brain Injury Center is avail-
a b l e  a t 
http://www.dvbic.org/.  Infor-
mation about Gulf War and 
VA's services and programs 
a r e  a v a i l a b l e  a t : 
http://www.publichealth.va.g
ov/exposures/gulfwar/hazardo
us_exposures.asp. 

TBI;  Continued from 
front cover 

News Release from 
continued from Page 5 



Our office can provide trans-
portation for veterans to the 
following VA Healthcare fa-
cilities:   
Wade Park Hospital; - Monday 
through Friday 
Parma CBOC - Monday through 
Friday 
Akron CBOC - Monday through 
Thursday 
  
We ask that you make your ap-
pointments between the hours of 
9:00 am and 12 noon.  
Our vans go to the Akron Clinic, 
Monday through Thursday and 
you should ask for an appoint-
ment between the hours 
of 9:00 am and 12 noon. (Tell 
them you are a van rider). 
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2nd Annual Poker Run Scheduled  
to Benefit Wounded Warrior Project 

MEDINA COUNTY VETERANS’  NEWSLETTER 

VA Medical  
Centers  

Inpatient and Outpatient Care is 
Available at the  

Following Hospitals 
 

Wade Park Center 
10701 East Boulevard—

Cleveland, OH 44106 
Phone: (216) 791-3800—Fax: 

(216) 421-3217 
For appointments or  

medication:  
(800) 379-8387 

 
Parma Community Based Clinic 
8787 Brookpark Rd.—Parma, OH 

44134 
Phone: (216) 739-7000 

 
Akron Community Based Clinic 

55 W. Waterloo—Akron, 
OH 44319-1116 

Phone: (330) 724-7715 
 

EMERGENCY ROOM CARE IS 
AVAILABLE AT WADE PARK 24 
HOURS A DAY, SEVEN DAYS A 

WEEK. 
 

If you have an emergency you 
may want to consider going to 

the local hospital 

The Officers of Medina VFW 
Post 5137 would like to person-
ally thank you for your support 
of our Wounded Warrior Event 
this past May.  It is now time to 
plan for the May 18, 2013 
event.  Our objective for this 
event remains the same, first to 
raise funds for Wounded War-
rior and second to raise aware-
ness of the needs of our 
Wounded Veterans.  
 
This past May the Ohio Medina 
Army National Guard supplied 
over 40 volunteer soldiers and 
members of their Family Readi-
ness Group (FRG) to actively 
support this Project. We also 
had additional Volunteers with 
Medina Township Police, Town-
ship Fire Department and Me-
dina EMS.  Also, present was 
the USO and Red Cross with 
around 60 Vendors from motor-
cycle parts, leather goods, jew-
elry and a variety of others in-
cluding food vendors.   
The event raised over $45,000 
with over 700 motorcycles par-

ticipating.  We estimated over 
2,000 people attended the 
Swap Meet.  
Based on the success of this 
event and the positive reception 
from the public, we will hold our 
2nd annual Wounded Warrior 
Poker Run & Swap Meet in 
2013, again to be held on 
Armed Forces Day.   
 
Thanks again for all your help in 
making this a successful event. 
 
For more information please 
contact: 
Jack H Forster,  
VFW Post 5137 Commander 
440-759-3732  Cell 
330-725-0884  Post  
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CHIPPEWA LAKE — Andrea 
Fussi and her husband spent 15 
years remodeling their cottage-
style home on Ash Street in 
Chippewa Lake. 
 
On Feb. 13, 2012, the day be-
fore the couple’s 27th anniver-
sary, Jerry Fussi died of a mas-
sive heart attack at 64 before he 
could see the project finished. 
 
Thanks to a $2,800 grant from 
Home Depot, and Team Depot, 
the company’s volunteer pro-
gram, the widow will have her 
dream home. 
The grant paid for the materials 
to finish the home and Home 
Depot employees from the Me-
dina Township store donated 
their labor.  
 
“This is more than a dream 
come true for me,” said Fussi, 
56. “They really need to be rec-
ognized for the good that they 
do.” 
 
The Disabled American Veter-
ans Chapter 72 also presented 
Fussi with a $250 check to help 
with some final details. 
One of Team Depot’s focuses is 
helping veterans. Jerry Fussi 
served in the Army during the 
Vietnam War and he injured his 
back in combat. The injury 
caused him a great deal of pain, 
Fussi said. 
 
She said her husband would 
start work in different rooms, but 
the back pain and various opera-
tions made working on the re-
modeling projects for a sus-
tained period of time difficult. 
 
After her husband’s death, Fussi 
said she had trouble managing 
the projects on her own, includ-

ing hiring la-
bor. 
“Some peo-
ple were 
really good 
and others 
weren’t,” she said. “We only had 
so much money put aside be-
cause he was going to do a lot 
of the work himself.” 
 
Ed Zachery, director of Medina 
County Veterans Service Office, 
knew about Fussi’s predicament, 
and put her in touch with Stan 
Morgan, store manager of the 
Medina Township Home Depot. 
Morgan said nine of his employ-
ees helped with finishing the 
home. 
 
“We were out there about seven 
days total,” he said. 
The remodeling involved new 
carpeting in two rooms, laminate 
flooring in another, and new 
patio and storm doors. The vol-
unteers finished closets and did 
drywall work and plaster work as 
well. 
 
The group added closet shelves 
and rods, put new locks on three 
doors, and cleaned out some 
junk in the backyard, Morgan 
said. It also built custom shelves 
in front of some of the windows. 
Fussi said she expected the fin-
ishing touches on the home to 
be completed within a week. 
 
“It looks complete. It’s so much 
nicer now,” Fussi said. 
Contact reporter Kiera Manion-
Fischer at (330) 721-4049 or 
k f i s c h e r @ m e d i n a -
gazette.com. 

Volunteers Help Vietnam Veteran’s Widow Finish Home Renovation 
Printed in the Medina County Gazette by Kiera Manion-Fischer January 3rd, 2013  
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Top:  Members of Team Depot with 
 Andrea holding the Grant for 
 $2800 and a check from the 
 DAV for $250 

Middle:  Team depot workers hang a 
 new door for Andrea. 

Bottom: From left, Ed Zackery, director 
of Medina County Veterans Service 
Office, Andrea Fussi and Stan Morgan, 
store manager of the Medina Township 
Home Depot, pose with checks from 
Home Depot and Disabled American 
Veterans Chapter 72. (COURTESY 
PHOTO) 
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Kidney Foundation of Medina County, Inc. 
232 Northland Drive - Medina, Ohio  44256-1533 

PHONE: (330) 350-6430 
FAX:  (330) 722-3383 

Web:  mckf.org 
email: kidneyfoundation@zoominternet.net 
Join us on FACEBOOK! 
Serving Friends and Neighbors in Medina 
County Whose Lives are Affected By  

Kidney Disease 

New Medina County 
Veterans’ Service 

Office Handbooks Will 
Arrive in March! 

Stop by to Pick One up 

Got Questions About Kidney Disease? 
Contact the Kidney Foundation of Medina County  

MEDINA COUNTY VETERANS’  NEWSLETTER 

FREE FOOD  DISTRIBUTIONS 
will be held at the Community Center at the Medina County Fair-

grounds, on the Third Thursday of each month. 
Feb 21, 2013 
Mar 21,2013 
Apr 18, 2013 

Any household or individual under the 200% of Federal Poverty 
Guideline is eligible! Anyone receiving benefits from Job and Family Services is 
under 200% of poverty. Food will be distributed on a first come first serve basis.  
 
Please bring your own bags. 

IS LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS! 
CONTACT THEM: 901 Lafayette Rd. Medina, 
OH 44258  330.421.4816  
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This program is designed to educate disabled veterans and their fami-
lies on specific veterans' benefits and services. This outreach program 
generates considerable claims work on behalf of veterans and their 
families. NSOs, often aided by Department and Chapter Service Offi-
cers, travel to communities across the country to counsel and 
assist veterans with development of evidence, completion of 
required applications and prosecution of claims for veterans 
benefits administered under federal, state and local laws.  

 
 
 

individuals and companies who 
contributed to the event’s success.” 
 
“[Keller Williams Tri-County 
Properties’] donation will enable 
the Chapter to support and assist 
Medina County veterans and their 
families.  The organization’s 
“Christmas in June” service project 
has been a highlight of our com-
munity outreach for many years.  
Working in conjunction with the 
County Veterans Service office, 
gift cards are purchased for local 
merchants.  The gift cards are dis-
tributed to needy veterans and their 
families.  As we have heard from 
many recipients, these cards make 
a difference – a big difference – in 
meeting challenging times.  It is 
through contributions such as the 
one made by Keller Williams Tri-
County Properties that the local 
Disabled American Veterans chap-
ter is able to reach out to fifteen to 
twenty veterans and/or family 
members each year.” 
 
The chapter also holds activities to 
commemorate Veteran’s Day and 
other service activities.  Schwehm 
adds, “The downturn in the econ-
omy has created difficult economic 
times for many people, but the 
people of Medina County have 
continued to support the Disabled 
American Veterans.”  As Edward 
Zackery, 1SG, U.S. Army (retired) 
Director/Service Officer points 
out, “The donation raised by Keller 
Williams will ensure that the Dis-
abled American Veterans (DAV) 

Chapter 72 of Medina will con-
tinue to be able to fulfill our com-
mitment to serve our nation’s ser-
vice-connected disabled veterans, 
their dependents and survivors 
throughout Medina County.” 
 
About Disabled American Veter-
ans 
Since its founding more than 80 
years ago, the Disabled American 
Veterans (DAV) has been dedi-
cated to a single purpose: building 
better lives for America's disabled 
veterans and their families. Fidelity 
to that mission has required DAV 
to respond creatively and flexibly 
to changing and sometimes unpre-
dictable challenges faced by its 
constituency. Whether disabled 
veterans have needed a voice on 
Capitol Hill, a nationwide service 
program, a transportation network 
or unique rehabilitation opportuni-
ties, DAV has focused its attention 
and resources to meet those needs.  
More information can be found at 
www.davmemberspor ta l .org/
chapters/oh/72/default.aspx. 

About Keller Williams Realty; 
As part of the fastest-growing real 
estate franchise in the country, 
Keller Williams Realty opened one 
market center (office) in 2003 with 
52 agents and has since grown to 8 
market centers and close to 900 
agents.  In 2012, Keller Williams 
Realty was voted the #1 large 
workplace in the Northeast Ohio 
area for the second straight year by 
The Plain Dealer. 
 
Founded in 1983, Keller Williams 
Realty, Inc. is the second-largest 
real estate franchise operation in 
the United States, with 675 offices 
and almost 77,000 associates 
across the globe.  The company, 
which began franchising in 1990, 
has an agent-centric culture that 
emphasizes access to leading-edge 
education and promotes an eco-
nomic model that rewards associ-
ates as stakeholders and partners.  
The company also provides spe-
cialized agents in luxury homes 
and commercial real estate prop-
erties.  For more information, or to 
search for homes for sale, visit 
Keller Williams Realty online at 
www.kw.com.  Information about 
Keller Williams Realty’s interna-
tional expansion can be found at 
www.kwworldwide.com. 

GOLF OUTING: Continued 
from front cover 
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Keller Williams Team presents 
an $800 check to the Disabled 

American Veterans (DAV) 
Chapter #72 of Medina County  



MEDINA COUNTY VETERANS’  NEWSLETTER PAGE 11 

Organization Post # Address City, State  Meeting Times 
American Ex-Prisoners of War Chapter #8 244 West South Street,  Wooster, OH   2:00 PM - 1st Sunday of each month 
American Legion Post #234 Coppertop/Cherokee Brunswick 7:00 PM - First Thursday of each month 
American Legion Post #523 120 Bank Street, Lodi Lodi, OH  7:00 PM - Second Thursdays of each month 
American Legion Post #202 620 N. Broadway St. Medina, OH   7:15 PM - Fourth Monday of each month 
American Legion Post #608 North Main St Spencer, OH  8:00 PM - First Monday of each month 
American Legion Post #170 129 Main Street Wadsworth, Ohio 7:00 PM - Second Monday of each month 
AMVETS Post #1990 620 N. Broadway Street Medina, OH  7:30 PM - Third Wednesday of each month 
Disabled American Veterans Chapter #72 620 N. Broadway Street Medina, OH  7:00 PM - Second Tuesday of each month 
Forty et Eight Voiture #601 Coppertop 5740 Center  Valley City 9:00 AM - Second Saturday of each month  
Korean War Veterans       
Association Chapter #69 590 N. Rocky River Dr.  Rocky River, OH 7:00 PM - Fourth Tuesday of each month 
MARINE Corps League DET #569 3916 Pearl Rd Medina, OH  7:30 PM - Third Tuesday of each month 
Medina County Women of the 
Military  PO Box 1812,  Medina, OH 44258  

mcwomilitary.weebly.com  or e-mail: 
mcwomilitary@yahoo.com  

Military Order of Purple Heart #557 620 N BROADWAY ST MEDINA, OH  Meet quarterly - Call for times 
Rolling Thunder Chapter #8 3916 Pearl Rd. Medina, OH  2-4 PM - Second Sunday of each month 
Veterans of Foreign Wars  Post #9520 1439 S. Carpenter Road Brunswick 7:00 PM - Second Monday of each month 

Veterans of Foreign Wars  Post #6892 
6299 Avon Lake Rd.,     
Chatham Twp. Spencer, OH,  8:00 PM - Second Tuesday of each month 

Veterans of Foreign Wars  Post #5137 3916 Pearl Rd Medina, OH  7:00 PM - First Tuesday of each month 

Veterans of Foreign Wars  Post #8753 39 F Main St. Seville, OH  8:30 PM - Third Thursday of each month 
Veterans of Foreign Wars  Post #5563 6731 Center Rd. Valley City 7:00 PM - Second Monday of each month 
Veterans of Foreign Wars  Post #1089 121 Main Street Wadsworth, Ohio 8:00 PM - First Tuesday of each month 

Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter #385 620 N. Broadway Medina, Ohio  
7:00 PM - First Wednesday of each month (no 
meeting in July) 

Medina County Veterans Organizations Meeting Times and Places 

FEBRUARY 

 Feb 14—Valentines Day 

 Feb 14—Veterans Service Com-
mission   Meeting 

 Feb 18—Presidents Day 

 Feb 12—FAT TUESDAY 

 Feb 22—Ash Wednesday 

 Feb 23—Flag Raised on Iwo Jima 

 
 
 
 
Veterans Service Office Closed on: 
Feb 12—Presidents Day 
 

MARCH 

 Mar 10—Daylight Savings Time 
Begins 

 Mar 14—Veterans Service Com-
mission     Meeting 

 Mar 17—St. Patty’s Day 

 Mar 31—Easter Sunday 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Veterans Service Office Closed on: 

Mar 29—Good Friday 
 

APRIL 

 Apr 6—Persian Gulf War Ends 

 Apr 11—Veterans Service Commission 
Meeting 

 Apr 15—Tax Day 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dates to Remember 

*** If the information above is not correct please contact our office so that we may update it.  

Medina County  
Veterans’ Service Office 

Out-Reach Program  - Wadsworth 
The Medina County Veterans’ Service Office provides an outreach 

center in Wadsworth the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of every month from  
1:00 to 3:00 PM, at the Center for Older Adults in Wadsworth  

New Benefits Guide from 
the Ohio Department of 
Veterans Services (ODVS) 

Available NOW in our         
office.  

NEW LOCATION 



This newsletter is provided as a 
courtesy only. The Medina County 
Veterans’ Commission does not 
endorse the content of these 
newsletters or of other organi-
zations' policies or products.  
The information provided here is 
for your personal use only and is 
in some cases reprinted for the 
sole purpose of the Veterans’ of 
Medina County. 

Your Newest Edition of The  
Medina County Veterans’ Newsletter 

 
Would you rather receive this in you email in-box?  

Go tour website at: medinacountyveteransserviceoffice.org and register today! 

Medina County Veterans’ Service Office 
 Our Mission  

Our Pledge  

When you come into the 
County Veterans Service 
Office you will be assisted 
by one of our knowledge-
able associates. The peo-
ple that work in the Me-
dina County Veterans 
Service Office have a 
compassionate under-
standing of the problems 
which confront veterans, 
widows, widowers, and 
their families.  

 
We provide two basic ser-
vices: 
 
1. Temporary emergency 

financial aid and assis-

tance to eligible veterans 
and family members who 
have demonstrated a need 
as set fourth by the com-
mission. 

2. 2. Assist veterans, family 
members and survivors 
when applying to the 
U.S. Department of Vet-
erans Affairs (VA) for 
benefits. 

 
Our assistance includes but is 
not limited to: 
 
Financial Assistance: 
a. Rent and mortgage pay-

ments 
b. Utilities: Gas, Electric 

and Water 
c. Food and personal Hy-

giene items 

d. Medical 
e. Transportation to and from 

VA Hospitals in Brecks-
ville and Cleveland, Ohio 

f. Grave markers and flags 
 
Service Assistance: 
a. Preparations of forms and 

paperwork 
b. Documentation of claims 

and pertinent data 
c. Proper submission of 

claims to the U.S. Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs 
thru a service organization 

d. Submission for awards 
decorations and medals 

e. Notary Public & DD 214 
Certification 

 
Our services are FREE of 
charge! 

210 Northland Dr. 
Medina, Ohio 44256 

Medina County 
Veterans’ Service Office 

 

 

Your Address Could Be Here! 

Medina County 
Veterans’ Newsletter 

Contact the Medina County Veterans’ Service Office 
 

210 Northland Dr.  - Medina, Ohio 44256 
 

Call:  330.722.9368 FAX: 330.722.9378 
E-mail: veterans@medinacountyveterans.org 


