
WASHINGTON (June 29, 
2010) - Secretary of Veter-
ans Affairs Eric Shinseki 
announced today that the 
Department of Veterans 
Affairs (VA) is offering 
bronze medallions to attach 
to existing, privately pur-
chased headstones or mark-
ers, signifying a deceased's 
status as a Veteran. 
"For Veterans not buried in 
a national or state Veterans 
cemetery, or those without a 
government grave marker, 

VA is pleased to offer this 
option that highlights their 
service and sacrifices for our 
country," said Secretary 
Shinseki. 
The new item can be fur-
nished instead of a tradi-
tional government headstone 
or marker for Veterans 
whose death occurred on or 
after Nov. 1, 1990, and 
whose grave in a private 
cemetery is marked with a 
privately purchased head-
stone or marker. 

Veterans' Medallion Available for Order 
New Option for Marking Veterans' Graves in Private Cemeteries 
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who will continue to pay $8 for each 
30-day supply of medications for 
their non-service connected condi-
tions unless otherwise exempted.  
These Veterans will also continue to 
have their out-of-pocket expenses for 
VA outpatient medications capped at 
$960 per calendar year. 
Veterans who have an injury or ill-
ness connected with their military 
service resulting in a disability rated 
50 percent or greater – who are 
known as Priority Group 1 Veterans -
- are exempt from the copay. 
VA generally sets its outpatient 
medication copay rate based upon a 
regulation that ties the rate to the 
Medical Consumer Price Index for 
prescription drugs. 
Veterans who have difficulty paying 
copayments for outpatient medica-
tions should discuss the matter with 
their local VA enrollment coordina-
tor.  Veterans may also contact VA at 
1-877-222 VETS (8387) or visit 
VA’s health eligibility Web site at 
www.va.gov/healtheligibility . 

WASHINGTON - As previously 
announced on January 7, 2010, the 
Department of Veterans Affairs 
(VA) froze prescription copayment 
increases for six months.  Veterans 
who generally have higher income 
and no service-connected disabili-
ties - referred to as Priority Groups 
7 and 8 Veterans - will now pay an 
additional $1 for each 30-day sup-
ply of outpatient medications.  Tak-
ing effect July 1, the increase to $9 
from $8 is the first change in VA’s 
medication copay since Jan. 1, 
2006.   
“Because of the harsh economic 
reality facing many Veterans, we 
delayed the change,” said Secretary 
of Veterans Affairs Eric K. Shin-
seki.  “We’re now ensuring the Vet-
erans most in need of VA care are 
those least affected.  Yet, even with 
this increase, VA medication co-
pays are lower than much of the 
private sector.” 
This change does not impact Veter-
ans in Priority Groups 2 through 6 
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Visit our Web-
site at 

http://www.co.medina.oh.us/vetera
ns/veteranshome.htm 

or 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/M
edina-County-Veterans-Service-
Office/115916525121982?v=info 

Under federal law, eligible 
Veterans buried in a private 
cemetery are entitled to ei-
ther a government-furnished 
grave marker or the new 
medallion, but not both.  
Veterans buried in a national 
or state Veterans cemetery 
will receive a government 
headstone or marker of the 
standard design authorized at 
that cemetery. 
 
 Continued on Page 2 

Medina County Veterans’ Service  

Office, Out-Reach Program  - 
Wadsworth,  

The Medina County Veterans’ Service 
Office provides an outreach center in 

Wadsworth 

1st and 3rd Wednesday of every 
month from 1:00 to 3:00 PM at the 

Center for Older Adults in Wadsworth  

Happy Birthday! 

U.S. Air-Force 

August 1, 1946 

 

 

U.S. Coast Guard  

August 4, 1790 

We’re on  

http://www.va.gov/healtheligibility�
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We’re on FaceBook! 
Go to:  

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Medina-
County-Veterans-Service-

Office/115916525121982?v=info 

The medallion is 
available in three 

sizes: 5 inches, 3 inches and 1 ½ inches in width.  
Each bronze medallion features the image of a folded 
burial flag adorned with laurels and is inscribed with 
the word "Veteran" at the top and the branch of ser-
vice at the bottom. 
Next of kin will receive the medallion, along with a 
kit that will allow the family or the staff of a private 
cemetery to affix the medallion to a headstone, grave 
marker, mausoleum or columbarium niche cover. 
More information about VA-furnished headstones, 
markers and medallions can be found at http://
www.cem.va.gov/cem/hm/hmtype.asp. 
VA is currently developing an application form for 
ordering the medallion.  Until it is available, appli-
cants may use the form for ordering government head-
stones and markers, VA Form 40-1330.  Instructions 
on how to apply for a medallion are found on the VA 
Web site at www.cem.va.gov/hm_hm.asp. 
Veterans with a discharge issued under conditions 
other than dishonorable, their spouses and eligible 
dependent children can be buried in a VA national 
cemetery.  Other burial benefits available for all eligi-
ble Veterans, regardless of whether they are buried in 
a national cemetery or a private cemetery, include a 
burial flag, a Presidential Memorial Certificate and a 
government headstone or grave marker. 
The new medallions will be available only to Veterans 
buried in private cemeteries without a government 
headstone or marker.  Families of eligible decedents 
may also order a memorial headstone or marker when 
remains are not available for interment. 
VA operates 131 national cemeteries in 39 states and 
Puerto Rico and 33 soldiers' lots and monument sites.  
More than 3 mil-
lion Americans, 
including Veterans 
of every war and 
conflict -- from the 
Revolutionary War 
to the current con-
flicts in Iraq and 
Afghanistan -- are 
buried in VA's 
national cemeteries 
on more than 19,000 acres. 
Information on VA burial benefits can be obtained 
from national cemetery offices, from the VA Web site 
on the Internet at www.cem.va.gov or by calling VA 
regional offices toll-free at 1-800-827-1000. 

Continued from Front Cover 

The salute is not simply an honor 
exchanged. It is a privileged gesture 
of respect and trust among our Mili-
tary.  

Remember the salute is not only pre-
scribed by regulation but is also rec-
ognition of each other’s commit-
ment, abilities, and professionalism 

The Salute! 

2010 Medication Co-
Payment Rate as of 

July 2010 
 
VA charges a copay for each 
30-day or less supply of medi-

cation provided on an outpatient basis for the treatment 
of a non-service connected condition. 
Effective July 1, 2010, the copay amounts are: 

These changes apply to: 
• Veterans without a service connected condition, or 
• Veterans with a disability rated less than 50% 
--who are receiving outpatient treatment for a 
non service-connected condition, and 
--whose annual income exceeds the limit set by law. 
Note: Medication Copayments do not apply to former 
Prisoners of War or those covered by other exceptions 
as set by law. 
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A Message From 
the  

County Veterans’ 
Service Officer 

FREE ADVERTISING 

Submit Your Article or Event 
We’re looking for articles about Medina 
County Veterans, Monuments or your 
Veteran Organization. All submissions 
must be submitted through our office by 
the dates listed below in order to be put in 
the Spring Edition.  

Having a Fall festival let us know we’ll 
put in on our calendar page.  

Deadlines for all submissions are: 

 Issue  Submit by  

 Fall  1 Oct 

Ohio’s Attorney General Richard 
Cordray is seeking emergency 
court orders to prevent an organi-
zation claiming to be a veterans 
charity group from receiving dona-
tions from Ohioans. 
The Florida-based U.S. Navy Vet-
erans Association is being investi-
gated by a number of states be-
cause the group is suspected of 
being a bogus charity that has 
made thousands of dollars worth 
of political contributions, Mr. 
Cordray told reporters at a news 
conference. 

"We have every reason to believe 
now that it is a phony outfit that is 
simply using the good name of our 
armed forces and veterans organi-
zations in order to cheat Ohioans 
and other patriotic Americans," he 
said. 

The AG filed temporary restraining 
orders against the group in Hamil-
ton and Fairfield counties. USNVA 
has UPS mailboxes set up in Cin-
cinnati and Lancaster where Ohio 
contributions are sent. If granted, 
the court orders would allow the 
state to seize money delivered to 
the mailboxes, which Mr. Cordray 
said he intends to return to do-
nors. 

The AG's office has been unable 
to locate the three individuals 
listed on registration documents 
as being in charge of Ohio opera-
tions. "As far as we know the 
three people listed do not exist," 
Mr. Cordray said. 

AG FILES RESTRAINING 
ORDERS AGAINST SUS-
PECTED SHAM VETER-
ANS CHARITY GROUP 

The Department of Veterans Affairs has 
opened registration for a Women Veter-
ans Forum that will address the quality of 
VA health care, the provision of benefits 
for women, and ways for VA to continue 
improving access to the care and benefits 
for women veterans.  

Secretary of 
V e t e r a n s 
Affairs Eric 
K. Shinseki 
and VA de-
p a r t m e n t 
heads will 
attend the 
forum on July 

28 at the Women's Memorial in Arling-
ton, VA.  The forum's goal is to give 
veterans' advocates the tools they need to 
help build women veterans networks and 
communities throughout VA.  Seats will 
be filled on a first-come, first-served 
basis, and confirmed registrants will be 
notified by email once registration is 
filled.  Registration — through the Center 
for Women Veterans by e-mail at 
00W@va.gov — closes when either all 
seats are filled or no later than July 16.   

Women Veterans Forum 

Contact Medina County Women 
of the Military, for information 
on Women Veterans. 

 

P.O. Box 1812 - Medina, Ohio 
44258-1812 

Enjoying your summer? 

Thank of Vet! 

Being a Veteran is almost 
like fishing, we all have our 

fish stories. “I spent a day in the de-
sert that was at least  250 degrees.”  
“It was so cold one night our guns 
froze up in the middle of firing them .” 
And so on...however when those fish 
stories manifest into untruths we as 
veterans have crossed the line. We 
all have read the recent stories of 
“Stolen Valor” where vets or even non
-veterans in some cases claim to 
have been awarded the Medal of 
Honor or been a Special Forces hero 
during Vietnam or some other conflict. 
We may in fact know someone who 
has told the little white lie of being in 
combat, when in fact they never left 
the United States during their tour of 
duty.  
To me it hurts the most when I hear of 
a veteran lying about  his or her own 
service about serving combat. Say for 
instance a vet who served honorably 
for three years but never served in 
combat says they have. They do a 
discredit to all those veterans out 
there that haven't served in combat, 
by saying their service is less than 
those that served in combat.  
We can’t change the lies that some 
people tell. However we can remem-
ber that we are veterans first, being in 
combat, peacetime, disabled or cer-
tain eras is simply a time and place 
that divides us.   
 
Our Office has gone through many 
changes in the past two years and we 
continue to adapt to the new laws and 
regulations that the VA passes. Our 
goal is to provide the best possible 
service we can to our counties veter-
ans and their families in order to help 
them with the current situation at 
hand. 
 
 
 Sincerely, 
 Veterans’ Service Officer  
 Medina County , Ohio 

Age wrinkles the 
body. Quitting wrinkles 
the soul 
 Douglas MacArthur 
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SENIOR SECTION “PARADE REST” 

Veterans and Their Benefits 

Edward Zackery 

Copied  from the Helping Hands APR/MAY 
2010 Issue 
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Another Memorial Day has 
passed and summer is in full 
swing here in Medina 
County. The veteran’s or-
ganizations have been busy 
over the past few months 

sponsoring different events and hosting 
parades. These organizations and their 
members are the backbone of our com-
munity when it comes to helping and 
serving our veterans.  

On the local level they are 
instrumental in working with our local 
governments to ensure that events take 
place that help educate and promote 
patriotism and service to our country. 
By providing flags to our youngsters on 
Flag Day as well as teaching them re-
spect and proper care of our National 
Colors. They help to maintain more 
than seventy-eight different cemeteries 
throughout the county. On Memorial 
Day they make sure that the nearly ten-
thousand veterans buried in them have 
an American Flag, signifying that they 
are a Veterans. Not to mention the 
Western Reserve National Cemetery in 
the southern part of our county of which 
our Veterans Organizations along with 
the surrounding counties keep an ever 
vigilant watch by helping to organize 
the Memorial Day  activities. Combined 
with the local Scouting groups they 
mark every grave in the cemetery on the 
Saturday before Memorial Day with an 
American Flag. Throughout the year, 
our veterans Organizations’ work 
closely with the Western Reserve Na-
tional Cemetery Staff to provide mili-
tary honors at the funerals of our fallen 
Veterans.  

On the National Level, these 
organizations continuously lobby our 
elected officials in Washington D.C. on 
current and past legislation that affects 
our Veterans.  They have been instru-
mental in legislation that helps veterans 
receive much needed educational bene-
fits for college and advanced training. 
Approaching Congress to do something 
about the nearly 1 million claims pend-
ing for disability and survivor compen-
sation and pensions for low-income 
veterans, their labor paid off by adding 
an additional $50 million dollars to the 

2010 VA budget.  

 So next time you pass by one 
of the many Veterans Organizations 
Post Homes, remember that a lot more 
goes on in there than you might think. 
In fact, you just might like to stop in 
and introduce yourself at the next meet-
ing and see… 

 

Medina County Veterans’ Organiza-
tions Meeting Times and Places. 

 AMVETS Medina County Post 
#1990, 7:30 PM - Third Thurs-
day - Medina Veterans Hall 

 American Legion Brunswick, 
OH, Post #234 - 7:00 PM - 
First Thursday - Sky view 
Lodge 

 VFW Brunswick, OH, Post 
#9520 - 7:00 PM - Second 
Monday - Brunswick VFW 
Post 

 VFW Chatham, OH, Post 
#6892 - 8:00 PM - Second 
Tuesday - VFW Memorial Hall 

 DAV Medina County, Chapter 
#72 - 7:00 PM - Second Tues-
day - Medina Veterans Hall 

 American Legion Lodi, OH, 
Post #523 - 8:00 PM - Second 
Thursday – Lodi American 
Legion Hall  

 American Legion Medina, OH, 
Post #202 - 7:15 PM - Fourth 
Monday - Medina Veterans 
Hall 

 VFW Medina, OH, Post #5137 

- 7:00 PM - First Tuesday - 
Medina VFW Post 

 MARINE Corps League Me-
dina, OH, DET #569 - 7:30 PM 
- Third Tuesday - Medina VFW 
Post 

 VFW Seville, OH, Post #8753 - 
8:30 PM - Third Thursday – 
Seville VFW Post 

 American Legion Spencer, OH, 
Post #608 - 8:00 PM - First 
Monday - Spencer American 
Legion Post 

 VFW Valley City, OH, Post 
#5563 - 7:00 PM - Second 
Monday – Valley City VFW 
Post 

 VVA Medina, County, Chapter 
#385 - 7:00 PM - First Wednes-
day - Medina Veterans' Hall 

 American Legion Wadsworth, 
OH, Post #170 - 8:00 PM - 
Second Monday – Wadsworth 
American Legion  Post 

 VFW Wadsworth, OH, Post 
#1089 - 8:00 PM - First Tues-
day – Wadsworth VFW post 

 Rolling Thunder Medina, OH, 
Chapter #8 - 2-4 PM - Second 
Sunday - VFW Medina 

 Forty et Eight Medina, County, 
Voiture #601 - Liverpool Com-
munity Center 

 Medina County Women of the 
Military, P.O. Box 1812 - Me-
dina, Ohio 44258-1812 
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Many Veterans have questions 
about the new health care reform 
law. The Veterans Health Admini-
stration (VHA) offers the following 
information about the law and its 
impact on Veterans. This document 
addresses only the most pressing 
questions that have been raised. 
VHA will provide additional informa-
tion about the new law as it is devel-
oped.  

Nothing in the new law changes 
anything about VA health care  
The law contains many complex pro-
visions, including many reforms to 
the practices of the health insurance 
industry.  
Nothing in the new law changes any-
thing about the Veterans’ health care 
program.  
Enrolled Veterans may still rely on 
VHA for their health care in the same 
manner as before the law. Begin-
ning in 2014, everyone will be re-
quired to have health care cover-
age. 
The law requires that every individual 
must have some form of health care 
coverage.  
The coverage must meet a minimum 

 Information for 
Veterans about Health 

Care Reform  

increased benefits for conditions already 
determined by VA to be service-
connected.  This new form more clearly 
describes the information needed to sup-
port claims for increased benefits.  
In order to make the claims process faster, 
VA has also introduced two new forms for 
Veterans participating in the Department’s 
new fully developed claim (FDC) pro-
gram, which is one of the fastest means to 
receive a claims decision. 
Gathering the information and evidence 
needed to support a Veteran’s disability 
claim often takes the largest portion of the 
processing time.  If VA receives all of the 
available evidence when the claim is sub-
mitted, the remaining steps in the claims-
decision process can be expedited without 
compromising quality. 
 
Expedited Claims  2/2/2/2 
 
 
To participate in the FDC program, Veter-
ans should complete and submit an FDC 
Certification and VA Form 21-526EZ, 
“Fully Developed Claim (Compensation),” 
for a compensation claim, or a VA Form 
21-527EZ, “Fully Developed Claim 
(Pension),” for a pension claim. 
The forms were designed specifically for 
the FDC program.  These six-page appli-

cation forms include notification to appli-
cants of all information and evidence nec-
essary to “fully develop” and substantiate 
their claims.  With this notification, Veter-
ans and their representatives can “fully 
develop” their claims before submission to 
VA for processing. 
Along with the application and certifica-
tion, Veterans must also submit all rele-
vant and pertinent evidence to “fully de-
velop” their claims.  A claim submitted as 
“fully developed” may still require some 
additional evidence to be obtained by VA, 
to include certain federal records and a 
VA medical examination. 
VA provides compensation, pension, edu-
cation, loan guaranty, vocational rehabili-
tation, employment, and insurance benefits 
to Veterans and their families through 57 
VA regional offices. 
Disability compensation is a tax-free bene-
fit paid to a Veteran for disabilities that are 
a result of -- or made worse by -- injuries 
or diseases that happened while on active 
duty, active duty for training or inactive 
duty training.  Pension is a benefit paid to 
wartime Veterans with limited income, 
and who are permanently and totally dis-
abled or age 65 or older. 
For additional information, go to 
www.va.gov or call VA’s toll free benefits 
number at 1-800-827-1000. 

FOR IMMEDIATE  RELEASE   
June 15, 2010 

WASHINGTON – As part of Secretary 
of Veterans Affairs Eric K. Shinseki’s 
effort to break the back of the backlog, 
the Department of Veterans Affairs 
(VA) is reducing the paperwork and 
expediting the process for Veterans 
seeking compensation for disabilities 
related to their military service.   
“These reductions in paperwork, along 
with other improvements to simplify 
and speed the claims process, symbolize 
changes underway to make VA more 
responsive to Veterans and their fami-
lies,” said Secretary Shinseki. 
VA has shortened application forms to 
reduce paperwork for Veterans. The 
new forms, which are being made avail-
able on VA’s Web site at www.va.gov/
vaforms, include: 
A shortened VA Form 21-526 for Vet-
erans applying for the first-time to VA 
for disability compensation or pension 
benefits.  This form has been cut in half 
– from 23 to 10 pages.  It is immedi-
ately available to Veterans via Web 
download, and will be available through 
VA’s online claim-filing process later 
t h i s  s u m m e r  a t  h t t p : / /
vabenefits.vba.va.gov/vonapp/main.asp 
VA Form 21-526b for Veterans seeking 

VA Makes Filing Claims Easier and Faster for Veterans  

Simpler Forms and New Program Reduce Paperwork and Speed Process 

standard so that everyone will be 
able to have a minimum level of care.  
Congress wrote into the law a provi-
sion that says the Veterans’ health 
care program, administered by VHA, 
meets the standard for health care 
coverage.  
Enrolled Veterans do not have to 
purchase additional coverage  
Because the Veterans’ health care 
program meets the standard under 
the law, Veterans enrolled in the VA 
health care program do not need to 
obtain additional health care cover-
age.  
Veterans may continue to pur-
chase additional coverage if they 
wish, but the law does not require 
them to do so.  
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Organization Post # Address City, State  Meeting Times 
American Ex-Prisoners of War Chapter #8 244 West South Street,  Wooster, OH   2:00 PM - 1st Sunday of each month 
American Legion Post #234 Skyview Lodge Pearl Rd. Brunswick 7:00 PM - First Thursday of each month 
American Legion Post #523 120 Bank Street, Lodi Lodi, OH  7:00 PM - Second Thursdays of each month 
American Legion Post #202 620 N. Broadway St. Medina, OH   7:15 PM - Fourth Monday of each month 
American Legion Post #608 North Main St Spencer, OH  8:00 PM - First Monday of each month 
American Legion Post #170 125 Main Street Wadsworth, Ohio 8:00 PM - Second Monday of each month 
AMVETS Post #1990 620 N. Broadway Street Medina, OH  7:30 PM - Third Wednesday of each month 
Disabled American Veterans Chapter #72 620 N. Broadway Street Medina, OH  7:00 PM - Second Tuesday of each month 
Forty et Eight Voiture #601 Coppertop 5740 Center  Valley City 9:00 AM - Second Saturday of each month  
Korean War Veterans       
Association Chapter #69 590 N. Rocky River Dr.  Rocky River, OH 7:00 PM - Fourth Tuesday of each month 
MARINE Corps League DET #569 3916 Pearl Rd Medina, OH  7:30 PM - Third Tuesday of each month 
Medina County Women of the 
Military     
Military Order of Purple Heart #557 620 N BROADWAY ST MEDINA, OH  Meet quarterly - Call for times 
Rolling Thunder Chapter #8 3916 Pearl Rd. Medina, OH  2-4 PM - Second Sunday of each month 
Veterans of Foreign Wars  Post #9520 1439 S. Carpenter Road Brunswick 7:00 PM - Second Monday of each month 

Veterans of Foreign Wars  Post #6892 
6299 Avon Lake Rd.,     
Chatham Twp. Spencer, OH,  8:00 PM - Second Tuesday of each month 

Veterans of Foreign Wars  Post #5137 3916 Pearl Rd Medina, OH  7:00 PM - First Tuesday of each month 

Veterans of Foreign Wars  Post #8753 39 F Main St. Seville, OH  8:30 PM - Third Thursday of each month 
Veterans of Foreign Wars  Post #5563 6731 Center Rd. Valley City 7:00 PM - Second Monday of each month 
Veterans of Foreign Wars  Post #1089 121 Main Street Wadsworth, Ohio 8:00 PM - First Tuesday of each month 

Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter #385 620 N. Broadway Medina, Ohio  
7:00 PM - First Wednesday of each month (no 
meeting in July) 

Medina County Veterans Organizations Meeting Times and Places 

AUGUST 

 Aug 1—U.S. Air Force 
Birthday 

 Aug 2—Veterans Day at the 
Fair (FREE admission for Veter-
ans) 

 Aug 2  - 8—Medina County 
Fair 

 

 

 Aug 2—Invasion of Kuwait 1990 

 Aug 4—U.S. Coast Guard Birth-
day 

 Aug14,15— V.J. Day 1945 

SEPTEMBER 

 Sep6—Labor Day 

 Sep 17—POW/MIA Recognition 
Day 

 

 
 
 
 
Veterans Service Office Closed on: 
Sep 6 Labor Day 

OCTOBER 

 Oct 11—Columbus 
Day  

 

 

 Oct 31—Halloween 

 
 
Veterans Service Office Closed on: 
Oct 11 Columbus 
 
 
 

Dates to Remember 

*** If the information above is not correct please contact our office so that we may update it.  

Bonus program for Ohio veterans moving forward 
The Ohio Department of Veterans Services (ODVS) hopes to have the ap-
plications for the Veterans Bonus available in September of 2010. Our of-

fice would expect that it will take a few month from application until you receive 
your bonus check. This is just our opinion to help you in your planning. 



 
It may only cost  a few dollars to become a 
member at one of the local Veterans Or-
ganizations, but don’t think membership 
comes cheap. The requirements to belong 
to some of the different organizations takes 
commitment and a sense of patriotic duty. 
For others it is having to face fears and 
making split  second decisions, and for 
others it even takes being wounded.  
It almost sounds like you're back in the 
military. But don’t worry, these are not 
things you have to do they are things that 
most certainly all veterans have already 
accomplished in their lives.  
Eligibility requirements are as follows:    
 

To be eligible for membership in 
AMVETS, you must have served 
in the U.S. Armed Forces, includ-
ing the National Guard and Re-

serves, anytime after Sept. 15, 1940. Addi-
tionally, unless still serving, your dis-
charge must have been under honorable 
conditions. If you served as an American 
citizen in the armed forces of an allied 
nation, under honorable conditions, be-
tween Sept. 15, 1940 and May 8, 1975, 
you are also eligible, as are wartime mem-
bers of the Merchant Marine. 

 

To become a member, of the 
American Legion, a man or 
woman must have served at least 
one day of active duty in one of 

the armed forces of the United States dur-
ing one of the following eligibility eras.  
They are: 

World War I - April 6, 1917 to Novem-
ber 11, 1918 

World War II - December 7, 1941 to 
December 31, 1946 

SPECIAL NOTE - Merchant Marines - 
December 7, 1941 to August 15, 1945 

Korea - June 25, 1950 to January 31, 
1955 

Vietnam - February 28, 1961 to May 7, 
1975 

Lebanon & Grenada - August 24, 1982 
to July 31, 1984 

Panama - December 20, 1989 to January 
31, 1990 

Persian Gulf - August 2, 1990 until ces-
sation of hostilities as determined by the 
United States Government (NOTE: this 
means that all military personnel now on 
active duty are eligible for membership in 
The American Legion). 

Current and past members of the National 
Guard and Reserve may also be eligible for 
membership and should check with the 
Adjutant of the Post in their local commu-
nity. Annual summer camps and weekend 
drills do not constitute eligible periods of 
service. Active duty is the key to Legion 
membership. A person need not have 
served overseas to be eligible, but must 
possess an Honorable Discharge  

 
There are three primary requisites 
for membership in the Veterans 
of Foreign Wars of the United 
States: 

(1) Citizenship (2) Honorable service in 
the armed forces of the United States (3) 
Service entitling the applicant to the award 
of a recognized campaign medal or as set 
forth in the Congressional Charter and By-
Laws and Manual of Procedure and Ritual. 
For a complete list of applicable medals go 
to the  

website at:    
http://www.jointheelite.org/TMP_Jan_200
8_revised_FINAL.pdf 

 

Eligibility for the Disabled 
American Veterans (DAV) is 
open to any man or woman, who:  

served in the armed forces during a pe-
riod of war or under conditions simulating 
war, and 

were wounded, disabled to any degree, or 
left with long-term illness as a result of 
military service, and 

were discharged or retired from military 
service under honorable conditions. 

 
Membership in the Vietnam vet-
erans of America (VVA) is open 
to U.S. armed force veterans who 
served on active duty (for other 

than training purposes) in the Republic of 
Vietnam between February 28, 1961 and 
May 7, 1975, or in any duty location be-
tween August 5, 1964 and May 7, 1975. 

Veterans Organizations, Membership Costs More than a Few Bucks! 
It Takes Blood, Sweat, and Lots of Guts! 

 

You are eligible for member-
ship in the Military Order of 
the Purple Heart (MOPH) if 
you have been awarded the 
Purple Heart Medal by the 

Government of the United States of Amer-
ica. 

 

If you have EVER honorably 
served in Korea as a member of 

the U.S. Armed Forces, or served 
outside of Korea June 25, 1950 to 

Jan. 31, 1955, you qualify to be a Regular 
Member of the Korean War Veterans As-
sociation, Inc. 
Membership in the KWVA consists of 
Honorary Members, Regular Members, 
and Associate Members.  
 
These are only a few Veterans Organiza-
tions that are throughout our county. They 
provide not only leadership and support 
throughout our communities but also have 
a much larger mission. 

They are part of a National Organization 
which fights for benefits in Washington 
DC for our Veterans and their families. 
They are the voice of the Veteran in front 
of our elected officials. Numbers are im-
portant so if you fit into one of the criteria 
listed above become a member. Whether 
or not you have time to help out at the 
local post during a cookout right now 
doesn’t really matter. You will one day 
and your fellow Veterans know this, but 
what is important is that your voice is 
heard when it needs to be.  
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Thursday Night Dinner—$5.00             
4:30—Untill Sold-out 



This newsletter is provided as a 
courtesy only. The Medina County 
Veterans’ Commission does not 
endorse the content of these 
newsletters or of other organi-
zations' policies or products.  
The information provided here is 
for your personal use only and is 
in some cases reprinted for the 
sole purpose of the Veterans’ of 
Medina County. 

Your Newest Edition of The  
Medina County Veterans’ Newsletter 

Would you rather receive this in you email in-box?  
Send us an email at veterans@zoominternet.net and tell us. 

Simply put NEWSLETTER in the subject area and tell us to stop regular mail delivery.  
And it’ll be in full color! 

Medina County Veterans’ Service Office 
 Our Mission  

Our Pledge  
 

When you come into the 
County Veterans Service 
Office you will be assisted 
by one of our knowledge-
able associates. The peo-
ple that work in the Me-
dina County Veterans 
Service Office have a 
compassionate under-
standing of the problems 
which confront veterans, 
widows, widowers, and 
their families.  

 
We provide two basic ser-
vices: 
 
1. Temporary emergency 

financial aid and assis-
tance to eligible veterans 
and family members who 
have demonstrated a need 
as set fourth by the com-
mission. 

2. 2. Assist veterans, family 
members and survivors 
when applying to the 
U.S. Department of Vet-
erans Affairs (VA) for 
benefits. 

 
Our assistance includes but is 
not limited to: 
 
Financial Assistance: 
a. Rent and mortgage pay-

ments 
b. Utilities: Gas, Electric 

and Water 
c. Food and personal Hy-

giene items 
d. Medical 
e. Transportation to and 

from VA Hospitals in 
Brecksville and Cleve-
land, Ohio 

f. Grave markers and flags 
 
Service Assistance: 
a. Preparations of forms and 

paperwork 
b. Documentation of claims 

and pertinent data 
c. Proper submission of 

claims to the U.S. Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs 
thru a service organization 

d. Submission for awards 
decorations and medals 

e. Notary Public & DD 214 
Certification 

 
Our services are FREE of 
charge! 
 

Primary Business Address 
Your Address Line 2 

Business Name 
Veterans’ Service Office 

 

 

Your Address could be here! 

Medina County 
Veterans’ Newsletter 

Contact the Medina County 
Veterans 

Service Office at 
 

210 Northland Dr.  
Medina, Ohio 44256 

 
Call:  330.722.9368 
E-mail: veterans@zoominternet.net 
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