
When was the last time you 
saluted the Colors of our 
Nation? For many veterans 
the answer to that question 
may be the last time they 
were in uniform, unless it 
was at one of the veterans 
organizations meetings.  
A change in the U.S. flag 
code now allows both veter-
ans and active servicemen 
and women to salute the flag 
without wearing dress attire. 
President Bush signed the 
code into law in January, the 

2008 National Defense Au-
thorization Act (Public Law 
110-181) changes sect. 9, 
Title 4, U.S. code, which 
covers “Conduct during 
hoisting, lowering or passing 
of flag” has been changed to 
read Members of the 

Armed Forces 
[[Page 122 STAT. 139]] 

and veterans who are pre-

sent but not in uniform 

may render the military 

salute. All other persons 
present should face the flag 

and stand at attention with 
their right hand over the 
heart, or if applicable, re-
move their headdress with 
their right hand and hold it 
at the left shoulder, the hand 
being over the heart. Citi-
zens of other countries pre-
sent should stand at atten-
tion. All such conduct to-
ward the flag in a moving 
column should be rendered 
at the moment the flag 
passes.  

Veterans Continue to Salute “Old Glory” 
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On Sept. 23, VA an-
nounced that amyotrophic 
lateral sclerosis, better 
known as ALS, will be-
come a presumptively 
compensable illness for 
veterans with 90 days or 
more of continuous active 
military service. Also on 
Sept. 23, VA announced 
it is changing the way it 
evaluates traumatic brain 
injuries (TBI) and burn 
scars to determine com-
pensation levels veterans 

receive for these injuries.  

(details on page 7) 

ALS and TBI  

Announcements 

get documents notarized for free. This is 
a free service we are providing to our 
veterans and their dependants.  
We recommend that you call first to 
ensure that the Notary will be in our 
office prior to you coming in. 

We also recommend that you have your 
DD-214 registered at the County re-
corders office in the Administrative 
building located at: 144 N. Broadway, 
Medina, OH 44256. 

 

If you’re a veteran or spouse of a vet-
eran, beginning in December you’ll be 
able to come by the Veterans Service 
Office and have your original DD-214 
(Discharge) copied and stamped as an 
official copy. You will also be able to 

Medina County Veterans Service Office Adds Two New Services 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

US Marine Corps—Nov 10 

US Navy—Nov 12 

continued on page 2 

Veterans Day is a day to reflect and thank those that have 

served ... known but to God, remembered by all. 

It was in October of 1921 that four Americans were exhumed, one from each of the Aisne-
Maine, Meuse-Argonne, Somme, and St. Mihiel Cemeteries. The four bodies were examined to 
ensure their deaths were the result of combat. They were, in fact, members of the American Expe-
ditionary Forces, and there were no clues to their identities. The bodies were taken to Chalons-sur-
Marne, France, where one would be selected for the Tomb of 

the Unknown Soldier. 

Sergeant Edward F. Younger of Headquarters Company, 
2d Battalion, 50th Infantry, American forces in Germany was 
to select the one who would represent the thousands of Ameri-
cans who died so far from home.  Sgt. Younger, carrying a 
spray of white roses given to him by a Frenchman who had 
lost two sons in the war, made his way into the main hall, now 
bearing the remains. Sgt. Younger walked around the caskets 
several limes before pausing, receiving Divine intervention - a 
ray of sunlight streamed through a window, landing on the 
third casket from the left - the casket he would lay the spray of 
roses upon, indicating his selection. After he saluted, the waiting officials took their turn, paying 

their respects to the Unknown Soldier. 

 Being afforded full honors, the Unknown Soldier was carried to our Nation's Capitol, where he 

would rest in the rotunda on the Lincoln catafalque.             (continued on  page 3) 
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"I can imagine no more rewarding a 

career. And any man who may be 

asked in this century what he did to 

make his life worthwhile, I think can 

respond with a good deal of pride and 

satisfaction: 'I served in the United 

States Navy.'" 

President John F. Kennedy, 1 Au-
gust 1963, in Bancroft Hall at the U. 

S. Naval Academy. 

Medina County Veterans Service Office 

Out-Reach Program for Wadsworth 

Veterans 

 

The Medina County Veterans Service Office 
provides an outreach center at the Center for 
Older Adults on the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of 

every month from 1:00 to 3:00 PM 
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For those who 
prefer not to sa-
lute Old Glory, you still can stand at atten-
tion, remove your hat and place your right 
hand over your heart. 
I think this is a great way to show America 
just how many Veterans we have today.  
Stand up and SALUTE! 
 

Betsey Hiller (Office Manager) and 
Doug Mayerhofer (Workforce Develop-
ment CTR. were just a few of the many 
volunteers we had out at the Medina 
County Fair this past summer. It was a 
great event for our office, we signed up 
more than 200 names to receive our 
newsletter and talked with several hun-
dred veterans in the County. A big 
thanks to everyone form the surround-
ing communities who helped make our 
booth a success. 

Military Appreciation Monday 

 

The 2008 Military Appreciation Monday 
dinner will be held on Monday, Novem-
ber 17, 2008 from 5 pm to 9 pm in all 
Golden Corral Restaurants. 
 
The free “thank you” dinner is available 
to any person who has ever served in 
the United States Military. If you are a 
veteran, retired, currently serving, in 
the National Guard or Reserves, you 
are invited to participate in Golden 
Corral’s Military Appreciation Monday 
Dinner. 
 
To date, Golden Corral restaurants 
have provided over 1.8 million free 
meals and contributed over $2.53 mil-
lion to the Disabled American Veterans 
organization 

 

Salute “Old Glory “                                 
Continued from 

front page  

 
Comrades, 
 
     Let me begin by 
thanking Ed for this 

opportunity to introduce 
myself.  My name is Brian 

Daberkow, and I am the com-
mander of VFW 9520 in Bruns-

wick. 
     We have been busy with pro-
grams involving our local schools, 
Police and Fire departments, as well 
as getting packages to our numerous 
adopted troops.  We also have vet-
erans that we assist with attaining 
benefits that they have earned 
through their service.  The county 
officers have been instrumental in 
aiding our efforts with this, and we 

as a post are grateful for the assis-
tance provided. 
     Please feel free to visit our VFW, 
whether for our fish fry or just to say 
hello. 
                                                                       
Sincerely, 
                                                                       
Brian Daberkow 

C
o
m
m
a
n
d
er
s 
C
o
rn
er
 

...a brief message from one 
of the commanders of our 

organizations. 

Brian and his wife have been extremely active in 
the VFW and was elected commander of his post 
in Brunswick this past year. Stop out and say 

The Medina County Detachment of 
the Marine Corps league will cele-
brate the 233rd Birthday of the United 
States marine Corps on Saturday, 8 
November 2008. Doors will open at 
1800 at “Williams on the Lake” 
RSVP by 1 November by contacting 
Bob Sukel (330) 336-7877 Cost 
$25.00 per person   

The Marine Corps Ball here in Medina 
County will also kick off the annual “Toys 
for Tots”  Sponsored by Marine Corps 
League Medina Detachment #569.  Last 
year the Detachment helped more than 
1325, children have a memorable Christ-
mas throughout Medina County. Drop off 
points in Medina County,  First Merit 
Banks and Whiteys on the Square. 

Contact  
Call Bob (330) 242-2527 or  

John (330) 421-4085 for more details  
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This is the second edition of 
this newsletter and I am proud 
to say the first edition re-
ceived a warm welcome from 
the Veterans of the county. 
This edition is slightly larger 
than the first and includes a 
calendar of events and much 
more information about the 
Veterans Organizat ions 
throughout the county. We 
hope that any veterans organi-
zation that wishes to include 
an article or photo in our next 
edition which is due out in 
February of 2009 will send it 
to us.  
If you have a Veterans Monu-
ment in your township send us 
a photo and a brief description 
of it so we can start a section 
on the Memorials within our 
County. You can email it to 
veterans@zoominternet.net, 
just put county memorial in 
the subject line.  
 
Medina County Veterans Ser-
vice Office is located at:  
210Northland Drive Medina, 
OH  44256  
Office Hours: Monday - Fri-
day   8:00 AM - Noon and 
1:00 - 4:30 PM  

On November 8, 2008 at 11:00 
a.m., Vietnam Veterans of America, 
Chapter #385 of Medina, will spon-
sor a short walk from the Veterans’ 
Memorial Hall, 620 North Broad-
way, Medina, Ohio, to the Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial on Northland 
Drive for the sole purpose of re-
membrance and reflection of those 
forever in our hearts. A gathering 
will immediately follow for brother-
hood and comradeship. All are in-
vited. You don’t need to be a vet-
eran to attend. 
Contact Jim Kulas for Information 

at 330-220-3416 

Walk for the Wall - November 8, 2008 at 11:00AM 

Employment Update 

One Stop Career Centers 

Veterans can find the ser-
vices they need at a conven-
ient One-Stop Career Cen-
ter. Work with a Veterans' 
Employment Specialist to 
find jobs, acquire skills and 
education, plan your career, 
attend workshops, and take 
advantage of other re-
sources. Information for the 
One-Stop Career Center 
near you is available on the 
I n t e r n e t  a t 
www.hirevetsfirst.gov/onest
op_vet.asp or by telephone 
toll free at 1-877-US2-JOBS 
(1-877-872-5627). 

 

Transition Assistance 

Program for Veterans 

(TAP)   

The Department of Labor's 
TAP Web site provides 
career information for ac-
tive duty service members, 
National Guard, Reserves, 
and spouses of service 
members separating or retir-
ing from the military. 
The Web site provides tools 
and information to use dur-
ing transition from military 

life to civilian life. 
Those interested in 
more information 
may visit the Web 
s i t e  a t 

www.dol.gov/vets/programs
/tap/main.htm.  

 

HireVetsFirst:  

Department of Labor’s 

(DOL) Transition Pro-

gram 

Veterans' Employment and 
Training Service (VETS) is 
the DOL agency responsible 
for helping veterans make 
the transition from the mili-
tary to good civilian jobs 
and for protecting their em-
ployment rights and bene-
fits. Facts regarding current 
programs maybe obtained at 
the DOL Web site at  
www.dol.gov/vets/programs
/fact/ Employment_Services 
_ fsOl.htm. 
 Small Business Admini-

stration’s (SBA) Patriot 

Express loans 

Patriot Express is open to 
veterans, Reservists and 
National Guard members, 

current spouses of 
eligible personnel, the sur-
viving spouses of service 
members who die on active 
duty, or spouses of veterans 
who die from a service-
connected disability. 
 
More information about the 
SBA program is available at 
www.sba.gov/patriotexpress 
or contact the SBA Answer 
Desk 1-800-U-ASK-SBA (1-
800-827-5722). Email may 
be sent to: answerd-
esk@sba.gov.  

A Message From 
the  

County Veterans 
Service Officer 

(veterans day continued from front page) 

After the opening ceremony and a two-minute period of 
silence, President Harding delivered an address, paying tribute 
to the Unknown Soldier, after which he placed a Congressional 
Medal of Honor and Distinguished Service Cross upon the cas-
ket. America's Unknown Soldier "Known but to God" was laid 
to rest in the crypt, a layer of French soil beneath the casket and 
the spray of white roses from his selection adorning the top. His 
final journey ended November 11, 1921 .... Armistice Day, now 

known as Veteran's Day. 
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How You Get 

Credi t  For 

Special Extra 

Earnings 
The information 
that follows 
applies only to 
active duty military service earnings 
from 1957 through 2001. Here's how 
the special extra earnings are credited 
on your record: 

Service in 1957 Through 1977 

You are credited with $300 in additional 
earnings for each calendar quarter in 
which you received active duty basic 
pay. 

Service in 1978 through 2001 

For every $300 in active duty basic pay, 
you are credited with an additional $100 
in earnings up to a maximum of $1,200 
a year. If you enlisted after September 
7, 1980, and didn't complete at least 24 
months of active duty or your full tour, 
you may not be able to receive the addi-
tional earnings. Check with Social Se-
curity for details. 

Note: Change in special military 

s e r v i c e  c r e d i t s .  
In January 2002, Public Law 107-117, 
the Defense Appropriations Act, 
stopped the special extra earnings that 
have been credited to military service 

personnel. 

Military service in calendar year 2002 
and future years no longer qualifies for 

these special extra earnings credits. 

For more information contact your local 
Social Security Office or visit them on 

the web at:   

ht tp: / /www.ssa.gov/ret i re2/
military.htm 

Since 1957, if you had military service 
earnings for active duty (including ac-
tive duty for training), you paid Social 
Security taxes on those earnings. Since 
1988, inactive duty service in the 
Armed Forces reserves (such as week-
end drills) has also been covered by 
Social Security. 
Under certain circumstances, special 
extra earnings for your military service 
from 1957 through 2001 can be credited 
to your record for Social Security pur-
poses. These extra earnings credits may 
help you qualify for Social Security or 
increase the amount of your Social Se-
curity benefit. 
Special extra earnings credits are 
granted for periods of active duty or 
active duty for training. Special extra 
earnings credits are not granted for 
inactive duty training. 
If your active military service occurred 

• From 1957 through 1967, we will 

add the extra credits to your record 
when you apply for Social Security 
benefits. 

• From 1968 through 2001, you do 

not need to do anything to receive 
these extra credits. The credits 
were automatically added to your 
record. 

• After 2001, there are no special 

extra earnings credits for military 
service. 

 

• Aid and Attendance is a bene-
fit paid in addition to monthly pen-
sion when: 
ο The claimant requires the aid of 
another person in order to perform 
personal functions required in eve-
ryday living, such as bathing, feed-
ing, dressing, attending to the wants 
of nature, adjusting prosthetic de-
vices, or protecting himself/herself 
from the hazards of his/her daily 

visual field to 5 degrees or less. 
ο Housebound is paid to a 
claimant when: 
The claimant is substantially con-
fined to his/her immediate prem-
ises because of permanent disabil-
ity. 
The survivor may not receive Aid 
and Attendance benefits and 
Housebound benefits at the same 
time. 
 
All VA Pension benefits are based 

(Continued on page 8) 

Added Social Security 

Benefit for Veterans 

Special Extra Earnings 

for Military Service 

SENIOR SECTION 

Aid and Attendance Benefit  —  What You Need to 

Know! 

I have spent the last few 
months traveling around Me-
dina County to all of the vari-

ous veteran organizations and I am 
happy to report that our county’s heroes 
are busy at work. Whether it is partici-
pating in the various parades around the 
county, sponsoring “The Wall that 
Heals” or holding a spaghetti dinner for 
a local citizen in need, our Veterans 
continue to serve our communities and 
make this a great place to live. In the 
upcoming months I hope to visit our 
veterans that live in the various adult 
living centers throughout the county not 
only for camaraderie but also to ensure 
they are receiving any benefits that they 

may have earned. 

 

Benefits Update:  

 Social Security Update! 

Special Extra Earnings for Military 
Service You must bring your DD-214 to 
the Social Security Office - and you  
must ask for this benefit to receive it! 

Soc Sec website: 

http://www.ssa.gov/retire2/military.htm 
or http://www.ssa.gov/retire2/

military.htm 

 
This is something to put in your files for 
when you apply for Social Security 
down the road. It is NOT just for retir-
ees, BUT anyone who has served on 
active duty prior to January 2002.  FYI -  
this benefit is not automatic, you must 
ask for it! 

“PARADE REST” 

Veterans and Their Benefits 

Edward Zackery 

Copied  from the Helping Hands Oct/Nov issue. 

environment, OR, 
ο The claimant is bedridden, in 
that his/her disability or disabilities 
requires that he/she remain in bed 
apart from any prescribed course of 
convalescence or treatment, OR, 
ο The claimant is a patient in a 
nursing home due to mental or 
physical incapacity, OR, 
ο The claimant is blind or so 
nearly blind as to have corrected 
visual acuity of 5/200 or less, in both 
eyes, or concentric contraction of the 
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This past summer the American Legion 
Post 523 in Lodi, Ohio turned 85 years 
old. This article by Angela Huston tells 

their story.  

On July 1, 1921, veterans of World war 
I met in he Lodi city Hall to organize a 
Legion Post. Mr. Rickard, an organizer 
from Medina’s Post, attended the meet-
ing to help the veterans start up their 
post. Lloyd Leatherman acted as chair-
man. He was  able to secure the 15 nec-
essary signatures, including his own, to 
form the post: Harry Rickel, Howard 
Bennader, Carl Underwood, Ernest 
Eichler, John Rice, Jesse Baunders, 
William Basom, Ralph Grannis, Asa 
Dean, Amos Barnes, Elmer Sanders, 
Lee Wright, Blake Codding and Floyd 

Whitman.  

Since there were no war casualties from 
whom they could name the Post, head-
quarters designated it as Lodi Post 523. 
Leatherman was made temporary adju-
tant and Bennader was made temporary 
commander.  The group drafted the 
bylaws and a constitution in August. 
The membership quickly grew to 55 in 
the first year. Annual dues were $3.50. 
The following year, 1922, the Auxiliary 
was formed, which allowed wives, 
mothers and daughters of veterans to 
become members. The front room of the 
currant building where the Post meets 
used to be rented to the library during 

the 1960’s and 1970’s.  

In the early days the members helped 
the community wherever they were 
needed, doing everything from number-
ing houses and erecting street signs to 
helping furnish a new wing of the Lodi 
Community Hospital and donating toys 
and candy at Christmas time. The Post 
donates to many charities, and in the 

past two years has given more the 

$12,000 locally.  

Although it does not restrict its dona-
tions to the area, the Post does try to 
focus on organizations and causes that 
help Lodi as a community. Some of the 
places its money has helped include 
Cloverleaf schools, where the money 
has gone for everything from helping 
the band to after-prom activities, and 

classes for students who may not fit into 
the typical setting and have difficulty 
keeping up academically. Other dona-
tions have been made to Lodi Little 
League, Cloverleaf Youth Football, 
Newbridge Place (a veterans’ home in 
Lodi), American Cancer Society, 
American red Cross, Lodi Good Sa-
maritans, Lodi Fire and rescue, Toys for 
Tots, Medina County District Library, 
Lodi Christmas for Kids, Veterans’ 
Assistance and local churches. The Post 
also assists as color guards for parades 

and funeral processions. 

In earlier days, the Post’s annual pot-
luck dinner used to feature rabbit as the 
main course meat, but in year 1930’s 
rabbits in the area became so scarce 
organizers of the dinner switched to 
turkey, which is still the main 

Lodi Legion Post #523 Celebrates 85th Birthday — by Angela Huston 

course.  

To become a member, of the American 
Legion, a man or woman must have 
served at least one day of active duty in 
one of the armed forces of the United 
States during one of the following eligi-
bility eras.  They are: 

• World War I - April 6, 1917 to 

November 11, 1918 

• World War II - December 7, 1941 

to December 31, 1946 

• SPECIAL NOTE - Merchant 

Marines - December 7, 1941 to 
August 15, 1945 

• Korea - June 25, 1950 to January 

31, 1955 

• Vietnam - February 28, 1961 to 

May 7, 1975 

• Lebanon & Grenada - August 24, 

1982 to July 31, 1984 

• Panama - December 20, 1989 to 

January 31, 1990 

• Persian Gulf - August 2, 1990 

until cessation of hostilities as 
determined by the United States 
Government (NOTE: this means 
that all military personnel now on 

active duty are eligible for mem-

bership in The American Legion). 
Current and past members of the Na-
tional Guard and Reserve may also be 
eligible for membership and should 
check with the Adjutant of the Post in 
their local community. Annual summer 
camps and weekend drills do not consti-
tute eligible periods of service. Active 

duty is the key to Legion member-

ship. A person need not have served 
overseas to be eligible, but must possess 

an Honorable Discharge (DD Fm 214). 

sponsor several high school 
students from our community to 
attend Boys/Girls State. Ohio’s 
program is the largest in the 
Nation and one of the best says 
Joseph Rogers Post # 170 Com-
mander.  
If you know someone interested 
contact your local American 
Legion for details.  

On October 1st the Wadsworth Legion 
held its annual dinner for those young 
men and women that it sponsored to 
attend Boys State (Bowling Green 
Univ) and Girls State (Ashland Univ.) 
2008. Listening to these motivated 
young people talk about how much they 
learned and what a great adventure it 
was, was truly inspiring. Every year the 
American Legions in our community 

Wadsworth Legion Boys/Girls State Dinner 

Lodi Legion Post 523  at 

120 Bank Street in Lodi 
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Organization Post # Address City, State  Meeting Times 
American Legion Post #234 Skyview Lodge Pearl Rd. Brunswick 7:00 PM - First Thursday of each month 

American Legion Post #523 120 Bank Street, Lodi Lodi, OH  7:00 PM - Second Thursdays of each month 

American Legion Post #202 620 N. Broadway St. Medina, OH   8:00 PM - Fourth Monday of each month 

American Legion Post #608 North Main St Spencer, OH  8:00 PM - First Monday of each month 

American Legion  125 Main Street Wadsworth, Ohio 8:00 PM - Second Monday of each month 

AMVETS Post #1990 620 N. Broadway Street Medina, OH  7:30 PM - Third Wednesday of each month 

Disabled American Veterans  620 N. Broadway Street Medina, OH  7:00 PM - Second Tuesday of each month 

Forty et Eight Voiture #601    
MARINE Corps League DET #569 3916 Pearl Rd Medina, OH  7:30 PM - Third Tuesday of each month 
Medina County Women of the 
Military     
Military Order of Purple Heart #557 620 N BROADWAY ST MEDINA, OH  Meet quarterly - Call for times 

Rolling Thunder Chapter #8 3916 Pearl Rd. Medina, OH  2-4 PM - Second Sunday of each month 

Veterans of Foreign Wars  Post #9520 1439 S. Carpenter Road Brunswick 7:00 PM - Second Monday of each month 

Veterans of Foreign Wars  Post #6892 
6299 Avon Lake Rd.,     
Chatham Twp. Spencer, OH,  8:00 PM - Second Tuesday of each month 

Veterans of Foreign Wars  Post #5137 3916 Pearl Rd Medina, OH  7:00 PM - First Tuesday of each month 

Veterans of Foreign Wars  Post #8753 39 F Main St. Seville, OH  8:30 PM - Third Thursday of each month 

Veterans of Foreign Wars  Post #5563 6731 Center Rd. Valley City 8:00 PM - Second Monday of each month 

Veterans of Foreign Wars   121 Main Street Wadsworth, Ohio 8:00 PM - First Tuesday of each month 

Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter #385 620 N. Broadway Medina, Ohio  
7:00 PM - First Wednesday of each month (no 
meeting in July) 

Medina County Veterans Organizations Meeting Times and Places 

NOVEMBER 

• Nov 4—Election Day (GET OUT and 

VOTE!!!) 

• Nov 8—7:30-10:30 AM, Veterans Day 

Breakfast Lodi Legion  

• Nov 8—Veterans Day Dinner @ Brunswick 

VFW 

• Nov 8—Medina County MARINECORPS 

Ball  

• Nov 8— Veterans Day Dinner Wadsworth 

VFW 

• Nov 10—MARINE Corps Birthday 

• Nov 11—Veterans Day 

• Nov 15—8-10 PM, Turkey Raffle, 

American Legion Post 202 620 N. Broadway 

Medina. 

• Nov 15—Swiss Steak Dinner, Wadsworth 

VFW 

• Nov 27—Thanksgiving Day 

 

Veterans Service Office Closed on  

Nov 11—Veterans Day 

Nov 27, 28—Thanks Giving  

DECEMBER 

• Dec 7—Pearl Harbor Day 

• Dec 13—1200 noon, Ameri-

can Legion Post 202 Christ-

mas Party (Fox Meadows) 

• Dec 13—Tom and jerry day 

Wadsworth VFW 

• Dec 20—Swiss Steak, 

Wadsworth VFW 

• Dec 25—Christmas Day 

• Dec 26—Kwanzi Begins  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Veterans Service Office Closed on  

Dec 25, 26 —Christmas 

 

JANUARY 

• Jan 1—New Years Day 

• Jan 19—Martin Luther 

King Jr. Day 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Veterans Service Office Closed on  

Jan 1, 2—New  Years 

Jan 19—Martin Luther King Day 

Dates to Remember 

Many of our organi-
zations throughout 
the county have 
started up there 

Friday Fish Fry.  

 

• Brunswick 
VFW’s is the 
1st & 3rd Fri-
day of the 

month. 

• Lodi American 
Legion is every 

Friday 

 

Give your local Post 
a call and see what's 

on there plate…. 

IT’S FISH 

FRY 

TIME 

AGAIN 



“We are extremely grateful to Secretary 
Peake, Congressman Henry Brown and 
Senator Lindsey Graham for standing on 
the side of veterans with ALS across the 
country,” said Gary Leo, president and 
CEO of The ALS Association. “Thanks to 
their leadership, veterans with ALS will 
receive the benefits and care they need, 
when they need them.  Thanks to their 
efforts, no veteran with ALS will ever be 
left behind.”   
The report, titled Amyotrophic Lateral 
Sclerosis in Veterans: Review of the Scien-

tific Literature, analyzed numerous previ-
ous studies on the issue and concluded that 
“there is limited and suggestive evidence 
of an association between military service 
and later development of ALS.”   
“ALS is a disease that progresses rapidly, 
once it is diagnosed,” the Secretary ex-
plained.  “There simply isn’t time to de-
velop the evidence needed to support com-
pensation claims before many veterans 
become seriously ill.  My decision will 

make those claims much easier to process, 
and for them and their families to receive  
the compensation they have earned 
through their service to our nation.” 
ALS, also called Lou Gehrig’s disease, is 
a neuromuscular disease that affects about 
20,000 to 30,000 people of all races and 
ethnicities in the United States, is often 
relentlessly progressive, and is almost 
always fatal.   
ALS causes degeneration of nerve cells in 
the brain and spinal cord that leads to mus-
cle weakness, muscle atrophy, and sponta-
neous muscle activity.  Currently, the 
cause of ALS is unknown, and there is no 
effective treatment. 
The new interim final regulation applies to 
all applications for benefits received by 
VA on or after September 23, 2008, or that 
are pending before VA, the United States 
Court of Appeals for Veterans Claims, or 
the United States Court of Appeals for the 
Federal Circuit on that date. 
VA will work to identify and contact vet-
erans with ALS, including those whose 
claims for ALS were previously denied, 
through direct mailings and other outreach 
programs.   
 
To view the entire regulation published in 
the Federal Register today, go to: 

www.federalregister.gov/OFRUpload/

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

September 23, 2008 

WASHINGTON – Veterans with amyo-
trophic lateral sclerosis (ALS) may 
receive badly-needed support for them-
selves and their families after the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs (VA) an-
nounced today that ALS will become a 
presumptively compensable illness for 
all veterans with 90 days or more of 
continuously active service in the mili-
tary. 
“Veterans are developing ALS in rates 
higher than the general population, and 
it was appropriate to take action,” Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs Dr. James B. 
Peake said. 
Secretary Peake based his decision pri-
marily on a November 2006 report by 
the National Academy of Sciences’ 
Institute of Medicine (IOM) on the as-
sociation between active-duty service 
and ALS.   
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up on a poncho, the floor for a bed? 

 

I realized the families that I saw this 
night, owed their lives to these soldiers 
who were willing to fight. Soon round the 
world, the children would play, and 
grownups would celebrate a bright Christ-

mas day. 

 

They all enjoyed freedom each month of 
the year, because of the soldiers, like the 
one laying here. I couldn't help wonder 
how many lay alone, on a cold Christmas 

Eve in a land far from home. 

 

The very thought brought a tear to my 
eye, I dropped to my knees and started to 
cry. The soldier awakened and I heard a 
rough voice, "Santa don't cry, this life is 
my choice. I fight for freedom, I don't ask 
for more, my life, my God, and my coun-

try, my corps." 

 

Twas the night before Christmas, he 
lived all alone, In a one-bedroom house 
made of plaster and stone. I had come 
down the chimney with presents to give, 
and to see just who in this home did 
live. I looked all about, a strange sight I 
did see, no tinsel, no presents, not even 

a tree. 

 

No stocking by mantle, just boots cov-
ered with sand, on the wall-hung pic-
tures of far distant lands. With medals 
and badges, awards of all kinds, a sober 
thought came through my mind. For this 
house was different, It was dark and 
dreary. I found the home of a soldier, 

once I could see clearly. 

 

The soldier lay sleeping, silent, alone, 
curled up on the floor in this one bed-
room home. The face was so gentle, the 
room in such disorder, not how I pic-
tured a United States soldier. Was this 
the hero of whom I'd just read? Curled 

The soldier rolled over and drifted to 
sleep, I couldn't control It, I continued to 
weep. I kept watch for hours, so silent and 
still, and we both shivered from the cold 

night's chill. 

 

I didn't want to leave on that cold, dark 
night, this guardian of honor so willing to 

fight. 

 

Then the soldier rolled over with a voice 
soft and pure. whispered, 'Carry on Santa, 

It's Christmas day, all is secure." 

 

One look at my 
watch and I knew 
he was right, 
Merry Christmas 
my friend, and to 

all a good night. 

 

A SOLDIERS; THE NIGHT BEFORE CHRISTMAS 

VA Secretary Establishes ALS as a Presumptive Compensable Illness 

Cites Association between Military Service and Later Development of ALS 



This newsletter is provided as a 
courtesy only. The Medina County 
Veterans Commission does not 
endorse the content of these 
newsletters or of other organi-
zations' policies or products.  
The information provided here is 
for your personal use only and is 
in some cases reprinted for the 
sole purpose of the Veterans of 
Medina County. 

Your Newest Edition of The  
Medina County Veterans Newsletter 

Medina County Veterans Service Office 

 Our Pledge  

The Veterans Service Of-

fice/Veterans Assistance 

program was started over 

one hundred years ago 

(1886) to assist the Union 

soldiers and their families 

in times of need. 

 

Know your Rights and 

Benefits  
 
The County Veterans Ser-
vice Officer knows the ex-
tent, the meaning and the 
application of laws that have 
been passed by the U.S. 
Congress in the interests of 
veterans and their depend-
ents. They also know the 
rules and regulations 

adopted by the Department 
of Veterans Affairs to clarify 
and implement those laws. 
The County Veterans Ser-
vice Officer will apply spe-
cialized knowledge in the 
best way suited to the needs 
of every individual veteran 
or other beneficiary who 
comes to the office for assis-
tance. 

We are Not a Part of the 

Veterans Administration! 

It is important to remember 
that laws concerning VA 
benefits are constantly 
changing and it is best to file 
for any and all VA benefits 
that you might have coming 
to you. 

 

Our Pledge 
When you come into the 
County Veterans Service 
Office you will be assisted 
by one of our knowledge-
able associates. The people 
that work in the Medina 

County Veterans Service 
Office have a compassionate 
understanding of the prob-
lems, which confront veter-
ans, widows, widowers, and 
their families. 
Call: Medina: 330-722-9368 - 
Brunswick/Hinckley: 330-225-
7100 Office: 330.722.9368 
Ext. 9368 - Wadsworth: 330-336-
6657 Ext. 9368 - Fax: 330-722-
9378 

210 Northland Drive 
Medina, Ohio 44256 

Medina County Veterans Service Office  

on your monthly income. 
The only way to know if 
you are eligible for this 
benefit is to sit dwon with 
you’re your County veter-
ans Service Officer and go 
over your particular situa-
tion. DO NOT be lured by 
so called advocates that tell 
you they can get you this 
benefit and then try to sell 
you something. A financial 
advisors is recommended 
when ever you are planning 
for  long term benefits.  
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